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Section I: Executive Summar

Introduction

Five-year Consolidated Plans and one-year action plans are required by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the City of Billings to receive funding through the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships programs (HOME). The City’s five-
year Consolidated Plan for FY2020-2024 identifies activities to be carried out from July 1, 2020 through
June 30, 2025 to address priority needs in the community and serves as a guiding document for the use
of the City’s CDBG and HOME funding.

This one-year Annual Action Plan addresses priority needs and outlines the use of the City’s CDBG and
HOME funding for activities to be carried out from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024. Plans should be submitted
to HUD 45 days prior to the start of the City’s program year start date: July 1.

Focused on CDBG and HOME activities, the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans combine the planning
and application requirements for the CDBG and HOME programs. Consolidation of the submission
requirements for the CDBG and HOME programs allows program planning and citizen participation to take
place in a comprehensive context covering both programs. The CDBG and HOME programs covered by
the Consolidated Plan have three basic goals:

o To provide decent housing, including maintaining the affordable housing stock in the community;
increasing the availability of permanent housing that is affordable to low-income households
without discrimination; increasing support of housing that enables persons with special needs to
live independently; and assisting homeless persons to obtain affordable housing.

e To provide a suitable living environment, including improving the safety and livability of
neighborhoods; increasing access to quality facilities and services; reducing the isolation of low-
income households within areas by de-concentrating housing opportunities and revitalizing
deteriorating neighborhoods; restoring and preserving natural and physical features of special
value for historic, architectural, or aesthetic reasons; and conserving energy resources.

e To expand economic opportunities, including creating jobs accessible to low-income individuals;
providing access to credit for community development activities promoting long-term economic
and social viability; and empowering low-income persons living in public and federally assisted
housing to achieve self-sufficiency.

All activities undertaken by the City utilizing CDBG and HOME funding must primarily benefit low-income
persons. The strategies described in the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans outline a specific course of
action for the community’s housing and community development activities. The plan builds on local assets
to meet the needs of the community and sets forth goals, objectives, and performance measures to
ensure progress in achieving the strategies described herein.
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Pandemic Response

The Community Development Division spearheaded new initiatives in response to worldwide and national
pandemic variant surges. Several pandemic projects and programs were funded:

The Salvation Army: $55,000 was allocated to increase food service by 20 percent through the
mobile meals program.

Downtown Billings Improvement District: $117,715 was allocated to procure and install a public
handwashing and restroom facility in an area facilitating use by people who are experiencing
homelessness.

Parks Improvements: A number of improvements within low-income area neighborhoods parks
were funded to specifically address pandemic concerns, including touchless bathroom features.
Other improvements were designed to provide suitable outdoor fitness and create spaces to
support social distancing. Other projects include accessibility improvements, playground
equipment, ensuring airflow exchange in a community building, and the installation of adult
exercise equipment to encourage physical activity and social distancing outdoors.

Fast-Track Public Services: The Community Development staff and the Community Development
Board also recommended implementing a fast-track public services application process, which
was approved by the City Council at the end of December, 2021. The streamlined procedure
accommodated applications up to $15,000 from social service agencies to prevent, prepare for,
and respond to the coronavirus. Several organizations were funded to provide social services,
including mental health care, substance abuse services, homeless programs, and programs
benefitting children www.BillingsMT.gov/CDBGcvfast.

Alternatives, Inc.: $47,000 in CDBG funding is being used to strengthen information technology
and app development to provide mental health treatment options, at a distance, to low-income
clients. The ability to provide distance services will protect both the clients and Alternatives staff
from the spread of the coronavirus. According to the City's pandemic needs assessment, one in
two survey respondents experienced higher levels of stress, and one in five respondents
expressed mental health care as a primary need.

Boys & Girls Club: $140,000 in CDBG funding was used to renovate an insufficient front reception
area at the Boys & Girls Club in order to provide room for social distancing.

Billings Public Schools: $313,300 in CDBG funding will be used to replace an insufficient HVAC
system at Washington Elementary School to improve indoor air quality and ventilation.
Improvements to public health will prevent spread of coronavirus to ensure the building’s
continued usefulness during an outbreak. The Delta variant significantly impacted children
attending school in Billings and accelerated the spread of the coronavirus across the city.
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Summarize the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan

According to the City’s most recent Consolidated Plan, the most significant housing issues in Billings
include housing cost burden, the availability of affordable housing, and equal opportunity in
homeownership for minority households.

e Housing Cost Burden: Over 80% of low-income households have been paying 30-50% or more of their
income for housing costs. Minorities are disproportionately impacted by housing cost burden
including Black / African American, Asian, Native American, and Hispanic families.

e Affordable Housing Availability: Housing affordability and availability are the most significant factors
in limiting housing choice for both renters and homeowners. While there are an adequate number of
housing units in Billings to accommodate the population, there is a housing deficit of over 4,700 units
for households with incomes less than 30% of the AMI.

o Homeownership and Opportunity: Racial and ethnic minorities have a lower homeownership rate
than the White population (67%) in Billings. The Black cohort has the lowest homeownership rate at
16% followed by Native Americans at 31%. Thirty-three percent of the Hispanic cohort are
homeowners.

e Crime Prevention: Violent and property crime continues to be significant in Billings and have been
higher than national rates for several years. Violent crime in Billings was measured at 23.9 per 100,000
people, which is 1.2 points higher than the US average of 22.7 per 100,000 people. Similarly, property
crime in Billings has been measured at 68.1 per 100,000 people compared to 35.4 per 100,000 across

the nation (Bestplaces.net).

The City’s goals are to: create, preserve, and expand affordable housing options; promote neighborhood
revitalization through foreclosure program; to impact poverty; to prepare for, respond to, and prevent
the coronavirus; and to implement Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design activities in low-
income neighborhood parks. Outside of pandemic-impact projects and activities, the City will continue to
offer programs on a citywide basis to ensure equal opportunity in all Billings neighborhoods:

e First Time Home Buyer - Promote financial security, home equity, housing self-sufficiency, housing
and neighborhood quality and stability; increase minority homeownership, promote equal access and
opportunity, and decrease segregation citywide; improve affordable housing opportunities for the
elderly, persons with disabilities, and other special populations; and reduce predatory lending through
education and standardized procedures.

o Affordable Housing Development - Expand access and availability of decent, affordable housing
citywide; improve the physical quality of affordable housing; and foster suitable living environment
and quality of life through the improvement of physical conditions including infrastructure for housing
projects and housing development.

e Foreclosure, Acquisition, Rehabilitation - Mitigate the negative community impact of vacant,
foreclosed properties; improve affordable housing quality, condition, safety, livability, and
accessibility; stabilize property values in neighborhoods with existing vacant, foreclosed homes; and
eliminate the potential for crime related to existing vacant, foreclosed properties.

e Billings Metro VISTA Project - Provide resources to nonprofit organizations to undertake poverty
impact activities and to support the low-income individuals and families they serve; and focus areas
include education, healthcare, food security, economic opportunity, housing, financial literacy, and
others.
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Evaluation of past performance

Performance on past goals and projects has been adequate and progress on goals is summarized below.
e Create, preserve, and expand affordable housing options:

o Affordable Housing Development: The C & C Community, a resident owned manufactured
housing project, completed infrastructure improvements in 2021. Sixty households have
benefitted from this project. Work pending on the project includes updated fencing to be
completed in 2023.

o First Time Home Buyer: In FY2021-2022, the City provided assistance to 27 households and did
not meet the Annual Action Plan goal of 35 households. As predicted, the number of available
affordable homes has significantly declined as families from across the nation relocate to
Montana and this has significantly impacted sales. The City will continue this program to ensure
families can purchase their first homes, although partial funding may be diverted to assist with
other close- and shovel-ready projects.

o Neighborhood revitalization:

o Foreclosure Acquisition / Rehabilitation Program: A contract was completed to reconstruct one
single-family home on the Steffanich property in the Billings Heights. Construction will be
completed in 2023.

e |Impact poverty:

o Billings Metro VISTA Project: Full-time AmeriCorps members have been working on poverty-
impact programs this fiscal year. They focus on expanding services for the homeless and special
needs populations: Healthcare; Food Security; Education; Employment; Financial Literacy; and
Housing. Host Site Recruitment has declined, as many agencies expressed hesitation to take on
new initiatives with changing organizational needs and services in response to the coronavirus
pandemic. VISTA Member recruitment has slowed somewhat due to job market availability for
recent graduates.

e Pandemic Response: Progress in pandemic projects is described in the Executive Summary and
include: food distribution; downtown handwashing / restroom facility; park improvements; and public
services to assist those impacted by the pandemic including mental health care, substance abuse
services, homeless programs, and child services to date.

e CDBG Timeliness: The City did not meet the national timeliness goal by having more than 1.5 times
its annual grant left in HUD’s disbursement system in May 2023. National increases in building
supply costs and lack of availability, workforce / contractor shortages, and the foreclosure
moratorium significantly slowed the City’s ability to carry out programs. The Wall Street Journal also
named Billings the hottest housing market in the nation in 2021. When households moved away
from highly populated areas, the housing prices in Billings drastically increased and very few
affordable homes were, and are, available for purchase by low-income households.
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Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process 91.200(b)

Citizen participation is the foundation of housing and community development programs. The City of
Billings has adopted a Citizen Participation Plan which is implemented during Consolidated and Annual
Action Plan processes to ensure active participation by residents and affiliate organizations. The City has
also adopted a Language Assistance Plan to ensure meaningful access to program information and equal
opportunity for persons with hearing impairment and limited English proficiency. Both plans can be found
online at www.Billingsmt.gov/CDreports.

The Citizen Participation Plan describes public access and engagement through public comment periods,
public hearings, published notices, online and hard copy access to documents, and access for the disabled
and limited English proficiency. The Plan also details the public decision-making processes via the
Community Development Board and the Billings City Council.

First Public Hearing: HUD requires the City to hold at least two public hearings a year to obtain citizens’
views and to respond to proposals and questions. One of the hearings should be held during the
development of the Consolidated / Annual Action Plan. To meet this requirement, the Community
Development Board has chosen to hold the first public hearing in September in order to assist them in
designing the application process for the upcoming program year, before the publication of drafted
Consolidated / Annual Action Plans. The first public hearing was held on September 12, 2022. No public
comments were made.

Substantial Amendment: The City proposed adding Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
(CPTED) projects to the Annual Action Plan in order to decrease crime rates in low-income neighborhood
parks. The amendment was available online from August 11 and the public comment period was held
from August 12 through September 11, 2023. The City Council held a public hearing on September 11,
2023. Public comments are included in the appendices.

Summary of public comments

The Community Development Board requested The FY2023-2024 Annual Action Plan’s public comment
period began on March 25 and ended on April 24, 2023. A public hearing was held on April 24, 2023 during
the Billings City Council meeting to accept public comments on the Annual Action Plan and Community
Development Board recommendations for funding allocation. To facilitate an open public involvement
process, the public hearing was available live and remains available on demand at the www.comm?7tv.com
website and also on Community 7’s public Facebook page at www.facebook.com/comm7tv.

Public Comment & Hearing: The City received generalized questions via email, a request to change Annual
Action Plan language, and a public comment was made supporting the AmeriCorps VISTA program. See
additional information relative to public comments in the appendices.

Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them

All comments are taken into consideration during the development of the Annual Action Plan.
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Section II: The Process

Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those responsible for
administration of each grant program and funding source.

The City of Billings - Community Development Division staff is responsible for preparing the Consolidated
Plan and administration of CDBG and HOME grant programs.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency

CDBG Administrator City of Billings

. Community Development Division
HOME Administrator Brenda Beckett, Division Manager

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information

Brenda Beckett, Community Development Manager

Community Development Division, 2825 3rd Avenue North, Suite 610, Billings, MT
Phone: 406-657-8286 (TTY 711)

Email: beckettb@billingsmt.gov

Web: www.Billingsmt.gov/comdev

Introduction

Several organizations in the community are involved in affordable housing and community development-
related activities in Billings and are asked to comment on the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans. The
continued cooperation of these organizations in pursuing affordable housing for the community is
required to meet the Consolidated Plan goals. Consultations include review of the plan with public and
private agencies that provide health care, social services, and fair housing education. Populations targeted
for consultation include agencies that provide services for children, the elderly, the disabled, minorities,
single-headed households, persons with HIV / AIDS and their families, and homeless individuals and
families.

The Consolidated and Annual Action Plans are distributed widely during the public comment period and
interested persons were invited to attend several staff-facilitated, regularly scheduled meetings to find
out more about Community Development initiatives. Routine meetings were facilitated through staff for
the Community Development Board; six of the nine total members represent and reside in low-income
neighborhoods.

Annual Action Plan BILLINGS
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Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between public and
assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health, and service agencies
(91.215(1)).

Public Housing: The City’s public housing authority, HomeFront, is primarily responsible for administration
of the public housing and Section 8 Programs for the community. HomeFront is a municipal housing
authority established under the laws of the State of Montana (McA 7-15-44). Board members for HomeFront
are appointed by the Mayor of the City of Billings. The City supports HomeFront and regularly
communicates and consults with HomeFront staff on a variety of housing issues. 91.100(c)

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS: Public and private agencies have assisted the City in
reviewing the Consolidated Plan. Organizations providing housing, health services, and social services
have been involved in planning processes for the homeless and chronically homeless. The City supports
the Human Resources Development Council District 7 in their implementation of Housing Opportunities
for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) goals and objectives. 91.100(b)

Adjacent Governments: Communication regarding non-housing community development needs is
conducted via collaboration through adjacent units of local government including the State of Montana
and Yellowstone County. 91.100(a)(4)

Metropolitan Planning: The City of Billings - Community Development Division is included in the Planning
and Community Services Department. The department, overall, includes Code Enforcement, and Planning
/ Transportation (includes the City of Billings and Yellowstone County). These Divisions work internally to
implement the Growth Policy, Infill Policy, Transportation Plan and Neighborhood Plans collectively. All
City-assisted projects are reviewed for residential access to public transportation and broadband
infrastructure. 91.100(a)(5)

Community Development Board: The Community Development Board is a citizen’s advisory board
consisting of nine members who are appointed by the Mayor of Billings with the consent of the City
Council. Six members are appointed to represent low-income neighborhoods of the City as defined by
federal regulations for the CDBG program and three members represent the community at large. The
Community Development Board makes recommendations to the City Council regarding the Consolidated
Plan, the Annual Action Plan, the Citizen Participation Plan, and the CAPER (Consolidated Annual
Performance and Evaluation Report). In addition, the Board reviews applications submitted for CDBG and
HOME funding to make recommendations to the City Council for approval.

Billings City Council: The Billings City Council is the final governmental policy body that reviews and acts
on the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans, including the Citizen Participation Plan. Recommendations
are presented to the City Council and a public hearing is held. After receipt and consideration of public
comments, the City Council may approve proposed plan(s) and funding allocations.

Low-Income and Minority Households: To ensure citizen participation emphasizing the involvement of
low-income and minority residents in areas where housing and community development funds may be
spent, the City’s Community Development Board is comprised of six members representing lower-income
neighborhoods. The City’s Planning and Community Services Department also continues to coordinate
meetings with the Adjacent Neighborhood Committee including those representing the City's low-income
areas with high concentrations of minorities.
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Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of homeless persons
(particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans, and
unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness.

Continuum of Care Funding: Funding is provided to the State of Montana and are distributed by the State
to various regions in Montana through the Human Resource Development Councils (HRDCs). A Continuum
of Care application is prepared on a statewide basis and the City plays a small role in this process. One or
two organizations in Billings may receive Continuum of Care funding, but a very small percentage of the
available statewide Continuum of Care funding is allocated to local projects: five to seven percent
annually.

The Billings City Council allocated an amount not to exceed $210,000 to the Yellowstone County
Continuum of Care for the FY23 low-barrier winter shelter for one year. The City Council also approved an
allocation not to exceed $76,700 to the Montana Rescue Mission (MRM) to support data entry into the
Coordinated Entry system in the Homeless Management Information System (September 26, 2022, City
Council meeting minutes).

