BILLINGS - YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

County of Yellowstone Board of Adjustment
AGENDA-Thursday, June 8, 2023, 4:00 p.m.

MPO 2 Miller Building, 1% Floor Conference Room

rd 31 H
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 2825 3™ Avenue North, Billings, Montana

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Citizens are invited to:

. Review the Agenda Packet on the City's website at: https:/ci.billings.mt.us/117/A gendas-Minutes

. View the meeting live online at Facebook: https:/tinyurl.com/yckr478k
Public comment will be taken only during the Public Comment periods as indicated on the agenda and during the Public Hearings, if any
are scheduled, under the Regular agenda. Comments may be sent to Board via email before 10:00 AM on the meeting date. All emails
received prior to this time will be read into the record for the public hearing. Comments may be submitted by:

. Mail: City/County Planning Division, 2825 3rd Ave N 4th Floor, Billings, MT 59101
. Email: deinest@billingsmt.gov
. Call in during the Public Comment periods as indicated on the agenda:
. Citizens may call in during specific Public Comment periods at 406.237.6165.
All callers will be placed in a queued system and are asked to remain on hold and be patient. Calls will be taken in the order
in which they are received. Callers will be limited to 3 minutes of testimony as is customary.
Future delivery methods may be explored as best practice is learned.

Please direct questions to Planning Clerk Tammy Deines at deinest@billingsmt.gov or 406-247-8610. Thank you!

Call the meeting to order.
Introduction of the County Board of Adjustment Members and Planning Department Staff.
Public Comment
Approval of Minutes:
The minutes of the Board meeting of JANUARY 12,2023
Disclosure of any Conflict of Interest-Members of the Commission and Staff

Disclosure of an Outside (Ex Parte Communication)-Members of the Commission and Staff
a.The Exparte Communication Binder is available at the Sign-In and Agenda Station.

Regular Business:
A. Opening of public hearings.
B. Reading of rules for the procedure by which the public hearings will be conducted.
C. Reading of notices of the public hearings on the following items:

Public Hearings:

a. Administrative Appeal 23-01 -- 330 Charlene St -- Appeal of an administrative decision regarding a Billboard sign permit PLNX-
23-00301 - An Administrative Appeal regarding the denial of a County sign permit to upgrade an existing billboard (off-premise) sign from a permanent
graphic display to an Electronic Message Display (EMD) on property general located at 330 Charlene Street, C/S 1406, Parcel 13, in a Heavy
Commercial (CX) zone. Tax ID: D01225. Lamar Outdoor appeals the decision of the Zoning Coordinator denying the sign permit request to upgrade an
existing billboard (off-premise) sign from a permanent graphic display to an Electronic Message Display (EMD) on property general located at 330
Charlene Street, C/S 1406, Parcel 13, in a Heavy Commercial (CX) zone. Any final zoning administrative decision of the Planning Division may be
appealed to the County Board of Adjustment. Section 27-1615 of the Yellowstone County Zoning Regulations (2020) govem the appeal process. The
Board of Adjustment may affirm the decision in whole or in part, or reverse the decision in whole or in part.

Other Business/Announcements

a. Motion/Recommendation to BOCC. Application for Yellowstone County Board of Adjustment member, Morgan Tuss. Yellowstone
County Board of Adjustment members.

Adjournment

The County Board of Adjustment will hear all persons wishing to speak relative to the proposed variance. Testimony regarding the above mentioned items may also be submitted in writing to the Planning Division, 4th Floor of the Miller Building, 2825 3rd Ave North,
Billings, MT 59101 or phone 657-8246. Additional information on any of these items is available in the Planning and Community Services Office. Public hearings are accessible to individuals with physical disabilities. Special arrangements for participation in the public
hearings by individuals with hearing, speech, or vision impairment may be made upon request at least three days prior to the hearing. Please notify Tammy Deines, Planning Clerk, at 247-8610 or e-mail at deinest@ci.billings.mt.us.
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Yellowstone County Board of Adjustment

Meeting Minutes, January 12, 2023
DRAFT-To be approved at the next scheduled meeting

The County Board of Adjustment meeting will be held in the 1% Floor Conference Room, 2825 3™
Ave North (Miller Building.
Citizens are invited to:
e Review the Agenda Packet on the City’s website at:
https://ci.billings.mt.us/117/Agendas-Minutes
e View the meeting live online at Facebook: https://tinyurl.com/yckr478k
Public comment will be taken only during the Public Comment periods as indicated on the agenda
and during the Public Hearings, if any are scheduled, under the Regular agenda. Comments may
be sent to Board via email before 10:00 AM on the meeting date. All emails received prior to this
time will be read into the record for the public hearing. Comments may be submitted by: mail to:
City/County Planning Division, 2825 3rd Ave N 4th Floor, Billings, MT 59101 Email:
deinest@billingsmt.gov

Call in during the Public Comment periods as indicated on the agenda: Citizens may call in during
specific Public Comment periods at 406.237.6165. All callers will be placed in a queued system and
are asked to remain on hold and be patient. Calls will be taken in the order in which they are received.
Callers will be limited to 3 minutes of testimony as is customary.

Name Title -
N
S
N
S
>
Blaine Poppler Vice Chair | 1
Board
Carlotta Hecker member | 1
Tyler Bush Chairman | A
Board
Troy Boucher member 1

Commissioner Poppler introduced the County Board of Adjustment members and staff in
attendance: Nicole Cromwell, Zoning Coordinator, Karen Husman, Planner I, Tammy Deines,
Planning Clerk

Other Participants: Caleb Bruski, Lee Eastburn, Tyler Weyand, John Rigney, Anna Vickers,
IMEG; Amber Lang, IMEG

Email: Nikki Downer Opposition Variance 296; Lisa Slovak, Opposition Variance 296; Mary
Magness, Opposition Variance 296

Public Comments Commissioner Poppler announced the public comment period. There were
no Public Comments.
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Meeting Minutes, January 12, 2023
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Approval of Minutes October 13, 2022

Motion

Board member Hecker made a motion and Board member Boucher seconded the motion to
approve the October 13, 2022 meeting minutes with corrections. The motion passed with a
unanimous voice vote.

Disclosure of Conflict of Interest: There were no disclosures of conflict of interest.

Disclosure of Exparte Communication
There were no disclosures of exparte communication from the Board.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Planner Karen Husman reviewed the procedures for public hearing and stated the Board will open
a public hearing and allow public comment this evening. She reviewed the

hearing and presentation processes for the meeting for reviewing and acting on each variance.

REQUEST County Variance 296 -- 3720 Basin Creek Rd -- Second Principal Structure in
RR3 - A variance from Section 27-305, Table 27-300-4 allowing only one principal structure in a
Rural Residential 3 (RR3) zone, to allow a second principal structure (dwelling) on Lot 24,
Block 1 of Blue Creek Views Major Subdivision, a 4.124 acre parcel of land. The purpose of the
variance is to allow a second dwelling to remain on the property. Tax ID: C12844.

RECOMMENDATION:

Planning Staff has reviewed this application and is forwarding a recommendation of conditional
approval based on the determinations for review within this report.

Staff is recommending the following conditions for the variance request:

1. The variance from Section 27-305, Table 27-300-4, to allow a second principal structure
(dwelling). No other variance is intended or implied with this

approval.

2. The variance is limited to on Lot 24, Block 1 of Blue Creek Views Major Subdivision,
generally located at 3720 Basin Creek Road.

3. The applicants will submit an application for a Zoning Compliance Permit within six months
and complete construction within one year of BOA approval.

4. The applicant shall meet all other state and county code requirements with the exception of
this variance.

5. These conditions of variance approval shall run with the land described in this authorization
and shall apply to all current and subsequent owners,

operators, managers, lease holders, heirs and assigns.
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Discussion

Ms. Husman explained that the applicant has constructed the foundation. DEQ has not addressed
the sanitation and the applicant is waiting for approval. Chairman Boucher asked when the
construction started. Clarification was given by Zoning Coordinator Nicole Cromwell on the RR
(Rural Residential) zoning and this variance request. Board member Hecker asked if the present
owners owned the property when it was under the previous zoning code.

Nicole Cromwell said under the previous Code, the southern portion of the parcel was R-15,000
and the AG suburban parcel was on the north part of the lot. The new zoning has maximum lot
area for a Rural Residential zone.

Public Hearing
The public hearing was opened and to anyone wishing to speak in favor or against County
Variance #296.

Anna Vickers, IMEG, 175 North 27% Street, Billings, Montana

Ms. Vickers is the agent for applicant Caleb Bruski. She said initially the property was vetted
for an accessory dwelling unit but the house is too large. The best way forward was to go
forward with the variance request. Ms. Vickers asked for amendment to allow for DEQ review
timelines which could take as long as nine months. She said she did not understand that ongoing
compliance didn’t allow for interdepartmental review and there isn’t a way to enforce a right-of-
way for safety. Board member Hecker asked why the applicant would build there is no approval
from DEQ. Ms. Vickers said IMEG advised the applicant to stop construction until approval is
received and the zoning requirements were vetted.

Caleb Bruski, 3720 Basin Creed Road, Billings, MT

Mr. Bruski is the applicant and property owner. He said he relied on the contractor who assured
him that everything would be fine. He said he did not understand there was a process and later
reached out to IMEG. Mr. Bruski explained that he considered the process in 2019 as to whether
building could take place. In 2021 the property values increased and he had available funds for
the project. The process started mid to late summer of last year. Mr. Bruski reported that

Tim Miller, Yellowstone County Public Works, visited the lot, conferred with the contractor, and
spoke with him regarding the septic requirements. He stated he wished to correct this situation
and get everything right. In response to question by Board member Hecker, he said the existing
house was there. He would like to utilize the property and the two elevations. Mr. Bruski stated
he was not aware that the property would not allow for additional houses and the covenants and
restrictions do not clearly state only one residence is allowed.

Rick Cortez, 3790 Vista View Road, Billings, MT

Mr. Cortez is the Fire Chief for the Blue Creek Fire Department. He is opposed to this request as
the grade of the road and range of where the foundation is located does not provide enough
safety pull-off requirement for a fire event. The dirt moved into an existing coulee will impact
Basin Creek Road as it is a water shed and will create issues for adjacent property owners
entering their properties. He
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feels the zoning request should have been addressed earlier. This parcel does not have a dry
hydrant installed which would be required under subdivision review. In response to question by
Board member Poppler, Mr. Cortez said it is satisfactory as it stands with the one home. Board
member Hecker asked regarding the foundation and Mr. Cortez said it is a full 8-foot foundation.

John Rigney, 3745 Basin Creek North, Billings, MT

Mr. Rigney’s concern is allowing a second structure will set a precedent for future property
owners and it will add additional traffic. He doesn’t want a potential rental property in the
subdivision. He said there would be a potential increase in the homes from 34 to 68 and this
should be avoided. Mr. Rigney said Caleb is great but what about future owners?

Tyler Wevand, 3845 Vista View Road, Billings, MT

Mr. Weyand is opposed to this request due to safety factors, and the Covenants and Restrictions
which restrict the lots to one home. Mr. Weyand doesn’t agree with Caleb’s reading. He is
opposed 100% and feels approval will open the door to more problems. He doesn’t agree with
making exceptions for this project.

Lee Eastburn, 3715 Vista Blue Circle, Billings, MT

Mr. Eastburn is marginally opposed to this request. He asked why there is a 60-ft driveway
which will create a blind corner. He said they had to dig the ditch near his property to avoid
water runoff. Mr. Eastburn is in agreement with having a mother-in law home and not splitting
the lot. He does not want rental property or use as an “Air BnB”.

Rebuttal

Anna Vickers, IMEG, 175 North 27 Street, Billings, Montana

Ms. Vickers said the storm water will be mitigated and the zoning allows a second structure. She
said they will continue to work with Rick Cortez, Blue Creek Volunteer Fire Department and
with County Public Works for approval of the drive approach.

Caleb Bruski, 3720 Basin Creed Road, Billings, MT
Mr. Bruski according to the CCRs, single-family only is the structure type. He said there is no
flooding. The lot has 1+ acres of flat area on the lower lot.

The public hearing was closed.

Discussion:

Board member Hecker pointed out that DEQ has not approved the site. Board member Poppler
said the people and the contractors started this project with incomplete information. The zoning
is clear. There were no other lots in this subdivision with two structures. He stated this variance
request is not justified and there is no hardship.
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Motion

Board member Boucher made a motion to approve County Variance #296 with the
conditions recommended by staff.

Discussion
Board member Boucher stated he agrees with the staff findings. A lot the zoning code was
changed and there was a lot of miscommunication.

The motion died for lack of a second.

Motion
Board member Hecker made a motion and it was seconded by Board member Poppler to
deny County Variance #296.

Discussion

Board member Hecker stated it is unfortunate that the applicant hired someone who did not
know what was required. She stated approval of the variance in this case would grant a special
privilege.

The motion carried 2-1, with Board member Boucher voting against the motion.
Yellowstone County Variance #296 is denied.

Other Business/Announcements

e Announcement: The February 9, 2023 Yellowstone County Board of Adjustment
meeting is cancelled due to a lack of applications. The next meeting will be held as
legally announced and advertised.

Adjournment: Adjourned 4:35 p.m.

Tamara L. Deines, Planning Clerk

DRAFT-T0 BE APPROVED BY A MOTION AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED
MEETING
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County Board of Adjustment
Meeting Date: 06/08/2023

SUBJECT: County Administrative Appeal 23-01 a€*“ 330 Charlene St 4€* Appeal of Billboard Sign permit decision

THROUGH: Monica Plecker PRESENTED BY: Nicole Cromwell
Information

REQUEST

Administrative Appeal 23-01 -- 330 Charlene St -- Appeal of an administrative decision regarding a Billboard sign permit PLNX-23-
00301 - An Administrative Appeal regarding the denial of a County sign permit to upgrade an existing billboard (off-premise) sign from a permanent graphic
display to an Electronic Message Display (EMD) on property general located at 330 Charlene Street, C/S 1406, Parcel 13, in a Heavy Commercial (CX) zone. Tax
ID: D01225. Lamar Outdoor appeals the decision of the Zoning Coordinator denying the sign permit request to upgrade an existing billboard (off-premise) sign
from a permanent graphic display to an Electronic Message Display (EMD) on property general located at 330 Charlene Street, C/S 1406, Parcel 13, in a Heavy
Commercial (CX) zone. Any final zoning administrative decision of the Planning Division may be appealed to the County Board of Adjustment. Section 27-1615
of'the Yellowstone County Zoning Regulations (2020) govern the appeal process. The Board of Adjustment may affirm the decision in whole or in part, or reverse
the decision in whole or in part.

RECOMMENDATION

Planning staff reccommends the Board affirm in whole the decision to not grant the sign permit to upgrade the existing billboard sign from a permanent graphic
display to an Electronic Message Display (EMD).

APPLICATION DATA

OWNER: Wayne and Barbara Teyler (property owners)

AGENT: The Lamar Companies - sign owner

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: C/S 1406, Parcel 13

ADDRESS: 330 Charlene St

CURRENT ZONING: Heavy Commercial (CX)

EXISTING LAND USE: Warehouse and Billboard sign

PROPOSED USE: Same with EMD sign faces on the billboard sign structure
SIZE OF PARCEL: 1.26 acres

CONCURRENT APPLICATIONS
PLNX-23-00301 - Sign permit - denied.

APPLICABLE ZONING HISTORY

Lamar Outdoor and the City/County Planning Division have twice before brought a permitting dispute before the city or county Boards of Adjustment. The first
instance was in 2011 when several billboard structures were damaged in a wind storm. Two of those boards were on property on N 27th St owned by Lamar
Outdoor and north of the MSU Billings athletic fields. The City BOA upheld the Planning staffs' decision to not grant a re-build of the two billboards. A district
court appeal was filed that was moved to the Federal District Court of Montana. The judge in the case found the sign code section on re-building of damaged
nonconforming billboards to be vague and overturned the BOA decision. The boards were re-built.

The second instance was in 2015/2016 when two adjoining property owners in Lockwood both wanted to have billboard signs oriented to 1-90, but there was not
enough distance between the boards for both owners to have a billboard. The dispute centered around which owner and which billboard sign company had
submitted a sign permit first. The County BOA found in favor of the Planning staff decision to grant the permit to the owner of 2511 Old Hardin Road, but the case
in district court decided in favor of Lamar Outdoor to build a billboard at 2531 Old Hardin Road.

SURROUNDING LAND USE & ZONING

NORTH: Zoning: Light Industrial (I1)
Land Use: Interstate 90
SOUTH: Zoning: CX
Land Use: Seed distributor
EAST: Zoning: Heavy Industrial (12)
Land Use: Former Corrette Power Station
WEST: Zoning: 11

Land Use: Interstate 90 - Cabinetry shop

BACKGROUND

This is an appeal of the Zoning Coordinator's administrative decision to not approve the request to upgrade an existing billboard sign to an Electronic Message
Display (EMD) for a sign located adjacent to Interstate 90 at 330 Charlene Street in a Heavy Commercial (CX) zone district. The administrative decision is based
on the County adopted zoning regulations at Section 27-1409. The County has maintained a separate sign code for zoning purposes since it was adopted in
August 1989. The sign code - Article X - was approved by County resolution 89-87 (8/17/1989). In 1997, the city and county unified the zoning regulations
except the County kept its sign code separate from the unified code. The section on lighting and illumination of signs was adopted as follows:

Section 2 Definitions

Changeable Copy Sign: A sign whose informational content can be changed or altered by manual or electric, electro-mechanical or electronic means.
Changeable signs include the following types:

1. Manually Activated: Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic or symbolic information content can be changed or altered by manual means.

2. Electrically Activated: Signs whose alphabetic, pictoragraphic or symbolic informational content can be changed or altered on a fixed display surface
composed of electrically illuminated or mechanically driven changeable segments. Includes the following two types:

a. Fixed Message Electronic Signs: Signs whose basic informational content has been pre-programmed to include only certain types of information projections,
such as time, temperature, predictable traffic conditions or other events subject to prior programming.



b.Computer controlled Variable Message Electronic Signs: Signs whose informational content can be changed or altered by means of computer-driven electronic
impulses.

Section 3 General Provisions

Sec. 3.08 Changeable Copy

Unless otherwise specified by this Article, any sign herein allowed may use manual or fixed message electronic sign.

Computer controlled variable message electronic signs shall be permitted provided that the bottom of the message center is ten (10) feet above the crown of the
adjacent road. Computer controlled variable message electronic signs shall be permitted only in Community Commercial (CC), Highway Commercial (HC),
Controlled Industrial (Cl) and Heavy Industrial (HI).

Section 4 Regulation by Zone
Sec. 4.06 Billboards
(a) Billboards shall be permitted in the Interstate Corridor (660 feet either side of the right-of-way of the Interstate Highway) on properties zoned CC, HC, Cl or
Hl as follows:
1. Billboards located within the Interstate Corridor shall have a maximum size of six hundred (600) square feet in size and shall be no more than forty (40)
feet in height.
2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be five hundred (500) feet.
3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent residential uses or traffic.
Billboards not located in the interstate corridor are allowed as indicated below.
(b) Billboards shall be permitted in Highway Commercial (HC) as fellows:
1. Billboards shall be a maximum of three hundred (300) square feet in size and a maximum of thirty (30) feet in height.
2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be seven hundred (700) feet.
3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent residential uses or traffic.
(c) Billboards shall be permitted in Community Commercial (CC) as follows:
1. Billboards shall be a maximum of two hundred eighty-eight (288) square feet in size and a maximum of thirty (30) feet in height.
2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be seven hundred fifty (750) feet.
3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent residential uses or traffic.
(d) Billboards shall be permitted in Controlled Industrial (CI) and Heavy Industrial (HI) as follows:
1. Billboards shall be a maximum of three hundred seventy-eighty (378) square feet in size and a maximum of forty (40) feet in height.
2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be five hundred fifty(500) feet.
3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent residential uses or traffic.

