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NOTICE 
Public comment will be taken only during the Public Comment periods as indicated on 
the agenda. Comments may be sent to Planning Staff via email before 10:00 AM on the 
meeting date. All e-mails received prior to this time will be read into the record for the 
public hearing. 
 
Member Participants: Commissioner Mark Morse, Board of County Commissioners; 
Bill Cole, Mayor, City of Billings;  Planning Board President Dennis Cook, Yellowstone 
County Planning Board, Kurtis Schneiber, MDT 
 
Staff Participants:  Scott Walker, Transportation Coordinator, Planning & Community 
Services Department; Tammy Deines, Planning Clerk; Wyeth Friday, Director, Planning 
& Community Services, (Virtual); Lora Mattox, Transportation Planner, (Virtual) 
 
Other Participants: Mike Taylor, Acting District Administrator, MDT; Katie Potts, 
MDT Planning, Helena (Virtual) 
 
Call to Order: Mayor Cole called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in 
attendance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion.  2023 Policy Coordinating Committee Chairperson.  PCC Committee 
Members. 

Mayor Bill Cole moved and Planning Board Vice President Woody Woods 
seconded the motion for Commissioner Ostlund to serve as chairman of the 
Policy Coordinating Committee for the 2023 term.  The motion carried with 
a unanimous voice vote.   

 
3. Public Comment/Communication from the Audience 
A. Comments on items not on the agenda and requests to add items to future 
agendas. 
B.  Comments on items on the Non-public and Public Agenda Items 
There was no communication from the audience regarding agenda items or future agenda 
items.     
 
4.  Minutes of December 13, 2022 
Motion 
A motion was made by Mayor Cole and seconded by Planning Board Vice President 
Woods to approve the  minutes of December 13, 2022.  The motion carried with a 
unanimous voice vote. 
  
4.  Old Business:  There is no Old Business. 
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5.  New Business 
5a. Motion. Billings Community Transportation Safety Plan.  Scott Walker, 
Transportation Coordinator, presenting. 
Scott Walker introduced Lisa Olmstead, DOWL Consulting; and Doug Enderson, DOWL 
Consulting.  Ms. Olmstead opened with a PowerPoint presentation and an overview of the 
Billings Community Transportation Safety Plan.   
 
Discussion 
Mayor Cole asked about the progress over the last five years as the statistics point to a 
significant reduction in incidents.  Ms. Olmstead explained that an assessment was made in 
comparison to the previous study and there is a 15% reduction.  She said there was an 18% 
reduction with the 2020 data, and zero fatalities is the goal.  Mayor Cole noted budgets are 
limited and asked if funding is available to make progress. Ms. Olmstead said historically 
there have been activities included in various department budgets.  Beyond that, the partners 
and resources are identified within the study.  She stressed the importance of looking at the 
study strategies and collaborating between entities in order to have an impact.  Lora Mattox 
said there are a lot of resources and the organizations are conducting their own activities.  
She concurred with Ms. Olmstead and said it is a matter of using the study and then accessing 
the grant opportunities.   
 
Public Comment:   There was no public comment on this agenda item. 
 
Motion 
Planning Board Vice President Woody Woods made a motion and it was seconded 
by Mayor Cole to approve the Billings Community Transportation Plan as 
presented by Staff.   
 
Discussion 
There was no discussion on the motion. 
 
The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote.  
 
5b. Motion. Staff Presentation.  Billings Bypass Corridor Study.  Scott Walker, 
Transportation Coordinator, presenting.   
Scott Walker opened this agenda item.  He said staff has stressed during public meetings 
that this is a corridor planning study and not construction related.  He introduced  
Lisa Olmstead, DOWL consulting.  Ms. Olmstead gave a PowerPoint presentation with 
an overview of the Billings Bypass Corridor Study.   
 
Discussion 
Planning Board Vice President Woody Woods said the general consensus from the public 
comments posted is that they would like this to happen.  He noted that one of the 
comments was related to fire protection and suggested consideration of a common 
agreements or partnership between Lockwood Fire and the City of Billings for services 
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may be achieved and be beneficial for both communities. He suggested contacting 
Lockwood Fire Chief John Staley. 

Public Comment:   There was no public comment on this agenda item. 

Motion 
Mayor Cole made a motion and it was seconded by Planning Board Vice-president 
Woods to approve the Billings ByPass study as presented by Staff.   

Discussion 
There was no discussion on the motion.  

The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote.  

6. Other Business
• Transportation Planner Scott Walker recognized Katie Potts, MDT Planning and 

thanked her for her hard work and coordination as she has accepted a new 
position with the Federal Highway Department.  Katie said it has been 
wonderful working with the Billings MPO for the last decade.  She said a new 
Planner Samantha Wood and Kenn Winegar will continue to work within the 
MDT Planning office.

• PCC members and staff formally welcomed Commissioner Mike Formally 
welcomed Mark Morse as a new member of PCC.

7. Future Agenda Items
ADJOURNMENT:  12:25 PM 

DRAFT.  To be approved by a motion during the next scheduled meeting 

Tamara L. Deines, Planning Clerk 





NOTICE OF MEETING 
POLICY COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
The Policy Coordinating Committee will hold its regular meeting on Tuesday, January 
17, 2023, at 12:00 PM, at the Board of County Commissioners meeting room located on 
the 3rd Floor of the Stillwater Building, 316 North 26th, Billings, Montana. 
 
The meeting is open to any interested members of the public.  Agendas will be prepared 
for the meetings and available online at: www.billingsmt.gov and at 2825 3rd Avenue 
North, 4th Floor, Billings, MT. 
 
All interested persons are invited to attend in person or view the meeting on-line on the 
Billings-Planning & Community Services Facebook Page here; 
https://tinyurl.com/yckr478k .  
 
For additional information, contact Scott Walker, Transportation Planning Coordinator 
406-247-8661 or walkers@billingsmt.gov. 
 
**In the event a quorum of the City Council is present, no City-related decisions will be 
made during this meeting or event.** 
 
Published on January 6, 2023. 
 
      Denise R. Bohlman 
      Billings City Clerk 
      P.O. Box 1178 
      Billings, MT 59103 
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