Billings Metro VISTA Project: To maintain momentum for City’s ten-year plan to impact homelessness,
the City's Community Development Division created an AmeriCorps Volunteers in Service to America
(VISTA) program known as the Billings Metro VISTA Project; sponsored by the Corporation for National
and Community Service. VISTA members work to create or expand community-based programs, services,
and systems that prevent and intervene in homelessness. VISTA members may be supervised by City staff
for over-arching, community-wide benefit programs and they can also be supervised by nonprofit
organization staff that are spearheading efforts to impact poverty and homelessness.

Statewide Continuum of Care: The Montana Continuum of Care Coalition (MT CoC) is the statewide
organization designed to bring homeless service providers together from across the state to identify
needs, inventory resources, recognize gaps and prioritize HUD funding as part of a greater planning effort
to eradicate homelessness in Montana. The coalition was formed to address homelessness with very few
resources to cover Montana’s vast geographical area. In 2012, MT CoC restructured to incorporate a Board
of Directors to oversee the operations of the coalition. The MT CoC consists of 15 delegates; ten from
districts mirroring the same planning districts used by the Montana Department of Health and Human
Services and five at-large delegates. The Board of Directors is the decision-making entity for the MT CoC
and is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition
to Housing (HEARTH) Act.

Local Continuum of Care: The South-Central Montana Continuum of Care serves as the City’s local
Continuum of Care organization. It is a subsidiary of the MT CoC and represents Big Horn, Carbon,
Stillwater, Sweet Grass, and Yellowstone counties. The South-Central Montana Continuum of Care
collaboratively works to develop, support, and promote a continuum of resources, services, and housing
opportunities that prevent homelessness and promote long-term stability.
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Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction’s area in determining
how to allocate Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds, develop performance standards and evaluate
outcomes, and develop funding, policies, and procedures for the administration of Homeless
Management Information System (HMIS).

The City does not receive ESG funds as an entitlement; these funds are distributed statewide by the
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services through ten HRDCs throughout the state.
Therefore, the City does not develop performance standards, evaluate outcomes, or develop funding,
policies, or procedures for the administration of HMIS. District 7 HRDC utilizes ESG funding for homeless
prevention activities and rapid rehousing. HRDC has received additional HUD Continuum of Care funds for
rapid-rehousing homeless families living in shelters.
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Describe Agencies, groups, organizations, and others who participated in the process and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing,
social service agencies and other entities.

10.

il

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Table 2 — Agencies, groups, organizations who participated in Consolidated Planning

Agency/Group/Organization

HomeFront

Homeword

Rimrock
Mental Health Center

Family Service, Inc.

District 7 HRDC

Adult Resource Alliance

Big Sky Senior Services

Living Independently for Today
and Tomorrow

City of Billings - Planning Division

YWCA Gateway House

Billings Public Schools
Billings Job Service

Montana Fair Housing

The Alliance
Montana Department of
Commerce
Billings Public Works Department

Billings Police Department

Annual Action Plan

Type(s)

Public Housing Authority; Services
- Homeless

Housing

Housing; Services - Persons with
Disabilities

Housing; Services - Persons with
Disabilities

Services - Housing

Housing; Services - Housing,
Children, Persons with HIV/AIDs,
Homeless

Services - Elderly Persons

Services - Elderly Persons

Housing; Services - Persons with
Disabilities

Local Government; Planning
Organization

Housing; Services - Domestic
Violence, Children

Services - Homeless, Education
Services - Employment

Services - Fair Housing
Health Agency
State; Housing

Local Government
Local Government; Services -
Domestic Violence, Homeless

Consolidated Plan Section(s)

Housing Need Assessment; Public Housing Needs; Homeless Needs -
Chronically Homeless, Families with Children, Veterans; Homelessness
Strategy; Market Analysis; Anti-Poverty Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Market Analysis; Anti-Poverty Strategy
Housing Need Assessment; Homeless Needs - Chronically Homeless; Anti-
Poverty Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Anti-Poverty
Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Market Analysis; Homeless Needs - Families
with Children; Homelessness Strategy; Anti-Poverty Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Homeless Needs - Chronically Homeless,
Families with Children; Homelessness Strategy; HOPWA Strategy; Anti-
Poverty Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Anti-Poverty
Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Anti-Poverty
Strategy

Housing Needs Assessment; Market Analysis; Non-Homeless Special Needs

Housing Needs Assessment; Market Analysis; Economic Development; Anti-
Poverty Strategy; Broadband Access; Resiliency

Housing Needs Assessment; Market Analysis; Homeless Needs - Families
with Children; Anti-Poverty Strategy

Homeless Needs - Families with Children; Anti-Poverty Strategy

Economic Development; Anti-Poverty Strategy

Housing Needs Assessment; Non-Homeless Special Needs; Anti-Poverty
Strategy

Non-Homeless Special Needs; Anti-Poverty Strategy

Housing Need Assessment; Market Analysis; Anti-Poverty Strategy
Non-Housing Community Development Needs

Housing Need Assessment; Anti-Poverty Strategy
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Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting.

The City of Billings staff is not aware of any agency types that have not been consulted in preparation of
the Consolidated Plan. City staff contacted many agencies to assist with the development of the
Consolidated Plans and has widely circulated information relative to proposed programs and funding
allocations to garner feedback. Additional efforts were made during the public comment period to
distribute the Consolidated Plan for review and feedback.

Describe other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan.

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with

Name of Plan Lead Organization e T Ayt
1 Continuum of Care Montana State Continuum of Care \dentifies Federal and State resources to impact
homelessness.
2 Growth Policy City of Billings - Planning Division Promotes affordable housing and infill development.
3 Infill Policy City of Billings - Planning Division Promotes affordable housing and infill development.
4 Annexation Policy City of Billings - Planning Division Promotes infill development.
5  Transportation Plan City of Billings - Planning Division Improves transit impacting project affordability.

City of Billings - Planning Division and

6 Neighborhood Plans Neighborhood Task Forces

Guides development efforts in each neighborhood.

State CDBG and HOME resources may be available to

. Montana Department of Commerce - further projects. Consultation and coordination of
7 Consolidated Plan . . . . . .
Community Development statewide Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
Choice.

Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation. Summarize
citizen participation process and how it impacted goal setting.

Public comments are requested at least 30 days prior to submission of reports required under HUD’s
Consolidated Plan process. City staff has considered all written comments by citizens, public agencies, and
other interested parties prior to submission of its final Consolidated Plan and related reports to HUD and
attach a summary of each comment to the final submission. If written comments were not accepted for
inclusion in the Plan, City staff has provided written explanation of why those comments were not
accepted.

Staff utilizes data-driven analysis processes along with citizen and community participation to establish
goals, strategies, and funded activities.
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Citizen Participation Outreach
Mode of Summary of
Target of Outreach
Outreach g response/attendance
Summary of comments not accepted and reasons: No comments were rejected.
Public Notices to obtain public comment on: performance for the prior program year; current community needs

Nonprofit and other organizations with . . . Lo - .
P & to assist the Community Development Board in designing the application process for the upcoming program

Publi int tin CDBG and HOME
u. I anin efes " an /or year, before the publication of the drafted Annual Action Plan; and the needs of those experiencing
Notices funding opportunities, Broad . . . L . .
Community homelessness in preparation for HOME-ARP assessment and planning activities. The notices were published

through the Yellowstone County News on August 12, 19, 26, 2022.
The City did not receive public comments.
Nonprofit and other organizations with = Public Hearing on September 12, 2022 to obtain public comment on: performance for the prior program year;

Public an interest in CDBG and/or HOME current community needs to assist the Community Development Board in designing the application process for
Hearing funding opportunities, Broad the upcoming program year, before the publication of the drafted Annual Action Plan; and regarding the needs
Community of those experiencing homelessness in preparation for HOME-ARP assessment and planning activities.
The City did not receive public comments.
Public Nonprofit and other organizations with = On December 16, 2022, City staff organized a public informational meeting to describe funding opportunities
Informational an interest in federal funding including CDBG and HOME, AmeriCorps VISTA, HOME-ARP, and the Affordable Housing Development program.
Meeting opportunities, Broad Community Invitations were sent to hundreds of community members, social service agencies, etc.

Twenty individuals attended the meeting including members of the local Continuum of Care, City Council, Social Service organizations, HomeFront - public housing
authority, neighborhood task forces, etc.
Nonprofit and other organizations with

Public an interest in CDBG and/or HOME Public Notices regarding the availability of CDBG and HOME funding were published through the Yellowstone
Notices funding opportunities, Broad County News on December 16, 23, 30, 2022.
Community

The City did not receive applications for CDBG or HOME funding from organizations outside of Community Development.

Nonprofit organizations with an
interest in AmeriCorps VISTA funding Email notification regarding the availability of AmeriCorps VISTA resources.
opportunities, Broad Community

Email
Notification

The City received numerous proposals for AmeriCorps VISTA placements for projects designed to impact poverty.
Public Notices regarding the publication of the drafted HOME-ARP Allocation Plan on the City’s website, the
public comment period from February 25 through March 13, 2023. Notice of the public hearing, to be held
during the March 13, 2023, City Council meeting, was published in the Yellowstone County News on February 24
and March 3 & 10, 2023.
Public comments are summarized in the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan at www.BillingsMT.gov/HOMEarp.

Nonprofit organizations with an

interest in HOME-ARP funding Public hearing was held during the City Council meeting on March 13, 2023.
opportunities, Broad Community
Public comments are summarized in the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan at www.BillingsMT.gov/HOMEarp.

Minorities, Disabled, Broad
Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Residents

Public
Notices

Public
Hearing
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Mode of

Citizen Participation Outreach
Summary of
response/attendance

Summary of comments not accepted and reasons: No comments were rejected.

Outreach Target of Outreach
Public Minorities, Disabled, Broad
. Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Notices

Residents

No responses or comments were received.

Minorities, Disabled, Broad
Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Residents

No responses or comments were received.
Minorities, Disabled, Broad
Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Residents

Website

Public
Meetings

There were no public comments made during the meetings.

H::rt;:c/ Minorities, Disabled, Broad
.g Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Public .
. Residents
Meeting

See the appendix for a summary of responses.
Minorities, Disabled, Broad
Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Residents
See the appendix for a summary of responses.

Public

Public Notice

Minorities, Disabled, Broad

Hearin
_g/ Community, Public & Assisted Housing
Public .
. Residents
Meeting

See the appendix for a summary of responses.

Annual Action Plan

Public Notices regarding the publication of the drafted Annual Action Plan on the City’s website, the public
comment period from March 25 through April 25, 2023. Notice of the public hearing, to be held during the April
25, 2023, City Council meeting, was published in the Yellowstone County News on March 24, 31, and April 7,
2023.

The drafted Annual Action Plan was available online, from March 25 through April 25, 2023, for public comment
and feedback. Emails were also sent to local nonprofit, healthcare, and housing organizations.

Monthly Community Development Board meetings are open to the public. Meetings are held on the first
Tuesday of each month and are advertised

The City Council public hearing held April 24, 2023, was streamed live. The videos are available on demand at
www.comm7tv.com and www.facebook.com/comm7tv.

Amendment to add crime prevention projects for low-income neighborhood parks was available online on
Friday, August 11, 2023. Public comment period was held from August 12 through September 11, 2023.

The City Council held a public hearing on September 11, 2023 for a substantial amendment to add crime
prevention projects for low-income neighborhood parks. City Council meetings are streamed live and the videos
are available on demand at www.comm7tv.com and www.facebook.com/comm7tv.
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Section I11: Annual Action Plan

Introduction

The table below illustrates the CDBG and HOME resources expected for the program year. CDBG
administration allocations are capped at 20% of the new CDBG allocation in addition to eligible program
income received during the project year. Maximum amounts for public service activities are capped at
15% of the new CDBG allocation and 15% of the previous year’s program income. HOME administration
activities are capped at 10% of the new HOME allocation and eligible program income received following
the required affordability period. Revenue received during a project’s affordability period is considered
recaptured and may not be used for administration.

Expected revenues from the CDBG program include repayments for funding loaned through the Housing
Rehabilitation Loan program and other revitalization efforts. The City expects to receive approximately
$75,000 to $300,000+ in repayments for the upcoming fiscal year and this funding will be reprogrammed
for programs identified herein. The City will not receive proceeds for Section 108 loan guarantees, surplus
funds from urban renewal settlements, or float-funded activities.

Revenue expected for the HOME program includes recaptured and program income funding generated
by the First Time Homebuyer Loan program. The City expects to receive approximately $150,000 to
$300,000+ in HOME funding through these venues, and the funding will be utilized to further programs
identified in this Plan. City of Billings programs utilize 100% of CDBG and HOME funding to benefit low- to
moderate-income households and/or areas. The City may also receive program income attributable to the
Neighborhood Stabilization Program and other previously funded federal and state programs.

Routine revenues including program income, recaptured / repaid funds, and re-programmed monies will
be utilized for existing and previously approved programs as it is received during each fiscal year. Routine
revenues are allocated on a close- and shovel-ready basis to ensure timely commitment and expenditure.
These changes are customary and facilitate funding allocations to projects and activities most in demand
and do not require a substantial or minor amendment to the Consolidated Plan.

The City was awarded $1.2 million in HOME-ARP funding through the American Recovery Act. An
assessment was designed and conducted in 2022-2023 and the HOME-ARP allocation plan was submitted
to HUD by March 31, 2023 and subsequently approved.

Anticipated Resources

Expected Amount Available Expected Amount .
Source of ilabl ind Narrative
Program Funds Annual Program Prior Year Total Available Reminder Description
Allocation Income Resources of Con Plan
Public Entitlement
/ $623,918 $50,000 $100,000 $773,918 SO .
CDBG Federal Allocation

Uses of Funds: Administration, Foreclosure Acquisition / Rehabilitation / Homebuyer Acquisition, New
Housing Development
Public / Entitlement
HOME Federal $378,085 $400,000 $300,000 $1,078,085 S0 Allocation

Uses of Funds: Administration, Homebuyer Acquisition, New Housing Development
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Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state, and local funds),
including a description of how matching requirements will be satisfied.

The HOME program requires 25% match funding for projects be dedicated from non-federal sources. The
City of Billings meets HOME matching requirements through low-interest financing available for First Time
Homebuyer Loans issued through the Montana Board of Housing (MBOH) and matching funds provided
for other affordable housing projects undertaken with HOME funds, such as private contributions and
other local bank financing.

If appropriate, describe publicly owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that may be
used to address the needs identified in the plan.

The City of Billings does not have plans to use publicly-owned land to address needs identified in the
Consolidated Plan and is not required to do so, as per federal regulation.

Requirements set forth in CFR 24 91.220 and 91.520 indicate the City may indicate publicly-owned land
or property located within the jurisdiction that may be used to address the needs identified in the
Consolidated / Annual Action Plan.

While the City has not dedicated land to the Community Development Division, the Billings City Council
supported the Division’s housing programs by dedicating nearly $450,000 in non-federal funds to support
Consolidated Plan activities.
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[N

Projects are funded on a close- and shovel-ready for core programs. An asterisk*indicates activities must be implemented by housing development organizations.

