
      

**ATTENTION**
The City Council meeting will be held in a hybrid format that may include both in-person AND virtual
attendance via Zoom. Unless they have cause to appear virtually, Councilmembers will attend the meeting in
person in Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 220 N. 27th Street. In order to honor the Right of
Participation and the Right to Know in Article II, Sections 8 and 9, of the Montana Constitution, the City of
Billings and City Council are making every effort to meet the requirements of the open meeting laws.

Citizens are invited to:
Review the Agenda Packet on the City's website at: www.billingsmt.gov and click on "Your Government,"
"City Council," and "Agendas & Minutes".
View the meeting:

On Community 7 TV - Channel 7 or Channel 507 -- Spectrum Cable. (On evenings when there is a
conflict with School District No. 2 Board meetings, the City Council meeting will be broadcast on
Channel 8 - Spectrum Cable.) Channel 7 or Channel 978 - TDS Fiber. 
Online at www.comm7tv.com and click on the "Watch Live" icon. Community 7 also has links to their
Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
On the City's website at www.billingsmt.gov and click on "Watch Meetings Online" on the homepage.
In-Person.

Citizens may submit public comment via the following methods:
Mail: City Clerk, P.O. Box 1178, Billings, MT 59103
Email:  Council@billingsmt.gov.

Emails received after 3:00 PM on the day of the meeting, may be posted on the Council's webpage
the following day for public viewing.

Attend the meeting in person

Please contact Denise Bohlman, City Clerk, at bohlmand@billingsmt.gov, or at 406.657.8210, with any
questions.
 

http://www.billingsmt.gov
http://www.comm7tv.com
http://www.billingsmt.gov
https://ci.billings.mt.us/1538/City-Council-E-mail-Messages


VISION STATEMENT:
"The Magic City: A diverse,

welcoming community
where people prosper and

business succeeds."

      

  

 WORK SESSION AGENDA           

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS JUNE 3, 2024           5:30 P.M.
      

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Cole
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ALL ITEMS. This is the time to comment on any matter (Agenda or Non-Agenda) falling within the
scope of the Billings City Council. There will also be time in conjunction with each agenda item for public comment relating to that item.
You may only speak once for each item during the meeting.

Please note, the City Council cannot take action on any item of significant interest to the public that does not appear on the agenda.
Comments are limited to three (3) minutes during each public comment period or as set by the Mayor. Speaker sign-in required.
Please sign the roster at the cart located at the back of the Council chambers or at the podium.
 

1. Yellowstone River Parks Association.

-Public Comment
 

2. Fire Code Adoption.

-Public Comment
 

3. Public Safety Updates.

-Public Comment
 

4. Subdivision Regulation Updates.

-Public Comment
 

5. Highlight Upcoming Agenda Items of Council Interest.

-Public Comment

  

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION:
 

PUBLIC COMMENT on "NON-AGENDA ITEMS". Speaker Sign-in required.  (Restricted to ONLY items not on
this printed agenda. Comments are limited to 3 minutes or as set by the Mayor. Please sign the roster at the cart
located at the back of the Council chambers or at the podium.)
 

ADJOURN:
 

Note: 

This meeting is an "informal" meeting of the City Council. The content of the Agenda is subject to change at the meeting.
In the event there is a Closed Executive Session, the sole purpose is to discuss litigation strategy.  The other parties to the case(s) discussed
are not public bodies or associations as described in Section 2-3-203(1) and (2), MCA. The meeting is closed, as allowed by Section 2-3-203(4)
(a), MCA, "to discuss a strategy to be followed with respect to litigation when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the litigating
position" of the City of Billings.



Item 1.
 
City Council Work Session
Date: 06/03/2024
Title: Yellowstone River Parks Association
Presented by: Pigg Michael, Superintendent
Department: Parks/Rec/Public Lands
Presentation: Yes
Legal Review: Not Applicable
Project Number: N/A

RECOMMENDATION
No recommendations

BACKGROUND (Consistency with Adopted Plans and Policies, if applicable)
YRPA has been a partner to the Parks Department for years, dating back to before Norm's Island was built. YRPA
members constructed the trails through Norm's Island and assisted in building and maintaining the trails in Riverfront
Park. We have invited members of YRPA to tell their story and highlight all the work they are doing at Dover Park and
other locations around the area.