This sign code did not explicitly state that a "computer controlled variable message electronic sign" was allowed to be used on a billboard sign. Reading the code
as a whole, it can be inferred that a billboard sign with an EMD sign display could be allowed. (Archived County sign Code attached) This code expired on
December 15,2020, when the County adopted an entire new zoning code including an update of the sign code section. (new Code Sections 27-1405.C (EMD) and
27-1409 (Billboards) attached)

Prior to the new code adoption, no billboard sign company had applied for or was interested in updating any existing billboard sign to an EMD technology if the
sign was located outside the city limits. Until 2016, the state Outdoor Advertising Bureau, part of the MT Department of Transportation, and the MT Highway
Commission did not allow billboard signs advertising on the Interstate system to have an electronic message display. It was considered to be too distracting to
motorists and the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) had not issued guidance on the allowance of the technology. In 2016, the state updated its regulations to
allow Electronic Billboards (EBB) on the interstate system subject to their limitations in the Administrative Rules of Montana 18.6.237. (attached)

Planning staff does not believe the intent, or more significantly, the wording of the new County sign code would allow an EMD sign to be used on a billboard.
Section 27-1405.C clearly intends for an EMD display to be used for on-premise signs. A billboard is not an on-premise sign. An EMD sign face is required to be
used only in conjunction with a permanent graphic display on the same sign structure and cannot be more than 40% of the total sign area. The billboard sign code
section at 27-1409 does not mention using an EMD display and only includes the language carried forward from the previous code regarding lighting "be
designed to minimize glare and interference with any residential uses or traffic.” Planning staff recommends the Board uphold the administrative decision. The
applicant can pursue a request to amend the County sign code to allow an EMD display on billboard signs, but the current code does not allow this technology.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Board of Adjustment affirm in whole the Zoning Coordinator’s decision to not approve the permit to convert this billboard to EMD
technology in a County Heavy Commercial (CX) zone.

Attachments
County Sign Code priorto Dec 15 2020
Section 27-1405.C EMD signs
Section 27-1409 - Billboards
Zoning Map and Site Photos
Letter of Appeal
Planning notice of denial for sign upgrade
MT ARM for EBB on system
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ARTICLE X
SIGNS
Sec. 1 INTENT
Sec. 2 DEFINITIONS
Sec. 3 GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 4 REGULATION BY ZONE
Sec. 5 COMMON SIGNAGE PLAN
Sec. 6 NONCONFORMING SIGNS
Sec. 7 CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS
Sec. B ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 1 INTENT
A. The purpose of this Article shall be to coordinate the type, placement and

scale of signs within the different land-use zones to recognize the commercial
communication requirements of all sections of the business community; to
encourage the innovative use of design; to promote both renovation and property
maintenance; to allow for special circumstances; and to guarantee equal treatment
under the law. These shall be accomplished by regulation of the display,
erection, use and maintenance of signs. The use of signs is regulated according
to zoning district. The placement and scale of signs are regulated by type and
length of street frontage. No sign shall be permitted as a main or accessory use
except in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

B. This Article shall not relate to building design. Nor shall this Article
regulate official traffic or government signs; the copy and message of signs;
signs not intended to be viewed from a public right-of-way; window displays;
product dispensers and point of purchase displays; scoreboards on athletic
fields; flags of any nation, government or fraternal organization; gravestones;
barber poles; religious symbols; or any display or construction not defined
herein as a sign.

Thus, the primary intent of this Article shall be to regulate signs of a
commercial nature intended to be viewed from any vehicular or pedestrian public
right-of-way.

Sec. 2 DEFINITIONS

Words and phrases used in this Article have the meanings set forth in this
section. Principles for computing sign area and sign height are contained in
Section 3.

Animated Sign: Any sign that uses movement or change or lighting to depict
action or create a special effect or scene.

Area of Sign: Area of Sign: The entire area of a sign including the area within
a perimeter which forms the outside shape including the frame, forming an
integral part of the display, but excluding the necessary supports or uprights
on which the sign may be placed. The frame of a sign may be excluded fraom the
area where such frame conveys no message and is constructed or affixed for
aesthetic reasons beyond the necessary supports.

For computing the areas of any wall or canopy sign which consists of letters
mounted or painted on a wall or cancpy, the area shall be deemed to be the area
of the smallest rectangular figures which can encompass all of the letters. {See
Section 3.04 for Calculation of sign area.)

X - 135



Banner Sign: Any sign (other than an official flag) made of cloth, paper or
fabric of any kind, which is used to attract attention, whether or not imprinted
with words or characters.

Beacon: Any light with one or more beams directed into the atmosphere or
directed at one or more points not on the same lot as the light source; also,
any light with one or more beams that rotate or move.

Billboard: A sign which advertises products or services not sold or distributed
on the premises on which the sign is located.

Building Marker: Any sign indicating the name of a building, date or other
incidental information about its construction. A sign which is cut into a
masonry surface or made of bronze or other permanent material.

Capnopy Sign: Any sign that is a part of or attached to any awning, canapy or
other fabric, plastic or structural protective cover over a door, entrance,
window or outdoor service area, and which does not extend horizontally beyond the
limits of the canopy.

Changeable Copy Sign: A sign whose informational content can be changed or
altered by manual or electric, electro-mechanical or electronic means.
Changeable signs include the following types:

1. Manually Activated: Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic or symbolic
information content can be changed or altered by manual means.

2. Electrically Activated: Signs whose alphabetic, pictoragraphic or
symbolic informational content can be changed or altered on a fixed
display surface composed of electrically illuminated or mechanically
driven changeable segments. Includes the following two types:

a. Fixed Message Electronic Signs: Signs whose basic informational
content has been pre-programmed to include only certain types of
information projections, such as time, temperature, predictable
traffice conditions or other events subject to prior programming.

b. Computer controlled Variable Message Electronic Signs: Signs whose
informational content c¢an be changed or altered by meana of
computer-driven electronic impulses.

Copy: The graphic content of a sign surface in either permanent or removable
letter, pictographic, symbolic or alphabetic form.

Directional/Informational Sign: An on-premise sign giving directions,
instructions or facility information and which may contain the name or logo of
an establishment but no advertising copy, e.g., parking or exit and entrance
signs. The sign may contain a logo provided that the logo may not comprise more
than 20% of the total sign area.

Director: The Planning Director of the County or his/her designee.

Flag: Any fabriec, banner or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns, or
symbols, used as a symbol of a government, political subdivision, or other
entity.

Freestanding Sign: Any sign supported by structures or supports that are placed
on or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any building or other
structure, including monument signs.

Government Sign: Any temporary or permanent sign erected and maintained by the
city, county, state or federal government for traffiec direction or for

X - 136




==

= =3 =3

==

B /|

|-

designation of or direction to any school, hespital, historical site or public
service, property or facility.

Height of Sign: The vertical distance measured from the highest point of the
sign to the crown of the adjacent street. This does not include the interstate
highway.

Lot: Any plece or parcel of land or a portion of a subdivision, the boundaries
of which have been established by some legal instrument of record, that is
recognized and intended as a unit for the purpose of transfer or ocwnership.

Maintenance: For the purposes of this Resolution, the cleaning, painting, repair
or replacement of defective parts of a sign in a manner that does not alter the
structure of the gign.

Monument Sign: A sign mounted directly to the ground with maximum height not to
exceed six (6) feet.

Nonconforming Sign: A sign which was erected legally, but does not comply with
subsequently enacted sign restrictions and regulations.

Portable Sign: Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other
permanent structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including, but not
limited to, signs, designed to be transported by means of wheels; signs converted
to A- or T-frames; menu and sandwich board signs; balloons used as signs;
umbrellas used for advertising; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles
parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in
the normal day-to-day operations of the business.

Principal Building: The building in which is conducted the principal use of the
lot on which it is located. Lots with multiple principal uses may have multiple
principal buildings, but storage buildings, garages and other clearly accessory
uses shall not be considered principal buildings.

Projecting Sign: A sign, other than a flat wall sign, which is attached to and
projects from a building, wall or other structure not specifically designed to
support the sign. Supports shall be covered in a neat and orderly fashion. Guy
wire support shall be prohibited.

Roof Sign, Above-peak: Any sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the
roof of a building, supported by the roof structure, and extending vertically
above the highest portion of the roof.

Roof Sign, Integral: Any sign erected or constructed as an integral or
essentially integral part of a normal roof structure of any design, such that no
part of the sign extends vertically above the highest portion of the roof and
such that no part of the sign is separated from the rest of the roof by a space
of more than six (6) inches.

Setback: The distance from the property line to the nearest part of the
applicable building, structure or sign, measured perpendicularly to the property
line.

Sign: Any device, fixture, placard or structure that uses any color, form,
graphic, illumination, symbol or writing to advertise, announce the purpose of,
or identify the purpose of a person or entity, or to communicate information of
any kind to the public.

Sign Administrator: The Planning Director or his/her designee.

Street: A public way for vehicular traffiec, whether designated as a street,
highway, thoroughfare, parkway, throughway, road, avenue, boulevard, land, place
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or however otherwise designated which has been dedicated to or acquired for
public use and which extends the full width between right-of-way lines.

Street Frontage: The length of the property line of any one {(l) premises along
each public right-of-way it borders excluding alleys and serviceways.

Suspended Sign: A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal
plane surface and is supported by such surface.

Temporary Sign: A non-permanent sign erected and maintained for a specific
limited period of time.

Wall sSign: Any sign attached parallel to a wall, painted on the wall surface or
erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any building or
structure, which is supported by such wall or building, and which displays only
one sign surface. Sign depth shall not exceed twenty-two (22) inches, measured
from the face of the structure.

Wind Driven Sign: Any sign consisting of one (1) or a series of two (2) or more
banners, flags, pennants, ribbons, spinners, streamers or other objects or
material fastened in such a manner as to move upon being subjected to pressure
by wind or breeze.

Window Sign: Any sign, pictures, symbol or combination thereof, designed to
communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale or
service, that is placed inside a window or upon the window panes or glass and is
visible from the exterior of the window.

Sec. 3 GENERAL PROVISIONS

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person to erect, place or maintain a sign
in the Jurisdictional Area of Yellowstone County except in accordance with the
provisions of this Article.

Sec. 3.02 Signs Prohibited

All signs not expressly permitted under this Article or exempt from regulation
hereunder in accordance with the previous section are prohibited in the County.
Such signs include, but are not limited to:

{a) Beacons;

{(b) Wind driven gign, except flags as defined in Section 2 of this Article;

{(c) Strings of lights not permanently mounted to a rigid background, except
those exempt under Section 3.03.

(d) Inflatable signs and tethered bhallocons;

(e) All portable signs not specifically permitted under Section 4.07;

(f) Animated signs;

(g) All above-peak roof signs;

(h) All banner signs except as permitted under Section 4.08;

{i) Abandoned signs;

{3j) Signs attached to trees, telephone poles, public benches, streetlights or
placed on any public property or public right-of-way; and

{k) Signs placed on vehicles or trailers which are parked or located for the
primary purpose of displaying said signs (this does not apply to allowed
portable signs or to signs or lettering on buses, taxis or vehicles
operating during the normal course of business).

Sec. 3.02 Permits Required
Unless otherwise provided by this Article, all signs shall require permits and

payment of fees as described in Section 7 of this Article. No permit is required
of the maintenance of a sign or for a change of copy on painted, printed or
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changeable copy sign. Prior to any structural maintenance, the sign owner or the
sign contractor is required to apply for and obtain a permit and to notify the
Sign Administrator for an inspection when the maintenance is complete.

Sec. 3.03 Signs Not Regquiring Permits

The following types of signs are exempted from permit requirements but must be
in conformance with all other requirements of this Article:

{a) Construction signs of sixteen (16) square feet or less;

{b) Special event or holiday lights or decorations;

{c) Nameplates of two (2} square feet or less;

{d) Public signs or notices, or any sign relating to an emergency;

{e) Real estate signs;

{£) Political signs;

{g) Interior signs not visible from the exterior of the building;

{h) Directional signs not to exceed twelve (12) square feet in area or six (6)
feet in height; and

(i) Temporary signs for seasonal agricultural sales in the Agricultural Open
Space (A-1l) district only. Such signs shall not exceed sixteen (16)
square feet and may only he erected for sixty (60) days. One (1) sign per
use per calendar year shall be allowed.

Sec. 3.04 Calculation of Sign Area

The entire area within a single continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits
of such sign and in no case passing through or between and adjacent elements of
the same. Such perimeter shall not include any structural elements lying outside
the limits of such sign which do not form any integral part of the display.

The gross area of a sign with more than one face shall be computed by adding
together the area of all sign faces visible from any one point. When two (2)
identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot be viewed
from any point at the same time, and when such sign faces are part of the same
sign structure, the sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one on the
faces.

For computing the area of any wall or canopy sign which consists of letters
mounted or painted on a wall or canopy, the area shall be deemed to bhe the area
of the smallest rectangular figures which can encompass all of the letters.
Sec. 3.05 Clear Vision Triangle

No sign shall be placed within any clear vision triangle as illustrated in
Article IV, Section 8, figure 2 of these regulations.

Sec. 3.06 Maintenance

All signs shall be properly maintained. Exposed surfaces shall be clean and
painted if paint is regquired. Defective parts shall be replaced. The
Administrator shall have the right under Section 8.09 to order the repair or
removal of any sign which is defective, damaged or substantially deteriorated,
as defined in the Building Code.

Sec. 3.07 Lighting

Unless otherwise prohibited by this Article, all signs may be illuminated.
Sec. 3.08 Changeable Copy

Unless otherwise specified by this Article, any sign herein allowed may use
manual or fixed message electronic sign.
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Computer controlled variable message electronic signs shall be permitted provided
that the bottom of the message center is ten (10) feet above the crown of the
adjacent road. Computer controlled variable message electronic signs shall be
permitted only in Community Commercial (CC), Highway Commercial (HC}), Controlled
Industrial (CI} and Heavy Industrial (HI).

Sec. 3.09 Sign Contractor‘’s License

No person may engage in the business or erecting, altering, relocating,
constructing or maintaining signs without a valid contractor’s licenses and all
required state and federal licenses.

Sec. 3.10 Indemnification and Insurance

All persons involved in the maintenance, installation, alteration or relocation
of signs shall agree to hold harmless and indemnify the County, its officers,
agents and employees against any and all claims of negligence resulting from such
work insofar as this Article has not specifically directed the placement of a
sign.

All persons involved in the maintenance, installation, alteration or relocation
of signs shall maintain all required insurance and shall file with the state and
the county a current satisfactory certificate of insurance to indemnify the state
and the county against any form of liability.

Sec. 4 REGULATION BY ZONE

In any zoning district no sign may be placed or designed so as to simulate or
interfere with traffic control devices or official highway
directional/informational signs.

Sec. 4.01 Signs Permitted in Residential Zones

These requirements apply to the following zoning districts: Rgricultural Open
Space (A-l1), Agricultural Suburban (A-S), Residential 15,000 (R-15,000),
Residential 9600 (R-9600), Residential 7000 (R-7000) and Residential 6000 (R-
6000) .

{a) One non~illuminated sign for each street frontage of a construction
project, not to exceed forty-eight (48) square feet in sign area. Such
signs may be erected thirty (30) days prior to beginning of construction
and shall be removed thirty (30} days following completion of
construction.

{b) One non-illuminated real estate sign per lot or premises not to exceed
sixteen {16) square feet in sign area. Such signs must be removed fifteen
{15) days following sale, rental or lease of the real estate involved.

{c) One non-illuminated attached building nameplate per occupancy, not to
exceed two (2) square feet in sign area.

{d) One non~-illuminated political sign not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet
in sign area. Such signs shall not be erected more than forty-~five (45)
days prior to the election or referendum concerned and shall be removed
ten (10) days following such election or referendum. Political signs may
be placed only on private property and only with the permission of the
property owner.

(e) One subdivision sign per street frontage not to exceed forty-eight (48)
square feet in sign area in each location.

(f) One identification sign per entrance to apartment or condominium complex,
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not to exceed forty-eight (48) square feet in sign area.

(g} One ranch identification sign at each public entrance, not to exceed
forty-eight (48) sguare feet in sign area or thirty-two (32} feet in
height. This sign is permitted in the Agricultural Open Space {A-1)
district only.

(h) One temporary sign not to exceed thirty-two square feet in area or eight
(8) feet in height for the sale of agricultural products produced on site.
This shall be permitted in the Agricultural - Open Space (A-0) district
only. Each sign may be erected for no more than sixty (60) days. A
temporary sign permit shall be required.

(i) For permitted non-commercial and non-residential uses such as schools,
churches and synagogues, one freestanding sign, not to exceed forty-eight
{48) square feet in sign area, and one wall sign not to exceed forty-eight
{48) sguare feet in sign area.

Special regulations for residential zones are as follows:

(3} All allowed freestanding signs, except permitted ranch signs, shall have
a maximum height limit of six (6) feet and shall have a setback of fifteen
{(15) feet from the property line.

Sec. 4.02 Signs Permitted in Residential Professional (RP) and Neighborhood
Commercial (NC) Zones.

Signs are allowad as follows in the Residential Professional (RP) and the
Neighborhood Commercial (NC)} zones:

(a) All signs as permitted in Section 4.01.

(b) The total sqguare feet of all signs located on the property, including, but
not limited to freestanding, wall, canopy, under canopy, and directional
signs, shall not exceed two ({2) square feet in sign area for each lineal
foot of property frontage.

{c) One freestanding sign or monument sign per street frontage not to exceed
one {l) square foot in sign area for each lineal foot of property frontage
on which the sign is place. Such signs many not exceed a height of twenty
(20) feet. Maximum sign size is seventy-five (75) square feet.

{d) One (1) wall sign, canopy or electric awning sign not to exceed fifteen
(15) percent of the area of the building elevation on which the signs are
installed.

{e) One (1) under-canopy or wall sign for each separate occupancy or separate
entrance not to exceed eight (8) square feet in sign area. Under-canopy
signs must have a minimum clearance of nine (9) feet from the sidewalk.

(£) Window signs shall not exceed fifteen (15) percent of the window area.
This includes permanent and temporary window signs.

{g) Directional/informational signs as required.

Special regqgulations and allowances for Residential Professional (RP) and
Neighborhood Commercial (NC) zones area as follows:

{(h) Where any occupancy is on a corner leot, a minimum clear vision zone is to

be maintained in a triangulated area at the point of intersection to allow
an uncbstructed view of oncoming traffic.
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(3)

Sec.

Freestanding signs shall maintain a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet
over any sidewalk and fourteen (14) feet over any parking lot, driveway or
crown of the street, whichever is higher.

Minimum setback for the leading edge of the sign shall be five (5) inside
the property line with a maximum height of ten (10) feet. For each
additional foot the sign is setback the sign height may increase one (1)
foot to a maximum of twenty {(20) feet in height.

4.03 Signs Permitted in Community Commercial (CC), Highway Commercial

(HC), Controlled Industrial (CI) and Heavy Industrial (HI)

Signs are allowed as follows in Community Commercial (CC), Highway Commercial
{HC), Controlled Industrial (CI) and Heavy Industrial (HI) 2zones:

{a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£}

(9)

(h)

(L)

All signs as permitted in Section 4.01 and 4.02.

The total square feet of all signs located on the property, including, but
not limited to freestanding, wall, projecting, integrated roocf, canopy,
under-canopy, and directional signs, shall not exceed three (3) square
feet in sign area for each lineal foot of property frontage.

One freestanding sign per street frontage not to exceed two (2) square
feet of sign are for each lineal foot of property frontage on which the
sign is place, with a maximum sign size of one hundred-fifty (150) square
feet.. The maximum sign height shall be twenty-four (24) feet. Where
street frontage exceeds five hundred (500) feet, one additional
freestanding sign may be allowed per five hundred (500) foot increment.