Category
Goal Name & Needs Outcome Objective S City Program Goal Outcome Indicator One Year Goal
Addressed
CDBG Public Infrastructure: Low-income Housing Benefit 0 Households Assisted*
$386,134 Affordable Housing Rental Units Constructed 4 Housing Units*
Decent Development Rental Units Rehabilitated 0 Housing Units*
Affordable . - - -
Housin Affordability = Affordable HOME Homeowner Housing Added 0 Housing Units*
g .
- Housing $1,040,276 I
reate, ) ) . . .
irst fime Home Direct Financial Assistance to Homebuyers 20 Households Assisted
preserve, and NSP TBD buyer
expand
afff:dable e Encourage the citywide development of new affordable single-family, multi-family and special needs housing in the community through private developers and
housin nonprofit organizations.
optionf o Provide direct, affordable financing and assistance to low-income homeowners for the completion of needed repairs citywide.
e Provide affordable financing and support to promote homeownership opportunities citywide.
Estimate the number of extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income families to whom the jurisdiction will provide affordable housing as
defined by HOME 91.215(b): The City’s intent is to assist 20 low-income (under 80% AMI) families this fiscal year through the HOME First Time Home Buyer program.
Of these households, zero are expected to be extremely low-income.
Neighborhood  Affordable s CDBG EN Foreclosure Homeowner housing rehabilitated 1 Housing Unit
talization: Housi Affordability Affordable $200,000 Acquisition
Revitalization: S Housing 2 Rehabilitation Buildings Demolished 0 Buildings

Foreclosures L . S I
e Revitalize neighborhoods through foreclosure remediation, redevelopment, and infill development.

Other: Create Sg??%(oso
’ Availabilit Suitabl D Billi Metro VISTA
Poverty vara .I I. Y/ u.| ? € HHings (.? o Public service activity for low-income benefit 200 Persons Assisted
JI—— Accessibility Living CNCS Project
Impact Poverty P Environment pending

e Provide public service activity funding to support the Billings Metro VISTA Project to support local nonprofit organizations expand services for the homeless and
special needs populations: Healthcare; Food Security; Education; Employment; Financial Literacy; and Housing.

Create Crime Prevention
i Other:
B ; Availability / Suitable CDBG EN through SE—— o
Revitalization: Crime I . . . Public Facilities 1 Public Facility
X . Accessibility Living Spending Environmental
Crime Prevention . .
i Environment Design
Prevention

e Revitalize neighborhoods through foreclosure remediation, redevelopment, and infill development.
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS)
Table 6: Goals Summary Information
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Introduction

The City of Billings is recommending the following projects for CDBG and HOME funding for FY2023-2024.
Revenues received from CDBG, HOME, and other sources will be allocated to current programs under a
close- or shovel-ready basis to ensure commitment and expenditure timeliness. The City will be receiving
$623,918 in new CDBG funds and $378,085 in new HOME funds. CDBG and HOME administration will be
funded at the maximum allowable caps (20 and 10 percent, respectively). Last fiscal year’s available CDBG
and HOME funding will be rolled over for the First Time Home Buyer program ($100,000 and $300,000).

CDBG programs will be funded with entitlement and program income funding as follows: $150,000 to the
Foreclosure Acquisition / Rehabilitation program, $63,000 to the Billings Metro VISTA Project, $50,000 for
Crime Prevention through Environmental Design in low-income neighborhood parks, and all remaining
entitlement and program income CDBG funding to the Affordable Housing Development program. These
funding allocations are subject to the City’s standard close- and shovel-ready allocation process. Fifteen
percent of new HOME entitlement funding will be dedicated to Community Housing Development
Organizations for affordable housing development. All remaining entitlement and program income HOME
funding would be allocated to the Affordable Housing Development program. These funding allocations
are also subject to the City’s standard close- and shovel-ready allocation process.

FY2023-2024 Allocations

# Project Name CDBG HOME TOTALS
EN Pl Last FY EN Pl Last FY
&2 Administration 124,784 - - 37,809 - - 162,593
3 Foreclosure Acq / Rehab 100,000 50,000 - - - - 200,000
Community Housing Dev Orgs - - - 56,713 - -
4 1,026,410
Affordable Housing Devel 286,134 - - 283,563 = 400,000 - e
5 First Time Home Buyer - - 100,000 - - 300,000 400,000
6 Billings Metro VISTA Project 63,000 - - - - - 63,000
7 Crlme. Prevention thrpugh 50,000
Environmental Design
TOTALS 623,918 50,000 100,000 378,085 400,000 300,000 1,852,003
Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing underserved needs
The allocation priorities were established by identifying community needs through the Needs Assessment
and Market Analysis:
o Affordable Housing: Single- and multi-housing development, First Time Home Buyer, and
Foreclosure Acquisition and Rehabilitation.
e Poverty Impact: Billings Metro VISTA Project.
Limited funding is the primary obstacle faced by the City in undertaking the activities described in its
Consolidated Plan and meeting under-served needs. The Needs Assessment identified the affordable
housing needs and conditions of our community. These conditions, particularly the cost burden faced by
very low-income renters and homeowners, is difficult to address given existing resources.
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Project Name

Administration

Foreclosure
Acquisition &
Rehabilitation

Affordable
Housing
Development

First Time
Home Buyer

Billings Metro
VISTA Project

Crime
Prevention
through
Environmental
Design

Estimate # / Type Families Benefitting
Not Applicable

Target Area Goals / Needs Funding
City of Billings Affordable Housing CDBG $124,784 HOME $37,809
General grant administration for CDBG and HOME programs.

Target Date
June 30, 2024

1 Housing Unit — Low-Income Household

ERREE (IDIS Category 10)

City of Billings Affordable Housing June 30, 2024

Description: Revitalize low-income neighborhoods through foreclosure remediation, redevelopment, and infill development.
Planned Activities: Funding to support the purchase of vacant and foreclosed properties for the purpose of rehabilitation and direct homeownership assistance
to income-qualified homebuyers as their primary residence. Properties may also be demolished to make way for new construction of affordable housing. The
purpose of the program is to stabilize neighborhoods, stem the decline of house values of neighboring homes due to foreclosure, and to preserve decent

affordable housing.
4 Household Housing Units - Low-Income
Household, Rental Units Constructed
(IDIS Category 7)

CDBG $286,134
HOME EN: $283,563

HOME CHDO: $56,713

HOME PI: $400,000 LIISEhcir

City of Billings Affordable Housing
Description: Encourage the citywide development of new affordable single-family, multi-family and special needs housing in the community through private
developers and nonprofit organizations.

Planned Activities: This funding would be utilized to facilitate the development of new affordable housing.

20 Low-Income Households Assisted
(IDIS Category 11)

HOME $300,000 CDBG $100,000

Utilizing Rollover Funding from Last Fiscal Year June 30, 2024

City of Billings = Affordable Housing

Description: Provide affordable financing and support to promote homeownership opportunities citywide.
Planned Activities: This program provides financial resources to support low-income first-time homebuyers with down payment and closing costs.

200 Low-Income Persons Assisted

CDBG $63,000 (IDIS Category 3)

City of Billings Poverty Impact June 30, 2024
Description: Provide public service activity funding to support the Billings Metro VISTA Project to help local nonprofit organizations expand services for the
homeless and special needs populations: Healthcare; Food Security; Education; Employment; Financial Literacy; and Housing.

Planned Activities: AmeriCorps members work on poverty impact issues in the community including hunger, homelessness, education, and veterans / military

family support. Members are placed at nonprofit organization Host Sites and the City to assist in strengthening services in the poverty-impact service continuum.

1 Public Facility

CDBG $50,000 (IDIS Category #)

City of Billings Crime Prevention June 30, 2024

Description: Provide funding to support Crime Prevention through Environmental Design for improvements to low-income neighborhood parks.
Planned Activities: This program is designed to add amenities to reduce crime in low-income neighborhoods including, lighting, design, landscaping, social
engagement, etc.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME)
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Description of the geographic areas of the entitlement (including areas of low-income and minority
concentration) where assistance will be directed

The geographic area served by the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans is defined by the current City of
Billings limits. Citation 24 CFR 91.220(f) reads as follows, “When appropriate, jurisdictions should estimate
the percentage of funds they plan to dedicate to target areas.” Estimating the percentage of funds planned
for dedication to target areas is not appropriate for the Billings community due to the following reasons:

e Geographic area is defined by the current Billings city limits.

e Citywide strategies encourage the distribution of resources to support affirmatively furthering fair
housing and equal opportunity to avoid segregation in Billings.

e Geographic distribution of investments description includes the focus of resources on a citywide
basis to support diversity across the community.

e The City of Billings is classified as a smaller city on a national scale.

e The actual dollar amount planned for allocation to each program is included in this Action Plan.

The City will focus distribution of investments on a citywide basis to support diversity and mixed-income
development across the community. Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Areas have not been
established in Billings and there is no specific amount of funding allocated for a target area in the City’s
geographic distribution of resources. Therefore, the City plans to dedicate zero percent of funding to
target areas in favor of supporting a citywide approach to further fair housing, equal opportunity, and
anti-segregation efforts.

Geographic Distribution
Target Area Percentage of Funds
Citywide 100%

Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically

The strategies identified in the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans will be addressed on a citywide basis
to encourage the distribution of low-income affordable housing and other assistance to lower-income
households throughout the community.

Annual Action Plan BILLINGS

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

22



AP-55 Affordable Housing 91.220(g)

Introduction

Planned affordable housing activities for the upcoming year include Foreclosure Acquisition /
Rehabilitation, Affordable Housing Development, and First Time Home Buyer. While many of these
programs may serve the homeless or special needs households, the programs are not designed to
exclusively serve one or more of the following cohorts.

One Year Goals for the Number of Households to be

Supported
Homeless 0
Non-Homeless 25
Special-Needs 0
Total 25

Table 7 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Requirement

One Year Goals for the Number of Households Supported Through

Rental Assistance 0

The Production of New Units 4
Rehab of Existing Units 1
Acquisition of Existing Units 1
Total 6

Table 8 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Type
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Introduction

The City’s public housing authority, HomeFront, serves extremely low-income, very low-income, and low-
income citizens. HomeFront plans to apply for all grants that will assist the organization in adding units to
its existing programs and any programs that complement existing services and are able to be
implemented. HomeFront will continue to assess and implement modernization funds to upgrade and
restore units, (with sustainability as the priority) and complete energy efficient repairs as needed.

Actions planned during the next year to address the needs to public housing

The City allocated over $2 million to HomeFront to develop 95 affordable housing units. HomeFront may
apply for funding to develop affordable housing through the Affordable Housing Development Program.
In the past, the City has granted funds to build new units through the HOME and CDBG programs in
neighborhoods where HomeFront property exists. The City has also provided funding for a variety of
rehabilitation and new construction projects to neighborhoods that have public housing units in need of
upgrading.

The City has helped rehabilitate properties, sold land for new businesses, and granted land to nonprofits
to assist with neighborhood revitalization efforts in neighborhoods where HomeFront complexes have
been built. The City has provided funding for parks and play areas for the neighborhoods where
HomeFront families reside. In addition, the businesses that have moved into areas where HomeFront
properties are located have contributed to the economic stability of HomeFront clients. The City’s First
Time Home Buyer program assists with home ownership down payment assistance and home ownership
counseling for clients considering homeownership.

The City coordinates with HomeFront for housing needs assessments, assists in funding new projects
when appropriate, and assists with applications for supportive services when called upon.

Actions to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in management and participate
in homeownership

HomeFront implements the Family Self-Sufficiency program. This program links participants to community
agencies to help them become self-sufficient through individual goal setting. Forty-one households have
achieved homeownership through this program to date. Resident councils, an Advisory Board and the
Family Self-Sufficiency Panel are involved in providing input on program needs and assisting others to
become actively involved in the process. Additional information is included in the five-year plan on file at
the HomeFront office.

Each year goes through a process to assess physical needs addressed by tenants through their Resident
Advisory Board for the Annual Plan process; comments are also solicited via Resident Council functions
throughout the year. These comments, Board participation, tenant commissioners, and Public Housing
Administration’s daily communications with HomeFront’s client base serve to assist in assessing client
needs for physical adjustments, security issues, and needed links with the community. The physical needs
requests are implemented along with staff recommendations in the Capital Fund planning process.

If the PHA is designated as troubled, describe the way financial assistance will be provided or other
assistance

Not applicable. HomeFront is a High Performer for the Public Housing Assessment System (PHAS) and the
Section 8 Management Assessment Program (SEMAP). Therefore, a review of troubled status needs is not
required as part of the Consolidated and Annual Action Plans. HomeFront can always apply for funding
through the City's Affordable Housing Development program if funding is needed.
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Introduction

As previously stated in the SP-60 Homelessness Strategy of the Consolidated Plan, the Community
Development Division’s ongoing activities include:

e Continuing to distribute the City’s Resource Map, Notepad, and the Veteran’s Resource Map.
These documents include comprehensive service directories for anyone seeking assistance.

e To the greatest extent possible, City staff will continue to provide local nonprofit organizations
access to AmeriCorps VISTA members through the Billings Metro VISTA Project resources. VISTA
members may be placed at the City to undertake objective citywide initiatives. VISTA members
may also be placed at nonprofit Host Site organizations to work on specific anti-poverty initiatives.

The City does not directly receive Continuum of Care, Emergency Shelter Grant, or other federal funds to
exclusively support efforts to impact homelessness. City staff does not provide direct services to those
experiencing homelessness.

A network of over 50 local service providers in the community strive to meet the diverse needs of those
experiencing homelessness, those who are at-risk of homelessness, and people experiencing poverty. The
Mental Health Center manages a Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) outreach
program to engage those living outside or in areas unfit for human habitation. Tumbleweed runs a Street
Outreach program to seek out unaccompanied youth to engage them in services. A complete listing of
services, including outreach, is included in the MA-30 Homeless Facilities and Services section of this
Consolidated Plan.

Describe the jurisdictions one-year goals and actions for reducing and ending homelessness including
Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their individual needs

The Mental Health Center manages the PATH outreach program to engage those living outside or in areas
unfit for human habitation. Tumbleweed runs a Street Outreach program to seek out unaccompanied
youth to engage them in services. Additional services for the homeless are included in the MA-30
Homeless Facilities and Services section of the Consolidated Plan (www.BillingsMT.gov/ConPlan).

While not funded with federal funds, the City of Billings recently implemented a new Crisis Response Unit
(CRU) in partnership with Rimrock Foundation and the Substance Abuse Connect Coalition. The goal is to
help people going through a mental health crisis. The CRU team consists of a peer specialist from the
Rimrock Foundation, a licensed counselor, and an EMT from the Billings Fire Department. A care
coordinator will follow up with the individual for any treatment and recovery support.

Addressing the emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of homeless persons

The shelter needs for those experiencing homelessness in the Billings community are primarily met by the
Montana Rescue Mission (MRM). The organization operates a men’s shelter and a shelter to serve women
and their children. The City of Billings recently provided a one-year grant to the MRM to implement the
Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) and Coordinated Entry System. Several local service
providers assist homeless families by providing funding for rent, mortgage, utility, and deposit assistance.
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The Community Crisis Center provides crisis intervention, and 23-hour stays as a technique to impact
chronic homelessness. The YWCA provides transitional housing for victims of domestic violence.
Additional services for the homeless are included in the MA-30 Homeless Facilities and Services section
of the Consolidated Plan (www.BillingsMT.gov/ConPlan).

For those living on the downtown streets of Billings, a position was created for an addiction / mental
health counselor to accompany two downtown police officers when engaging people living on the streets.
This initiative was undertaken as one of the many outcomes from the Community Innovations Summit,
which was facilitated by the Community Development Division and the Downtown Billings Alliance. Non-
federal funding through the City of Billings has been allocated to support the counselor staff position.

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, families with
children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the transition to permanent
housing and independent living, including shortening the period of time that individuals and families
experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless individuals and families to affordable housing
units, and preventing individuals and families who were recently homeless from becoming homeless
again.

Family Promise of Yellowstone Valley provides emergency shelter to several families at a time in a network
of church congregations. The organization also operates a transitional housing program that provides
apartments for those who have graduated from the shelter program.

YWCA Gateway House provides housing for female-headed households who have been victims of
domestic violence. Additional services provided include case management, mental health treatment,
budgeting assistance, and the facilitation of access to benefits. The organization also provides transitional
housing and permanent supportive housing.

HRDC District 7 receives Emergency Shelter Grant funds and manages a rapid rehousing program to
provide deposit and rent payment assistance to help families quickly regain stability into permanent
housing.

Helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially extremely low-
income individuals and families and those who are: being discharged from publicly-funded institutions
and systems of care (such as health care facilities, mental health facilities, foster care and other youth
facilities, and corrections programs and institutions); or, receiving assistance from public or private
agencies that address housing, health, social services, employment, education, or youth needs.

The City does not receive McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act funds and is not required to develop
and implement a Discharge Coordination Policy. The Montana Continuum of Care (MT CoC) for the
Homeless Coalition is the state’s lead agency for addressing homeless activities and is a statewide
collaboration of diverse homeless service providers, nonprofit organizations, and local and state
governments. The coalition was formed to address homelessness with very few resources to cover
Montana’s vast geographical area. The system is established upon community and regionally-based
continuum of care systems, which form the statewide coalition and continuum of care process. The City
supports the MT CoC in their efforts to establish a Statewide Discharge Coordination Policy.

The City does not receive Emergency Shelter Grant funds. These funds are distributed statewide by the
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services through ten HRDCs throughout the state. The
local District 7 HRDC utilizes these funds to support rapid re-housing activities in conjunction with the
local shelters.
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Introduction

Barriers to affordable housing are noted in the MA-40 and SP-55 Barriers to Affordable Housing sections
of the Consolidated Plan, which can be found online at www.BillingsMT.gov/ConPlan.

Additional barriers have been identified in the City’s Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice,
including:
e Concentrations of minorities that would not exist in a free market not distorted by discrimination

suggest that Billings has a dual housing market; one for non-Hispanics, Whites and Asians and
another for all other minorities.

e Discriminatory real estate industry practices such as racial and ethnic steering distort the free
market in housing.

e Discrimination against Latinos in issuing government-backed mortgage and refinancing loans
continues unabated in Billings as it does throughout the nation.

o The relatively high cost of housing continues to pose a barrier to fair housing choice in Billings.

o A review of Unified Zoning Regulations and review requirements to foster compliance with fair
housing law and to promote inclusionary zoning.

e There is a serious shortage of housing affordable to holders of Housing Choice Vouchers in the
areas where the proportion of public-school students from low-income neighborhoods is
relatively low.

Actions it planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that serve as barriers
to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies affecting land, zoning ordinances, building
codes, fees and charges, growth limitations, and policies affecting the return on residential investment.

The City plans on assisting with housing affordability and poverty impact through the following programs:
e Foreclosure Acquisition / Rehabilitation
e First Time Home Buyer

Affordable Housing Development

Billings Metro VISTA Project

The City of Billings recently adopted, and has begun implementing, a new zoning code that includes
several provisions to expand affordable housing options and choice citywide. Project Re:Code was a
three-year process to modernize zoning codes, diversify neighborhoods, and remove barriers to
affordable housing development. The new code allows for smaller, accessory dwelling units to create
more compact, affordable housing options in existing residential neighborhoods. With the assistance of
AmeriCorps VISTA members through the Billings Metro VISTA Project, the City also built a new Pattern
Guide website to provide guidance to homeowners and small business owners investing in Billings’ First

Neighborhoods.

In 2019, City officials met locally with several HUD officials from the Office of Fair Housing and Equal
Opportunity: Assistant Secretary Anna Maria Farias; Regional Director Amy Frisk; and Enforcement Branch
Chief Chris Vogel. After reviewing Project Re:Code, Farias..commended the effort, saying [Project
Re:Code] was “very impressive,” before adding her thoughts on the importance of zoning codes. “If you
are serious about affordable housing, then somebody has to be willing to start talking about zoning.”
(Billings Gazette)
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Introduction

The City’s programs have been designed to meet priority needs in the community. However, there is very
limited funding coming through the City to meet the needs of local citizens.

Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs

The City plans on meeting underserved needs through the following programs:

e  First Time Home Buyer

o Promote financial security, home equity, housing self-sufficiency, housing and neighborhood
quality and stability.

o Increase minority homeownership, promote equal access and opportunity, and decrease
segregation citywide.

o Improve affordable housing opportunities for the elderly, persons with disabilities, and other
special populations.

o Reduce predatory lending through education and standardized procedures.

e Affordable Housing Development
o Expand access and availability of decent, affordable housing citywide.
o Improve the physical quality of affordable housing.

o Foster suitable living environment and quality of life through the improvement of physical
conditions including infrastructure for housing projects and housing development.

e Foreclosure, Acquisition, Rehabilitation
Mitigate the negative community impact of vacant, foreclosed properties.

o Improve affordable housing quality, condition, safety, livability, and accessibility.
o Stabilize property values in neighborhoods with existing vacant, foreclosed homes.
o Eliminate the potential for crime related to existing vacant, foreclosed properties.

e Billings Metro VISTA Project

o Provide resources to nonprofit organizations to undertake poverty impact activities and to
support the low-income individuals and families they serve.

o Focus areas include education, healthcare, food security, economic opportunity, housing,
financial literacy, and others.
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Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing

The City plans on maintaining affordable housing through the following:

e Create, preserve, and expand affordable housing options: Affordable Housing Development and
First Time Home Buyer

e Neighborhood Revitalization — Foreclosures: Foreclosure Acquisition Rehabilitation
e Impact Poverty: Billings Metro VISTA Project

Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards

The City continues to follow HUD’s lead-based paint requirements as established in September of 2000.
Projects involving structures built prior to 1978 are considered to have the potential for lead-based paint
and consistent procedures have been developed to ensure compliance with federal regulations.

The City will continue diligence while undertaking rehabilitation and construction activities to maintain
the safety of households participating in federal programs. Participants in the City’s housing programs are
made aware of the requirements the City must follow. Education on the hazards of exposure to lead is
provided for each rehabilitation project. The City currently offers risk assessments, through certified staff,
paint inspections, clearance testing, and has access to lead-safe certified contractors to ensure
compliance.

Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families

As stated in the SP-70 Anti-Poverty Strategy section of the Consolidated Plan (BillingsMT.gov/ConPlan),
the Needs Assessment contains comprehensive information on the lower-income status of local
households. All the Consolidated Plan strategies target the improvement of economic conditions of
lower-income households in the community, including housing development, financing home repair,
continuing partnerships, and funding public service activities. The City proposes to support the following
specific activities in the Consolidated Plan to address economic conditions of low-income households in
Billings:

e Continue to work with nonprofit organizations to help address the human service needs of
lower-income residents of the community in general and of our lower-income neighborhoods.
This would be achieved primarily through supporting capacity building efforts of social service
agencies through implementation of the Billings Metro VISTA Project.

e Continue to apply for the AmeriCorps VISTA project status to bring full-time and summer associate
volunteers to work on poverty-impact programs.

AmeriCorps VISTA is a national anti-poverty initiative that places full-year and Summer Associate
volunteers with local projects. Full-year VISTA members are recruited locally and nationally, are college
graduates, and commit to at least a year of service with a project. Summer Associates are at least 18 years
old and commit to ten weeks of service.
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Actions planned to develop institutional structure

As described in the SP-40 Institutional Delivery Structure section of the Consolidated Plan, the City of
Billings maintains strong partnerships with housing and social service agencies. The only gaps in the
institutional structure relate to funding limitations and the City’s inability to dedicate time and resources
to additional projects outside of the current funding structure.

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing & social service agencies
The City will continue coordinating with public, private, and social service agencies to further activities
and projects identified herein, including participation in the following groups and initiatives:

e Nonprofit Organizations

e Neighborhood Task Forces

e Community Innovations Initiatives

e Resource Map and Notepad

e \Veteran’s Resource Map

e Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resource Guide

e Billings Metro VISTA Project
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Introduction

The City of Billings has programmed all available revenues in current programs identified herein.

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)
Reference 24 CFR 91.220(1)(1)
1. Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified
in the Projects Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that SO
is included in projects to be carried out.

2. The total amount of program income that will have been received before the start of the $0
next program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed.

3. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be used during the year

to address the priority needs and specific objectives identified in the grantee's strategic SO
plan.
4. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements. SO
5. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the planned use has $0
not been included in a prior statement or plan.
6. The amount of income from float-funded activities. SO
Total Program Income: $0

Other CDBG Requirements

1. The amount of urgent need activities. SO

2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities that benefit persons
of low- and moderate-income. Overall Benefit - A consecutive period of one, two, or three
years may be used to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70% of CDBG funds is 100%
used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. Specific the years covered that
include this Annual Action Plan.

FY Year Covered 2023
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Reference 24 CFR 91.220(1)(2)

1. A description of other forms of investment being used beyond those identified in Section 92.205 is
as follows:

The above-noted regulation refers to the use of HOME funds for eligible activities. The City of Billings
will not utilize HOME funds outside of the following allowable investments:

e Equity investments, interest-bearing loans or advances, non-interest-bearing loans or
advances, interest subsidies consistent with the purposes of this part, deferred payment
loans, grants, or other forms of assistance that HUD determines to be consistent with the
purposes of this part. Each participating jurisdiction has the right to establish the terms of
assistance, subject to the requirements of this part.

e Guarantee loans made by lenders and, if required, the participating jurisdiction may establish
a loan guarantee account with HOME funds. The HOME funds may be used to guarantee the
timely payment of principal and interest or payment of the outstanding principal and interest
upon foreclosure of the loan. The amount of the loan guarantee account must be based on a
reasonable estimate of the default rate on the guaranteed loans, but under no circumstances
may the amount on deposit exceed 20% of the total outstanding principal amount
guaranteed; except that the account may include a reasonable minimum balance. While loan
funds guaranteed with HOME funds are subject to all HOME requirements, funds which are
used to repay the guaranteed loans are not.

2. A description of the guidelines that will be used for resale or recapture of HOME funds when used
for homebuyer activities as required in 92.254, is as follows:

Recapture provisions permit the original homebuyer to sell the assisted property to any willing buyer
during the period of affordability while the City can recapture all, or a portion of the HOME assistance
provided to the original homebuyer. The City utilizes recapture provisions exclusively when assisting
homeowners and the provisions are enforced via a Promissory Note (not recorded), the use of a Deed
Restriction Agreement and a Montana Trust Indenture that are both recorded at the Yellowstone
County Clerk and Recorder’s office. These written, legal documents contain language outlining the
recapture provisions as established herein. The City does not use subrecipients or other grantees to
carry out these activities.

Homebuyer Requirements: For homeownership housing to qualify as affordable housing eligible for
HOME funding, it must be single-family; considered modest housing; be acquired by a low-income
household for their principal residence; and meet affordability requirements for a single period as
determined by the amount of assistance provided. The City utilizes single family mortgage limits set

by HUD.

Direct HOME Subsidy: The amount of HOME assistance that enabled the homebuyer to buy the unit.
The direct subsidy includes down payment and closing costs provided directly to the homebuyer,
which resulted in a reduced purchase price from the fair market value of the home to an affordable
price. The entire amount of HOME assistance is subject to recapture.

Net Proceeds: The sales price, less the superior loan repayment and any closing costs. The City will
only recapture the net proceeds from a sale. Any loans or improvements made to the property after
the time of the HOME assistance will be paid after the City is repaid the amount owed under its
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recapture provisions. If the net proceeds are not sufficient to recapture the full HOME investment,
the City will accept the available net proceeds as full payment.

Recapture Model - City Recaptures Entire HOME Assistance Amount: The City allows the assisted
homebuyer to retain all appreciation and the City expects to recapture the entire direct HOME subsidy
invested in the project. Therefore, the homeowner will retain any value of the appreciation of the
property after the City’s HOME assistance has been recaptured / repaid. The homeowner’s down
payment, principal payments, and any capital improvement investment made in the property after
the HOME assistance was provided will be returned to the homeowner at closing after the City’s
HOME assistance is recaptured and repaid from the net proceeds as described above.

Subordination: The City does not subordinate loans in the First Time Homebuyer program and other
homeowner-assisted projects without City Administrator approval. Therefore, if an assisted
homeowner refinances the property, the City will need to be repaid the full amount of HOME
assistance provided.

Use of Recaptured Funds: Recaptured HOME funds will be used to assist other first-time homebuyers
to purchase property in Billings or other HOME-eligible activities to be determined through the City’s
budget allocation process in accordance with the Citizen Participation Plan. Homebuyers must be low-
income and must use the assisted property with the recaptured funds as their principal residence.
Low-income and first-time homebuyer status will be determined based on HOME program
regulations.

A description of the guidelines for resale or recapture that ensures the affordability of units
acquired with HOME funds. See 24 CFR 92.254(a)(4) are as follows:

Long Term Affordability: Under the recapture provision, there is no requirement that the original
HOME-assisted homebuyer sell the unit to another low-income homebuyer.

Affordability Periods: For City-assisted homebuyer units under the recapture provision, the period of
affordability is based upon the direct HOME subsidy provided to the homebuyer that enabled the
homebuyer to purchase the unit. Any program income used to provide direct assistance to the
homebuyer is included when determining the period of affordability. Recapture provisions for the
First Time Home Buyer program are either five or ten years for each assisted property beginning after
the transfer of the property to the property owner as evidenced by the Deed Restriction Agreement,
Montana Trust Indenture and Promissory Note.

Plans for using HOME funds to refinance existing debt secured by multifamily housing that is
rehabilitated with HOME funds along with a description of the refinancing guidelines required that
will be used under 24 CFR 92.206(b), are as follows:

The City of Billings does not propose the use of HOME funds to refinance existing debt secured by
multi-family housing that is being rehabilitated with HOME funds.
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Section IV: Appendix

Appendix A: CDBG Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)

OMB Mumber: £040-0004
Expiraton Data: 11202025

Application for Federal Assistance SF424

* 1. Typa of Subrnissior: * 2 Typeof Apgiicaiore * | Revision, sded approgriate letier(a):
[] Preapgication ] New |

[<] Application [] confinuation * Oher (Sgecifyt

[[] crangediComected Applicaton | [ | Revision [ |

* 3. Daw Received: 4. Applicant idarifer-

| | |

Sa Fedes EnSy kenSfer Sb. Federal Awand |den Ber

[un | | [e-23-me-30-0001

State Use Only:

A Dale Recaived by St [ 7 Stae Aggiicaton | derifer [ |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION

“a.legal Name: o5y of Billings ]

* b, ErmoloyenTasmayer |danfScaton Number (EINTIN): * & UEE

[f1e00123 | [L-.rc-.'_n.zq SLESS _J

d Address:

* Sree1: [m Box 1178 |
Staat): [ |

"Gy F_:i..'l..'l.:i.r_l.gs __h ) o ]
Coun P arsh: [ |

* Siaba: i.‘l:r: Montana ]
Pravinog: | ]

* Courtry: [USA: UNITED STATES ]

*Zip | Postal Ceder [59103-1178

. Organizaticnal Unit

Departmernt Namea: Division Mame:

Flanning & Community Services | I:n.mun.i.ty Development Division J

I.Name and contact information of person to be contacted on maters involving this applicaton:

Prafi. I — l * First Name: |3r.md_,

Mickdlie Mame: [ |

]

* Last Nama: ha chett ]

Suffx - l—].= [
e [ _ o o T

Omarnizatona Al

* Taaphone Murmbar [195_557_5255 Fiax Musnber: I ]

* Emnait lbc cketth8hill ingamt . gow ]
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* g, Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

le: City or Towonship Govermmant

Type of Applicant 2: Select Apglicant Type

T

L

Tyoe of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type

* Qe {specily]:

| |

= 10. Hame of Federal Agency:

||;|_q pDepactment of Housing and Urkban Devalophent J

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

14,214

CFO Titer

Community Development Block Grants / Entitlement Granta

* 1% Funding Opporiunity Mumber:
|i.'.-:.u'ml:|:1.:i. ty Development Block Grant
* Tille:

community Development Block Grant

13. Competition Idantification Number:

I |

Tiithe:

14, Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc):

L | [ AsdAsachment | [0

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

City of Billings, Montama,

aativities for approved use through the CDBG program, a3 andicated in the Annual Action Plan,

Attach supparling documents &s spacified in agency instruciians

[ Pad Atechwments | [T e | [ o |
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16, Congressional Districts OF:

*a apalicant * b, ProgramPrejeet [pr-o0l |

Astach an addiionsl st of ProgramdProjest Congressicnal Districts if reeded,

C |_Add atachment | [ et | [ e |

17. Proposed Project:
*a StartDate [07/01/2027 | ‘b End Datec [06/30/2024

18, Estimated Funding {5):

* a Federal 423, 918.00]
* b, Agpiicant .00
“¢ Slale | 0.0
"4 Lacal [ 001
* g (Aher | - 0.0

*f, Program Income [ 50, 400, 00
* g TOTAL | 513,213.;;{

* 18, 1s Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Crder 12372 Process?