ALTERNATIVES
City Council may:

Approve; or,
Not Approve

FISCAL EFFECTS
No fiscal effects

Attachments
YRPA





How it started…
Greenway Master Plan (1994)



How it’s going!

2,000+ acres

8,000 volunteer 
hours / year

Privately funded 
501(c)3



Protecting and managing habitat in natural areas



Engaging the community as volunteers, advocates, 
partners, and supporters



Providing welcoming spaces for visitors and partners to 
recreate, learn, and connect



Telling stories about cultural and natural history



Growing a new generation of conservationists



Building organizational capacity for the future



Just one of the hundreds of meetings each 
year it takes to do the work!



Early stages of 2022 Dover Park Master Plan



Oct 2023: Ribbon Cutting for the Dover Activity Center



Helped Yellowstone River Research Center at Rocky Mountain College with 
17th annual Yellowstone River Cleanup: 31,402 pounds of trash to the landfill!



A reminder there’s always more work to do.



So that we can all enjoy the beauty of the 
Yellowstone River Valley



Partnerships and Support



www.ypra.org





Upcoming Events

Every Friday afternoon, 1:30 – 4:00: Mini work 
sessions at John H Dover Memorial Park. All welcome! 

Saturday, June 15, 9am – 11am: Dover Program 
with Dave Eckroth: “The Battle of Poker Flat.” Learn 
about this pivotal 1872 event, also called the “Baker 
Battle” that took place right on the edge of Dover Park.

Wednesday, June 19: United Way of Yellowstone 
County’s 29th Annual “Day of Action” 

Saturday, July 13: Dover Walkabout with Carolyn 
Sevier: “Summer Plants of Dover Park.” Get to know 
the diversity of flowers, trees, and other plants, 
including their cultural connections, in the upland and 
riparian areas of the park.

Saturday, Sept. 27 “Go with the Flow: A Tribute to 
YRPA” Kite Exhibition Opening



KTVQ News Story

https://www.ktvq.com/news/local-news/a-treasure-volunteer-operated-john-h-dover-memorial-park-to-expand-in-billings?fbclid=IwAR1euV2JMR753xQh4-IBOj8sdiKRuTp1ojWF_Ck8MlvIqhibjl0eznJ7sho


The vision of YRPA for 

John H. Dover Memorial 

Park is to sustain, 

celebrate, and enhance 

the park’s original quiet 

beauty, family heritage, 

and legacy of outdoor 

traditions for future 

generations.





Item 2.
 
City Council Work Session
Date: 06/03/2024
Title: Repeal and Replace Fire Code Adoption Process
Presented by: Pepper Valdez, Fire Chief
Department: Fire
Presentation: Yes
Legal Review: Not Applicable
Project Number: N/A

RECOMMENDATION
The Billings Fire Department, Building Department, general construction and building contractors, and fire protection
specialists recommend the approval of repealing the fire code adoption via city ordinance and replacing the process
via an administrative order. The administrative order will be signed into effect within 30 days should the city council
decide to repeal the ordinance.

BACKGROUND (Consistency with Adopted Plans and Policies, if applicable)
The City of Billings currently uses the 2021 Edition of the International Building Code, Residential Code, Mechanical
Code, Fuel Gas Code, Swimming Pool and Spa Code, Plumbing Code, Energy Conservation Code, and Existing
Building Code. These codes were adopted through an administrative order. We are currently using the 2012 Edition of
the International Fire Code, which was adopted through city ordinance. These separate adoption processes create
different code requirements, enforcement challenges, and jurisdictional confusion when different code editions are in
place. Repealing the adoption of the International Fire Code through city ordinance and replacing the adoption process
via an administrative order would alleviate these issues. 

ALTERNATIVES
City Council may:

Approve; or,
Not Approve

FISCAL EFFECTS
There is no significant impact of repealing and replacing the adoption process of the fire code. 