Minimum setback for the leading edge of the sign shall be five (5) inside
the property line with a maximum height of ten (10) feet. For each
additional foot the sign is setback the sign height may increase one and
one-half (1~1/2) feet to a maximum of twenty~four (24) feet in height.

Wall signs shall not exceed twenty percent {(20%) of the square footage of
the wall area upon which they are installed. <Canopy signs and electric
awning signs shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the square footage
of the wall area upon which they are installed (see Section 3.04 for sign
area calculations). The combination of wall signs, canopy signs and
electric awning signs shall not exceed the allowable sguare footage for
the wall upon which they are placed.

Integrated roof signs may be used instead of wall signs. The integrated
roof sign size shall not exceed the allowable size for a wall sign.
Integrated roof signs shall be constructed so as to conceal all structures
and fastenings. The height of the sign shall not exceed the roof to which
it is attached.

Window signs shall not exceed thirty (30) percent of the window area.
This included permanent and temporary window signs.

Projecting signs may be used instead of any wall or freestanding signs
provided they do not project beyond the property line and maintain a
clearance of ten (10) feet over sidewalk and fourteen (l14) feet over any
parking 1lot, driveway or crown of the street, whichever is higher.
Projecting sign size shall not exceed the allowable size of wall signs.
The height of the sign shall not exceed the roof of the wall to which it
is attached.

One (1) under-canopy sign or wall sign for each separate occupancy or
separate entrance not to exceed eight (8} square feet in sign area.
Under-canopy 2igns must have a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet over the
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Sec.

sidewalk.

On-premises directional signs as required

4.04 Signs Permitted in the Interstate Corridor

Signs are allowed as follows in the Interstate Corridor.

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Sec.

All signs as permitted in Sections 4.01, 4.02 and 4.03.

The total sgquare feet of all signs located on the property, including, but
not limited to freestanding, wall, projecting, integrated roof, canopy,
under-canopy, and directional signs, shall not exceed three (3) square
feet in sign area for each lineal foot of property frontage. This
frontage shall be calculated using local streetas, not the interstate
highway.

Freestanding signs within the Interstate Corridor may be installed to a
height of forty (40) feet and may be a maximum of three hundred-fifty
{350) square feet if the principal purpose of such signs is to address
interstate traffic.

Minimum setback for the leading edge of the sign shall be five (5} feet
inside the property line with a maximum height of ten (10) feet. For each
additional foot the sign is setback the sign height may increase one and
one-half (1-1/2) feet to a maximum of forty (40) feet, if it is a
freestanding sign addressing interstate traffic or twenty-four (24) feet
for all other freestanding signs.

Freestanding signs which do not address interstate traffic must comply
with the requirements for the zoning districts as outlined in Sectiona
4.01, 4.02 and 4.03.

4.05 Shopping Center Signs

Shopping Center signs shall be allowed in the following =zoning districts:
Community Commercial (CC), Highway Commercial (HC), Controlled Industrial (CI)
and Heavy Industrial {(HI). Shopping Center signs may not be used in conjunction
with a Common Signage Plan.

(a)

Sec.,

(a)

Shopping Centers shall be allowed one (1) freestanding directory sign per
frontage. The sign may be one hundred-fifty (150) sgquare feet plus five
percent (5%) of the one hundred-fifty (150) square feet per tenant.
Maximum sign size shall not exceed three hundred-fifty (350) square feet
or the allowable square footage for the frontage on which the sign is
inastalled. The setback requirements in Section 4.03 (d) shall apply.

&.06 Billboarxds

Billboards shall be permitted in the Interstate Corridor (660 feet either
gide of the right-of-way of the Interstate Highway) on properties zoned
CC, HC, CI or HI as follows:

1. Billboards located within the Interstate Corridor shall have a
maximum size of six hundred (600) square feet in size and shall be
no more than forty (40) feet in height.

2. Minimum distance between billboards shall five hundred (500) feet.

3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with
any adjacent residential uses or traffic.
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Billboards not located in the interstate corridor are allowed as indicated below.
(b) Billboards shall be permitted in Highway Commercial (HC) as follows:

1. Billboards shall be a maximum of three hundred (300) square feet in
size and a maximum of thirty (30) feet in height.

2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be seven hundred (700)
feet.

3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with
any adjacent residential uses or tratffie.

{c) Billboards shall be permitted in Community Commercial (CC) as follows:

1. Billboardas shall be a maximum of two hundred eighty-eight (288)
square feet in size and a maximum of thirty (30) feet in height.

2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be seven hundred fifty
(750) feet.

3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with
any adjacent residential uses or traffic.

(d} Billboards shall be permitted in Controlled Industrial (CI) and Heavy
Industrial (HI) as follows:

1. Billboards shall be a maximum of three hundred seventy-eighty (378)
square feet in size and a maximum of forty (40) feet in height.

2. Minimum distance between billboards shall be five hundred fifty
{500) feet.

3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with
any adjacent residential uses or traffic.

Sec. 4.07 Temporary Signs

Temporary Sign Permits: Temporary signs shall be allowed on private property
only upon issuance of a Temporary Sign Permit, which shall be subject to the
following requirements:

{(a) Term: A temporary sign permit shall allow the use of a temporary sign for
new businesses or to existing businesses which are relocating and shall be
limited in use to one (1) time for no more than sixty (60) days.

(b} Number: Only one (1) temporary sign permit shall be issued to the same
business license holder on the same lot in any calendar vear.

{c) Other Conditions: A Temporary sign shall be allowed only NC, ccC, HC, CI,
and HI zoning districts.

Sec. 4.08 Banner Signs
Permits for Banner Signs in the Public Right-of-Way: Permits for banner signs

in the public right-of-way shall be issued in accordance with the following
conditions:

{(a) Application: A banner sign application, which has been signed and
approved by the owners of all private property to which the sign will be
affixed, shall be submitted.

X - 144

s =3 B4



&) =

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)
(£)

Sec.

(a)

(b)

1. The banner sign application must be submitted to and approved by the
Director prior to placement of the banner sign.

2. Application for a banner sign may not be submitted earlier than six
(6) months prior to the date when the sign will first be displayed.

Term and Number of Permits: The maximum time during which any banner sign
may be displayed is thirty (30) days. One permit shall cover a maximum
of five (5) banners and locations.

Message and Symbols on Banner Signs: Message and symbols are limited to
public service messages with no commercial advertising of any nature
appearing on the banner. This shall not preclude the identification of an
event sponsor provided that such identification shall not occupy more than
fifteen percent {15%) of the area of the banner.

Size of Banner Signs: The maximum allowable size of a banner sign is
three (3) feet by twenty (20) feet.

Banner signs are permitted in the NC, CC, HC, CI and HI zoning districts.

Other Conditions: The County may require the applicant to indemnify the
County and to provide insurance covering any liability that may occur as
a result of placement of the banner sign.

5 COMMON SIGNAGE PLAN

Common Signage Plan: If the owners of two or more contiguous or adjacent
(disregarding intervening streets and alleys) lots or the owner of a
single lot with more than one building {excluding accessory buildings) or
multiple use buildings, file with the Director for such lots a Common
Signage Plan conforming with the provisions of this section, a twenty-five
(25) percent increase in the maximum total sign area shall be allowed for
each included lot. This bonus shall be allocated within each lot as the
owner{s) elects.

Provisions of Common Signage Plan: The Common Signage Plan shall contain
all of the following information:

1. An accurate plot plan of the lot, at such scale as the Director may
reasonably require;

2. Location of buildings, parking lots, driveways, clear vision
triangles and landscaped areas on such lot;

3. Computation of the maximum total sign area, the maximum area for
individual signs, the height of signs and the number of freestanding
signs allowed on the lot{s) included in the plan under this Article;

and

4. An accurate indication on the plot plan of the proposed location of
each present and future sign of any type, whether requiring a permit
or not.

5. Window signs may simply indicate the areas of the windows to be

covered by window signs and the general type of the window signs
{e.g., paper affixed to window, painted, etched on glagss or some
other material hung inside the window) and need not specify the
exact dimension or nature of every window sign.

and shall also specify standards of consistency among all signs on the
lots affected by the Plan with regard to:
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1. Color scheme;

2. Letter or graphic style;

3. Lighting;

4, Location of each sign on the buildings;
5. Material; and

6. Sign proportions.

The above criteria does not apply to registered trademarks or established
logos.

{c) Limit on Number of Freestanding Signs Under Common Signage Plan: The
Common Signage Plan, for all lots with multiple uses or multiple users,
shall limit the number of freestanding signs to a total of one for each
street on which the lots included in the plan have frontage and shall
provide for shared or common usage of such signs.

{d) Other Provisions of the Common Signage Plan: The Common signage Plan may
contain other restrictions as the owners of the lots may reasonably
determine.

(e) Consent: Common signage Plan shall be signed by all owners or their
authorized agents in such form as the Director shall require.

(f) Procedures: Common Signage Plan shall be included in any development plan,
aite plan, planned unit development or other official plan required by the
County for the proposed development and shall be processed simultaneocusly
with such other plan.

(g} Amendment: Common Signage Plan may be amended by filing a new or Common
Signage Plan that conforms with all requirements of the Resolution then in
effect.

(h) Existing Signs Not conforming to Common Signage Plan: If any new or
amended Common Signage Plan is filed for a property on which existing
signs are located, it shall include a schedule for bringing into
conformance, within five (S5) years all signs not conforming to the
proposed amended plan or to the requirements of this Resolution effect on
the date of submission.

(1) Binding Effect: After approval of a Common Signage Plan, no sign shall be
erected, placed, painted or maintained, except in conformance with such
plan, and such may be enforced in the same way as any provision of this
Resolution. The Common Signage Plan may be dissolved at the request of
the parties involved. Once the Common Signage FPlan is dissolved all
signage for the development must be brought into compliance with the
provisions this Article within thirty (30) days of dissolution of the
Common Signage Plan. 1In case of any conflict between the provisions of
this Resolution and Common Signage Plan, the Resolution shall control.

Sec. 6 NONCONFORMING SIGNS
Sec. 6.01 Determination of Legal Nonconformity

Existing signs which do not conform to the specific provisions of this Article
may be eligible for the designation "legal nonconforming® provided that:

(a) The Administrator determines such signs are properly maintained and do not
in any way endanger the publiec.

(b) The sign was installed in conformance with a valid permit or variance, or
complied with all applicable laws on the date of adoption of this
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Resolution.

{c) The sign owner registers the sign with the Administrator within six (6)
months of the adoption of this Resolution. If the owner fails to register
the nonconforming sign with the Administrator, the sign then must be
brought into compliance with this Article.

Sec. 6.02 Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status
A legal nonconforming sign may lose this designation if;
{a) The sign is relocated or replaced.

(b} The structure or size of this sign is altered in any way except toward
compliance with this Article. This does not refer to change of copy or
normal maintenance.

Sec. 6.03 Maintenance and Repair of Nonconforming Signs

The legal nonconforming sign is subject to all requirements of this Article
regarding, safety, maintenance and repair. However, if the sign suffers more
than fifty (50) percent damage or deterioration, as based on appraisal, it must
be brought into conformance with this Article or removed. The Yellowstone County
Appraisers Office appraisal shall be used. If the sign owner does not agree with
the County's appraisal of the sign, he/she may then obtain a third party
appraisal from a certified appraiser at his/her own expense.

Sec. 7 CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS
Sec. 7.01 Construction Specifications

(a) All signs shall be installed in compliance with the Uniform Building Code
(UBC) and the National Electric Code (NEC).

{b) All electrical freestanding signs, except billboards, must have
underground electrical service to such signsg.

Sec. 8 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. B8.01 Sign Administrator

The Administrator shall be the Planning Director or his/her appointee and is
authorized to process applications for permits and variances, hold public hearing
as required, and enforce and carry out all provisions of this Article. The
Administrator is authorized to promulgate regulations and procedures consistent

with this function.

The Administrator is empowered, upon presentation of proper credentials, to enter
or inspect any building, structure or premises in the County for the purpose of
inspection of a sign and its structural and electrical connections to ensure
compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. Such inspections shall be
carried out during business hours unless an emergency exists.

Sec. 8.02 Applications for Permits
Applications for a permit for the erection, relocation or structural repair of
a sign shall be made to the Administrator upon a form provided by the

Administrator and shall include, but not be limited to, the following
information:

(a) Name and address of the owner of the sign.
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(b) Street address or location of the property on which the sign is to be
located, along with the name and address of the property owner.

(c) The name, address and license number of the sign contractor installing the
sign.

(d) The type of sign or sign structure as defined in this Article.

(e) A site plan with measurements showing the proposed location of the signs
along with the locations of all existing signs on the same premises.

(E) Specifications and drawings showing the materials, design, dimensions,
structural supports and electrical components of the proposed sign.

Sec. 8.03 Permit Fees

All applications for permits filed with the Administrator shall be accompanied
by a payment of the initial permit fee for each sign as established by Resolution
by the Yellowstone County Board of County Commissioners. Said permit fee may be
revised from time to time by resclution and approval of the Yellowstone County
Board of County Commissioners.

Sec. 8.04 Issuance and Denial

The Administrator shall issue a permit and permit sticker or tag for the
erection, structural alteration or relocation of a sign within ten (10) working
days of receipt of a valid application, provided that the sign complies with all
applicable laws and regulations of the County. In all applications where a
matter of interpretation arises, the more specific definition or higher standard
shall prevail.

When a permit is denied, the Administrator shall within ten (10) working days,
provide a written notice to the applicant along with a statement of the reasons
for denial, citing sections of this Article and interpretation of possible
nonconformity. The Administrator may suspend or revoke an issued permit for any
false statement or misrepresentation of facts in the application.

Sec. 8.05 Permit Condition, Refunds, and Penalties
If a permit is denied, the permit fee will be refunded to the applicant.

A permit is valid for ninety (90) days upon issuance of the permit. A one (1)
time extension for sixty (60) days may be granted by the Administrator, provided
that the written request for the extension is made prior to the expiration date
of the issued permit.

If any sign is installed or placed on any property prior to receipt of a permit,
the specified permit fee shall be doubled. However, payment of the doubled fee
shall not relieve any person or any other requirements or penalties prescribed
in this Article.

Sec. 8.06 Inspection Upon Completion

Any person installing, structurally altering or relocating a sign for which a
permit has been issued shall notify the Administrator upon completicn of the
work. The Administrator may require a final inspection, including an electrical
inspection and inspection of footings on freestanding signs.

The Administrator may require at the time of issuance of a permit written

notification for an inspection be submitted prior to the installation of certain
signs.
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Sec. 8.07 Variances

All variances shall follow the procedure as outlined in Article V, Section 7 of
the Yellowstone County Zoning Regulations.

Sec. 8.08 Violations

When, in the opinion of the Administrator, a violation of this Article exists,
the Administrator shall issue a written notice to the alleged violator. The
notice shall specify those sections which the individual may be in violation of,
and shall state that the individual has fourteen (14) days from the date of the
order in which to correct the alleged violation.

If, wupon, inspection, the Administrator finds a sign is abandoned or
structurally, materially or electrically defective, or in any way endangers the
publiec, the Administrator shall issue a written notice to the owner of the sign
and the occupant of the premises stating the nature of the viclation and
requiring them to repair or remove the sign within fourteen (14) days of the date
of the notice.

In cases of emergency, the Administrator may cause the immediate removal of a
dangerous or defective sign without notice. Signs removed in this manner must
present a hazard to the public safety as defined in the local building or traffic
codes.

Sec. 8.09 Removal of Signs By The Administrator

The Administrator may cause the removal of an illegal sign in cases of emergency,
or for failure to comply with the written orders of removal or repair. After
removal or demolition of the sign, a notice shall be mailed to the sign owner
stating the nature of the work and the date on which it was performed and
demanding payment of the costs as certified by the Administrator.

If the amount specified in the notice is not paid within thirty (30) days of the
notice, it shall become an assessment upon a lien against the property of the
sign owner, and will be certified as an assessment against the property together
with 1.5 percent per month penalty for collection in the same manner as the real
estate taxes.

The owner of the property upon which the sign is located shall be presumed to be
the owner of all signs thereon unless facts to the contrary are brought to the
attention of the Administrator, as in the case of a leased sign.

For purposes of removal, the definition of sign shall include all esign
embellishments and structures designed specifically to support the sign.

Séc. 8.10 Penalties
Any person who fails to comply with the provisions of this Resolution may be

subject to penalties as outlined in Article XI, Sectien 3 of the Yellowstone
County Zoning Regulations.
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Section 27-1405
ELECTRONIC MESSAGE DISPLAY (EMD) SIGNS

C.

1.

EMD Signs Prohibited
EMD signs are prohibited in the following districts:

(a) Agriculture

(b) All residential base zone districts (RR1, RR3, N4, and RRMH) and residential zones in a PD
or PND.

(c) Public 1

Display Technology

The technology currently being deployed for EMDs is LED (light emitting diode), but there may
be alternate, preferred, and superior technology available in the future. Any other technology that
operates pursuant to the display brightness limits above shall not require an ordinance change
for approval.

Incorporation in Wall or Freestanding Sign
(a) An EMD may only be used in conjunction with an adjacent wall sign or as part of a
freestanding sign and shall not be displayed on its own.

(1) The EMD shall not be larger than 40 percent of the total square footage of the permanent
graphic portion of the sign when compared as separate components.

(2) For purposes of determining the allowable total sign area, the permanent graphic portion
of the sign and the EMD shall be included in the same perimeter and measured as a
single sign, inclusive of any physical separation between the two components.

(b) Only one EMD sign, either wall or freestanding is permitted per developed parcel. EMD
sign(s) shall be counted in the total number of signs allowed on the parcel.

Generally Applicable Display Standards
(a) All EMD signs shall comply with the following display standards:

(1) EMDs must be equipped with an automatic image dimming capability (ambient light
monitors). This feature must be enabled at all times, allowing the display to automatically
adjust brightness based on ambient light conditions. The sign must be operated at a
brightness level no greater than the manufacturer's recommended levels

(2) The sign shall not include audio, pyrotechnic, bluecasting (bluetooth advertising), or
other similar components.

Static Display EMD
Where a static display EMD is permitted by this article, the following standards shall apply:

(a) A static display EMD may display a series of static messages and may not flash, scintillate,
blink, show motion borders or traveling lights, employ any other aspect of animation, or
display video.

(b) Messages on static display EMDs shall not include flashing, the varying of light intensity, or
scrolling.

(c) Each static message on the sign shall be displayed for a minimum of six seconds in duration.
(d) Message change shall be completed instantaneously.

(e) There shall be a direct change from one message to the next. All transition effects, such as
motion, animation, fading, scrolling, or dissolving are prohibited.
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6.

Animated Display EMD
Where an animated display EMD is permitted by this article, the following standards shall apply:

(@)
(b)

()

(d)

The sign shall be on-premises;

A freestanding animated display EMD sign shall be separated by at least 35 linear feet in any
direction from any other freestanding animated display EMD;

The sign shall be located at least 100 feet from any agriculture or residential zone (A, RR1,
RR3, N4, RRMH or any residential zone in a PD or PND); and

Video display is prohibited.

Sign Permit Conditions
The following conditions apply to all EMD sign permits. Failure to comply shall result in the sign
ceasing operation until compliance occurs.

()

(b)

That the sign shall at all times be operated in accordance with County codes and that the
owner or operator shall provide proof of such conformance within 24 hours of a request by
the County;

That a County inspector may access the property upon 24 hours’ notice to the owner,
operator or permittee so that the County may verify that the EMD has the automatic image
dimming capability engaged. In the event of a citizen complaint regarding the EMD
brightness, the owner, operator or permittee may be required by the County inspector to
manually reduce the brightness to a lower setting;

That whether the sign is programmed from the site or from a remote location, the computer
interface that programs the sign and the sign's operation manual shall be available to County
staff upon 24 hours’ notice to the owner, operator or permittee.