[] a This application was made available to the Slate under the Exacutive Order 12372 Process for review on [ ]
[] b Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been sekested by 1he State for review,

[ e Program is not covered by E.O. 12372,

* 3. Is the Applicant Delinguent On Any Fedaeral Debt? (F "Yes,” provide explanation in attachment)

L |¥es ] Mo
If"¥es", provide explanation and attach

e | [Eeme] [

21, *By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications™ and (2} thal the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowladge. | also provide the required assurances”™ and agrae to
comply with any resulting teems if | accopt an award, | am aware that any fakse, fictitious, or fraudulent statermnments or claims may
subject me ta criminal, civil, or administrative penaliies, {U.8. Code, Title 18, Section 1001)

(<] « 1 acREE

* The list of cerfifications and assurancas, or an nbernel s%e where you may obbain this Bl I8 contained in the anrauncement of sgency
spicific IMEnucions,

Authorized Representative:

Prerfin: *FirsiMame. |Chrls
| | | l

Micdle Name: 1. |

* Laat Marma: }_zm',_ul_ﬂci - |

Sl | |
* Tille: [cj_ty Administrakor B _|
* Telaphone Number. | A0E-85T-8430 T | Fam Mumber | _]

"Emall [kuknlskicabillingsat. gov |

* Signature of Autharized Representative Y . A . * Oate Signad I ﬂa 3--‘
I

S-F-23
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Appendix B: HOME Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)

OMB Mumbsar: 4040-0004
Expiration Data: 11/30/2025

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1, Typa of Submission; * 2 Type of Application: = |f Rewigian, salecl appropriate letena)
[ Preappication 52 Mewr |

15 Applicatian || Continuation * Gther {Spacify):

[[] thangediCorrected Application [[] Reision |_

* 3. Dabe Recaivad

4. Applizant Identifier:

[ |

]

5a. Fedaral Entity Identifiar

5t Federal Award kankdiar

[

h-; I=p0-30-02117

State Use Only:

5. Date Recsivad by Statel |

7. State Application Igenier: |_

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

* . Lagal Name: I':i‘-l'-’ of Billings

* b, EmployonTaspayer kentfication Mumier (EINTINE * ¢ UEL

1515(-'312';':

[wv:: L245LEDS ]

d, Address:

* Streat1: 20 Box 1178

Strealz l_

" Cay: [pillings

County®anish. 1

* Slabe: l4T : HMontana
Province:
* Gaurrny: ||_|5a.: UNITED STATES

= Zip § Postal Gode: |5‘-’.Il|'23-1'_'|‘ﬂ

&, Organizational Linit;

Depanment Mames.

Divizaai Mama:

Planning & Community Secvices

J Eu:.rl.rnl:u:.'i.l::,.I bewelopment Division

f. Mame and contact infarmation of person lo be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix. — ]

* First MName: [amr_dg

Midcla Neme: ]

* Last Nama: |M.¢gnrr

Suffic |

_—

Tille: |_

Organizatanal AMiston

l

L

* Telephone Number [305-657-3266

] Fax Nuriber

* Email: |b,g:k|;l'_l_b-ﬂ'l:|1 1Lingsmt . gav

Annual Action Plan

BILLINGS
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)




Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9, Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

||3. City or Township Government

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

L

Type of Applicant 3 Salest Apgleant Typa:

I

* Dher [speciy):

| _ |

* 0. Name of Federal Agency:

|LIS bepartment of Housing and Urban Dewvelopment

11, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Numbaer:

|t4.239

CFDA, Trla:

HOME Investment Partpetships Frogram - Entitlement

* 12, Funding Opportunity Number:

|,‘|\:i‘-ﬂ‘-. Investmeant Partnarah ips Fr ogram

* Tille.

HOME Investment Fartnerships FrogIias

|

13. Competition Mentification Mumber:

Tite:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

* 15, Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project

City of Billings, Montana.

mctivities for appeoved uge throuwgh the HOME program, as indicated in the Annual Actiono Plam-

Atlach supporting documents as spedified in agency instructions,

] Add Aftachmenta I Deiete Attachmants ] | e Alechemenin
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

s > pogmeres

Attash an additienal et of Programd®mject Conpressanal Distices if needed,
Add Attachment | Delele P.1La|:hmen:—| | Wiew Anachment I

17. Proposed Project:

*a StartDate: [07/00/ 7023 *ib End Date: [06/20/2024

18. Estimated Funding [$):

* & Federal |_ 3-13,;m5.-:|:’f
* b Applicant | -:u.:u]
* . State [ 0, 0
*d, Lacal [ a0
* . Criher | 0.600
*[. Program Income 4uu,uu:|.|:u:j
* . TOTAL 778, 085,00

* 18, 1z Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

|:| a, This application was made available to the State under the Exacutive Order 12372 Procass for review on I:
|:| b. Program is subject to E.0, 12572 but has not been selected by the State for ravew.

E . Program is nat covered by E.0, 12372,

* 70, Is the Applicant Delinguent On Any Federal Debt? (i "Yes,” provide explanation in attachmant.)
[]ves (<] Mo
If "ves", provide explanation and atlach

[ 1 #ddMammEETr imiete Attachment | [ view ar *—'|

4. *By signing this applicaticn, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the fist of certifications™ and {2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award, | am aware that any false, fictitious, of fraudulent statements or claims may

subject me to criminal, chvil, or administrative penalties, (U.S. Code, Title 18, Section 1001}

B4 “ 1 AGREE

= The fst of cerificalions and assurances, of an intemel sie where you may obsain ths Fsf, is conlained in the announcement or agency
specilic insbnactions.

Authorized Representative:

Presfin. [ *FirstName: [Chris |
Midelie Name: [;,. _]

* Last Mame: lk._-,},ulski |

Sutfic | J

= Tk [{;j_ ty hdministrater ]

* Telephare Number, [406-657-0430 ] Fax Musnber |

* Email: [ﬁk._'.lgar_-_«;am Llingsmt.gow

* Signature of Authanzed Representative. Y 4 m * Diate Sgred: &a;-
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Appendix C: Local Government Certifications

Specific Community Development Block Grant Certifications

The Entitlement Community certifies that:

Citizen Participation -- Tt is in full compliance and following a detailed citizen participation plan that
satisfies the requirernents of 24 CFR 91,1035,

Community Development Plan - Iis consolidated plan identifies community development and housing
needs and specifies both short-term and long-term community development objectives that that have been
developed in accordance with the primary objective of the CDBG program (i.e., the development of viable
urban communities, by providing decent housing and expanding economic opportunities, primarily for
persons of low and moderate income) and requirements of 24 CFR Parts 91 and 570.

Following a Plan — It is following a current consolidated plan that has been approved by HUD.

Use of Funds — It has complied with the following criteria:

1. Maximum Feasible Priority. With respect to activities expected to be assisted with CDBG
funds, it has developed its Action Plan so as to give maximum feasible priority to activities
which benefit low- and moderate-income families or aid in the prevention or elimination of
slums or blight. The Action Plan may also include CDBG-assisted activities which the grantee
certifies are designed to meet other community development needs having particular urgency
because existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the
community, and other financial resources are not available (see Optional CDBG Certification).

2. Overall Benefit. The aggregate use of CDBG funds, including Section 108 guaranteed loans,
during program vear(s) _ — .22 [a period specified by the grantee of gne,
two, or three specific consecutive program years), shall principally benefit persons of Jow and
moderate income in a manner that ensures that at least 70 percent of the amount is expended for
activities that benelit such persons during the designated period.

3, Special Assessments, It will not attempt to recover any capital costs of public improvements
assisted with CDBG funds, including Section 108 loan guaranteed funds, by assessing any
amount against properties owned and occupied by persons of low and moderate income,
including any fee charged or assessment made as a condition of obtaining access to such
public improvements.

However, if CDBG funds are used to pay the proportion of a fee or assessment that relates to the
capital costs of public improvements (assisted in part with CDBG funds) financed from other
revenue sources, an assessment or charge may be made against the property with respect to the
public improvements financed by a source other than CDBG funds.

In addition, in the case of properties owned and occupied by moderate-income (not low-income)
families, an assessment or charge may be made against the property for public improvements
financed by a source other than CDBG funds if the jurisdiction certifies that it lacks CDBG Funds
to cover the assessment.

Excessive Force -- It has adopted and is enforcing;

1. A policy prohibiting the use of excessive force by law enforcement agencies within its
jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations; and

2. A policy of enforcing applicable State and local laws against physically barring entrance Lo or
exit from a facility or location which is the subject of such non-vielent civil rights
demonstrations within its jurisdiction,

Annual Action Plan BILLINGS

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)



CERTIFICATIONS

In accordance with the applicable statutes and the regulations governing the consolidated plan regulations,
the jurisdiction certifies that:

Affirmatively Further Fair Housing - The jurisdiction will affirmatively further fair housing.

Uniform Relocation Act and Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan - It will comply with the
acquisition and relocation requirements of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, (42 U.S.C. 4601-4635) and implementing regulations at
49 CFR Part 24. 1t has in effect and is following a residential anti-displacement and relocation assistance
plan required under 24 CFR Part 42 in connection with any activity assisted with funding under the
Community Development Block Grant or HOME programs.

Anti-Lobbying --To the best of the jurisdiction’s knowledge and belief:

1. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of it, to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, 2 Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, of an employee of 2 Member of Congress in connection with the
awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement;

2. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this
Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, it will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL,
"Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions; and

3. It will require that the language of paragraph | and 2 of this anti-lobbying certification be included in
the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and confracts under
grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall cenify and disclose
accordingly.

Authority of Jurisdiction - The consolidated plan is authorized under State and local law (as applicable)
and the jurisdiction possesses the legal authority to carry out the programs for which it is seeking
funding, in accordance with applicable HUD regulations.

Consistency with plan —The housing activities to be undertaken with Community Development Block
Grant, HOME, Emergency Solutions Grant, and Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS funds are
consistent with the strategic plan in the jurisdiction’s consolidated plan.

Section 3 - It will comply with section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12
11.5.C. 1701u) and implementing regulations at 24 CFR Part 75.

CONA XD 5523

Signature of Authorized Official Date
Lty AAniinisteatre
Title =
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Compliance with Anti-discrimination laws — The grant will be conducted and administered in
conformity with title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.5.C. 2000d) and the Fair Housing Act (42
U.5.C. 3601-3619) and implementing regulations.

Lead-Based Paint - Its activities concerning lead-based paint will comply with the requirements of 24
CFR Part 35, Subparts A, B, |, K and B

Compliance with Laws - It will comply with applicable laws.

Signature of Authorized Official Date

( ity Adwiiniateater

Title

Specific HOME Certifications

The HOME participating jurisdiction certifies that:

Tenant Based Rental Assistance — If it plans to provide tenant-based rental assistance, the tenant-based
rental assistance is an essential element of its consolidated plan.

Eligible Activities and Costs — It is using and will use HOME funds for cligible activities and costs, as
described in 24 CFR $§92.205 through 92,204 and that it is not using and will not use HOME funds for
prohibited activities, as described in EQ2 214,

Subsidy layering -- Before committing any funds to a project, it will evaluate the project in accordance

with the guidelines that it adopts for this purpose and will not invest any more HOME funds in
combination with other Federal assistance than is necessary to provide affordable housing;

COnADAN 5323

Signature of Authorized Otlicial

ﬁ&% ﬂd miiristreder
Title

APPENDIX TO CERTIFICATIONS
INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING LOBBYING CERTIFICATION:

Lobbying Certification

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction
was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this
transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.8, Code. Any person wheo fails to file the required
certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for
each such failure.
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Annual Action Plan

Appendix D: CDBG Construction Assurances (SF-424D)

ASSURANCES - CONSTRUCTICN PROGRAMS

FalY, [ C)

QKB Mumbar £040-D009
Expiration Dale: 02/28/2025

ingtructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and mai

raducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget,

AND BUDGET. SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS P

Public reparting burden for this eallection of information is estimated to average 15 minutas per response, including time far reviewing

infarmatian. Send commenis regarding the burden estimate or any other aspact of this cellection of information, ineluding suggestions far

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YQUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT

ntaining the data needad, and completing and reviewing the collection of

Paperwork Reduction Project (0345-0042), Washingten, DC 20503,

ROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Cerain of these assurances may not be applicable to

your project ar program, If you have guestions, please contact the

Awarding Agency. Further, certain Federal assistance awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional

assurances. If such i3 the case, you will ba notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant:, | certify that the applicant:

1. Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance,
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability
(including funds sufficient lo pay the non-Federal share
of project costs) (o ensure proper planning,
management and campletion of project described in
this applicaticn.

2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptrolier General
of the United Stales and, if appropriate, the State,
the right 1o examine all records, bocks, papers, or
documents related fo the assislance; and will establish
a proper accounting system In accordance with
generally accepted acsounting standards or agency
directives.

3. Will not dispose of, modify the uge of, or change the
tarms of the real property title er other intzrast in the
site and facilities without permission and instructions
fram the awarding agency, Wil record the Federal
awarding agency directives and will include a covenant
in tha title of real property acquired in whaole or in part
with Federal assistance funds fo assure non-
disarimination during the useful life of the project

4. Wil comply with the requirements of the assistance
awarding agency with regard bo the grafting, review and
approval of construction plans and specifications.

5 Will provide and maintain competent and adequate
engineering supervision at the construction site to
ensure that the complete work conforms with the
approved plans and specifications and will furnish
prograssive reports and such other information as may be
required by the assistance awarding agency or State.

B Will initiate and complete the wark within the applicable
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding agency,

7. Wil establish safeguards to prohibit employeas from
vging their positions for a purpose that constiutes or
presants the appearance of parsonal or organizational
conflict of imerest, or personal gain.

Previous Edition Lisatle

Authorized for Local Reproduction

& Wil comply with the Intergovernmental Persennel Act
of 1970 (42 U.5.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed
standards of merit systems for programs funded
under one of tha 19 statutes or regulations specilied in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for 2 Merit System of
Personnal Adminstration (5 C.F.R, 200, Subpart F).

o Will comply with the Lead-Based Painl Palsoning
Prevention Act (42 U.5.C. §54801 el seq.) which
prohibits the use of lead-baszad paint in consiruction ar
rehabilitation of residence struciures

10, Wil comply with all Federal statutes relating fo non-
discrimination. These include bul are net limited to: (a)
Titke W1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
olor or natioral ongin; (b) Title 1X of the Education
Amendments of 1572, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§1681
1683, and 1685-1688), which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex; (o) Section S04 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (28) U.S.C.
§794), which prohibits diserimination on the basis of
nardicaps; (d) the Age Digcrimination Act of 1975, a3
amended (42 U_S.C. §§6101-8107), which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of age; (g) the Drug Abuse
Office and Treatment Act of 1872 [P.L, 92-255), as
amended relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of
drug abuse; {f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
At of 1970 (P.L. 81-616), as amendad, relaling to
nandiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
alcoholism; (g) §5523 and 527 of the Public Healtn
Service Actof 1912 (42 U.S.C. §5280 dd-3 and 290 e
3}, as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohal
and drug #buse patient records; (h) Title VIl of the
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.5.C. §53601 et seq ), as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing: (i) any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the spacific statue(s)
undar which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and (j} the requirements of any other
nondiscrimingtion statuwals) which may apply to the
application,

Standard Form 4240 (Rew. 7-87)
Prescribed by OME Circular A-102
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12

13

15.