Attachments
Presentation



2021 FIRE CODE 
ADOPTION 
PROCESS
FIRE MARSHAL JAIME FENDER, BILLINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT



REQUEST DEFINED
• THE CITY OF BILLINGS ADOPTS AND ENFORCES THE 

INTERNATIONAL CODES (I-CODES)
• ALL I-CODE ARE CURRENTLY ADOPTED VIA ADMINISTRATIVE 

ORDER AND SIGNED BY THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
EXCEPT

• THE FIRE CODE IS ADOPTED VIA CITY ORDINANCE PENDING 
THE APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL



CURRENT INTERNATIONAL CODES ADOPTED
ADOPTED VIA ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER #150 ON SEPTEMBER 1ST, 2022, THE CITY OF BILLINGS IS 
CURRENTLY UTILIZING THE 2021 I-CODE EDITIONS OF:
• INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE (IBC)
• INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE (IRC)

• MECHANICAL CODE
• FUEL GAS CODE
• SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE

• PLUMBING CODE
• ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE
• EXISTING BUILDING CODE 

CURRENT FIRE CODE ADOPTED
ADOPTED VIA CITY ORDINANCE ON DECEMBER 8TH, 2014, THE CITY OF BILLINGS IS CURRENTLY 
UTILIZING THE 2012 FIRE CODE



CONCERNS DEFINED
CROSS-REFERENCING CODE CYCLES CREATES TIME-CONSUMING 
COMPLICATIONS FOR FIRE PROTECTION SPECIALISTS, CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTORS, BUILDERS, PLAN REVIEWERS, AND THE ENFORCEMENT 
OF THESE CODES, AS EACH NEW CYCLE CREATES NEW REQUIREMENTS

FOR EXAMPLE:
• FOOD TRUCKS HAVE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS IN BILLINGS THAN 

THEY CURRENT DO IN OTHER CITIES OR AREAS IN THE STATE
• FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS ARE DIFFERENT IN 2021 IBC 

COMPARED TO 2012 IFC
I AM REQUESTING THE FIRE CODE ADOPTION PROCESS BE CHANGED 
FROM CITY ORDINANCE TO ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER SO THAT THEY CAN 
ALL BE ADOPTED AT THE SAME TIME.



Item 3.
 
City Council Work Session
Date: 06/03/2024
Title: Public Safety Update
Presented by: Kevin Iffland, Assistant City Administrator
Department: City Hall Administration
Presentation: Yes
Legal Review: Not Applicable
Project Number: N/A

RECOMMENDATION
Fire and Police will summarize their 2023 annual reports.

BACKGROUND (Consistency with Adopted Plans and Policies, if applicable)
See the attached annual reports and presentation slides from PD and FD.
 

ALTERNATIVES
City Council may:

Approve; or,
Not Approve

FISCAL EFFECTS
N/A

Attachments
Police Annual Report
Fire Annual Report



2023 Annual Report

Presented by Chief St. John





Incidents:



2023 VIOLENT CRIME STATISTICS
These numbers include
offenses for the following
crimes:
 Homicide
 Attempted Homicide
 Sexual Assaults
 Robbery
 Criminal Endangerment
 Assaults

 Aggravated Assaults
 Misdemeanor Assaults
 Assaults on Police
 Partner Family Member

Assault
 Partner Family Member

Assault Strangulation



BPD crime reporting to MT
Board of Crime Control and
FBI:

- National Incident Based Reporting
System (NIBRS) assigns offense codes
to crimes, which are divided based
on the seriousness of the crime into
either group A (24 offense
categories) or Group B (10 offense
categories).







































-    Received and worked 424 cases
-    Cleared 300 cases
- 10 out of the 13 homicides were cleared.  The remaining 3 have

suspects identified.
- Received and reviewed 443 Department of Health and Human

Service reports (21% increase from 2022).
- Were called out to 29 major crime scenes (decrease from 54 in 2023).



- Volunteers donated 3,464 hours (increase of 1,063
hours from 2022)

- Estimated savings of $102,557 to the City









Complaint Findings



Dayshift

   Nightshift

  Afternoons

Questions?



Fire
Department

2023
Annual Report



Call Volume



• 10,033 Total EMS
• 28 EMS/day
• 388 firefighter ride-ins
• 410 Medication

interventions
• 24 Narcan doses
• 112 CPRs with 42

returned pulses
• 2 babies delivered in

the field









2023 911 BY THE
NUMBERS

• 292,791 total calls received

• 61,791 emergent calls

• 33 calls/hour or 1 call/1.8
minutes

• New radio system 5/24

• New fire protocols 5/24

• New police protocols 6/24

• Update medical protocols
7/24



SUMMARY

• Continue exploring innovative ways to offset
costs (MVAs and lift assists)

• Keep pace with the city’s growth and manage
response times

• Continue to hone and refine 911dispatching
processes while increasing capabilities

• Start to implement the five-year strategic
plan



Questions



Item 4.
 