Sign permit applications to install an EMD must include a certification from the owner or
operator that the sign shall at all times be operated in compliance with the conditions set out
in County code. The owner, operator or permittee shall immediately provide proof of such
conformance upon request of the County.

Figure 18: EMD Sign Examples
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SECTION 27-1406 GENERALLY APPLICABLE SITE AND DESIGN STANDARDS
ILLUMINATION FOR NON-ELECTRONIC MESSAGE DISPLAYS

A

1. Intent
Light sources to illuminate signs shall neither be visible from any street right-of-way, nor cause
glare which is hazardous or distracting to pedestrians, vehicle drivers, or adjacent properties.
2. External lllumination
Externally illuminated signs shall have lighting confined to the sign and shall be positioned and
shielded to minimize impacts to the surrounding area(s).
3. Internal lllumination
(a) Internally illuminated signs, where permitted, including neon lighting, must be static in
intensity and color.
(b) The light source for internally illuminated signs must be entirely enclosed within the sign.
4. Flashing or Rotating Lights Restricted
Flashing or rotating lights are prohibited.
LANDSCAPING

The area surrounding a freestanding sign shall comply with the applicable requirements of Section
27-1200, Landscaping.
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SECTION 27-1409 BILLBOARD SIGNS

A.  APPLICABILITY WITHIN THE INTERSTATE CORRIDOR

Billboards shall be permitted in the Interstate Corridor (660 feet either side of the right-of-way of the
Interstate Highway) on properties zoned C3, CX, I1, or |2 as follows:

1. Billboards located within the Interstate Corridor shall have a maximum size of 600 square feet in
size and shall be no more than 40 feet in height.

2. Billboards shall be separated by a minimum distance of 500 feet.

3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent residential uses
or traffic.

B. APPLICABILITY OUTSIDE THE INTERSTATE CORRIDOR

1. Billboards not located in the interstate corridor are allowed as indicated below.
Table 27-1400.22: Billboard Height, Maximum

Zone District Max. Height (ft) Max. Size (sq. ft.) Min. Separation (ft)
Commercial 3 (C3) 30 288 750
Heavy Commercial (CX) 30 300 700
Industrial 1 and 2 (11, 12) 40 378 500

2. In all districts, lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent
residential uses or traffic.
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Appeal of Administrative Decision — 330 Charlene St — EMD Billboard in CX zone

Zoning Map and Site Photos
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Subject Property

Heavy Industrial (12)

Light Industrial (I1)
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2004 aerial of site (Google Earth Pro)
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Subject property from Charlene St



View south along Charlene St

View north along Charlene St
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Appellant’s photo — east facing sign after update to EMD

,4:00 PM WEST FACE AFTER.bmp

|

I gaANANA

somic gAN99¢ 4 g i

ALl DAY, EVERY DAY

Appellant’s photo — west facing sign after update to EMD



Appeal 23-01
APPLICATION FORM [
COUNTY VARIANCE County Variance #_m - Project 4 P2X-23.000§

The undersigned as owner(s) of the following described property hereby request a Variance from the terms
of the Yellowstone County Unified Zoning Regulations.
TRGL ZD- 0309210230 4110000

PROPERTY. TAXID# VYO|22S COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #__|
Legal Description of Property: S 02 , “T o\ 5 ; .26 E; C.0.S. 110
avcel 13, AMD Gro (ode - ©3-:0927- 02304~

Address or General Location (If unknown, contact County Public Works): 330 CHaelemes ST

X

Zoning Classification:

Size of Parcel (Area & Dimensions): _/.2&  ACRES

Covenants or Deed Restrictions on Property:  Yes No__ X
If yes, please attach to application
Variance Requested:
Facts of Hardship: A,gagg,f_ 'g-cm, B\g\lﬁ\ Cenyersisnd Lt ard

See prtbthen

**x  Additional information may be required as determined by the Zoning Coordinator in order to fully
evaluate the application.

Owner(s): Wove (e Raeloa & e = .
(Recorded Owner)
S22 “TARezz O% B anes  NT  Salo S- 2R
(Address)
YOG -BSS - 257/

(Phone Number) (email)
Agent(s): TPCE L Amaz Cc-m,gqni Es CLR’"A ROk DL

ame
Sos ) ﬁmﬂ‘awml bﬁ- sl\lfk\f) M‘-[ <TI0\,
i (‘Ag(}ll'g'%S)’{?‘ K’S’h"bb{lg lamac .cana / Mcpele “}Q {amn“'.(uw&
(Phone Number) (email) ¥

I understand that the filing fee accompanying this application is not refundable, that it pays for the cost of processing, and that the fee does not constitute a
payment for a Vgsjance. Also, I attest that all the information presented herein is factual and correct.

signature: WO CUAZL e oue: ALARD

(Recorded Owrlal')

i F@LWE’D h

H
=
=

o
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=
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PLANNING & COMMUNITY
SERVICES DEPARTMENT Yellowstone County Variance Packet 2023-2024




LAW OFFICE OF

MAXON R. DAVIS ‘ , TELEPHONE
OREGORY ). HATLEY DAVIS, HATLEY, HAFFEMAN & TIGHE, P.C. (406) 761-5243
é(.)SWEPH M. SULLIVAN* THE MILWAUKEE STATION, THIRD FLOOR (406)[7'1%1(-4126
'11?1;\])\2?]:”%'65 g&LALI\?R {01 RIVER DRIVE NORTH E-Mail
b (Retired) P. Q0. BOX 2103 max.duvisg@dhhilaw com

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403-2103

“Also admitted to practice in Qregon & Washington

April 27, 2023

Yellowstone County Board of Adjustment
¢/o Planning and Community Services
2825 3™ Ave. North, 4% Floor

Billings, MT 59101

Re:  Application No. PLNX-23-00301
Address—330 Charlene St.

Dear Board Members:

We represent Lamar Advertising Company of Montana. On behalf of Lamar, we
are hereby requesting a variance for the replacement of static billboards at the above
location with two billboards that will contain electronic messages. Lamar understands
that its application for this change was denied by your staff in an email message to
Lamar’s Kelly Strobel from the County’s zoning coordinator Nicole Cromwell on March
6, 2023 (copy attached).

As a first point, Lamar respectfully disagrees with Ms. Cromwell that an ESM
billboard is prohibited by the County’s existing sign ordinance, such that a variance is
even necessary. Billboards are specifically addressed by § 27-1409 of the Sign Code. It
contains no prohibition on the use of billboards with electronic messages. In the absence
of such a prohibition, it is our view that this new ESM technology is permitted for
billboards that are authorized by § 27-1409. The billboard location at issue is in the
Interstate Corridor. We are likewise unaware of any problem with the existing billboards
at the 330 Charlene Street location. Those billboards have been in place since the permit
for them was approved back in 1999 — a period of twenty four years.

Lamar understands and appreciates that Yellowstone County has addressed EMD
signs in § 27-1405(c) of the Sign Code. However, we read that section as wholly
inapplicable to billboards. The description in § 27-1405(c)(3)(b) to a limitation on
EMD’s per “developed parcel” makes no sense to billboards along the interstate corridor,
as described in § 27-1409.

That said, if the staff’s denial is not simply reversed for the reasons noted above,
Lamar does hereby request a formal variance be granted for it to install electronic
messaging on its existing billboards at 330 Charlene Street. A completed application for



Yellowstone County Board of Adjustment

April 27, 2023

Page 2

such a variance executed by Lamar is my second attachment. The basis for this variance
request is the same as set forth above. Lamar’s check for $182.00 is enclosed. Per § 27-
1626(D)(1-4), Lamar states that there will be no construction required beyond the
installation of the EMD technology on its existing billboards, which in fact is less
intrusive than the replacement of existing static signs, which itself has occurred
periodically since the installation of its billboards at that location, after the permit
approval back in 1999. In further support of this request for a variance, Lamar notes, as
per the supplemental information appended to this application, that Lamar has replaced
static billboards with EMD ones at multiple locations in Montana and has encountered no
problems with any of those billboards following the use of this new technology.

Lastly, per your Variance Review Application instructions, Lamar’s Kelly Strobel
will contact you within five (5) days of the date of this letter to arrange for an application
review appointment.

Very truly yours,

MRD:]j
cc: Client




From: Cromwell, Nicole

To: Kelly Strobel; Plecker, Monica; Friday, Wyeth; Allison Carley
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Permit # PLNX-23-00301 Charlene Street
Date: Monday, March 6, 2023 11:45:00 AM

Attachments: YC Section 27-1400 Sians.pdf

YC Sec 27-1621 Sign Permits.pdf
YC Sec 27-1615 Administrative Appeal.pdf

Hello Kelly and Allison,

Monica and | have had three discussions on this location.

| am sorry for the delay in response.

While the City Zoning code provides for EMD display on off-premise (billboard) signs, the County Zoning code
does not provide this specific language.

The County sign code applies to this location since it is outside the city limits.

The property is in a County zone district — Heavy Commercial (CX) - that allows off-premise signs.

When the County updated its sign code in 2020, it did not include the same language regarding EMD
technology as the City sign code update. The previous County sign code also did not allow EMD on off-premise
signs. The city and county sign codes were different. County off-premise signs are also not subject to the City’s
off-premise sign moratorium and limitation on new off-premise signs. The County sign code allows off-premise
signs in several zone districts and within the Interstate Corridor. The County sign code only applies to off-
premise signs within the zoning jurisdiction.

A plain reading and interpretation of the County code indicates this is not an allowed type of display
technology on off-premise signs in the County.

| have attached the relevant County zoning code sections — Sec. 27-1400 (sign code), subsection 27-1405.C
describes EMD signs and restrictions; subsection 27-1409 are the off-premise sign regulations.

If you disagree with this interpretation, you may appeal the decision to the County Board of Adjustment.

| have included the sign permit administrative review regulations at Sec 27-1621 and Sec 27-1615 on
Administrative Appeals of this determination.

Monica can discuss with you the refunding of any permit fees already submitted for the sign.

An appeal of this administrative decision has a County application fee of $182.

| am sorry the decision is not for approval, but a clear reading of the code does not allow this technology on
off-premise signs at this time.

Sincerely yours,

= . ITT L
L BI I II ngs Nicole Cromwell
ANNING Zoning Coordinator
‘ & COMMUNITY cromwelln@billingsmt.gov
2825 3rd Ave N, 4t Floor
Billings, MT 59101

P 406.247.8662 (Desk)
P 406.247-8676 (Dept)

billingsmt.gov

City of Billings email messages and attachments are subject to the Right to Know provisions of Montana’s Constitution (Art. Il, Sec. 9) and may be
considered a “public record” pursuant to Title 2, Chapter 6, Montana Code Annotated. As such, this email, its sender and receiver, and the contents
may be available for public disclosure and will be retained pursuant to the City’s record retention policies. Emails that contain confidential
information such as information related to individual privacy may be protected from disclosure under law. This message is intended for the use of
the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this transmission, please notify the sender immediately, do not
forward the message to anyone, and delete all copies. Thank you.

ATTENTION: Please use cromwelln@billingsmt.gov, emails sent to cromwelln@ci.billings.mt.us will be

rejected and not delivered after January 31, 2023.


mailto:CromwellN@billingsmt.gov
mailto:kstrobel@lamar.com
mailto:PleckerM@billingsmt.gov
mailto:FridayW@billingsmt.gov
mailto:ACarley@lamar.com
mailto:cromwelln@billingsmt.gov
https://www.ci.billings.mt.us/
mailto:cromwelln@billingsmt.gov
mailto:cromwelln@ci.billings.mt.us

27-1400 Sign Code

SECTION 27-1401 GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. PURPOSE AND INTERESTS
The County has a legitimate, important, substantial, or compelling interest in:

1.

Avoiding the proliferation of signs of generally increasing size, dimensions, and visual
intrusiveness that tends to result from property owners competing for the attention of passing
motorists and pedestrians because this approach to signage:

(a) Creates visual distraction and obstructs views, potentially creating safety hazards for
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians;

(b) May involve physical obstruction of streets, sidewalks, or trails, creating public safety
hazards;

(c) Degrades the aesthetic quality of the County, making the County a less attractive place for
residents, business owners, visitors, and private investment; and

(d) Dilutes or obscures messages on individual signs due to the increasing competition for

attention.

2. Maintaining and enhancing the character of the central business district and commercial
corridors, both of which are resources of exceptional quality and vibrancy to the community as a
whole.

3. Coordinating the location and type of signage with existing and proposed street frontage
landscaping in a manner that that contributes to the character, environmental quality, and
economic health of the County and the region.

4. Maintaining a high-quality aesthetic environment to protect and enhance property values,
leverage public investments in streets, sidewalks, trails, plazas, parks, open space, civic
buildings, and landscaping, and enhance community pride.

5. Protecting minors from speech that is harmful to them according to state or federal law, by
preventing such speech in places that are accessible to and used by minors.

B. FINDINGS

The County finds that:

1. Content-neutrality, viewpoint neutrality, and fundamental fairness in regulation and review are
essential to ensuring an appropriate balance between the important, substantial, and compelling
interests set out in this article and the constitutionally protected right to free expression.

2. Theregulations set out in this article are unrelated to the suppression of constitutionally protected
free expression, do not relate to the content of protected messages that may be displayed on
signs, and do not relate to the viewpoint of individual speakers.

3. The incidental restriction on the freedom of speech that may result from the regulation of signs
pursuant to this article is no greater than is essential to the furtherance of the important,
substantial, and compelling interests that are set out in this article.

4. Regulation of the location, number, materials, height, sign area, form, and duration of display of
temporary signs is essential to preventing sign clutter.

5. Temporary signs may be degraded, damaged, moved, or destroyed by wind, rain, snow, ice, and

sun, and after such degradation, damage, movement, or destruction, such signs harm the safety
and aesthetics of the public on County’s streets or sidewalks if they are not removed.
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6.

Certain classifications of speech are not constitutionally protected due to the harm that they
cause to individuals or the community.

C. SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY

1.

Signs containing noncommercial speech are permitted anywhere that commercial speech signs
are permitted, subject to the same regulations applicable to such signs. Any sign that can be
displayed under the provisions of this article may contain a noncommercial message.

If any clause, section, or other part of the application of these sign regulations shall be held by a
court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, it is the intent of the County that
such clause, section, or specific regulation be considered eliminated and not affecting the validity
of the remaining clauses, sections, or specific regulations that shall remain in full force and effect.

D. CONFLICTS WITH OTHER PROVISIONS
Nothing in this article shall be deemed a waiver of the provisions of any other ordinance or regulation
applicable to signs. Signs located in areas governed by several ordinances or applicable regulations
shall comply with all such ordinances and regulations. If there is a conflict between this article and any
other ordinance or regulation, the more stringent shall apply.

SECTION 27-1402 APPLICABILITY
A. APPLICABILITY

1.

The regulations contained in this article shall apply to, and regulate the display, construction,
installation, erection, alteration, use, location, maintenance, and removal of all signs and support
structures in all districts unless the sign, item, or activity is expressly exempted from these
regulations.

No new sign shall be located, erected, modified, or maintained except in compliance with the
regulations contained in this article.

Existing signs that were legally installed are not required to come into compliance with this article
unless changes to the sign are made in a manner regulated in Section 27-1403, Nonconformities.
Existing signs are required to comply with maintenance requirements and are subject to
abandonment per Section 27-1411, Installation and Maintenance.

B. SIGN PERMIT REQUIRED

1.

New Signs

A sign permit shall be required to erect, place, modify the size or shape, allow the continued
placement, or convert any portion of a sign, including a conversion from temporary to permanent
or from non-EMD to EMD unless otherwise provided in this article.

Existing Signs
Changes to existing signs that are made nonconforming by the 2020 Zoning Code update require
a sign permit and are subject to Section 27-1403, Nonconformities.

Sign Permit Exemptions

The following activities shall not require a sign permit, provided that these exemptions shall not
be construed as relieving the owner from the responsibility to comply with the provisions of this
Zoning Code or any other County law or ordinance:

(a) Changing of the advertising copy or message on an existing approved painted or printed
sign, marquee, changeable copy sign or a similar approved sign whether electrical,
illuminated, electronic changing message display or non-illuminated painted message which
are all specifically designed for the use of replaceable copy;
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(b)

()

Painting, repainting, cleaning or other normal maintenance and repair of a sign not involving
structural changes. Replacement of or a change of a plastic sign face will be included as an
exempt operation;

Changes in the content of show window displays and permitted temporary signs;

C. EXEMPTIONS

The following signs, items, and operations shall not require a sign permit, but shall be undertaken in
conformance with this article, and all adopted building code(s):

1.

Internal and Integral Signs

(a)

(b)

(€)

(d)

Signs not intended for view or readily legible from the public right-of-way or adjacent
residential, public, or civic districts or uses.

Integral signs that are carved into stone or similar material that are integral to the building or
plaques that are placed flat against a building. Integral signs shall not exceed four square
feet in area

Signs that are less than one square foot in area that are affixed to machines, equipment,
fences, gates, walls, gasoline pumps, or utility cabinets.

Signs or banners on fences and structures within an arena, park, recreational complex, or
athletic field, provided such signs or banners face inward to the arena, park, recreational
complex, or athletic field.

Flags and Insignia

(a)
(b)

Flags that are affixed to a permanent flagpole or structure.

Up to two flutter flags affixed to a permanent flag pole.

Neighborhood Watch Area

(a)

(b)

(€)

All developed properties within a neighborhood watch area may post one sign provided by
the neighborhood watch organization. Neighborhood watch signs shall be posted on private

property.

Wall signs, not exceeding four square feet in sign area, shall be placed flat against the wall
of a building.

Freestanding signs shall not exceed four square feet in sign area and six feet in height and
shall be placed at least one foot behind all property lines. The maximum height for a
freestanding sign located within a clear vision area, defined in Section 27-1802.H, is 30
inches.

Public Signs

(@)

(b)

(€)

Official public signs approved by a governmental body with jurisdiction over issues such as
traffic safety, pedestrian safety, schools, railroads, or public notice, as well as signs required
by the Manual of Uniform Traffic Controls.

Signs and notices required to be displayed, maintained, or posted by law or by any court or
governmental order, rule, or regulation.

Government signs and notices provided for the convenience and safety of the community.

Seasonal Displays

(a)

Seasonal displays that might include incidental signage provided both the sign and the
display meet the clear vision area requirements of Section 27-1802.H.

Vehicle Signs
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Lettering or symbols applied directly onto or flush-mounted magnetically to a motor vehicle

operating in the normal course of business.

D. PROHIBITED SIGNS
The following types of signs and sign structures are prohibited in all districts, except as otherwise
provided by this article.

1.

Distracting, Interfering, or Confusing Signs

(a)

(d)

Non-electronic message displays signs that are animated by means of flashing, scintillating,
blinking, traveling lights, displaying video, or any other means not providing constant
illumination. Electronic message displays may be allowed provided they comply with the
standards in Section 27-1405.C.

Signs that contain or are an imitation of an official traffic or emergency sign or signal or which,
by reason of their size, movement, content, coloring or manner of illumination, may be
confused with or construed as a traffic control sign, signal or device, or the light of an
emergency or road equipment vehicle, or which hide from view any traffic or street sign or
signal or device.

Signs with a lighting or control mechanism that causes radio, radar, cellular, wireless, or
other electronic signal interference.

Wind-driven signs; additionally, no sign shall be suspended by chains or other devices that
will allow the sign to swing due to wind action. Signs shall be anchored to prevent any lateral
movement.

External Movement and Light Projecting Signs

(a)

(b)
()

Signs that operate or employ visible moving parts or any portion of which moves, or give the
illusion of motion;

Signs that emit audible sound, odor or visible matter; or

Signs that are light projecting or operate or employ any motion picture projection or video
projection in conjunction with any advertisements.

E. PROHIBITED LOCATIONS
Signs and sign structures, including exempt signs, are prohibited in the following locations:

1.

2.

Improper Location

(a)
(b)

(€)
(d)

In the right-of-way or on other public property without approval of the County.