Will comply, or has already complied, with the
requirements of Titles 1 and 11l of the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acguisition Policies Act of
1870 (P.L, 91-846) which pravide for fair and equitable
treatment of persons displaced or whose properly is
acquired as a result of Federal and federally-asssted
programs. These requirements apply to all interests in real
property acquired for project purposes regardiess of
Federal participation in purchases.

Will comply with the provisions of the Hatch Act (5 U.S.C,
E81601-1508 and 7324-7328) which lmit the political
activities of employees whosa principal employmant
activities are funded in whole or in part with Federal funds.

Vil comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.5.C. §5276a to 276a-T), the Copetand Act
(40 U.5.C. §276c and 18 U.5.C. §874), and the Coniract
Wiark Hours and Safety Standards Act (20 UL.5.C, §5327-
333) regarding labor standards for federally-assistad
gonsiruction subagreements.

Wil comply with floed insurance purchase requirements of
Section 102{a) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973
(P.L. 93-234) which requiras recipients in a spacial fleod
hazard area lo participate in the program and to purchase
flood insurance if the total cost of insurable construction
and acquisition is $10,000 or more,

Will comiply with environmental standards which may be
prescribed pursuant o the following: (a) institution of
environmental guality eontral measures under the Mational
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-

190) and Exacutive Order (EC) 11514; (b) notification
of violating facilities pursuant to EQ 11738; {c)
pratection of wellands pursuant to EQ 11580; (d)
evaluation af lood hazards in floodplaing in accordance
with EQ 11588; (2} gssurance of praject consistency
with the approved State managemant program
developad under the Coastal Zone Management Act of
1972 (16 U.5.C. §51451 at seq.); (f) conformity of

Fedaral actions to State (Clean Air) implementation
Plans under Section 17&(c) of the Clean Air Act of
1955, as emanded (42 U.5.C. §57401 et 52q.); (9)
protection of underground sources of drnking waler
under tha Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as
amendad (P.L 93-523); and, (h) protection of
endangered species under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended {P.L. 33-203).

Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1568 (16 U.5.C. §61271 et seq.) related o protecting
components or potential components of the national
wild and scenic rivars sysiem.

6.

17, Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Seclion 108 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, 2s amanded (16 U.S.C. §470), EQ 115583
{identification and protaction of higtoric properties), and
the Aschaeological and Historic Preservation Act of

1674 (16 U.5.C. §5469a-1 et seq)

Will caus: to be parformed the required financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendmants of 1986 and OMB Circular Mo, A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Organizalions.”

18, Will eamply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies

goverming this prograrm.

20, Wil comply with the requirements of Section 106{g) of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TWPA) of 2000, as
amended (22 U.5.C. 7104) which prohibits grant awarnd
recipients or a sub-reciplent from (1) Engaging in severe
forms of trafficking in persons during the perod of time
that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial

sax act during the period of time that the award is in
affact or (3) Using forced labor in the performance of tha
award or subawards under the awarnd

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL

TITLE

COup 452008

IE::y Adninistrator

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

DATE SUEMITTED
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T P |
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Appendix E: HOME Construction Assurances (SF-424D)

H aME

ASSURAMCES - CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS OB Humber: $040-0009

Expirafion Dabe: 02/28/2025

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per respense, including time for reviewing
instruciions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
infarmetion. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any ather aspect of this collection of information. including suggestions far

reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Raduclion Project (0348-0042), Washingten, DC 20503,

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT

AND BUDGET. SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:

Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the

Awarding Agency. Further, certain Federal assistance awarding agencess may require applicants to cartify to additional

assurances. If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant:, | certify that the applicant:

Has the legal authority 10 apply for Federal assistance, 8.
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability

(including funds sufficient fo pay the non-Federal share

of praject cosis) to ensure proper planning,

management and complation of project described in

this application.

Will comgply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act
of 1970 (42 .5 .C, 554728-4T63) relating o prescribed
standards of merit systemns for programs funded

under one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of
Persgnnel Adminigtration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F}

2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General g Wil comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
of the United States and, if appropriale, the State, Pravention Act (42 U.5.C. §34801 et seq.) which
the right fo examine all records., books, papers, or prehibits the use of lead-based paint in consiruction or
documents related to the assistance; and will establish rehabilitation of residence structures
a proper accounting system in accordance with . )
genarally accepted accounting standards or agency 10. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to non-
rA—. discrimination, These include but are not limited to: {a)

Title V| of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. B8-332)

3. Wil nat dispose of, modify the use of, or change the which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
ferms of the real praperty fitle or ather intarest in the color or national origin; (b) Title X of the Education
site and facilites without permission and instructions Amendments of 1972, a3 amended (20 U.5.C. §§1681
fram the awarding agency. Will record the Federal 1603, and 1685-1686), which prohibits diserimination
awarding agency directives and will include a covenant on the basis of 32x; (o) Section 504 of the
in the title of real property acquired in whole or in part Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (28) U.5.C.
with Federal assistance funds to assure non- §754), which prohibits diserimination on the basis of
discrimination during the useful life of the praject handicaps; (d} the Age Discrimination Act of 1275, as

4, Wil comply with the requirements of the assistance a!m'.‘d'.!d [‘.1“2 U.S.C. §§IE_1I:II-E1U.T‘,|, e peciTs
awarding agency with regard fo the drafting, review and g::ﬂm;xt::;:r‘::;tf;ﬂuﬂgﬂgg Itl[ﬂ'E:ILtr;'? DE?S% -"":;UHE
approval of construction plans and specifications. amanded ralating o nondiecrmination cn the basis of

. Wil provide and maintain competent and adequate drug abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abusea and
engineering supervisian at the construction site to Aleoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
ensure that the complete work confarms with the Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), #s amended, relating 1o
approved plans and specifications and will furnish nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohal abuse or
pregressive reports and such other information as may be alcoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Fublic Health
requirad by the assistance awarding agency or State. Servica Act of 1912 (42 U.5.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290 ee

o o _ 3}, as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol

6. Wil initiate and complete the work within the applicable and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIl of the
time frame after recaipl of approval of the awarding agency. Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq ), as

7. Will establish safeguards to prohibit emplayses from amended, relating to nandiscrimination in the sale,

Praviouws Edfion Usable

Annual Action Plan
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nondiscrimination provisions in the specfic statue(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and () the requirements of any ather
nandiscrimination statueis) which may apply o the
application
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12,

13

14,

15

Will comply, or hag already complied, with the
requiramants of Tiles Il and U of the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970 (PL. 91-845) which provide for fair and eguitable
tregtment of persons displaced or whose property is
acquired as a result of Federal and federally-assisted
programs. Thesa requirements apply to all interests in real
property acquired for project purposes regardless of
Federal participation in purchases.

Will comply with the provisions of the Hatch Act (5 U.5.C.
£51501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limil the political
activities of employees whose principal employment
activities are funded in whole or in pan with Federal funds.

Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Dawvis-
Bacon Act (40 U.5.C. §5276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
(40 U.S.C. §276c and 18 U.5.C. §874). and the Contract
Wark Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C, §§327-
333) regarding labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagreements.

Will eemply with flocd insurance purchase reguirements of
Section 102(a) of tha Fiood Disaster Profection Act of 1573
{P.L. 93-234) which reguires recipients in a spacial flood
hazard area to participate in the program and to purchase
flogd insurance if the tolal cost of insurable consiruction
and acquisition 1s $10,000 or mara.

Will comply with environmental standards which may be
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a} institution of
anvironmental quality control measunes under the Mational
Enviranmental Policy Act of 1968 (P L. 1-

190} and Executive Ordar {EQ) 11514; (b) notification
of viglating facilities pursuant 1o EQ 11728; (c}
protection of wellands pursuant to EO 11990 ()
evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in accordance
with EQ 11588, (&) assurance of project consistency
with the approved State managemant program
developed under the Coastal Zone Managemant Act of
1872 {16 U S.C. §§1451 at seq.). (f) conformity of

18

20.

Federal actions to State (Clean Air) implementation
Plans under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of
1955, as amended (42 U.S.C, §87401 eteaqg.), {g)
protection of underground sowrces of drinking water
under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as
amanded (P.L. 93-523); and, (h) protection of
endangered spacies under the Endangered Species
Aet of 1973, as amanded (P L. 93-205)

Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1968 (16 U.5.C. §51271 el seq ) related to protecting
companenis o potential components of the national
wild and scenic fivers system

Will assist the awarding agancy in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
At of 1966, as amended (16 U,5.C. §470), EO 11533
(identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
16874 (16 U.5.C. §5469a-1 et seq).

Wiill cause to ba performed the reguired financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendrments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Mon-Frofit
Organizations.”

Wil comply with all applicable requirements of all ather
Federal l=ws, axacutive orders, regulations, and policies
governing this program.

Will comply with the requirenvents of Section 108{g) of
the Trafficking Victims Pratection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
amended (22 U.5.C. 7104} which prohibits grant award
recipients or a sub-recipient from (1) Engaging in severe
farms of trafficking in persons during the period of time
that the award is in effect (2} Procuring a commercial
sex act during the period of time that the award is in
efiect or (3) Using forcad labor in the performance of the
award or subawards under the award,

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED ?EFI:TI FYING OFFICIAL

TITLE

C O A

1Ci:],r Administrabor |
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Appendix F: CDBG Non-Construction Assurances (SF-424B)

(DB&

COMEB Mumber: 4040-0007
Expiration Date: DZZBIE0ES

ASSURAMNCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reparting ourden for this collection of nformation is estmated 1o average 15 minuies per response, including time for feviewing
instructions, searching exisfing data scurces, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
infarmation, Serd comments regarding the burden esiimate or any other agpact of this collaction of infermation, including suggastions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwvork Reduction Project {0343-0040), Washingtan, DL 20503

PLEASE OO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

HWOTE:

A5 the duly autherizes represantative of the applicant, | cartify that the applicant:

1.

Certain of tese assurances may nol be sppliceb'a to your praject of progrem. If you have questions, please contast the
awarding agency. Furiher, cergin Federal awarnding sgencies may requine applicants 1o cartify to additional assurances.

If such is the case, you will be notified,

Has the legal authority ta apoly for Federal sseistance
and the institutlonal, managerial and financial cagatbslity
{including funds sufficient 1o pay the non-Federal share
of project coat) ko ensura proper pianning, maragemeant
and campletion of the: preject descried in this
agplication.

Will give the gwarding agency, the Comptroller General
of the United Slates and, if appropriate, the State,
through any authonzed representative, accass to and
the right fo examing all records, books, papers, ar
docurments related to the awand; and will establish &
propar accounting sysbem in eccordance with generaliy
accapted aceowling standards of agency directives.

Will establish sateguards to prohibit employees fram
using their pesdions for a purpose thal constibules o
presents the appearance of personal or erganizatonal
canfiict of interesl, or personal gain.

Will initiate and complete the work within the aoglicable
tima frame after recaipt of approval of the awarding
agency.

Wil comply with the Imtergovernmental Personnel Act of
1870 (42 U.5.C. §E4T28-4763) relating to prescibed
gtandands for ment systams for programs funded undor
one of the 18 statutes or regulations spacified in
Appandix A of OPM's Standands for a Merlt Syatem of
Personne| Administration (5 G.F R, 800, Subpart F)

Wil comply with all Federal eiatubas relating to
nandigsrimination. These include but are not limited Lo
{a) Title W1 of tha Civi Rights Act of 1964 [P.L 83-352)
which profsits digcrimination en the tasis of moe, color
or national orgn; (B) Titke [X of the Education
Amendmants af 1972, a5 amended (20 U.5.C.§51681-
1653, and 1635-1688), which prohiois discrirminalion on
the besis of sex; (<) Section 504 of the Rehabiitation

Proyious Editcs Usabis
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Aeted 1973, as amended (28 U5 C. §T8d), which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Diserimination Act of 1875, ag amended (42 L
5.C §§6101-8107), which prohibits dizcrimination on
the basis of age; (g) the Drug Abuse Ofice and
Treatrmert Act of 1872 (P.L. 92-255), 38 smended,
relating bo nendiscrimination on the basis of drug
abwse; [ the Comprehensive Alochal Abuse and
Aleoholism Pravention, Treatrment and Rehaklitation
Agt o 1970 (P L. 99-816), as amandes, relating to
nandiscrimination on the basis of eleobot abuse o
alcohalism: (9] §5523 and 527 of the Public Health
Senvce Actof 1912 (42 U 5.C. §5290 dd-3 and 230
ee- 3), as amendad, relating to confideniiality of alcohol
and @nug abusa patient records: (h) Tile vill of the Civil
Rights Aot of 1968 (42 U.5.C. §53601 el seq.}, as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in 1he sals,
rental or financng of heusing: (i) any other
nondiscrirmination provisions in the specific statule(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
mada; and, [j) the requirements of any ciher
mondiserinination statutels) which may apphy io the
application,

0l comply, or has already complied, with the
reguirements of Trles Il and I of the Uniform
Relocstion Assistance and Real Proparty Acquisition
Paligies ot of 1970 (P.L. 91-848) which prowde for
fair and equitakle treatment of persons disgplaced or
whase property i acouired a3 a result of Federal or
federally-assisted programs, These requirements
apply to all infenests in real property acquired for
project purposes regardiess of Federal participation i
purchasas.

. Wil comiply, a5 appicable, with provisions of the

Haich Act (5 ULE.C. 5515011508 and T324-T328)
wihiich limit the politizal activiies of employess whose
principal emplayrent scivities are funded in whole
o in part with Federal funds
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g, Wil comply, as applicabla, with the provisions of the Davis- 13, W assist the swarding agency in assuning complianca

Bacon Act (40 U.5.C. 552782 1o 278a-T), tha Copeland Act with Section 108 of the Nabsnal Historic Prasarsation
(40 U.S.C. §278¢c and 18 U.5.C. §874). and the Contract Aot of 1968, az amended (18 U.5.C. §470), EC 11583
Wark Haure and Safely Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §8§327- lidentfication and profectian af histonc propedties]. and
333), regarding labar standards for fedarally-assisied the Arcrasclogical and Historic Praservation Act of
construciion subagresments 1974 {16 U.5.C. BE48%a-1 el 5eq.)

10. Wl comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase 14, WWill comply wih P.L. 83-348 regarding the protecilon of
requirements of Section 102{a} of the Flood Disaster wanen subjects involied in maserch, development, and
Pratection Act of 1973 (P.L. 82-234) which requires related activities supparied by this award of assistance.

raipients in & special lood hazard ares 1o participae in the
pregram and 1o purchase flood insurance if e fatal cost of
insurable constrection and acguisition is $10,000 or morne.