City Council Work Session
Date: 06/03/2024
Title: Subdivision Regulation Updates for the City of Billings
Presented by: David Green
Department: Planning & Community Services
Presentation: Yes
Legal Review: Not Applicable
Project Number: N/A

RECOMMENDATION
The Planning Board recommends to the City Council adoption of the amended City of Billings subdivision regulations
as presented by staff.

BACKGROUND (Consistency with Adopted Plans and Policies, if applicable)
The Planning staff, after consultation with other departments and divisions of the city, is bringing forward the
proposed updated subdivision regulations for the City of Billings.

The Planning Division has diligently worked on updating the subdivision regulations to incorporate recent state
legislative amendments and to align them with new documents and policies within the city. In addition, staff is
proposing general document updates, including electronic submission requirements.

During the past several months, staff has consulted with other divisions within the city. Those divisions include City
Engineering, Public Works, City Fire Department, City Parks, Transportation Planning and the Alternate Modes
Coordinator, and Zoning.

On February 13, 2024, staff made a presentation to developers and engineers for their input on the proposed
subdivision update. That meeting was held in the Billings Library Community Room. On March 12, 2024, there was a
discussion meeting with the Planning Board where further input from the board and members of the public was
received. A public hearing was held on March 26, 2024, at which time the Planning Board delayed the subdivision
regulation updates 60 days so that further stakeholder input and clarification of the regulations could be provided to
the Planning Board.

Since that time, the Planning Department, Engineering, Parks and County Public Works have had two other public
meetings to further discuss the proposed updates and additions to the subdivision regulations. Those meetings took
place on April 23 and May 7. Both meetings were attended by members of the public.

The new subdivision regulations have three main drivers for the update:
1. Changes required by State Statutes because of legislative changes/updates
2. Moving regulations from zoning to subdivision regulations for consistency and a single point of reference
3. Changes /additions to the subdivision regulations requested by other City and County Departments.

See Attachments for a short run-down of each section of the proposed amendments to the subdivision regulations.
Also attached are the handouts for the last two public meetings about the pros and cons of residential street lighting,
cul-de-sac limitations and public parkland open frontage.

STAKEHOLDERS
March 26th Planning Board Public Hearing Discussion
There was discussion regarding the cost of creating the street lighting infrastructure, which would be paid for by the
developer.  The cost to maintain electricity for the lights is that of the homeowners via a Light District, which would be
a percentage allocated to each homeowner. Another question that was asked was the type of lighting that would be
required to be installed. The board discussed other potential costs for family transfers, parkland, and roads.

Public Comment:
One individual stated he owns a development company and said the costs to the developer are passed on to the
homeowner. The city pays for lighting costs if associated with an arterial street, the state pays if it is a designated US
Hwy.  Mr. Wilde also stated, if only a portion of an arterial street lies by a new subdivision, it would not make sense
to have sporadic lighting.  This section should be taken out of the regulations entirely. 



Staff stated that the board may make a recommendation to withdraw new language from the regulations that is not
required by legislative updates or new processes.

Mr. Steve Simonson stated that owning a home is the cornerstone of building wealth.  Some regulation changes will
increase housing costs and cause people to not be able to afford to purchase a home. Realtors and Home Builders
are asking for more time to answer questions and consider changes being proposed.

The Planning Board made a motion to delay action on the proposed amended subdivision regulations for 60 days. The
motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

Sun
The planning board held a meeting May 29th, after the 60 day delay they asked for in March, to discuss the proposed
amended subdivision regulations. There were two people there that commented. One person spoke in favor of the
proposed amendments to the subdivision regulations and stated that lighting in residential developments is a good
step toward more safety and CPTED recommendations. The second person spoke positively about the amended
subdivision regulations with the exception of lights being required in residential development. They felt it would add
too much to the cost of lots. 

As is noted, the development community is the most directly affected by the changes proposed to the regulations.
There are benefits to the community overall as well to increase consistency of requirements, clarity and some long-
term development improvements for future subdivisions. However, the main focus of staff is to ensure the developers
and firms that assist in development applications are aware of the changes and will operate under the new
requirements in an informed and consistent manner.