Placed on private property without the consent of the owner or authorized agent of the owner
of such property.

Within a clear vision triangle and the sign is greater than 30 inches in height above grade.

Attached to utility poles, other utility or public infrastructure structures or equipment, or
wireless communication facilities.

Creation of Hazardous Condition

(a)

Signs that create conflict with traffic control signs, signals, or various private signs resulting
in vehicular or pedestrian safety hazards, including any sign placed at any location where it
may, by reason of its size, shape, design, location, content, coloring, or manner of
illumination, constitute a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by obstructing the vision
of drivers, by obscuring or otherwise physically interfering with any official traffic control
device, or that may be confused with an official traffic control device.
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(b) Signs that creates a danger to the public during periods of inclement weather or high winds
due to their location or the manner in which they are placed.

(c) Signs that create a hazard due to collapse, fire, collision, decay, abandonment, or other
safety considerations.

(d) Signs that obstruct firefighting, police, or emergency activities.

(e) Signs that are improperly mounted or installed, such as signs attached to a standpipe, gutter
drain, unbraced parapet wall, or fire escape, unless the safety of such sign and such
mounting have been verified in writing by a structural engineered licensed to practice in the
state.

Parking of Advertising Vehicles:

No person shall park any vehicle or trailer on a public right-of-way or public property or on private
property so that it is visible from the public right-of-way and which has attached thereto or located
thereon any sign or advertising device for the sole purpose of providing advertisement of products
or directing people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby property or any other
premises. This section is not intended to prohibit any form of vehicular signage such as a sign
attached to a bus or lettered on a motor vehicle, or company vehicle signs.

Fence or Wall Signs

Non-exempt signs that are painted on or attached to any fence or any wall which is not structurally
a part of a building.

PROHIBITED CONTENT

No sign shall be approved or disapproved based on the content or message it displays, except that
the following content, without reference to the viewpoint of the speaker, shall not be displayed on
signs:

1.
2.

5.

Text or graphics that is harmful to minors as defined by state or federal law;

Text or graphics that are obscene, fighting words, defamation, incitement to imminent lawless
action, or true threats, as such words and phrases are defined by controlling law;

Text or graphics that present a danger or risk due to their potential confusion with traffic control
signs;

Signs that provide false information related to public safety (e.g., signs that use the words "stop”
or “caution” or comparable words, phrases, symbols, or characters) that are presented in a
manner as to confuse or imply a safety hazard that doesn’t exist; or

Text or graphics that provide false or misleading information.

SECTION 27-1403 NON-CONFORMING SIGNS

NONCONFORMING SIGNS

Where a lawful sign exists at the effective date of this article, or amendment of this article, that would
be illegal under the terms of this article, the use of such sign may be continued so long as it remains
otherwise lawful, subject to the provisions of this section.

CLASSIFICATION OF NONCONFORMITIES
There are two types of legal, nonconforming signs: major and minor. Signs with multiple
nonconforming elements are classified in the category of the most significant nonconformity.

A

1.

Major Nonconforming Signs
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Major nonconforming signs are those signs for which the nonconformity generates a nuisance
per se, violates County sign policy, or is incompatible with adjacent signs and/or the adopted
guiding principles such that public policy favors their elimination from the zone if they are
discontinued, abandoned, or destroyed. Major nonconforming signs include:

(a) Dangerous signs;

(b) Signs that exceed the maximum height or size permitted in the zone district by more than
20%;

(c) Nonconforming setback that encroaches on or over a public right-of-way, clear vision area,
or public access easement;

(d) Signs with nonconforming illumination;
(e) Nonconforming sign types; and

() Signs approved with a variance that permits any issue included in this major nonconformity
list,

Minor Nonconforming Signs
Minor nonconforming signs are any nonconforming signs that are not classified as major
nonconforming signs. Minor nonconforming signs include but are not limited to:

(a) Signs that exceed the maximum height or size permitted in the zone district by 20% or less;
(b) Nonconforming setback that does not encroach on or over a right-of-way, and

(c) Nonconforming separation.

C. MAJOR NONCONFORMITIES

1.

Alterations

(a) A major nonconforming sign or sign structure may not be altered in any way that increases
any nonconformity. A proposed change to any nonconforming aspect of a major
nonconforming sign shall require the entire sign to be brought into conformance with this
article.

(b) General repairs, maintenance, and change to advertising copy that does not include
replacing a static sign with an EMD are not considered alterations.

Replacement

(a) A major nonconforming sign that is voluntarily replaced shall be replaced with a conforming
sign.

(b) A major nonconforming sign that loses its nonconforming status per Section 27-1403.F shall
be replaced with a conforming sign.

D. MINOR NONCONFORMITIES

1.

Alterations

(a) A minor nonconforming sign may be altered in a manner that conforms to this Zoning Code
while still maintaining the nonconforming elements. For example, a sign that is two feet over
the height limit for the zone district may be altered provided the height is not increased.

(b) General repairs, maintenance, and change to advertising copy that does not include
replacing a static sign with an EMD are not considered alterations.

Replacement
(a) A minor nonconforming sign that is voluntarily replaced shall be replaced with a conforming
sign.
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(b) A minor nonconforming sign that loses its nonconforming status per Section 27-1403.F shall
be replaced with a conforming sign.

E. SIGNREMOVAL FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES

Any nonconforming sign temporarily removed by a public utility company, the County, or any
governmental agency to accommodate repair, maintenance, or expansion operations may be
replaced, provided that there is no change in size, height, or location of the sign. If any sign is moved
as a direct result of a governmental or utility project, it may be relocated to a position determined by
the public works director to be appropriate in relation to the project, and such a sign shall not be
considered nonconforming for the reason of applicable separation standards. No permit shall be
required for such replacement.

F. LOSS OF NONCONFORMING STATUS

A nonconforming sign shall lose its nonconforming designation and be required to come into
compliance with this article if any of the following apply:

1. Any portion of the primary sign structure is replaced.

2. The primary structure on the site is replaced, renovated in a manner that expands the building
footprint by more than 50%, or when the sign is required to be moved to accommodate building
replacement or expansion in compliance with the zone district regulations.

3. A major nonconforming sign is removed, relocated, or replaced for any reason except towards
compliance with this article.

4. If more than 50 percent of a nonconforming sign is damaged by any means, as measured by total
replacement cost of both the sign and structure prior to such destruction, and the sign type is no
longer permitted in the zone district, it shall be considered destroyed and shall not be brought
back into service or use except in conformity with the provisions of this article.

5. The sign is voluntarily replaced in compliance with this article.
6. The signis abandoned pursuant to Section 27-1410.B.
G. MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

1. Anonconforming sign is subject to all requirements of this article regarding safety, maintenance,
and repair.

2. Temporary removal of any portion of a sign for repairs or general maintenance shall not be
considered to be in violation of this section, provided that no alterations are made to the sign or
sign structure. Should such sign or sign structure be moved permanently for any reason and over
any distance whatsoever, it shall thereafter conform to all regulations for the district in which it is
located after it has been moved or relocated.

3. Maintenance shall not include the conversion of a nonconforming sign to an electronic message
display sign. Any such conversions may only be made to a conforming sign and shall be subject
to the permitting and fee requirements set forth in this article.

H. RECORDS

In addition to initial and construction inspections, signs may be inspected periodically by the Planning
and Community Services Department to ensure continued compliance with this article.
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SECTION 27-1404 MEASUREMENT AND CALCULATION

A. APPLICABILITY
This section applies to all sign types and classifications, including permanent signs, temporary signs,
and off-premises signs.

B. SIGNAREA

1. Maximum
The permitted maximum area for all individual signs is determined by the sign type and the zoning
district in which the sign is located.

2. Building and Street Frontage
(a) Building frontage is the wall of the principal building that faces the street abutting the
property.
(1) If the principal building is located on a corner lot, the frontage shall be the wall of the
principal building which faces the street with the highest average daily traffic count.

(2) Accessory structures shall not be included in the calculation of maximum signage. Wall
signs may be affixed to accessory structures; where this is done the amount of signage
used on the accessory structure shall be deducted from the total amount of wall signage
permitted on the property.

(3) The surface area of a wall shall be determined by measuring the building height and
multiplying it by the length of the wall, without deduction for doors and windows. "False
fronts" and mansard roofs shall not be included when calculating the total area of a wall.

(b) Street frontage is the linear footage of a lot adjacent to a street or right-of-way. Street
frontage calculation includes driveways.

(c) If the principal building is located on a corner lot, both frontages on a public street or right-
of-way shall be allowed to apply principal signage standards. When a site has multiple
frontages with permitted signage, the permitted signage may only be used on the frontage
for which it has been calculated; permitted sign area may not be transferred from one
frontage to another unless specifically stated in this article.

3. Method of Measuring Sign Area
(a) Freestanding Signs

(1) The sign area of a freestanding sign shall be measured from the outside edge of the
sign face.

a. The sign area of a freestanding sign consisting of more than one single-sided sign
shall be computed by adding together the total area(s) of all signs.

b. Area calculation does not include decorative rocks or landscaping adjacent to a
monument sign.

(2) The sign area for multiple-sided signs shall be calculated as follows:

a. The total sign area for a two-sided sign shall be calculated using one face, but the
second face may not exceed the area of the first face.
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SECTION 27-1404 MEASUREMENT AND CALCULATION

A. APPLICABILITY
This section applies to all sign types and classifications, including permanent signs, temporary signs,
and off-premises signs.

B. SIGNAREA

1. Maximum
The permitted maximum area for all individual signs is determined by the sign type and the zoning
district in which the sign is located.

2. Building and Street Frontage
(a) Building frontage is the wall of the principal building that faces the street abutting the
property.
(1) If the principal building is located on a corner lot, the frontage shall be the wall of the
principal building which faces the street with the highest average daily traffic count.

(2) Accessory structures shall not be included in the calculation of maximum signage. Wall
signs may be affixed to accessory structures; where this is done the amount of signage
used on the accessory structure shall be deducted from the total amount of wall signage
permitted on the property.

(3) The surface area of a wall shall be determined by measuring the building height and
multiplying it by the length of the wall, without deduction for doors and windows. "False
fronts" and mansard roofs shall not be included when calculating the total area of a wall.

(b) Street frontage is the linear footage of a lot adjacent to a street or right-of-way. Street
frontage calculation includes driveways.

(c) If the principal building is located on a corner lot, both frontages on a public street or right-
of-way shall be allowed to apply principal signage standards. When a site has multiple
frontages with permitted signage, the permitted signage may only be used on the frontage
for which it has been calculated; permitted sign area may not be transferred from one
frontage to another unless specifically stated in this article.

3. Method of Measuring Sign Area
(a) Freestanding Signs

(1) The sign area of a freestanding sign shall be measured from the outside edge of the
sign face.

a. The sign area of a freestanding sign consisting of more than one single-sided sign
shall be computed by adding together the total area(s) of all signs.

b. Area calculation does not include decorative rocks or landscaping adjacent to a
monument sign.

(2) The sign area for multiple-sided signs shall be calculated as follows:

a. The total sign area for a two-sided sign shall be calculated using one face, but the
second face may not exceed the area of the first face.
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b. The total sign area for a three-sided sign shall be calculated using one face, but the
second and third face total area may not exceed the area of the first face.

(b) Three-Dimensional Signs T —— e

The sign area of three-dimensional free-form - |
or sculptural (non-planar) signs is calculated lll Q | 4 |
as 50 percent of the sum of the area of the

four vertical sides of the smallest cube that
will encompass the sign.

(c) Wall Signs | s l

(1) Wall Sign with Border: The sign area is I~
entire area within any type of perimeter s
or border which may enclose the outer g
limits of the sign face.

(2) Wall Sign without Border: The area of
the sign that does not have a perimeter
or border shall be computed by enclosing the entire area with parallelograms, triangles,
or circles of the smallest size sufficient to cover the entire area of the sign and computing
the area of these parallelograms, triangles or circles. The area computed shall be the
maximum portion or portions which may be viewed from any one direction.

(d) Window Signs

Sign area percentage is measured for each architecturally distinct window by dividing the
sign area by the window area.

C. HEIGHT AND CLEARANCE
The permitted maximum height for all signs is determined by the sign type and the zoning district in
which the sign is located. Sign height and clearance is measured as follows:

Identification of the vertical sides
of a three-dimensional sign

1. Freestanding Sign Height
(a) The vertical distance measured from the highest point of the sign to the crown of the adjacent
street, not including the interstate highway.

(b) Height shall include the sign face, base, cabinet, and ornamental cap.

(c) When the existing finished grade at the point of measurement is lower than the average
elevation of the adjacent street finished grade parallel to the location where the sign will be
installed, that portion of the sign below the
street shall not be included in determining
the sign's overall height.

8

Business
Name

2. Sign Clearance
(a) Clearance for freestanding and projecting
signs shall be measured as the smallest
vertical distance between finished grade
directly underneath the sign at the lowest
point of the sign structure, including any
framework or other structural elements.

#

Sign Height

Logo

Sign Height

(b) Signs that project over a roof shall maintain = g |_ h| -
a four foot clearance over the average roof Grade
height.
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D. SEPARATION

1. On-premises sign separation shall be measured along the property lines from the center of the
sign.

2. Off-premises sign separation shall be measured in linear feet.
E. SETBACK
1. Required setbacks are measured from the property line inward.

2. Clear vision areas, defined in Section 27-1802.H, may be required in addition to specified
setbacks.
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SECTION 27-1405 GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR PERMANENT, ON-PREMISES SIGNS

The purpose of this section is to provide generally applicable sign regulations by sign type. The section is
organized by sign category —freestanding, attached, and electronic message displays (EMDs). The amount
of sighage permitted by zone district is identified in Section 27-1406.

A. FREESTANDING SIGNS

1.  Number of Signs Permitted and Required Separation for Multiple Signs
(a) Where a developed property abuts more than the total lineal feet of street frontage applicable
to a specific district, one additional free-standing may be erected for each additional 300 feet
of street frontage as described in Table 27-1400.1.

(b) For properties where more than one freestanding sign is permitted, the distance between
freestanding signs on that parcel shall meet the distance specified in Table 27-1400.1.

(c) Where a developed parcel has frontage on more than one public right-of-way or street,
excluding alleys, driveways, and service ways the provisions of this subsection shall apply to
each street frontage.

Table 27-1400.1: Permitted Number of Permanent Freestanding Signs

Number of Permanent Street Frontage Length
Freestanding Signs Frontage (linear feet) Separation (ft)
1 0-600 150
2 601-900 150
3 (max) 901-1200 150

2. Access Point Signs
(a) Access point signage shall be located at
public access points where a driveway or L . k. '
other public entryway intersects with a public = Y & DRIVE
street. Access point signs are for vehicular & TR
access, not pedestrian access. :

(b) Access point signs that are visible from the
public right-of-way shall be permanently
anchored or fastened.

(c) Each vehicular access point may have one Figure 1. Sample Access Point Sign
access point sign.

(d) Access point signs are exempt from the total freestanding sign calculation in Table 27-
1400.1 and are not included in freestanding sign separation measurements.

3. Monument Signs

Monument signs shall have zero clearance above the existing finish grade level and shall be
supported in or on the ground.
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Sign Cabinet. Sign Cabinet.
Sign Area:
Electronic
Message S | G N
Board Electronic

Figure 3: Monument Sign Examples

4. Pole Signs

(a) If a free-standing sign projects over a private vehicular driveway or parking lot aisle, the

minimum clearance of 14 feet shall be maintained between the bottom of the sign edge and
the established grade of the site.

(b) Aclear, unobstructed area, a minimum of eight feet in height is required above existing finish
grade level when a pole sign is located over a pedestrian walkway or within a clear sight

triangle.
i R o S
SIGN ¢ Sign Area. S|GN 5Sign Area. | &Sign Area.

G
— N

e

GJ

I

1. Sign mounted onto a 2. Sign mounted on a single 3. Sign hanging from a
double set of poles. pole. single pole.
Figure 3: Pole Sign Configurations
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Figure 4.
Pole Sign Examples

5. Pedestrian-Scale Signs

(a) A pedestrian-scale pole-mounted sign is freestanding and may be mounted on one or two
poles. Three configurations are permitted:

Sign Area.

Sl I{_ Sign Area.
1. Sign mounted onto a 2. Sign mounted on a single 3. Si}qn hanging from a
double set of poles. pole. single pole.

Figure 5: Pedestrian-Scale Sign Configurations
(b) Hanging signs may not overhang a lot line or right-of-way.
6. Structural Canopy

Structural canopy signs shall be mounted on the canopy and shall not project more than 24
inches above or below the canopy structure. Signs that project below the canopy shall maintain

a minimum clearance of 14 feet between the bottom of the sign edge and the established grade
of the site.
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Figure 6. Structural Canopy Sign Examples

7. Subdivision, Neighborhood, and Ranch Entrance Signs
(a) Two entrance signs are permitted per subdivision or neighborhood entrances.

(b) A sign, masonry wall, landscaping and other similar materials or features may be combined
to form a display.

(c) Dimensions:
(1) Sign area, max: 32 square feet

(2) Height, max.: Eight feet or the height of the wall on which the sign is located, whichever
is lower.

(38) Setback: a minimum of five feet behind all property lines.

(d) Ranches located in an Agriculture (A) district are permitted one ranch entrance sign at each
public entrance, not to exceed 48 square feet in sign area or 32 feet in height.

& "7" B\ - el b .
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Figure 7: Subdivision and Neighborhood Sign Examples
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B. ATTACHED SIGNS

1.  Awning Signs
Signage placed upon an awning will count as one sign for that awning or canopy regardless
of the number of sides of the awning or canopy have signage.

(@)

ARTICLE 27-1400 SIGN CODE

Maximum Projection: six feet from the building and the awning and sign shall not project
closer than two feet from back of curb. An encroachment permit is required for any awning
sign that encroaches into the public right-of-way.

Minimum Clearance: eight feet.

The awning sign shall not interfere with the operation any window, door, ventilation system
or the roof design.

Sign
Projection.

Height

Width

N

I
l

Minimum
Clearance to
Walk.

Sign Area.

Awning Sig\r:

)

Valance

Projection

T
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e i

until 3 Ap;q
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Figure 8: Awning Sign Elerments

Figure
9: Awning Sign Examples
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2. Canopy Signs
(a) Minimum Clearance: eight feet. Where under-canopy signs are permitted there shall be eight
feet of clearance beneath the under-canopy sign.

(b) Maximum Projection: Canopy signs may project up to two feet to a vertical line from the curb
face over the right-of-way. An encroachment permit is required for any canopy sign that
encroaches into the public right-of-way.

(c) Signage placed on a canopy will count as one sign for that canopy regardless of the number
of sides of the canopy have signage.

(d) The canopy sign shall not interfere with the operation of any window, door, ventilation system,
or the roof design.

Figure 10: Canopy Sign Examples

Figure 11: Canopy Sign Elements

Sign Area.
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Maximum
Height.
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3. Marquee Sign
(a) Minimum Clearance: Eight feet

(b) Maximum Projection: six feet from the building; the sign shall not project closer than two feet
from back of curb. An encroachment permit is required for any projecting sign that
encroaches into the public right-of-way.

(c) Marquee signs may be used only on theaters.

(d) The roofs of allmarquees exceeding 40 square feet shall be properly guttered and connected
with downspouts to storm sewers so that water will not drip or flow into sidewalks or streets.

(e) All signage on the marquee shall be affixed flat to the vertical face of the marquee.

() Either manual changeable copy or EMDs may be incorporated in the overall signage. EMD
and manual changeable copy sign areas are limited to the face of the marquee, without
extension above or below the marquee. The EMD message shall be limited to one copy

change every 24 hours.
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Figure 12: Marquee Sign Examples
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4. Projecting Sign
(a) Minimum Clearance: Eight feet

(b) Maximum Projection: Six feet from the building or two feet from the back of curb, whichever
is less. Permission from County Public Works is required for any projecting sign that
encroaches into or over the public right-of-way.