15, Wil comply with the Laboratary Animal Welfare Act o
16866 (P L 85-544, as amended, T ULS.C. §52131 at
seq.) pertaring to the care, handing, and treatment of

11, Wil comply with enviranmental standards which may be warm bloodad animals heid for research, teaching, o
presoribed pursuant 1o the following; (2) institution of other activities supported by this award of assistance.
1al i niral Mmeaguras r thi Mational )
B il E,L"ﬁi',':t: At of 1088 (P.L _ﬂ_’?’;m and 16, Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Peisoning
Exescubive Qrdar (E0) 11574, (b} satification of vielating Preventian Act [42 U.5.L. W‘_EI ,EEH’-:' which
tacilities pursuant to EQ 11738, (c) protection of wetiands profibits the use of lead-based paint in conslruction or

purswant o ED <1000; (d} evaluation of lood hezards in rehakiltation of residence struclures.

flageiplaing in Becordance with EQ 11888, (e) assurance of 17. Wil cause to be parforrmed the regquired financial and
project consistency with the approved State manegement compliance audits in acsordance with the Single Audt
prograff developed under the Cosstal Zone Maragement Bt Amandments of 19048 and OME Circular Mo, A-133,

At of 187E (16 LL.5.C. §51461 et gaq.); (f} confommity of ~Audits of States, Local Gavernmeants, and Nen-Profi
Fadaral actiens ta State (Clean Air) Implemantation Plans Organizations.”

under Section 178(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1955, a5

amendad [42 U.5.C. §57401 et sen.}; (g) protection of 14, Wil comply with all applicable requirements of all other

undarground sounces of drinking weter under fhe Safe Fedaral laws, execulive orders, regulstions, and policies

Drinking Watar Act of 1974, &3 amended (P.L. 83-523), governing this program

and, (h) pretection of endangened species undar the

Endangered Species Act of 1873, &s amended (P.L. 83 12, Wil camply with the raquirements of Section 108(g) of

205 the Trafficking Wictims Protecton Act [TWPA} of 2000, as

amended (22 U.5.C. 7104) which pronibits grant sward

12, WAl campdy with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Actof recipients or a sub-recipient from (1) Engaging in severs

1966 (16 5.0 §51271 of seq | related to protecting forms of fraflicking In persons duing the period of time

componens or potential companents of the naticnal that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial

wid Bnd scenic rivars system, sex act dufing the perod of time that the award |s in

effect or (3) Using forced labor in the parformance of the
award ar subawards under the sward,
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Appendix G: HOME Non-Construction Assurances (SF-424B)

Home

DME Murnbar. 4040-0007
Expiraticn Date: (2282028

ASSURAMNCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of isfarmation is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including fime for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data scurces, gathering and mairtaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing tha collection of
infarmation. Send comments regarding the burden estimata or any other aspect of this collection of infarmatien, including suggastions for
reducing this burden, to the Ofice of Manegement and Budgel, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY,

NOTE:

A the duly autharized representative of the applicant, | cartdy that the applicant

1

Certain of these asaurancas may not be applicable 1o your project of prograrm, I you have questions, please contact the
awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants io certify to additional assurances.

If swch is the case, you will be notified.

Has thio legal aulsodty 1o apply for Federal assistanos
and {he instiutional, managerial and financal capability
{including funds suficient lo pay the non-Federal share
of project cost] io ensure propar planning, management
and completion of the project described in this
apphication

Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General
of the United States snd, if sppropriate, the State,
through eny authorizad représentative, Bocosss to and
the right o cxarmine il reconds, books, papers, or
documenis related to the award, and wil establish a
proper accounting Sysiem in accordance with genarally
accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

Will establish saleguands to proehibit employees from
using their positions for & purpose that constitutes or
presants the appearance of parsonal or organizational
conflict of interest or personal gain,

Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable
time frame after receipt of appreval of the awarding
agency.

Wil camply with the Intergovernmental Parsonnel Act of
1970 {42 U.5.C, B54728-4763) relating to préescribed
standards far merit systems for pregrams funded under
ane of the 19 statutes ar regulations specified in
Appendix A of OPWs Standards for a Merit Sysiam of
Personnel Admirstration (5 G F.R. 900, Subpar F).

Will camply with 2ll Federal statutes relating 1o
rendiscrimination. Thess indude but are not imited fo;
{a) THle W0 af tha Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 83-352)
which prohibits discrimination on fhe basls of race, coker
or natisnal arigin (b} Tile X of the Edecation
Amendmen:s of 1872, as amended (20 U.5.C §§1681-
1683, and 1685-1838), which prehibis discriminaton on
fhe basis of sew; (o) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Pravious Edition Usakls

Annual Action Plan

Authorized for Local Reproduction

BILLINGS

At af 1973, as amended (20 US.C. G, which
prahibis discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (3)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, a8 emended (42 L
5.0, BESI01-6107), which prohibits discrimination an
the bagis of age; (&) the Drug Abuse Ofice and
Treatmant &ct of 1972 (P.L, 82-255), ag amanded,
relating to nondiscrmination an the bagis of drug
abuse; {f) tha Comprebersie Alcohol Abuse and
Mleoholsm Praventon, Trestmant and Rehabilitation
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-816), &z amendad, relating tc
nondiscrimnation on the basis of aleohol abuse or
aleoholism; {g) §§523 and 527 of the Pudlic Health
Service Act af 15912 (42 U.5.C. 55280 da-3 and 200
ee- 3), 8 amended, relating to confidentiasty of alcohal
and drug abuse patient records; {h] Titke VIN of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U S.C. 53601 & s2q), &8
smended, ralating to sondiscrimination in the sake,
rirlal of financing of housing; (i) any other
nondiscimination provisions in the spectic statutels)
under which application for Fedaral assistance & being
made; and, {|) the raquirements of any other
nondiscrmination staluteds) which may apply to the
application.

Wil zamply, or has already complied, with the
reguirgrmants of Tiles || and 1l of the Unifarm
Relocation Asaistance and Real Property Acquisiion
Policias act of 1970 {P.L. ©1-846) which provide far
far and equitable treatrment of parsans displaced or
whose proparty is acquired a3 a result of Fegeral or
fedarally-asssted programa. Thess requirerments
apply to el interests in real property acquined for
project purposes regardless of Federal participation in
purchases.

Will comply, 8 applicable, with provisions of Live
Hatch Act (8 U.S.C. §81501-150E and 7324-7228)
which limit the politice] acthites of mployess whose
principal employment activities are funded inwhole
or in part with Federal funds.
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o Wil camply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Hacon Act (40 U.S.C. §5276a o 278a-T), the Copeland Act
{40 L5 §278c and 18 U.5.C. §374), and the Contract
Vinrk Haurs. and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§32T-
333}, regarding labar standards for faderally-assisted
consiruction subbagreements.

10, Wil comgly, if applicable, with fiood insurande purchase
requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disashes
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 83-234) which requires
recipinis in 8 apecial flood hazand area Lo partcipats in tha
program and bo purchase fleed insurance if the iotal cogt o
insurable congtruction and scquisition is §10,000 ar more.

11. Wil comply with envirgrmental standards which may be
prescribed pursuart to the follewing: () institution of
emvironmentsl quality control measures widar the National
Ervironmental Palicy Act of 1968 (P_L. 81-180] and
Execufive Order (ED) 11514; (b) nolification of vialating
faciltins pursuant tx EQ 11738, (2) protection of watlands
pursuant ta EO 11980; (&) evsluation of iocd hazards in
flzedplaing in accordance with EQ 11988, (&) assurance of
project consisiency with the approved State management
program developed undar the Coastal Zone Management
At of 1972 (18 U5.C. 551451 el seq . (f) conformity of
Federal actions fo State {Clean Air) Implementation Plans
under Section 175(c) of the Clean Air Act of 19585, as
amended (42 U.5.C. 857401 et saq.); (g} protection aof
underground sources of drinking waler under the Safe
Drinking Water Acl of 1974, as amended (P.L 93-523)
and, (7} protection of endangered species undar the
Endangerad Species Act of 1973, a3 amendad (P.L 93-
205).

12, Wl comply with tha Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1866 (16 U.5.C. §§1271 et seq.) related bo protecting
components or potential components of e national
wikd and scenic rivers syslem.

12 Wil masist the swarding agency in asswing compliance
with Saction 106 of tha National Historic Presarvation
Acd of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EQ 11583
(identification and profeciion of histore properties), ard
the Arcrasslogical and Historic Presarvation Ac of
1974 {16 U.5.C. §5489a-1 &8 $84.).

14, Wil comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects invehed in research, devalopment, and
redabed activities supported by this award of assistanca.

18 Will comply with the Labaralory Animal Welfare Act of
1086 (P.L. 89-544, gz amended, T U.S.C 852131 4l
gedq.) partaining to the cane, handling, and treatment of
warm blooded animals held for ressarch, feaching, o
athier activitles supponied by this award of assislance.

16, WAl comply with the Lead-Basad Pant Paisoning
Prevantion Act (42 LL.S.C. §54801 at seq jwhich
prahibits the use of leed-based paint in censtruction or
rehiabilitation of residence structures,

17, Wil cause to be performed fhe required financial and
compliance avdils in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendmants of 1968 and OME Circular Mo, A-133,
taudits of States, Local Gevernments, and Mon-Prodit
Crganizations.®

18 Will comply with all epolicatile requirermens of all other
Federsl laws, exaculive orders, regulstions, and palicies
govarning this program,

18, Wil comply with the requirements of Section 106(g) of
the Trafficking Victima Pratection Act (TWPA) of 2000, a5
amended {22 U.S.C. 7104} which prohisits grant award
recipients of a sub-reciplent from (1) Engaging in sevens
forma of trafficking in persons during the period of tme
that the award i in efect {2) Prosuring & commarcial
sex #c: during the perod of time that the asard is in
eftect or (3) Using forced labor in the parformance of the
award gr submvards under the sward.
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Appendix H: Citizen Participation Plan

Citizen participation is the foundation of housing and community development programs. The Citizen
Participation Plan for the City of Billings is designed to ensure citizen involvement in the planning and
reporting on the City’s programs covered under the HUD Consolidated Plan requirements. The purpose
of the Citizen Participation Plan is to ensure that citizens, nonprofit organizations, and other interested
parties are afforded adequate opportunity to review and comment on plans, programs, activities and
reports regarding the City’s federally funded housing and community development programs. Citizen
participation pertains to the following documents herein referred to as “plans and reports”:

Consolidated Plan

Annual Action Plans

Citizen Participation Plan

Limited English Proficiency Plan

Comprehensive Annual Performance and Evaluation Reports

Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

Citizen Participation Plan Objectives

The primary objectives of the City’s participation plan are to:

Encourage citizen participation in the development of the City’s plans and reports with emphasis
on participation from individuals and households identified as:

o Low / moderate income

Families with children

o Residents of blighted areas

o Minorities and all protected class members
o Those with limited English proficiency

o Elderly

o Disabled

o Those with HIV / AIDS diagnoses

o Homeless

o

o

Those residing in areas where funding will be utilized

Provide citizens with reasonable and timely access to meetings, information and records relating
to the City’s plan for utilizing funding in addition to allowing reasonable opportunity to comment
on the above-noted plans and reports. All records regarding these activities are maintained
according to the City Record Retention Schedule and as required by federal regulations.

Consult with the local Public Housing Authority (HomeFront, formerly known as the Housing
Authority of Billings) on the development and implementation of the above noted plans and
reports, which includes input from residents of public and assisted housing.

The City’s Planning and Community Services Department will also continue to support the
activities for the Adjacent Neighborhood Committee, which is comprised of Task Force Officers
who meet bi-monthly to collaborate and exchange information regarding the lower-income
neighborhood task force areas. The Community Development Division staff attends meetings of
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lower-income task force neighborhoods when requested for specific presentations. The lower-
income neighborhoods are comprised of higher concentrations of ethnic and racial minority
populations.

e Facilitate public hearings to obtain citizen views and to respond to proposals and questions at all
stages in developing and implementing activities as outlined in the City’s plans and reports. All
hearings and meetings shall be provided in areas where accommodations for the disabled can be
provided.

e Consult with public and private agencies and organizations during the development of the City’s
plans and reports:
o Assisted housing
Health and social services
Regional and local government agencies
Public Housing Authority
Fair Housing education and enforcement agencies
Continuum of Care organizations
Businesses
Housing developers
Nonprofit organizations
Philanthropic agencies

o O 0O 0O O 0 O O O O

Faith-based communities

HUD Data

The City of Billings will share any HUD-provided data and other supplemental information relative to the
City’s plans and reports. HUD-provided data is also currently provided on the City’s website at
www.BillingsMT.gov/HUDdata.

Public Decision-Making Processes

The Community Development Board is a citizen’s advisory board consisting of nine members who are
appointed by the Mayor of Billings with the consent of the City Council. Six members are appointed from,
and represent, lower-income neighborhoods of the City as defined by federal regulations for the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and three members represent the community at
large. Staff is available to provide technical assistance to the Board in all aspects of planning and reporting
processes.

This board serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council for the purpose of providing citizen input on
policy decisions to the City Council. The primary responsibilities of the board are to review existing and
proposed City policies and to review the Community Development Division’s activities to ensure policies
are being implemented and carried out. As six of the nine Board positions are held by low income area
representatives, board composition meets basic federal requirements for low income citizen input and
engagement.
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The Community Development Board makes recommendations to the City Council relative to all plans and
reports. In addition, the Community Development Board reviews applications submitted for CDBG and
HOME funding in order to make funding recommendations to the City Council for approval.

The Billings City Council is the final citizen policy body that reviews and takes action on plans and reports.
The Community Development Board presents recommendations to the City Council during a scheduled
work session preceding the public hearing in April in order to deliver information on decisions made
regarding recommendations. After receipt and consideration of public comments, the City Council
approves reports / plans and proposed funding allocations.

Public notices announcing Community Development Board and City Council meetings are published in a
widely-circulated newspaper prior to the meeting date. These notices are designed to provide reasonable
and timely access to local meetings consistent with accessibility and reasonable accommodation
requirements.

Plans and reports on the City’s housing and community development activities are made available for
review by citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties. These documents are available at the
Community Development Division and posted on its website at www.BillingsMT.gov.

Public Access and Engagement

The City of Billings takes the following actions to ensure public access to drafted / proposed plans and
reports are published and accessible to ensure the public has reasonable opportunities to examine
content and to submit comments. City staff will strive to explore alternative public involvement
techniques and quantitative ways to measure efforts that encourage citizen participation in a shared
vision for change in communities and neighborhoods, where practical.

Public Comment Periods: The City will publish and accept public comment on drafted Consolidated Plans,
Annual Action Plans, Citizen Participation Plans, Limited English Proficiency Plans, and the Analysis of
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice for a period of at least 30 days. The same timeline applies to
substantial amendments to the aforementioned documents.

The City will publish and accept public comment on drafted Comprehensive Annual Performance
Evaluation Reports (CAPER) for a period of at least 15 days. The same timeline applies to amendments to
the CAPER.

The City may request public comment for one or more activities, plans, and / or reports during the same
public comment period for efficiency. Staff will consider citizen comments and views made prior to
document finalization and comment summaries will also be included or attached to the document.

The City will strive to provide written responses to all written complaints and grievances related to the
City’s housing and community development programs within 15 working days of receipt of the complaint
or grievance where practical. Grievances at the City Council level will require significantly more time.

In the event of a pandemic or other infectious disease, the City may alter public participation to include
social distancing, virtual attendance, and other forms of virtual participation in lieu of or in addition to
efforts described herein. The City may also implement shorter public comment periods as allowed by HUD.
As per federal regulation, the City of Billings may publish its application for CDBG-CV funds for no less than
five calendar days to solicit public comments.
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Published Notices: City staff will issue notices via widely-circulated print press in advance of public
comment periods. Notices will include the purpose of the document, a summary of the document
contents, and instructions on how to access documents in their entirety. Statements are included in
notices of public hearings and service brochures indicating that office, meeting, and public hearing
locations are accessible to persons with disabilities and they include the Montana Relay phone number
711.

Plan Online Access: City staff will post drafted / proposed reports and plans online for free download at
www.BillingsMT.gov/CDreports.

Plan Hard Copy Access: City staff will make available free hard copies of drafted / proposed documents
to the public including residents, groups, and organizations upon request at the City’s Community
Development office. City staff will provide reasonable and timely access to information and records
relating to all plans and reports, including the use of assistance under the programs managed by the
Community Development Division. Those requesting records can complete a Public Records Request and
submit it to the City’s Legal Department.

Public Hearings: The City will hold at least two public hearings during City Council meetings each year to
obtain residents’ views and to respond to proposals and questions. Council meetings promote community
access and participation and the meetings are aired live on social media and the local community
television access station website and local free channels. Citizens may also access recordings of the
meetings on social media and Channel 7’s website.