The other public input opportunities included:

On March 12, the Planning Board held a discussion meeting about the proposed updated subdivision regulations.
Staff gave a presentation to the board going through each section of the regulations.
A public hearing was held on March 26, 2024, at which time the Planning Board delayed the subdivision
regulation updates 60 days.
The Planning Department, Engineering and Parks have had two other public meetings to further discuss the
proposed updates and additions to the subdivision regulations. Those meetings took place on April 23 and May
7. Both meetings were attended by members of the public.

The main topic of discussion at the meetings was lighting required in residential subdivisions. The argument was that
this item would add extra cost to the purchasers of land in the subdivision. It was felt that residential lighting should
not be required. One option mentioned was to have residential street lighting as an option but not required. There was
one individual that felt street lighting would be a positive requirement. Residential street lighting would provide
visibility and additional safety for neighborhoods.

Attached to this staff report are the documents provided at the two meetings that took place on April 23 and May 7.

 

ALTERNATIVES
The Billings City Council is reviewing and discussing the subdivision regulations at this Work Session. At a future
regular business meeting, the Council may:

Approve of the regulations, or
Approve the regulations with specific Planning Board / City Council approved amendments; or
Recommend denial of the regulations.

Given that some of the changes are state-required legislative changes, it is important to make sure that they are
recognized as different from local proposed amendments if proposed changes are made. The legislative changes
need to be included in the amendments to align with state law.

FISCAL EFFECTS
There will be no fiscal effects on the Planning Division because of the Subdivision Regulation updates.

Attachments
Brief overview of each section
Letter of support for amended subdivision regulations



Pros and cons of lightingPros and cons of Cul de sacs
Pros and cons of park access
Northwest energy light pole comparison
Lighting installation options/comparison
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The new subdivision regulations have three main drivers for the subdivision regulations update. 

1. Changes required by State Statutes because of legislative changes/updates 

2. Moving regulations from zoning to subdivision regulations 

3. Changes to the subdivision regulations requested by other City Departments. 

 

City Section 23-100 

 

General Provisions: 

No changes to this part of the subdivision regulations. 

 

City Section 23-200 

 

Definitions: 

There are some updates and new definitions. They either clarify by providing the correct current 

name or definition of the section. Some definitions are completely new based on the new 

legislature requirements, or clearly defining an item such as, Multi-Modal Trail Types, Parkland 

Amenities and Phased Development. 

 

City Section 23-300 

 

Subdivision Review Procedures: 

This section of the subdivision regulations goes through subdivision processes. This one had a 

lot of clean up in it because the current regulations tell you how many paper copies need to be 

submitted with every subdivision process. Those submittals are now done electronically and do 

not require a paper submittal. 

 

Expedited Review for Certain Subdivisions. 

This section also contains the new legislature requirements for subdivision processes. There is 

the new Expedited Review for Certain Subdivisions. This option gives the developer the 

opportunity to have an expedited review of a subdivision with 6 or more lots. The up-front 

process is the same as a major subdivision and requires pre-app, completeness and sufficiency 

review and departmental review then resubmittal of all documents which starts the maximum 35 

working days to go through the planning board and then go before the governing body. HB0211 

 

Minor Subdivisions Qualifying for Administrative Review 

The administrative review is the same process as a minor subdivision with a pre-app, 

completeness and sufficiency, then submittal to the Planning Department. It is reviewed by staff 

and an administrative result is determined, approved, conditionally approved or denied. Once the 

determination is made then the planning staff mails a letter to each property owner of record 

whose property is immediately adjoining the land included in the preliminary plat and each 

purchaser under contract for deed of property immediately adjoining the land included in the 

Preliminary Plat. 

 

If, and only if, a party objects to the Planning Director or designee's decision to approve, 

conditionally approve, or deny an administrative minor subdivision, the party may request, in 
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writing, that the subdivision administrator forward the application on to the governing body. 

SB0170 

 

What was previously known as an Expedited Subdivision is now called an Abbreviated Review. 

 

The exemption Gift or Sale to family member, can now be done within a subdivision. SB0158 

 

City Section 23-400 

 

Development Requirements: 

 

This section is where what was in zoning, Size and Orientation, Block Length and Perimeter is 

proposed to be moved to subdivision.  

 

There are a few other items in this section that have been updated or modified to be clearer on 

what is required for subdivisions.  

 

In this section at a public meeting held with engineers and developers present the most 

discussion was around the two items below. In the two meetings held after the delay proposed by 

the planning board the greatest opposition was to the requirement proposed for street lighting. 