(c) Maximum Sign Dimensions: Six by eight feet.

(d) Supports shall be covered in a neat and orderly fashion. Guy wire support is prohibited.

=
Sign
Projection. —(_L)
Maximum ?
Sign e
Length. N Sign Area.
Minimum Clearance to
Walk.
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5. Roof Sign
(a) Maximum Height: Roof signs shall not extend more than four feet above the average height
of the roof.

(b) Maximum Projection: Roof signs shall not project horizontally, overhang, or extend beyond
any exterior wall or parapet line of any roof.

(c) The supports, anchors, or braces for the roof sign shall be enclosed so that they are not
visible from the street or other public or private property.

(d) Roof signs shall be designed to look like part of the building or roof structure, with most of
the sign structure incorporated into the sign design, rather than suspended from or standing
on the building that displays significant sign structure. Roof signs shall typically be situated
parallel to the adjacent street.

(e) Neon glass is permitted provided the neon is not visible from the rear of the sign.

Figure 13: Roof Sign Examples
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Figure 14. Roof Sign Elements
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6. Wall Sign

(a) Maximum Projection:

(1)

)

)

Wall signs that do not extend more than 12 inches from the face of the building may be
installed at any height on the structure.

Wall signs that project more than 12 inches from the face of the building shall be installed
with eight feet of clearance below the sign.

Signs that project more than 24 inches or that are not installed parallel to the wall plane
shall be considered projecting signs.

(b) Maximum Height:

(1)
(@)

Wall sign(s) shall not extend above the roofline of the building to which it is attached.

An EMD wall sign shall be placed at least two feet from the top of the wall on which it is
installed. Where the size of the structure on which the sign is placed permits, the
maximum height of a wall sign with an EMD shall be 40 feet from the building wall grade.
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Figure 15: Wall Sign Examples
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7.  Window Sign
(a) The area of window signs shall be counted as part of the overall permitted sign area as
follows:

(1) Sign face coverage of up to 25 percent of the area of an individual window is exempt
from calculation in the overall sign area maximum.

(1) The total amount of any sign face coverage that exceeds 25 percent of the area of an
individual window shall be included in the wall area signage calculation. For example, if
a business installs a window sign that covers 35 percent of the window, 10% of the sign
area is included in the wall sign area calculation.

(b) Location: Ground or upper story windows.

(c) Installation: Signs may be affixed directly to the inside or outside window or hung/mounted
inside the window from the top, side, or bottom of the window frame or similar architectural
element.

~ Sprint | »

Figure 16: Window Sign Examples
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Figure 17. Window Sign Elements
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C.

ELECTRONIC MESSAGE DISPLAY (EMD) SIGNS

1.

EMD Signs Prohibited
EMD signs are prohibited in the following districts:

(a) Agriculture

(b) All residential base zone districts (RR1, RR3, N4, and RRMH) and residential zones in a PD
or PND.

(c) Public 1

Display Technology

The technology currently being deployed for EMDs is LED (light emitting diode), but there may
be alternate, preferred, and superior technology available in the future. Any other technology that
operates pursuant to the display brightness limits above shall not require an ordinance change
for approval.

Incorporation in Wall or Freestanding Sign
(a) An EMD may only be used in conjunction with an adjacent wall sign or as part of a
freestanding sign and shall not be displayed on its own.

(1) The EMD shall not be larger than 40 percent of the total square footage of the permanent
graphic portion of the sign when compared as separate components.

(2) For purposes of determining the allowable total sign area, the permanent graphic portion
of the sign and the EMD shall be included in the same perimeter and measured as a
single sign, inclusive of any physical separation between the two components.

(b) Only one EMD sign, either wall or freestanding is permitted per developed parcel. EMD
sign(s) shall be counted in the total number of signs allowed on the parcel.

Generally Applicable Display Standards
(a) All EMD signs shall comply with the following display standards:

(1) EMDs must be equipped with an automatic image dimming capability (ambient light
monitors). This feature must be enabled at all times, allowing the display to automatically
adjust brightness based on ambient light conditions. The sign must be operated at a
brightness level no greater than the manufacturer's recommended levels

(2) The sign shall not include audio, pyrotechnic, bluecasting (bluetooth advertising), or
other similar components.

Static Display EMD
Where a static display EMD is permitted by this article, the following standards shall apply:

(a) A static display EMD may display a series of static messages and may not flash, scintillate,
blink, show motion borders or traveling lights, employ any other aspect of animation, or
display video.

(b) Messages on static display EMDs shall not include flashing, the varying of light intensity, or
scrolling.

(c) Each static message on the sign shall be displayed for a minimum of six seconds in duration.
(d) Message change shall be completed instantaneously.

(e) There shall be a direct change from one message to the next. All transition effects, such as
motion, animation, fading, scrolling, or dissolving are prohibited.
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6.

Animated Display EMD
Where an animated display EMD is permitted by this article, the following standards shall apply:

(@)
(b)

()

(d)

The sign shall be on-premises;

A freestanding animated display EMD sign shall be separated by at least 35 linear feet in any
direction from any other freestanding animated display EMD;

The sign shall be located at least 100 feet from any agriculture or residential zone (A, RR1,
RR3, N4, RRMH or any residential zone in a PD or PND); and

Video display is prohibited.

Sign Permit Conditions
The following conditions apply to all EMD sign permits. Failure to comply shall result in the sign
ceasing operation until compliance occurs.

()

(b)

That the sign shall at all times be operated in accordance with County codes and that the
owner or operator shall provide proof of such conformance within 24 hours of a request by
the County;

That a County inspector may access the property upon 24 hours’ notice to the owner,
operator or permittee so that the County may verify that the EMD has the automatic image
dimming capability engaged. In the event of a citizen complaint regarding the EMD
brightness, the owner, operator or permittee may be required by the County inspector to
manually reduce the brightness to a lower setting;

That whether the sign is programmed from the site or from a remote location, the computer
interface that programs the sign and the sign's operation manual shall be available to County
staff upon 24 hours’ notice to the owner, operator or permittee.

Sign permit applications to install an EMD must include a certification from the owner or
operator that the sign shall at all times be operated in compliance with the conditions set out
in County code. The owner, operator or permittee shall immediately provide proof of such
conformance upon request of the County.

Figure 18: EMD Sign Examples
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SECTION 27-1406 GENERALLY APPLICABLE SITE AND DESIGN STANDARDS
ILLUMINATION FOR NON-ELECTRONIC MESSAGE DISPLAYS

A

1. Intent
Light sources to illuminate signs shall neither be visible from any street right-of-way, nor cause
glare which is hazardous or distracting to pedestrians, vehicle drivers, or adjacent properties.
2. External lllumination
Externally illuminated signs shall have lighting confined to the sign and shall be positioned and
shielded to minimize impacts to the surrounding area(s).
3. Internal lllumination
(a) Internally illuminated signs, where permitted, including neon lighting, must be static in
intensity and color.
(b) The light source for internally illuminated signs must be entirely enclosed within the sign.
4. Flashing or Rotating Lights Restricted
Flashing or rotating lights are prohibited.
LANDSCAPING

The area surrounding a freestanding sign shall comply with the applicable requirements of Section
27-1200, Landscaping.
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SECTION 27-1407 SIGN REGULATIONS BY ZONE DISTRICT

A. AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL RESIDENTIAL
1. Applicability
The standards in this section shall apply to the following districts: A, RR1, and RR3.

2. Summary Table

Table 27-1400.2 identifies the types of signs permitted in the agricultural and rural residential
districts, subject to the regulations identified in the table and this article.

Table 27-1400.2: Permanent Signs in Agricultural and Rural Residential Districts

Sign Area

. Height . Setback . Additional
Sign Type Number (max., ft.) per Sign (min., ft.) Illumin. Standards
(max., sf.)
Attached Signs
Wall: Public, Civic, and 1 per parcel Same as 32 n/a Internal or 27-1405.B
Institutional Uses perp wall [1] external Wall Signs
Freestanding Signs
. . 27-1405.A
Freestanding: Ranch 1 per public 32 48 15 [2] Internal or Subdivision
Entrance entrance external .
Signs
Monument: 1 per Internal or 27-1405.A
Neighborhood or P 6 48 1512] Monument
s entrance external .
Subdivision Signs
. . 27.1405.A,
I\/!olnument. Pl.jb“f:’ 1 per parcel 8 48 15[2] Internal or Monument
Civic, and Institutional external Signs

Notes:

[1] May not project above wall on which located
[2] From all property lines

3. District Specific Standards

(a) Where signs are linked to a use category, a description of the category can be found in
Section 27-1000, Use Standards.

(b) EMD signs are not permitted in agricultural and rural residential districts.
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B. NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL
1. Applicability
The standards in this section shall apply to the following districts: N4, RRMH and any residential
zone in a PD or PND.
2. Summary Table
Table 27-1400.3 identifies the types of signs permitted in the neighborhood districts, subject to
the regulations identified in the table and this article.

Table 27-1400.3: Permanent Signs in Neighborhood Residential Districts

Sign Area

Sign Type ersign o°tK 1 Additional

gn lyp P g (min., ft.) : Standards
(max., sf.)

Attached Signs

Wall: Multi-unit 1; see 27- Same as 12 n/a Internal or 27-1405.B

Development 1407.B.3 wall [1] external Wall Signs

\a/\r/]?j”:lnpsl,:gﬂg’ogglllc’ 1 Same as 39 /a Internal or 27-1405.B

wall [1] external Wall Signs

Uses

Freestanding Signs

Monument: 5 per Internal or 27-1405.A

Neighborhood or P 8 32 5[2] Monument

o entrance external .

Subdivision Signs

Monument: Public, Internal or 27.1405.A,

Civic, and 1 per parcel 8 48 5[2] ernat o Monument

o external .

Institutional Signs

Notes:

[1] May not project above wall on which located

[2] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.

3. District Specific Standards

(a) Where signs are linked to a use category, a description of the category can be found in
Section 27-1000, Use Standards.

(b) EMD signs are not permitted in residential districts.
(c) Multi-unit wall signage is permitted as follows:

(1) NX1: the sign shall be located on the primary building on a wall facing the main entrance
to the development.

(2) NX2,3, and RMH, all with 10 or more units: wall sign with the same restrictions as NX1
plus one neighborhood monument sign.
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C. NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE AND NEIGHBORHOOD MIXED-USE
1. Applicability
The standards in this section shall apply to the following districts: NO and NMU.
2. Maximum Total Permitted Sign Area

(a) Attached signs: 20% of total wall area of a public street-facing wall, to a max of 100 square
feet.

(b) Freestanding signs: 60 square feet unless otherwise provided in Table 27-1400.5. Table 27-
1400.1, Permitted Number of Permanent Freestanding Signs applies.

3. Summary Tables
Tables 27-1400.4 and 27-1400.5 identify the types of signs permitted in the NO and NMU
districts, subject to the regulations identified in the table and this article.

Table 27-1400.4: Attached Signs NO and NMU

Height Sign Area per

(max., ft.) Sign (max., sf.) lllumin. Additional Standards

Sign Type

. . Internal or 27-1405.B, Awning
Awning 1 per awning n/a n/a .
external Signs
Cano 1 ver cano n/a n/a Internal or 27-1405.B, Canopy
Py P Py external Signs
Proiectin 1 per street Same as 37 Internal or 27-1405.B,
: g frontage wall [1] external Projecting Signs
1 per tenant
Wall per street Same as 32 [2] Internal or 27—14Q5.B, Wall
wall [1] external Signs
frontage
Limited to .
Window n/a architect. distinct 2.7_1405.'8’ No 27_140538’ Window
. Window Signs Signs
window area

Notes:

[1] May not project above wall on which located

[2] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner.
Extra signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.

Table 27-1400.5: Freestanding Signs NO and NMU

Sign Type SlgnSAir(;a per Setback - Additional
S J (min., ft.) : Standards
(max., sf.)

1 per vehicle Internal or 27-1405.A,
3 (O " 3 2 0[] Access Point
access external .
Signs
1 per street Internal or 27-1405.A,
b 8 32 501] Monument
Monument frontage external .
Signs
Same as
monument plus
Monument, 1 per street 10 sf per tenant Internal or 27-1405.A,
. 8 5[1] Monument
Multitenant [2] frontage up to 6 tenants external .
Signs
(base + 60 sf
max)
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Table 27-1400.5: Freestanding Signs NO and NMU

Sign Area per
Sign
(max., sf.)

Additional
Standards

Height
(max., ft.)

Setback

(min., ft.) lllumin.

Sign Type

Pedestrian- Single pole: 8 27-1405.A,
1 per street ) Internal or .
Scale frontage Double pole: 8 211] external Pedestrian-
Freestanding 9 5 Scale Signs
Canopy: Internal or 27-1405.A,
Structural 1 per street | 2 feet above zone i Structural
n/a o external,
Canopy frontage canopy district . Canopy
static EMD )
standards Signs

Notes:

[1] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H
[2] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner.
Extra signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.

4. District Specific Standards

(a)

Where signs are linked to a use category, a description of the category can be found in
Section 27-1000, Use Standards.

Residential uses and structures within an NO or NMU district are permitted the same signage
as neighborhood residential districts as provided in Table 27-1400.3.

EMD signs are not permitted in NO or NMU districts.

Tenant signage in multitenant structures shall be allocated to each tenant unit based on the
front wall area of the individual unit. Tenants with side, rear, or alley entrances are permitted
wall signage on the wall with their primary public entrance only.
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D. CORRIDOR MIXED-USE
1. Applicability
The standards in this section shall apply to the following districts: CMU1 and CMU2.

2. Maximum Total Permitted Sign Area
(a) Attached signs: Attached signs: 20% of total wall area to a max of 250 square feet.

(b) Freestanding signs:
(1) Table 27-1400.1, Permitted Number of Permanent Freestanding Signs applies.
(2) Table 27-1400.6, Maximum sign area for freestanding signs is as follows:

Table 27-1400.6: Freestanding Sign Maximum Area in CMU1 and CMU2
Zone District and Street Frontage Street Frontage

Number of Businesses 0-300 linear feet Greater than 300 linear feet

CMU1 One Tenant 50 sf 50 sf

. + 10 sf sign area per additional + 10 sf sign area per additional
CMUT Multiple Tenants 1] tenant up to 6 tenants (110 sf) tenant up to 6 tenants (110 sf)
CMU2 One Tenant 80 sf 140 sf

. + 20 sf sign area per additional + 10 sf sign area per tenant up to
CMU2 Multiple Tenants [1] tenant up to 6 tenants (200sf) 10 tenants (240 sf)
CMU2 Shopping Center [1] 375 sf 375 sf

Notes: [1] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner. Extra
signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.

3. Summary Tables
Tables 27-1400.7 and 27-1400.8 identify the types of signs permitted in these districts, subject
to the regulations identified in the table and this article.

Table 27-1400.7: Attached Signs in CMU1 and CMU2

Sign Area per
Sign (max., Illumin.
sf.)

Additional
B ENETG

Height

Sign Type Number (max., ft.)

. 1 per Internal or 27-1405.B,
Awning . n/a n/a n/a . .
awning external Awning Sign
1 per Internal or 27-1405.B,
Canopy n/a n/a n/a .
canopy external Canopy Sign
Projecting 1 per tenant Same as 48 Internal or n/a 27-1405.8,
wall external Projecting Sign
1 per tenant .
per Same as D.2.(a), Internal or Static, Max 27-1405.B, Wall
Wall 40% of sign
street wall above [1] external 0 9 Sign
area
frontage
architect. 27-1405.B,
Window n/a distinct Window No n/a 27-1405.B,
. . Window Signs
window area Signs
Notes
[1] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner. Extra signage
will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.
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Table 27-1400.8: Freestanding Signs in CMU1 and CMU2

: Height  Sign A.rea Setback . Additional
Sign Type (max.,  per Sign (min., ft.) Hlumin. Standards
ft.) (max., sf) o

1 per Internal or 27-1405.A,
Access Point vehicle 3 6 0[2] n/a Access Point
external .
access Sign
1) Monument, 2) Static:
Multitenant Table 27- Table Internal or | Max 40% 27-1405.A
8 27- 512] . Monument
Monument, or 3) 1400.1 external of sign .
. 1400.5 Sign
Shopping Center face
Single Static: 27-1405.A,
Pedestrian-Scale Table 27- Pole: 8; 8 212] Internal or | Max 40% Pedestrian-
Freestanding 1400.1 Double external of sign Scale
Pole: 5 face Freestand.
Table Static:
1 per Internal or | Max 40% 27-1405.A,
25 1] 27- 5[2] . )
parcel external of sign Pole Sign
1400.5
face
1 per 2 feet Canopy: Mi;azgg/ 27-1405.A,
Structural Canopy street above n/a Zone Internal of si no Structural
frontage canopy district ; 9 Canopy Sign
ace
standards
Notes:
[1] The maximum height of pole signs located in the CMU2 and EBURD RSVMS districts within 660 feet
of and oriented to the interstate or interstate frontage right-of-way is 40 feet.
[2]From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.

4. District Specific Standards
(a) Where signs are linked to a use category, a description of the category can be found in
Section 27-1000, Use Standards.

(b) Tenant signage in multitenant structures shall be allocated to each tenant unit based on the
front wall area of the individual unit. Tenants with side, rear, or alley entrances are permitted
wall signage on the wall with their primary public entrance.
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E. COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
1. Applicability
The standards in this section shall apply to the following districts: C3, CX, I1, and 12
2. Maximum Total Signage
(a) Attached signs: 2 square feet per lineal foot of building frontage to a max of 250 square feet.
(b) Freestanding signs: 1 square foot per lineal foot of street frontage to a max of 250 square

feet unless otherwise provided in Table 27-1400.10. Table 27-1400.1, Permitted Number of
Permanent Freestanding Signs applies.

3. Summary Table
Tables 27-1400.9 and 27-1400.10 identify the types of signs permitted in these districts, subject
to the regulations identified in the table and this article.

Table 27-1400.9: Attached Signs Commercial and Industrial

Height Sign Area Max Hlumin. EMD Additional

Sign Type (max., ft.) per Sign (sf) Standards

. 1 per Internal or 27-1405.B,
Awning . n/a n/a n/a . .
awning external Awning Sign
1 per Internal or 27-1405.B,
Canopy n/a n/a n/a .
canopy external Canopy Sign
Projecting 1 per Same as wall 48 Internal or n/a 27-1405.8,
tenant external Projecting Sign
Roof [1] 1 per 4 ft at?ove 550 Internal or n/a 27-1405.8,
premises roofline external Roof Sign
1 per -
tenant per E.2(a) above, Internal or Stitlc’ Max 27-1405.B,
Wall Same as wall 40% of sign .
street [2] external face Wall Sign
frontage
Limited to
Window n/a architect. 27-1405.B, No n/a 27-1405.B,
distinct window | Window Signs Window Signs
area
Notes:
[1] Permitted in lieu of a wall sign.
[2] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner.
Extra signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.

November 2020 227





YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

Table 27-1400.10: Freestanding Signs Commercial and Industrial

Sign Type

Access Point

Monument

Multitenant
Monument [2]

Shopping Center
Monument

Structural Canopy

Notes:

Number

Height
(max.,
ft.)

Sign Area
per Sign
(max., sf)

Setback
(min., ft.)

lllumin.

3]

ARTICLE 27-1400 SIGN CODE

Additional
Standards

1 per Internal 27-1405.A,
vehicle 3 6 0[1] or n/a Access Point
access external Sign

1 per
street 100 per Internal | Static; Max 27-1405.A

frontage; 8 side 5[1] or 40% of sign Monument
Table 27- external face Sign
1400.1
oo
street tenant up Internal Static; Max 27-1405.A
frontage; 8 5[1] or 40% of sign Monument
Table 27- 06 ) external face Sign
14001 tenants;
160 max

1 per Internal | Static; Max 27-1405.A,

street 8 375 501] or 40% of sign Monument
frontage external face Sign

1 per

street Internal | Static; Max

frontage: | 25 [3] 108? bet 5 [1] or | 40% of sign 2;;:@%?'
Table 27- external face
1400.1.
1 per 2 feet Static; Max 27-1405.A,
street above 5[1] Internal | 40% of sign Structural
n/a .
frontage canopy face Canopy Sign

[1] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.
[2] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner.
Extra signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.