The hearings will be held at two different stages of the program year and together they will address
housing and community development needs, development of proposed activities, proposed strategies
and actions for affirmatively furthering fair housing, and a review of program performance.

o September: One public hearing will be held each September, before publishing the proposed
Consolidated and / or Annual Action Plan. The purpose of this hearing is to obtain public comment
on:

o CDBG and HOME Comprehensive Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the
prior program year; and

o Current community needs to assist the Community Development Board in designing the
application process for the upcoming program year, before the publication of the drafted
Consolidated and / or Annual Action Plan.

e April: One public hearing will be held during the development of the Consolidated and / or Annual
Action Plan. This hearing is typically held on the last day of the public comment period and prior
to staff’s adjustments to Consolidated and / or Annual Action Plans and subsequent submission
to HUD.

o Inthe event HUD releases allocation amounts later than the public comment period, the
Consolidated / Annual Action Plans will include descriptions of activities with specific
recommended dollar amounts and one activity each for CDBG and HOME that will be
allocated the remaining funding amounts. This will ensure only one activity for each
program will be allocated variable funding amounts.

o The City Council maintains authority to change the allocation amounts recommended by
the Community Development Boards during the April public hearing meeting.
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The City may facilitate one public hearing to accept public comment on one or more plans / reports for
efficiency. Staff will consider public hearing comments made prior to document finalization and comment
summaries will also be included or attached to the document.

All public hearings are accessible to disabled individuals, publicized as required by State law and allow for
accommodation of individuals with hearing, visual, or mobility impairments.

City staff makes every effort to encourage public participation in the City Council public hearings and
meetings:

e Agenda Packet: Available for viewing on the City’s website www.BillingsMT.gov/councilagendas.

¢ Viewing the Meeting: The Public may view the meeting on the Community 7 TV - Channel 7 or
Channel 507 — Spectrum Cable. The Public may also view online at www.comm7tv.com and click
the Watch Live icon. Community 7 also has links to their Facebook page and YouTube channel in
which to view the meeting. Meeting recordings are also available after the meeting for viewing
online via the Community 7 TV website, Facebook page, or YouTube channel.

e Public Participation: Verbal comments are taken only during the Public Comment periods as
indicated on the agenda and during the Public Hearings under the regular agenda. Written
communication can be submitted any time prior to or during the public comment period.

o In-Person: The public may attend City Council meetings in person in the Council’s Chambers,
City Hall, 210 North 27t Street, Billings, Montana.

o Email: Emails can be sent to the City Council before 3:00 pm on the date of the Public Hearing
at council@BillingsMT.gov.

o Viewing Council Emails: All emails sent to the City Council can be viewed online at
www.BillingsMT.gov/councilemails. Emails received after 3:00 pm and prior to 5:00 pm, may
be read during the meeting.

Access for the Disabled and Limited English Proficiency: The City will provide accommodations for
individuals with disabilities in public meetings, public hearings and in written documentation regarding
programs and services available from the Division. Community Development offices and City Hall are
accessible to those with disabilities. Statements are included in notices of public hearings and service
brochures indicating that office and hearing locations are accessible to persons with disabilities.
Accommodations can be made for other disabilities as well.

Special arrangements for participation by individuals with hearing, speech, or vision impairment may be
made upon request with three business days advanced notice. Non-English speaking persons wishing to
participate will also be accommodated through translation and / or interpretation in accordance with the
City’s Language Assistance Plan.
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Criteria for amending the Consolidated Plan

24 CFR part 91.105(c) of the Final Rule requires grantees of CDBG and HOME programs make public the
criteria the City will use for determining what changes in planned or actual activities constitute a
substantial amendment to the five-year Consolidated Plan and the Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing Choice.

Substantial changes to the Consolidated Plan are defined as the creation of any new program, project, or
activity to be funded or carried out under the City’s CDBG and / or HOME programs. All substantial changes
to the Consolidated Plan must meet demonstrated need substantiated by HUD-approved data sources.
Minor amendments include the expansion of an existing program, project, or activity funded or carried
out under the City’s CDBG and / or HOME programs. Minor changes must also meet demonstrated need
by HUD-approved data sources.

Prior to the submission of any substantial change in the proposed use of federal housing and community
development funds or to the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, the City will hold a public
hearing to allow citizens reasonable notice of, and opportunity to comment on, proposed amendments.
Public comment periods will not be less than thirty (30) days unless otherwise allowed by HUD.

Routine revenues including program income, recaptured / repaid funds, and re-programmed monies will
be utilized for existing and previously approved programs as it is received during each fiscal year. Routine
revenues are allocated on a close- and shovel-ready basis to ensure timely commitment and expenditure.
These changes are customary and facilitate funding allocations to projects and activities most in demand
and do not require a substantial or minor amendment to the Consolidated Plan.

City staff cannot predict annual HUD entitlement allocation amounts or repayment revenues for CDBG or
HOME. Therefore, five-year Consolidated Plan numerical goals are established as estimates that may
fluctuate during the five-year period based on funding received and demand for the City’s programs.
These changes are customary and do not require a substantial or minor amendment to the Consolidated
Plan.

Technical Assistance

The Community Development Division provides technical assistance, as requested and as staff time
allows, to lower income groups to develop proposals for the Division’s housing and community
development activities in the City limits. Technical assistance is offered any time proposals for the use of
funding are requested, and is offered routinely in December and January - prior to application deadlines
for CDBG / HOME funding allocations.

Nondiscrimination, Accommodations & Grievances

The Community Development Division receives federal funding to support housing acquisition, repair,
development and poverty impact programs and is required to adhere to the Americans with Disabilities
Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Fair Housing Act, the Montana Human Rights Act, and other
equal opportunity regulations. These regulations are designed to protect individuals with disabilities with
equal access to employment opportunities and the services, programs and activities the City offers.
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It is essential that all individuals have equal access to the Community Development Division's
communication, open meetings, programs and services including: First Time Home Buyer; Home Repair;
Housing Development; and the Billings Metro VISTA Project.

e Federally Protected Classes: Disability, including people with HIV / AIDS and people in recovery
from alcohol / drugs; Race / Color; Religion; Sex, includes protection against sexual harassment;
Familial Status, includes the presence of children under the age of 18 and / or pregnancy; and
National Origin.

e HUD Protected Classes: Sexual Orientation; Gender Identity; and Marital Status.

e Montana’s Protected Classes: Marital Status; Creed; and Age.

Accommodations: Auxiliary aids and services are available to facilitate effective communication to
individuals with disabilities to ensure equal participation. Such aids and services are free to the public and
may include sign-language interpreters, large print formats, and other aids to make information and
communications accessible to individuals with speech, hearing or vision impairments.

Public Notices: The City of Billings - Community Development Division encourages all members of the
community to participate. Special arrangements for participation by individuals with hearing, speech,
vision impairment or physical disabilities can be made upon request. Non-English speaking persons
wishing to participate will also be accommodated through translation and / or interpretation in
accordance the City’s Language Assistance Plan. Fair Housing Equal Opportunity.

Grievance Procedure: If a citizen feels they have been denied equal access to Community Development
programs, services or activities, they may file a written complaint including their contact information and
a description of the alleged act(s) of discrimination, including the date and place of the act(s). The written
complaint may be submitted to any Community Development employee or specifically directed to the
Community Development Manager by phone at 406.657.8286 (Montana Relay 711), email
beckettb@billingsmt.gov, in person (appointment recommended) or U.S. Postal Service at 2825 3rd
Avenue North, 6th Floor, Billings, MT 59101. City staff will provide a timely, substantive written response
to written citizen complaints as soon as practicable. Complaints may also be filed in writing with the
Denver HUD FHEO Office at 1670 Broadway, Denver, CO 80202 or by calling 303.672.5155.

Program Eligibility: If a citizen disagrees with a staff decision relative to program eligibility unrelated to
discrimination, they may submit a written appeal to the Community Development Division. The letter
must be received at least two weeks prior to the Community Development Board meeting when the
appeal would be reviewed. If the Community Development Board upholds the staff decision, the citizen
has the option to have the appeal reviewed during a future City Council meeting. Please note, it can take
several months to prepare an appeal for City Council review and determination.

ADA / 504 Coordinator: The City of Billings ADA Coordinator is responsible for the City’s overall Grievance
Procedure and is also available to ensure compliance with the physical and general program accessibility
requirements of the ADA for other City Departments and Divisions. Please call 406.237.6294 (Montana
Relay 711) with any questions.

Fair Housing Complaints: Please see the City's fair housing webpages for information on how to file a fair
housing compliant.
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Appendix I: Public Notices

Federal regulations require the City to facilitate two public hearings, at different stages of the program year, to obtain residents'
views and respond to questions. Together, the hearings must address housing and community development needs, development
of proposed activities, proposed strategies and actions for affirmatively furthering fair housing, and a review of program
performance.

First Public Hearing — Held Prior to Publishing Drafted Consolidated / Annual Action Plan(s)

The City of Billings held a public hearing on Monday, September 12, 2022, at 5:30 pm to obtain public
comment on:

e CDBG and HOME Comprehensive Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the prior
program year; and

e Current community needs to assist the Community Development Board in designing the
application process for the upcoming program year, before the publication of the drafted
Consolidated or Annual Action Plan.
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STATE OF MONTANA
County of Yellowstone

&B'MLill::-"-! o el Dianime H. Bohiman
On this 19th day of August 2022, before me, the o Bt

undersigned, a Notary Public for the State of Montana,
personally appeared Jonathan McNiven, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed same.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial seal that day and year first

VLN
Ah
cNiven

NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Montana, residing

above written.

TAMA MCNIVEN
4 NOTARY PUBLIC for the
C State of Maontana
d Residing at Huntley, Maontana
-' My Commission Expires
August 23, 2024

at Huntley, MT.
My commission expires: August 23, 2024
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Public Notice - CDBG & HOME Applications Available

Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF MONTANA

County of Yellowstone

Jonathan McNiven

Being duly sworn, deposes and says:

That he is the Legal Advertising Clerk of Yellowstone County News, a
newspaper of general circulation published weekly in the town of
Huntley, in the County of Yellowstone, State of Montana, and that the (3)
folio Legal Public Notice, a true copy of which is hereto Included, was
published in said newspaper on the following dates:

December 16, 2022; December 23, 2022; December 30, 2022;

making in all (3) publication(s).

OF MONTANA

of Yellowstone
On this 30th day of December 2022, before me, the undersigned, a Notary
Public for the State of Montana, personally appeared Jonathan McNiven,
known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within
instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my

notarial seal that day and year first above written.

/Zam A )

Tan,a cNiven

NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Montana, residing

PUBLIC NOTICE
Housing & Community
Funding Requests

As a part of the City of Billings' Consolidated
Planning process, the City is accepting loan
applications for FY2023-2024 Community

Block Grant and HOME
Investment Partnership (HOME) funding.
The City of Bilings anticipates allocating an
estimated $650,000 in new CDBG funding
for community development activities, which
primarily benefit lower income
or households. The City of Billi also an-
ticipates allocating an estimated ,000 in
new HOME funding for activities to preserve
of increase the supply of affordable hous-
ing for lower income households in Billings.
Actual allocation figures are not available
as of publication date. Applications and an
application guidebook may be downloaded
from the City's website at www.BillingsMT.
gov/allocations. Requests for funding must
be submitted to the Community Development
Office by 5:00pm on Friday, January 20, 2023,
For further information on eligible activities
-or to obtain the application materials via
email, please call Brenda Beckett, Community
Development ; at 406-657-8286 (TTY
711) or contact via email beckettb@bilingsmt,
or wﬁte to:

Bllrngs MT 59103
Technical assistance is available upon
request to interested parties through the
Community Development Office. The City
of Bilings encourages all members of the
community to participate in the Consolidated
Planning process. Special arrangements
for participation by individuals with hearing,
speech, vision impairment or physical disabili-
ties can be made upon request. Non-English
speaking persons wishing to participate will
also be accommodated through translation
and / or interpretation in accordance the
City's Language Assistance Plan. Fair Hous-
ing Equal Opportunity.
Published on December 16, 23 and 30,
2022.
Denise R. Bohlman
Billings City Clerk
PO. Box 1178
Billings, MT 59103

12116, 12/23, 12/30 2022
MNAXLF

at Huntley, MT
My commission expires: August 23, 2024

§ Residing at Huntley, Montana

TANA MCNIVEN
NOTARY PUBLIC for the
State of Montana

My Commission Expires
August 23, 2024
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Second Public Hearing — Held During the Public Comment Period

Affidavit of Publication
STATE OF MONTANA
County of Yellowstone

Lorita Harper

Being duly sworn, deposes and says:

That she is the Legal Advertising Clerk of Yellowstone
County News, a newspaper of general circulation published

weekly in the town of Huntley, in the County of

Yellowstone, State of Montana, and that the (5) folio Legal
Netice of Public Hearing a true copy of which is hereto
Included, was published in said newspaper on the following
date(s): March 24, 2023; March 31, 2023; April 7, 2023

making in all £3) publication(s).

TE OF MONTANA
County of Yellowstone
On this 6th day of April 2023, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public for the State of Montana,
personally appeared Lorita Harper, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that she executed same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial scal that day and

vear first above written.

Q(7MM M.

cNiven

NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Montana, residing

at Huntley, MT,
My commission expires: August 23, 2024
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Appendix J: Public Comments - Summarized

City Council Public Hearing, September 12, 2022

Community Development Board has chosen to hold the first public hearing in September in order to assist
them in designing the application process for the upcoming program year, before the publication of
drafted Consolidated / Annual Action Plans. No public comments were made.

City Council Work Session, April 17, 2023

On or around April 12, 2023, Councilmember Jennifer Owen contacted City Administration to request a
review of the Annual Action Plan during the Council work session on April 17, 2023. During the April 17,
2023 City Council Work Session, Brenda Beckett, Community Services Manager, reviewed the annual
action plan deadlines, plan findings, goals and core programs. She spoke of HUD funding sources, CDBG
and HOME funding history, affordable housing development recommendations, and City Council support.
Beckett addressed the application process, foreclosure program and public services.

Council discussed ways to change the program to better assist more people, charging interest on loans,
HUD requirements and goals, and growing the budget to deal with the housing crisis. They spoke of the
10% discrepancy of administration cap between CDBG and HOME programs, ways to use funding,
application issues and the foreclosure program.

Wyeth Friday, Planning Director, indicated the administrative costs were a critical part of the part of the
program. He indicated if Council wanted a larger affordable housing program it would require a new
funding source.

Public Comment:

e Patti Webster, HOMEFRONT, spoke in support of CDBG funding. She indicated the federal money
available was not sufficient for the needs of the community. Council spoke with Ms. Webster
about ways to increase funding for affordable housing needs. Councilmember Choriki encouraged
Council to set aside money every year for housing needs.

Email Submission, April 17, 2023

Councilmember Tom Rupsis emailed staff: The CDBG/HOME action plan says the city does not receive
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) or McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act funds. Why not? Should
we be applying for these?

Staff responded: The Emergency Solutions Grant is allocated to the Human Resources Development
Council (HRDC) here in Billings, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act funds are allocated
through the statewide Continuum of Care. The City of Billings has not been a direct service provider for
those experiencing homelessness, therefore it would be inappropriate for the city to apply for these types
of grants. These resources are helping assist people experiencing homelessness in Billings and across
Montana but it is through direct service providers.
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Email Submission, April 24, 2023

the City Administrator received a phone call from the Montana Rescue Mission to alter language
referencing the organization not receiving federal funding because they have been seeking federal
funding. Staff adjusted the language following this request.

City Council Public Hearing, April 24, 2023

During the City Council meeting’s public hearing on April 24, 2023, City Council and staff discussed the
pros and cons of the AmeriCorps VISTA program and the Neighborhood Stabilization (Foreclosure
Acquisition / Rehabilitation) program.

The following individual spoke in favor of the Annual Action Plan during the public hearing:

e Terri Todd, [address redacted], Billings, Montana, spoke about the AmeriCorps VISTA program
being vital to the organization in which she was involved and how they helped the organization
raise over $150,000 from the community.

There were no further speakers, and the public hearing was closed.

City Council Public Hearing for Substantial Amendment, September 11, 2023

Pending...
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