 

14. Residential Street lights shall be designed by a licensed professional engineer in 

accordance with the American National Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting RP-8, 

current edition. 

 

 New Street Lighting 

 

 a) Residential Light Fixture Configuration.  Street light fixtures installed after the effective 

date of these regulations shall be equipped with full cutoff optics, and positioned to 

minimize any glare source and not create light spillover 

b) Mercury Vapor Bulbs or Lamps.  Mercury Vapor bulbs or lamps may not be used in 

Residential street lights installed after the effective date of this ordinance.  LED type 

luminaires shall be utilized in new street lights. 

c) Residential Street light mounting Height.  Residential Street Light fixtures installed after 

the effective date of this ordinance shall not be mounted higher than 30 feet above 

grade. 

  

Exceptions to (a), (b), and (c): 

1) Traffic signals and other traffic safety and control devices 

2) Historic streetlights 

 

Cul-de-sac streets in subdivisions 

 

a. Permanent cul-de-sac streets may not represent more than 20% of total roadway 

miles in a subdivision unless approved by a variance.  
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1. Exceptions to this do not require a variance but can be approved 

administratively. Exception provision are: 

• Infill projects where a dead-end cul-de-sac is the only viable road 

option.  

• Long narrow parcels that are not wide enough for more than a single 

road that is less than 1,000 feet long.  

• Topography that does not allow for a grid system as outlined in the 

subdivision regulations. 

 

b. Developments with cul-de-sacs, must provide non-motorized access easements that 

connect the ends of cul-de-sacs with future subdivisions, or provide non-motorized 

access to existing or reasonable expected future streets, schools, shopping, parks, 

trails or open space, bus stops and community facilities.  

 

Some language was removed from city subdivision regulations because they were in 

reference to wells and septic systems.  

 

City Section 23-500 

 

Guarantee of Public Improvements: 

 

This section includes Phased Development. State legislation, a few years ago, changed phased 

development to require a public hearing with each opening of a phase. Legislation in 2023 

amended the process of phasing: All phases included within the phasing plan, if completed within 

5 years of final plat approval, are not required to go through the public hearing process. They 

will only be required to obtain a “Release and Certificate” to open each phase. If the subdivider 

applies to open any phase after 5 years of the approval of the final plat, then the governing body 

will hold a public hearing in order to determine whether changed circumstances justify 

amending any conditions of approval or imposing additional conditions of approval. HB0211 

 

City Section 23-600 

 

Developments Providing Multiple Spaces for Rent or Lease for Recreational Vehicles, 

Mobile Homes, and Manufactured Homes: 

 

This section is for developments for lease or rent, mobile home parks, RV parks. This chapter 

has edits to clarify existing requirements and update references to fire code. 

 

City Section 23-700 

 

Cluster Developments and Planned Neighborhood Developments: 

 

This section referred to cluster development and planned neighborhood developments. Cluster 

development has had some edits for clarification and the planned neighborhood developments 

portion is proposed to be removed because that is covered in the current zoning code. 
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City Section 23-800 

 

Condominiums and Townhomes 

 

This section is unchanged 

 

City Section 23-900 

 

Environmental Assessment: 

 

There are no changes in this section.  

 

City Section 23-1000 

 

Dedication of Parks, Trails, and Open Space: 

 

The parks section has been modified to define more clearly what is acceptable parkland and what 

is not. In the definitions section of the subdivision regulations a short list of Parkland Amenities 

has been included.  There is also clarification and more information about Linear Park 

dedications.  

 

Street frontage requirements for parks is 200 continuous, linear, feet for each 

park of one acre, and 30 feet of frontage for every acre after that.  The 30 feet 

segments are not required to be continuous with the original 200 feet. Example: 

5-acre park requires 200 linear feet for first acre and 4 x 30 =120 for the others 

for a total of 320 linear feet. The developer shall coordinate park street frontage 

openings with the City of Billings Parks Department before the preliminary plat 

is completed. Minimum width for additional accesses into parkland shall be 30 

feet. If the parkland dedication requirement is under 1 acre the required street 

frontage will be a percentage of the one acre minimum. Minimum street frontage 

is 60 linear feet for parks less than 1 acre.  
 
For example: If 20,000 square feet is what is required by sub regs, 20,000 

divided by 43,560 equals 46%. 200 times 46% equals 92 feet of frontage. 