[3] The maximum height of pole signs within 660 feet of and oriented to the interstate or interstate

frontage right-of-way is 40 feet.
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F.  PUBLIC DISTRICTS

1. Public 1: Park and Open Space
(a) Freestanding signage is permitted per street frontage as identified in Table 27-1400.11.

(b) Internal park signage is exempt per Section 27-1403.C.

Table 27-1400.11: Maximum Sign Area P1

Street Type Maximum Total Sign Area (sf)

Local 32
Collector 64
Minor Arterial 64
Principal Arterial 100

2. Public 2: Public and Institutional
(a) Maximum Total Permitted Sign Area

(1) Attached signs: 20% of total wall area of a public street-facing wall, to a max of 100
square feet.

(2) Freestanding signs: 60 square feet unless otherwise provided in Table 27-1400.13.
Table 27-1400.1, Permitted Number of Permanent Freestanding Signs applies.

3. Summary Tables

Tables 27-1400.12 and 27-1400.13 identify the types of signs permitted in the P2 districts,
subject to the regulations identified in the table and this article.

Table 27-1400.12: Attached Signs in P2

Height Sign Area per

(max., ft.) Sign (max., sf.) lllumin. Additional Standards

Sign Type Number

. . Internal or 27-1405.B, Awning
Awning 1 per awning n/a n/a .
external Signs
Cano 1 per cano n/a n/a Internal or 27-1405.B, Canopy
Py b by external Signs
Proiectin 1 per street Same as 30 Internal or 27-1405.B,
: g frontage wall [1] external Projecting Signs
1 per tenant
Wall per street Same as 32 [2] Internal or 27-14Q5.B, Wall
wall [1] external Signs
frontage
Limited to :
Window n/a architect. distinct 27-1405.8, No 27-1405.8, Window
) Window Signs Signs
window area
Notes:
[1] May not project above wall on which located
[2] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner.
Extra signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.
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Table 27-1400.13: Freestanding Signs in P2

Sign Type dlonfreaBer  Setback . Additional
e ? (min., ft.) ' Standards
(max., sf.)

1 per vehicle Internal or 27-1405.A,
Access Point P 3 2 0[1] Access Point
access external .
Signs
1 per street Internal or 27-1405.A,
P 8 32 5[1] Monument
Monument frontage external .
Signs
Same as
monument plus
Monument, 1 per street 10 sf per tenant Internal or 27-1405.A,
. 8 5[1] Monument
Multitenant [2] frontage up to 6 tenants external Sians
(base + 60 sf 9
max)
Pedestrian- 1 per street Single pole: 8 Internal or 27-1405.A,
Scale ffonta - | Double pole: 8 2[1] tornal Pedestrian-
Freestanding 9 5 Scale Signs
Notes:
[1] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.
[2] Distribution of this signage across multiple tenancies is the responsibility of the property owner.
Extra signage will not be permitted once the maximum signage identified here has been met.

(b) District Specific Standards

(1) Where signs are linked to a use category, a description of the category can be found in
Section 27-1000, Use Standards.

(2) Residential uses and structures within a P2 district are permitted the same signage as
neighborhood residential districts as provided in Table 27-1400.2.

(3) EMD signs are not permitted in P2 districts.

(4) Tenant signage in multitenant structures shall be allocated to each tenant unit based on
the front wall area of the individual unit. Tenants with side, rear, or alley entrances are
permitted wall signage on the wall with their primary public entrance only.

3. P3: Medical Campus Signs
(a) Applicability

(1) The standards in this section shall apply to the P3 Medical Campus district.

(2) The permitted signage in the P3 Medical Campus is applicable to two categories of
structures and uses, both of which are defined in Section 27-1800:

a. Medical Structures: any primary structure on the campus that is used for the
provision of medical services or support of medical staff and administration.

b. Non-Medical Structures: Permitted support campus structures such as, but not
limited to, restaurants or hotels.

(b) District Specific Terms

(1) Internal signage is defined as signage that is not visible from outside of the campus or
from the main circulation routes of the campus.
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(2) Street frontage is defined as building frontage on an exterior street. Signs facing other
internal streets are considered internal signage.
(c) Prohibited Signs and Lighting
The following signs and lighting are prohibited in the P3 Medical Campus district:

(1) Animated display EMD

(2) Inflatable signs

(3) Flashing illumination and flashing neon
(4) Strobe lights

(5) Searchlights

(6) Temporary signs

(7) Window signs

(d) Medical Structures Signage
Maximum signage is calculated by sign category as provided below.

Table 27-1400.14: Medical Structure Signs in P3
Attached

Height Additional

Sign Type Number (max., ft.) Sign Area per Sign (max., sf) lllumination Standards

. Internal
0 t
Attached, all n/a Heightof | Smaller of 25% of wall area external, or 27-1405
wall or 250 feet [1] .
static EMD

Freestanding
Sign Area

. Height . . . Additional
Sign Type Number (max., ft.) per Sign Setback (min, ft) llumin. Standards
(max., sf)
5[2]; 100 ft Internal,
Freestanding, all n/a 20 175 separation from other | external, or 27-1405

freestanding signs static EMD

Notes:

[1] On a structure within 150 feet of and not separated by a public street from an N zone, wall signs may not,
individually or collectively, cover more than 25 percent of the surface area of any wall. The surface area of a wall
shall be determined by measuring the building height and multiplying it by the length of the wall, without deduction
for doors and windows

[2] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.

(e) Non-Medical Structure Signage
(1) Maximum signage is calculated by sign type, as provided below.

(2) Tables27-1400.15 and 27-1400.16 identify the types of signs permitted for non-medical
structures in the P3 district, subject to the regulations identified in the table and this
article.

November 2020 231





YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

ARTICLE 27-1400 SIGN CODE

Table 27-1400.15: Non-Medical Structure Attached Signs in P3

Sign Type

Awning 1 per awning Flat on awning Size of awning Internal or 27_1.405'.8‘
external Awning Sign
Canopy 1 per canopy 24" above 27-1405..8, Internal or 27—1405..8,
canopy Canopy Sign external Canopy Sign
o 1 per street . 27-1405.B, Internal, 27-1405.B,
Projecting frontage Height of wall Projecting Sign external, or Projecting Sign
static EMD
25% of wall or Internal
1 per street . 100 sf, ’ 27-1405.B, Wall
frontage Height of wall whichever is extgrnal, or Sign
less static EMD

Sign Type

Number

Sign Area per
Sign (max., sf)

lllumination

Additional
Standards

Number

Height
(max., ft.)

Table 27-1400.16: Non-Medical Structure Freestanding Signs in P3

Sign Area per Sign Setb_acks

(max., sf)

Additional
Standards

2 per Internal or 2r-1405.4,
Access Point vehicle 8 n/a [2] Access Point
external .
access Sign
Internal,
Monument ! feggt&;[reeet 32 5[2] external, or Mozntrlion??i N
9 static EMD 9
20% of canopy 27-1405.A,
1 per street | Same as . . Internal or
Structural Canopy facia on side 5[2] . Structural
frontage canopy static EMD .
where mounted Canopy Sign
Notes:
[1] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.

4. P3 Educational and Civic Campus Signs
(a) Applicability

(1) The standards in this section shall apply to the P3 Educational Campus and P3 Civic
Campus district.

(2) The permitted signage in the P3 Educational or Civic Campus is applicable to two
categories of structures and uses:

a. Educational or Civic Structures: any primary structure on the campus that is used
for the provision of core campus services or support of staff and administration.

b. Support Structures: Permitted support campus structures that may include but are
not limited to uses such as restaurants or hotels.

(b) District Specific Terms

(1) Internal signage is defined as signage that is not visible from outside of the campus or
from the main circulation routes of the campus.
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(2) Street frontage is defined as building frontage on an exterior street. Signs facing other
internal streets are considered internal signage.

(c) Educational and Civic Structure Signage
Maximum signage is calculated by sign category as provided below.

Table 27-1400.17: Educational Structure Signs in P3
Attached

Height Additional

Sign Type Number (max., ft.) Sign Area per Sign (max., sf) lllumination Standards

. Internal
[0) 3
Attached, all n/a Height of Smaller of 25% of wall area external, or 27-1405
wall or 175 feet [1] .
static EMD

Freestanding
Sign Area per

. Height . . . Additional

Sign Type Number (max., ft.) Slgns(fr)nax., Setback (min, ft) lllumin. Standards
5[2]; 100 ft
separation from Internal,
Freestanding, all n/a 20 175 P ) external, or 27-1405
other freestanding .
; static EMD
signs

Notes:

[1] On a structure within 150 feet of and not separated by a public street from an N zone, wall signs may not,
individually or collectively, cover more than 25 percent of the surface area of any wall. The surface area of a wall
shall be determined by measuring the building height and multiplying it by the length of the wall, without deduction
for doors and windows

[2] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.

(d) Support Structure Signage
(1) Maximum signage is calculated by sign type, as provided below.

(2) Tables 27-1400.18 and 27-1400.19 identify the types of signs permitted for non-
educational structures in the P3 district, subject to the regulations identified in the table
and this article.

Table 27-1400.18: Support Structure Attached Signs in P3

Sign Area per llumination Additional

Sign Type (max., ft.) Sign (max., sf) Standards

Awning 1 per awning Flat on awning Size of awning Internal or 27_1.405'.8‘
external Awning Sign
Canopy 1 per canopy 24" above 27-1405..8, Internal or 27—1405..8,
canopy Canopy Sign external Canopy Sign
- 1 per street . 27-1405.8, internal, 27-1405.8,
Projecting frontage Height of wall Projecting Sign external, or Projecting Sign
static EMD
25% of wall or Internal
1 per street . 100 sf, ’ 27-1405.B, Wall
frontage Height of wall whichever is extgrnal, or Sign
less static EMD
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Sign Type

Number

Height
(max., ft.)

Table 27-1400.19: Support Structure Freestanding Signs in P3

Sign Area per Sign
(max., sf)

ARTICLE 27-1400 SIGN CODE

Setbacks

Additional
Standards

2 per Internal or 27-1405.A,
Access Point vehicle 3 8 n/a [2] Access Point
external .
access Sign
Internal,
Monument ! f‘;(f;tsatreeet 8 32 5121 | external or MoZntrLi?wf'sAi )
9 static EMD 9
20% of canopy 27-1405.A,
1 per street | Same as . . Internal or
Structural Canopy facia on side 51[2] . Structural
frontage canopy static EMD .
where mounted Canopy Sign
Notes:
[1] From all property lines; must comply with clear vision areas per 27-1802.H.
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SECTION 27-1408 TEMPORARY SIGNS

A

PURPOSES
The purposes of these temporary sign regulations are as follows:

1. Enhance opportunities for visual communication, including promoting the legibility of such
communications;

Create a more attractive economic and business climate within the County;
Enhance and protect the physical appearance of all areas of the County;

|dentify permissible signage for temporary uses and temporary events, and

o M D

Reduce the distractions, obstructions, and hazards to pedestrian and automobile traffic caused
by the excessive number, size, or height, inappropriate means of illumination or movement,
indiscriminate placement, overconcentration, or unsafe construction of signs.

ALLOWED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY RESTRICTIONS

Temporary event signs, including, but not limited to, those specified within this article, may be allowed
off-premises on private property provided they meet the following requirements:

1. The sign conforms to all requirements of this article;

2. The sign does not interfere with automobile traffic or pedestrians;

3. The signis not placed in the public right-of-way or on public property;
4

When a sign placed on private property, is done with the express permission of the property
owner; and

5. The sign is not a public danger or nuisance during high winds or inclement weather.
PERMIT AND DISPLAY

1. Atemporary sign permit is required unless otherwise specified in this article.
2. Temporary signs shall comply with the following unless otherwise specified in this article:
(a) Maximum display time: 30 days;

(b) Maximum number of temporary signs: shall not exceed one 32 sf sign per property frontage
unless otherwise permitted in this article.

GENERALLY APPLICABLE TEMPORARY SIGN STANDARDS

1. Temporary Sign Types
The following temporary sign types are applicable to this section:

Table 27-1400.20: Temporary Sign Types

Sign Max. Size Max. Height
Banner 32 sf n/a
Inflatable 4,500 cubic feet (volume) 30 ft
Sandwich Board 8 sf per side 4 ft

Yard, Large 32 sf 8 ft
Yard, Small 16 sf 6 ft
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2.

Location
(a) Temporary signs are subject to the prohibited sign locations identified in Section 27-1401.E.

(b) No temporary sign shall cause unsafe ingress or egress or otherwise create traffic visibility
problems.

Size and Placement Limitations

The following placement limitations are generally applicable to temporary signs unless otherwise
specified in this article.

(a) Signs may be printed on both sides or two single-sided banners may be placed back-to-
back. V-type configurations are not permitted.

(b) Measuring one side of the display shall determine the square footage for purposes of
computation.

E. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY SIGNS PERMITTED BY TYPE

1.

Banner Sign
(a) One banner sign is permitted for one 30-day period in commercial and industrial districts.

(b) Banner signs are limited to use on private property unless otherwise provided in a zone
district.

(c) Banner signs must be securely attached to a structure, the wall of a building, or canopy.

Inflatable Signs

(a) One inflatable sign is permitted for one 30-day period in the commercial and industrial
districts.

(b) Inflatable signs are permitted on rooftops provided the sign and structure are securely
anchored to the rooftop.

F.  ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY SIGNS PERMITTED BY ACTIVITY

1.

Active Real Estate Listing

Additional temporary signage is permitted for the duration of the active real estate listing as
follows:

(a) Agricultural and residential use or property: one small yard sign per street frontage. A 32
square foot sign is allowed on agricultural property of 20 acres or more, with or without a
dwelling on site.

(b) Commercial and industrial use or property: one large yard sign or banner attached to a
permanent structure per street frontage.

(c) Open house event: signage permitted per Table 27-1400.21.
(d) A temporary sign permit is not required.

Active Building Permit / Active Construction

(a) Single structure development shall be permitted one large yard sign per construction project.
The sign shall be confined to the site of construction and shall be removed five days after
issuance of an occupancy certificate or completion of construction and prior to occupancy.

(b) Subdivision development projects shall be permitted two large yard signs per subdivision
development project. The sign shall be removed six months after construction on the last lot
is commenced.
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()

(d)

Contractor, architect, surveyor, or engineer signs. Subcontractors on an active construction
project may place a maximum of one small yard sign on one street frontage for the same
period of time as the single structure or subdivision development sign. Subcontractor signs
may be moved from lot to lot as construction progresses.

Temporary sign permits are not required.

3. New or Relocating Business
New businesses or existing businesses which are relocating may have one additional temporary
sign that complies with the standards of Table 27-1400.20. The temporary sign shall be limited
in use to one time for no longer than 60 days. A Temporary Sign permit is required.

4. Real Estate Sign - Prospective Development Listing
Additional temporary signage is permitted for a subdivision, multi-unit residential development, or
non-residential structure following the issuance of a building permit as follows:

(d)

Residential development: One large yard sign per public entrance.

Agricultural and non-residential development: One large yard sign per public entrance or
one banner placed on the structure per street frontage.

The sign shall remain only as long as property remains unsold or unleased for the first time
with the tract, but not to exceed one year. The planning division may extend the one-year
time period upon written request by the owners/developers of the project.

A Temporary sign permit is required.

G. TEMPORARY SIGNAGE PERMITTED BY TEMPORARY USE GROUP PERMIT
1. Temporary Use Signage Permitted

(a)

(b)

Temporary uses allowed by temporary use permit may have up to 100 square feet of
temporary sign area allocated across signage that complies with Table 27-1400.20 for the
district in which the temporary use is located.

Group 3 Temporary Uses will require a Temporary sign permit. Group 1 and Group 2
Temporary Uses will not require sign permits for temporary signage.

The temporary signage shall meet the following standards:

(1) Signs advertising the temporary use or activity are allowed only at the same location as
the temporary use.

(2) Signage may only be displayed while the temporary use is on the property.

(38) Clear vision area standards are applicable per Section 27-1802.H.

(4) Paper or cardboard signs are prohibited.

(5) All signage and temporary structures must be removed at the time the temporary use

has ceased on the property.

H. TEMPORARY SIGNAGE PERMITTED BY EVENT
1. Standards for Temporary Event Signage

(a)

(b)

Temporary signs may be allowed as part of a special event whether or not a temporary use
permit for the event is required.

Temporary signs for special events may be off-premises with the permission of the property
owner, and may be allowed on a parcel in addition to the maximum amount of temporary
signage permitted on that parcel.
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(c) Temporary signs for special events do not require permits.
2. Signage Permitted

Temporary signs permitted as part of a temporary use permit are restricted to the types, sizes,
and heights identified in Table 27-1400.21 unless otherwise specified in this subsection.

Table 27-1400.21: Temporary Signage by Event

Number
Event Type of Sign . Duration
P 8 Permitted
Estate/Garage/Rummage Sale 24 hours before and after event, no
Yard, small 4 : .
permit required
Open House/Auction Yard, small 4 24 hours before and after event
. Yard, large 10 Placed no more than 7 days before;
Public Event :
Banner 5 removed w/in 48 hours
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SECTION 27-1409 BILLBOARD SIGNS

A.  APPLICABILITY WITHIN THE INTERSTATE CORRIDOR

Billboards shall be permitted in the Interstate Corridor (660 feet either side of the right-of-way of the
Interstate Highway) on properties zoned C3, CX, I1, or |2 as follows:

1. Billboards located within the Interstate Corridor shall have a maximum size of 600 square feet in
size and shall be no more than 40 feet in height.

2. Billboards shall be separated by a minimum distance of 500 feet.

3. Lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent residential uses
or traffic.

B. APPLICABILITY OUTSIDE THE INTERSTATE CORRIDOR

1. Billboards not located in the interstate corridor are allowed as indicated below.
Table 27-1400.22: Billboard Height, Maximum

Zone District Max. Height (ft) Max. Size (sq. ft.) Min. Separation (ft)
Commercial 3 (C3) 30 288 750
Heavy Commercial (CX) 30 300 700
Industrial 1 and 2 (11, 12) 40 378 500

2. In all districts, lighting shall be designed to minimize glare and interference with any adjacent
residential uses or traffic.
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SECTION 27-1410 MAINTENANCE AND ABANDONMENT
MAINTENANCE

A

B.

1.

Good Condition

Every sign in the County, including but not limited to those signs for which permits or for which
no permits or permit fees are required, shall be maintained in good condition at all times.

(a) All signs, including those exempted, shall be kept neatly painted, including all metal parts
and supports by which these conditions are deteriorating.

(b) The sign administrator may inspect and have the authority to order the painting, repair,
alteration, or removal of signs which become dilapidated or are abandoned, or which
constitute physical hazard to the public safety.

2. Continuous Maintenance Required

(a) Any sign that has been approved or that has been issued a permit shall be maintained by
the owner or person in possession of the property on which the sign is located. Maintenance
shall be such that the signage continues to conform to the conditions imposed by the sign
permit.

(b) Any damaged sign base shall be repaired within 60 days.

(c) No person shall maintain or permit to be maintained on any premises owned or controlled by
such person any sign which is in a dangerous or defective condition. Any such sign shall be
removed or repaired by the owner of the sign or the owner of the premises.

(d) Any signage which has been damaged to such extent that it may pose a hazard to passersby
shall be repaired or removed immediately. If the sign is repaired, it shall be done in
compliance with this article.