 

City Section 23-1100 

 

Administrative Provisions: 

There was one edit to this section removing reference to the county in city subdivision 

regulations. 

 

City Section  

 

Appendices: because all subdivision forms and templates are on line the appendices are proposed 

to be removed. The exception to that is the reference to the subdivision Evasion Criteria. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning Board recommends to the City Council the adoption of the amended subdivision 

regulations.  





Purpose for Recommended Changes
The purposes of these regulations are to promote the public health, safety and general welfare by reducing 

the risk from accidents, and increase safety by providing a well-lit public space in neighborhoods
MCA 76-2-501 (1.b)

PROS
install street lights at the time of development

CONS
install street lights at the time of development

Recommendation 
Recommendation: Planning staff recommends requiring the installation of street lights on public or 
private streets in new residential subdivisions Section 23-406.B.14

Requiring Street Lighting

• Cuts crime by increasing natural
surveillance of public activity on the
street

• Lowers accidents by increasing visibility
of potential walking or driving hazards

• Reduced cost to install at start of
development

• Energy efficient options - e.g solar,
motion sensors, led lighting

• Provides a safe space for walking or
arriving home after work, school or
recreation

• Increased property value and
marketability

• Builds neighborhood cohesion

• Up front costs passed on to home 
buyers

• On going cost of maintenance and 
energy to home owner

• Decreased night sky visibility
• Disruptive for some wildlife
• Incorrect choice of lighting fixture can 

cause glare
• Natural sleep/wake cycles for people 

may be disrupted

2024 Subdivision Revisions 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0030/part_0050/section_0010/0760-0030-0050-0010.html


Purpose for Recommended Changes
The purposes of these regulations are to promote the public health, safety and general welfare by the 

coordination of roads within subdivided land with the existing and planned transportation network and avoid 
and minimize traffic congestion” MCA 76-2-501 (1.b)

PROS 
limit number and length of cul-de-sac streets 

CONS
limit number and length of cul-de-sac streets

Recommendation 

Recommendation: Planning staff recommends changing the maximum length of a cul-de-sac 
street from 600 ft to 1,000 ft - Section 23-406.A.5

Recommendation:  The Planning staff recommends limiting the combined length of cul-de-sac 
streets in a subdivision to no more than 20 to 25 percent of the combined length of all streets - 
Section 23-406.B.16 

Recommendation: Planning staff recommends the limitation include criteria where exceptions are 
allowed on the limits for cul-de-sac streets - Section 23-406.B.16  

2024 Subdivision Revisions 
Limiting Cul-de-Sac Streets

 Lots on cul-de-sac streets are in high
demand

 Reduced perception of safety on
connected streets

 High visibility between neighbors on cul-
de-sac streets

 Less traffic on cul-de-sac street

 Larger back yards for lots on cul-de-sac
streets

 Creates mini-community

 Reduced noise

 Increase connections with neighbors

 More accessible for public services

 Puts less traffic on arterial streets

 Cost of public services and maintenance
is lower per residence

 Allows for future connections to new
developments

 More room for on-street parking

 Safer access and improved ability to
leave in an emergency

 Fosters neighborhood cohesion and
resilience

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0030/part_0050/section_0010/0760-0030-0050-0010.html


Purpose for Recommended Changes
The purposes of these regulations are to promote the public health, safety and general welfare by the 

promotion of adequate open spaces for travel, light, air, and recreation.  MCA 76-3-501 (1.b)

 Up-front cost will increase cost of new
lots

 Parks will have to maintain more street
frontage

 Fewer public parks in new subdivisions
(builder chooses cash-in-lieu of parkland
dedication)

 Fewer public parks will increase social
isolation and loneliness

 Fewer public parks will decrease public
health by reducing recreational activity

Recommendation 

Recommendation Planning staff recommends the adoption of minimum street frontage for public 
parks in subdivisions - Section 23-1002.C.1

Access for Public Parks 

 Promotes public health by enhancing
access to parks

 Increases natural surveillance of
public park spaces = public safety

 Improves access for proper
maintenance of parks

 Improves neighborhood "ownership"
of park space - vandalism and other
crime is reduced

 Eliminates perceptions of fear or
opportunities for crime to occur

 Reduces the number of isolated
places where crime can take place
unseen

2024 Subdivision Revisions 

PROS 
minimum public street frontage for public parks 

CONS
minimum public street frontage for public parks 
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