ABANDONMENT
1. Abandoned Signs

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this article, the County may determine that a sign or sign
structure has been abandoned where either:

(1) The sign or sign structure is no longer used by the property or sign owner, in which case
discontinuance of sign use may be shown by expiration or revocation of a business
license for the business located on the property, or cessation of use of the property
where the sign or sign structure is located for the use or purpose associated with the
sign; or

(2) The sign or sign structure has been damaged, and repairs and restoration have not
been started within 45 days of the date the sign was damaged, or, once started, are not
diligently pursued to completion.

(b) A nonconforming sign that meets the requirements of this section may be considered
abandoned and will be subject to enforcement and removal.

(c) Temporary signs shall be considered abandoned if the associated permit has expired or if
the sign fails to meet the maintenance requirements of this article.
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2.

Sign Face Change

(a)

(b)

Permanent signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended because of a change of
ownership or management of such business or where a building or tenant space is for lease
shall not be deemed abandoned unless the property remains vacant for a period of six
months or more.

The sign face(s) of all signs associated with the structure or tenant space shall be removed
and shall be replaced with a blank face.

Sign Removal

(@)

(b)

An abandoned sign or sign structure is prohibited and shall be removed by the owner of the
sign or owner of the premises within 45 days of a determination of abandonment.

When an on-premises sign or sign structure becomes abandoned due to demolition or
destruction of the structure in which the business was located, the sign and structure shall
be removed at the same time as the demolition of the structure, or within 45 days of a
determination of abandonment by the sign administrator.

Where a successor to a business agrees in writing, prior to the demolition of the structure or
as part of a determination of abandonment, to bring any sign into compliance with this article
and to maintain the sign as provided in this article, the removal requirement shall not apply.
The sign and sign structure shall be brought into full compliance prior to the issuance of a
certificate of occupancy for use of any part of the associated structure or business.
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SECTION 27-1411 VIOLATIONS AND SIGN REMOVAL

A. VIOLATIONS

1. Unlawful Signs
No person shall erect on any premises owned or controlled by such person any sign which does
not comply with the provisions of this article.

2. Signs Declared Unlawful
(a) The sign administrator may declare any sign unlawful if it endangers public safety by reasons
of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or abandonment. Any such declaration shall state
the reasons of the sign administrator for stating that the sign constitutes a safety hazard to
the general public.

(b) Any sign owned, kept, displayed or maintained by any person with the County, the ownership
keeping a display which is unlawful pursuant to the provisions of this article, is hereby
declared to be in violation of this article. The sign administrator may declare any such sign
to be unlawful, and such declaration shall state in writing the reason or reasons why such
sign and the keeping, owning, maintenance, construction and display or operation thereof,
is unlawful under the terms of this article.

November 2020 242





YELLOWSTONE COUNTY ARTICLE 27-1400 SIGN CODE

SECTION 27-1412 ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION
A.  SIGN PERMIT

1.

Permits Required

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this article, it shall be unlawful for any person to erect,
construct, enlarge, move or convert any sign in the County or cause the same to be done,
without first obtaining an approved sign permit for each sign from the sign administrator as
required by this article.

(b) A sign permit shall be required for each group of signs on a single supporting structure
installed simultaneously. Thereafter, each additional sign erected on the structure must have
a separate sign permit.

(c) These directives shall not be construed to require any permit for a change of copy on any
sign, nor for the repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance or repair of a sign or sign
structure for which a permit has previously been issued, so long as the sign or sign structure
is not modified in any way.

Permit Expiration
(a) Every sign permit issued by the sign administrator shall become null and void if work is not
commenced within 120 days from the date of such permit.

(b) If work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for 60 days any time after the
work is commenced, a new permit shall be first obtained to do so, provided that no changes
have been made in the original plans. Such permit may not be unreasonably withheld,
providing that proper application and payment of permit fees is complied with and a proper
application is fully and correctly completed.

Permission to Install

No person shall erect, construct or maintain any sign upon any property or building without the
consent of the owner or person entitled to possession of the property or building if any, or their
authorized representatives.

B. APPLICATION PROCESS

1.

Application for Permit

Application for a permit shall be made to the sign administrator through a process provided by
the sign administrator and shall be accompanied by such information as may be required to
assure compliance with all appropriate laws and regulations of the County including:

(a) Name and address of owner of the sign;

(b) Name and address of owner or the person in possession of the premises where the sign is
located or to be located,;

(c) Clear and legible drawings or photo with description definitively showing the location of the
sign which is the subject of the permit and all other existing signs whose construction
requires permits, when such signs are on the same premises;

Issuance; Denial

(a) The sign administrator may issue a permit for the erection, alteration, or relocation of a sign
within the County when an application therefor has been properly made and the sign
complied with all appropriate laws and regulations of the County.

(b) The sign administrator may, in writing, suspend or revoke a permit under provisions of this
section whenever the permit is issued on the basis of a misstatement of fact or fraud. When
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a sign permit is denied by the sign administrator, he or she shall give written notice of the
denial to the applicant, together with a brief written statement of the reasons for the denial.

(c) The sign administrator shall make a determination within 30 business days of receiving a
complete application.

Effect of Issuance

No permit for a sign issued hereunder shall be deemed to constitute permission or authorization
to maintain an unlawful sign nor shall any permit issued hereunder constitute a defense in an
action to abate an unlawful sign.

C. TEMPORARY SIGN PERMIT

1.

Application for Permits

Application for a temporary sign permit shall be made to the sign administrator by the owner or
person entitled to possession of the property or business on which the temporary sign is to be
located and shall be upon the form prescribed by the sign administrator. All information required
by the sign administrator to assure compliance with all laws and regulations of the County shall
accompany the application, including:

(a) Name and address of the owner of the temporary sign;

(b) Name and address of the owner or person in possession of the business or premises on
which the temporary sign is to be located and the length of time that the business has existed
at such location;

(c) Clear and legible drawings or photo with description definitely showing the proposed location
of the temporary sign which is the subject of the permit and of all other existing signs on the
premises.

Issuance—Denial

(a) The sign administrator may issue a temporary sign permit for the erection or display of a
temporary sign within the County when the administrator has determined that the applicant
has met all requirements of this section and all other applicable laws of the County.

(b) The sign administrator shall establish area/height allowance and shall specify where the
temporary sign is to be located, taking into consideration clear vision triangle and setback
requirements.

November 2020 244





		Sec 27-1401 General Provisions 

		Sec 27-1402 Applicability

		Sec 27-1403 Nonconforming Signs

		Sec 27-1404 Measurement and Calculation

		Sec 27-1405 General Regulations for Permanent On-Premise Signs

		Sec 27-1406 General Site and Design Standards

		Sec 27-1407.A Agriculture and Rural Res Zone Sign Code

		Sec 27-1407.B Neighborhood Res Zone Sign Code 

		Sec 27-1407.C NO and NMU Zone Sign Code

		Sec 27-1407.D CMU Zone Sign Code

		Sec 27-1407.E Commercial and Industrial Zone Sign Code 

		Sec 27-1407.F Public District Sign Code

		Sec 27-1408 Temporary Signs

		Sec 27-1409 Billboard Signs

		Sec 27-1401 Maintenance and Abandonment

		Sec 27-1411 Violations and Sign Removal

		Sec 27-1412 Administration and Inspection 








YELLOWSTONE COUNTY ARTICLE 27-1600
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

SECTION 27-1621 SIGN PERMIT
A.  APPLICABILITY

1. Permanent Sign Permit
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this article, it shall be unlawful for any person to erect,
construct, enlarge, move or convert any permanent sign in the County or cause the
same to be done, without first obtaining a sign permit for each sign from the zoning
coordinator as required by this article.

(b) A sign permit shall be required for each group of signs on a single supporting structure
installed simultaneously. Thereafter, each additional sign erected on the structure
must have a separate sign permit.

(c) These directives shall not be construed to require any permit for a change of copy on
any sign, nor for the repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance or repair of a
sign or sign structure for which a permit has previously been issued, so long as the
sign or sign structure is not modified in any way.

2. Temporary Sign Permit Required Optional
Application for a temporary sign permit shall be made to the zoning
coordinator by the owner or person entitled to possession of the fi= appliauon
property or business on which the temporary sign is to be located gfiejggg
and shall be upon the form prescribed by the zoning coordinator i

3. lllegal Signs
No permit for a sign issued hereunder shall be deemed to constitute .
permission or authorization to maintain an unlawful sign nor shall any A_PP]"?‘““’" .
permit issued hereunder constitute a defense in an action to abate S""’m’;‘;“:“é‘f_’eﬂ'"g
an unlawful sign. 20

B. AUTHORITY

1. A sign permit may be requested by a property owner, tenant, or an Review, Referral

owner or tenant’s agent. il Recericad.

27-1607

2. No person shall erect, construct or maintain any sign upon any
property or building without the consent of the owner or person
entitled to possession of the property or building if any, or their

authorized representatives.
Admin. Review and

C. PROCEDURES Decision-Making
Common procedures for sign permit review are established in Sections 27-1609, 1610
27-1602 through 27-1613. They are summarized here for applicant
convenience.

D. DECISION CRITERIA

The sign permit shall be reviewed against the following criteria: | Decision

1. The sign permit is consistent with any prior approvals, including any
conditions that may have been placed on such approvals; and
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2. The sign permit conforms with all applicable requirements of this Zoning Code, specifically
Section 27-1400, Signs, or with all applicable requirements as modified by a request for
administrative relief or variance.

E.  REVIEW AND DECISION-MAKING

The zoning coordinator shall issue a permit for the erection, alteration, or relocation of a sign
within the County when an application has been properly made and the sign complied with all
appropriate laws and regulations.

F. APPEAL

1. Appeal may be taken to the board of adjustment from the zoning coordinator’s denial of a
sign permit.

2. The zoning coordinator’s failure to either formally grant or deny a sign application within 20
business days of the determination of a complete application shall be grounds for appeal
to the board of adjustment.

G. POST-APPROVAL ACTION

1. Revocation

The zoning coordinator may, in writing, suspend or revoke a permit under provisions of this
section whenever the permit was issued on the basis of a misstatement of fact or fraud.

2. Permit Expiration

Every sign permit issued by the zoning coordinator shall become null and void if installation
is not commenced within 120 days from the date of permit issuance.
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SECTION 27-1615 APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION

A. APPLICABILITY
Any administrative decision made in the interpretation or application of this Zoning Code may

be appealed to the board of adjustment.

B. AUTHORITY

Appeals to the BOA may be taken by any person aggrieved or by any officer, department, board
or of the County affected by any decisions of the administrative office made under the terms of
this Zoning Code.

C. PROCEDURES

Pre-Application

1. Common Procedures M;‘:ﬁgg
Procedures for appeal of an administrative decision are il
established in Sections 27-1602 through 27-1613. They are
summarized here for applicant convenience.

2. Specific Procedures Application

(a)

(d)

Such appeal shall be taken within 60 calendar days of the
issuance of a final administrative decision. An applicant
who wishes to appeal a verbal administrative decision may
request that the decision be provided to the applicant in
writing and the appeal timeframe will start on the date after
the written decision has been signed.

The staff member from whom the appeal is taken shall
transmit the decision record to the BOA. The decision
record shall include all of the information relied upon in
making the decision.

The BOA shall:

(1) Fix areasonable time for the hearing of appeal, not to
exceed 60 days; and

(2) Give public notice of the hearing, as well as mailed
notice to the parties in interest.

At the hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent
or attorney.

D. STAY OF PROCEEDINGS

1.

An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action

appealed from except as provided in Section D.2. No further
action will be taken by the planning division on the initial application or request while the

Submission Meeting
27-1605

Review, Referral,
and Recommend.
27-1607

Public Notice
27-1608 and
Table 27-1600.2

Review and
Decision-Making
27-1609, 1610

| Decision

administrative decision is being appealed.

2. The County may decide not to stay activities related to the application while the
administrative decision is being appealed where a stay would cause imminent peril to life
or property, determined as follows:

(a) The appealis filed; and
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(b) The staff member from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the BOA that by reason
of facts stated in the appeal, a stay would, in that officer’s opinion, cause imminent
peril to life or property.

(c) Insuch cases, proceedings shall not be stayed other than by a court of record upon
application to same and notice to the officer from whom the appeal is taken and on
due cause shown.

E. DECISION CRITERIA

In reviewing an administrative decision, the BOA shall have all the powers of the office from
whom the appeal is taken. An appeal may be sustained only if the BOA finds that the
administrative decision was made in error.

F.  REVIEW AND DECISION-MAKING

1. The BOA may, in conformity with the provisions of this Zoning Code, reverse or affirm,
wholly or partly, or modify the order, requirement, decision, or determination as ought to
be made.

2. The concurring vote of four members of the board shall be necessary to reverse any order,
requirement, decision or determination of any administrative official, or to decide in favor of
the applicant on any appeal.

3. The BOA shall render a decision within 35 calendar days of the completion of the hearing.
G. JUDICIAL APPEAL
Any person aggrieved by any decision of the BOA, or any affected taxpayer, or any officer,

department, board, or bureau of the County may appeal the decision by presenting a petition
to a court of record.

1. The petition must set forth that the decision is illegal, in whole or in part, specifying the
grounds of the illegality.

2. The petition shall be presented to the court within 30 calendar days after the filing of the
decision of the BOA.

H. REAPPLICATION

If an application for an administrative review is denied by the BOA and not approved for
reconsideration, another application shall not be filed within a period one year from the date of
denial.
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From: Kelly Strobel <kstrobel@lamar.com>

Sent: Monday, March 6, 2023 8:24 AM

To: Cromwell, Nicole <CromwellN@billingsmt.gov>; Plecker, Monica <PleckerM@billingsmt.gov>; Friday,
Wyeth <FridayW @billingsmt.gov>; Allison Carley <ACarley@lamar.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Permit # PLNX-23-00301 Charlene Street

Good morning, Hope the weekend went well,

I am following up on this permit application (PLNX-23-00301) that was submitted over a
month ago. Can I please get a status up date on where it's at, all the fees have been paid.
Thank you

Have a Great Week

Kelly

On Wed, Mar 1, 2023 at 10:48 AM Kelly Strobel <kstrobel@lamar.com> wrote:

Good morning I am following up on this permit that was submitted a month ago, all the fees have
been paid.

Can I please get an update? If we are good can I please get the MDOT portion that was uploaded
so that I can get the MDOT permit submitted. From time of approval on both City and State, our
lead time for delivery is around 10-12 weeks.

Thank you, Have a great day

Kelly

KELLY STROBEL / REAL ESTATE MANAGER
M: 406.690.8404

Lamar Advertising Company of MONTANA
0: 406.252.7181 ext. 105/ F: 406.252.7690

7505 ENTRYWAY DRIVE, BILLINGS, MT 59101

lamar.com/montana
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18.6.237 ELECTRONIC BILLBOARD STANDARDS

(1) An electronic billboard (EBB) may be approved as an off-premise outdoor advertising
sign if it is visible to the traveling public from a controlled route and is within an area zoned
commercial or industrial within the city limits or urban area of an incorporated or unincorporated
city or town as shown on the department's official city urban and unincorporated town maps.

(2) An EBB must meet all of the following conditions:

(a) EBB messages must have a minimum display (dwell) time of eight seconds and a
maximum change (twirl) interval of one second;

(b) an EBB shall not exceed a brightness level of three tenths (0.3) footcandles over ambient
light as measured by the distance to the EBB as follows:

EBB face area (square feet) Distance of Measurement (feet from EBB)

300-672 250

200-299 150

150-199 135

100-149 110

(c) an EBB must use automatic dimming technology to adjust the brightness of the EBB
relative to ambient light to avoid exceeding the brightness level of three tenths (0.3)
footcandles;

(d) an EBB must not be placed with illumination that interferes with the effectiveness of or
obscures an official traffic sign, device, or signal;

(e) an EBB must not cause beams or rays or light to be directed at the traveled way if the
light is of unreasonable intensity or brilliance or is likely to be mistaken for a warning or danger
signal or cause glare or impair the vision of any driver, or to interfere with the driver's operation
of a motor vehicle;

(f) an EBB message must remain static. Paging, scrolling, or streaming messages are
prohibited. The message must not use techniques of message display such as fading, rolling,
window shading, exploding, dissolving, spinning, revolving, or shaking messages;

(9) an EBB must not include or be illuminated by flashing, intermittent, or moving lights, nor
use jumping arrows or rapid chasing or flashing lamp borders, or lights which resemble or
simulate any lights used to control traffic;

(h) an EBB must not be located within 1000 feet of the beginning or ending of the pavement
widening, for each entrance or exit roadway, to the main-traveled way on interchanges, and
within 500 feet of an intersection;

(i) an EBB must not be placed within 2000 feet of another permitted sign measured along
the nearest edge of the pavement between points directly opposite the signs on the same side
of the roadway;

(j) an EBB must only be constructed as a single face, back-to-back, or two-faced V-shaped
structure. Only one face may be visible in each direction of the main-traveled way. Side-by-side
or stacked EBBs are prohibited,;

(k) an EBB must not be a portable sign which is used as permanent illuminated signage, as
only a fixed sign is allowed;

() an EBB must not attempt or appear to attempt to direct the movement of traffic and must
not interfere with, imitate, or resemble any official traffic sign, signal, or device; and

(m) an EBB must contain a default mechanism which will stop the sign face in one position if
a malfunction which causes the display to be in violation of this rule occurs, or within three
hours when notified by the department.

(3) An existing non-EBB may be modified or upgraded to EBB technology if the sign
conforms with EBB criteria established in this rule relating to zoning, size, lighting, and spacing.
Prior approval from the department is required to upgrade an existing sign to EBB technology,
including a new sign application and a nonrefundable inspection fee.

(4) Nonconforming signs must not be modified or upgraded to EBB technology.

(5) All applications for EBB original or upgraded permits must be accompanied by an
approval issued by a local or county government on a form provided by the department.




Approval of an application and issuance of a permit do not alleviate an applicant for
responsibility to comply with all applicable county or local regulations. Any violation of county or
local regulations may result in revocation of the permit.

(6) Violation of this rule may result in revocation of the permit.

History: 75-15-121, MCA, IMP, 75-15-111, 75-15-112, 75-15-113, MCA; NEW, 2016 MAR p.
1440, Eff. 8/20/16.




County Board of Adjustment
Meeting Date:  06/08/2023

Information
Subject

Motion/Recommendation to BOCC. Application for Yellowstone County Board of Adjustment member, Morgan Tuss. Yellowstone County
Board of Adjustment members.

Attachments
YC BOA Morgan Tuss application.pdf




BOARD APPLICATION FORM
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY, MONTANA

name: Morgan E. Tuss HOME PHONE: (406) 698-2067

ADDRESS: 2837 US Hwy. 3 WORK PHONE: (406) 252-8500
sTaTeE: MT_zp: 591086

city; Billings

BUSINESS OR JOB: Attorney
E-MAIL ADDRESS: morgan.tuss@gmail.com or mtuss@ppbglaw.com

BOARD OR COMMISSION APPLIED FOR: Z0ning and Adjustments boards

Please describe your experience or background that you believe gualifies you for service on this
Board or Commission (attach additional sheets if needed):

| am an associate attorney working in the fields of property, transactional, business
and estate planning law. | believe my knowledge in the area of law is valuable in
this respect. | am also a board member of Billings TrailNet, so | am lightly familiar

with the city/county interplay.

Why do you wish to serve on this Board or Commission?

| have a vested interest in the positive development of my community. | have grown
up here and desire to live here for the foreseeable future. | have an interest in
zoning and land use particularly with how they affect Yellowstone County residents

and businesses.

Additional information that you feel is pertinent (attach additional sheets if needed):

Date/

Return application to:  Board of County Commissioners
P.O. Box 35000
Billings, MT 59107-5000

i APPOINTED: YES NO DATE i

" TERM EXPIRATION DATE: ,,

! . (Circle one) "

i ORIGINAL APPOINTMENT REAPPOINTMENT
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