
West Billings Neighborhood Plan Update

December 2, 2024
• Update of 20 0 1 Wes t B i llings  Plan

• Draft Plan Them es

• Montana Land Us e Planning Act

• Future Land Us e Map Overview

• Future Land Us e Categories

• Future Hous ing Projections

• Future Land Us e Map Work s hops

• Upcom ing Dates



2001 Themes and Goals

Theme 1: Planned Growth 

GOAL 1 - Establish development patterns that use land more efficiently 

GOAL 2 - Develop Municipal Water and Wastewater Facilities and Other Public Services to 

Support Urban Growth in West Billings 

GOAL 3 - Enhance the Efficiency and Quality of Service from Utility Providers through the 

Coordination of Utility Land Use, and Transportation Planning 



2001 Themes and Goals
Theme 2: Appropriate Land Utilization: Urbanization of 

  Agricultural Land and Minimizing Conflicts Between 

 Gravel Extraction and Residential Development 

GOAL 1 - Plan for the Orderly and Efficient Urbanization of Agricultural Lands 

GOAL 2 - Identify Gravel Resource Land for Commercial Gravel Extraction, Minimize the 

Detrimental Effects of Gravel Extraction on the Environment and Other Land Uses, 

and Planned for the Eventual Post-Extractive Use of Gravel Sites 



2001 Themes and Goals
Theme 3: Achieving A Distinctive Community Character 

GOAL 1 - Create Developments in West Billings that Are Compatible with Their Surroundings 

and Provide a Safe and Desirable Environment for Residents, Shoppers, Workers, 

and Visitors 

GOAL 2 - Achieve, over Time, an Overall Sense of Community Continuity and Compatibility. 

Clearly Define and Establish a Distinctive Character for West Billings 

GOAL 3 - Ensure that the Reconstruction of Shiloh Road and All New Development 

Neighboring Shiloh Road Is Designed to a Special Standard Reflecting Its Function 

as an Entryway into West Billings and the Entire Billings Community. 



2001 Themes and Goals
Theme 4: Enhancement of Public Safety, Open Space, Waterways, 

 and Scenic Resources 

GOAL 1 - Identify and Protect Open Spaces, Flood Channels, Waterways, and Scenic 

Resources in West Billings 

GOAL 2 - Develop Parks in Conjunction with Schools to Achieve Joint-Use Facilities with 

Larger Recreational Areas 

GOAL 3 - Promote Long-Range Interdisciplinary and Interagency Planning to Identify and 

Acquire, in Advance of Subdivision Development, One (or More) Large Parcels of 

Land for Development of a Multifunctional Community Park 

GOAL 4 - New Parklands Should Benefit Both the Individual Neighborhood and the Overall 

Community Park and Linear Open Space System 



Draft Updated Plan Themes
2001 Themes 2024 Guiding Principles

Planned Growth
Encourage a mix of residential, 
commercial, and employment uses that 
support the transition from urban to 
suburban to rural areas.Appropriate Land Utilization

Achieving A Distinct Community 
Character

Create places (centers/nodes/anchors) 
with integrated uses that are distinctive 
and contribute to increasing the 
community’s vitality

Enhancement of Public Safety, Open 
Space, Waterways, and Scenic Resources

Build a safe, healthy, and adaptable 
community

Create a balanced and connected 
transportation network



2001 Land Use 
Plan 



Montana Land Use Planning Act 
Based on the Governor’s Housing Task Force (2022)
 Increase housing supply through regulatory changes, 

incentives, and investment 

Montana Land Use Planning Act Requirements for Land Use Plans 
• Plan for a 20-year horizon 

• Plan project housing needs through 2045

• Quantify existing and projected needed housing types 

• Identify the number of housing units

• Identify the types of housing needed based on the estimated population

• Inventory of sites available to meet needed housing types 
 Reflect the anticipated and preferred pattern and intensities of development 
 General distribution, location, and extent of residential, commercial, mixed, 
 industrial, agricultural, recreational, and conservation uses of land 



Future Land Use Plan Examples: Georgetown, TX



Future Land Use Plan Examples: Plano, TX



Future Land Use Plan Examples: Overland Park, KS



Future Land Use and Zoning



Draft Land Use Categories
Rural Res idential

• Agricultural
• Large Lot 

Res idential

General 
Res idential

• Exis ting 
S ubdivis ions

• New s uburban 
s tyle 
developments

• Two-Four Unit 
buildings

• Limited 
Commercial 
Nodes

Res idential 
Mixed

• Mixed Hous ing 
Types

• S ingle Family 
• Multi Family
• Walkable
• Commercial is  

nodes  and other 
key locations

Com m ercial 
Mixed

• Larger s cale 
places  walkable 
from  
neighborhoods

• Mix of 
com m ercial, 
office, multi-
unit 
developm ents

Heavy 
Com m ercial

• Indus trial s ite
• Vehicle 

dependent 
com m ercial

• Large S cale
• Low ris e 

buildings
• Acces s  to 

trans portation 
network

Parks  and Open 
S pace

• Regional Parks
• Recreation 

Areas
• Natural or 

s ens itive lands
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Land Use and Zoning Compatibility



Population & Housing Projections 
Population Projections

20 0 0 20 21
20 45 

Projected
20 20 -20 45 

Cha nge
S tudy Area 6,226           16,18 2          3 0 ,770                   14,58 8  
MPO Planning Area 112092 142,358          190,98 6                      48 ,628  

Hous ing Needs

20 0 0 20 21
20 45 

Projected
20 20 -20 45 

Cha nge
S tudy Area 2,155            6,644                      13 ,444             6,8 0 0  
MPO Planning Area 58 ,8 15                          78 ,8 14             20,000 

As s um es  a 30% capture rate of population growth and new hous ing units



Housing Needs
US  Cens us  2023 Es timates  for owner-occupied and renter-occupied units  
cons idered cos t burdened*

71% 78 %

53 %

29% 22%

43%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

ALL OWNERS RENTERS

Yellows tone County Hous ing Cos t

Total not cos t burdened Total Hous eholds  cos t burdened

*Monthly hous ing cos ts  as  a percentage of hous ehold income  is  30% or more

“When it comes down to 
it, the health and well-
being of families, our 
communities, our 
businesses and our 
economy rely on access 
to affordable, attainable 
housing,” (Governor) 
Gianforte said. 
“Hardworking Montanans 
should be able to live in 
the communities where 
they work.”



Analysis





Transportation Network



Land Use Base Map Workshop



Draft Land Use Map & Goals

12/5/24 Draft Goals and FLUM to Staff

12/6/24 12/11/24 Staff Review

12/12/24 12/17/24 Prepare Public Draft of FLUM

12/17/2024 Issue Public Draft of FLUM and Goals 

12/17/24 1/31/25 Public Comment Period for FLUM and Goals

12/12/24 1/31/25 Plan Document Drafting

2/1/25 Draft Plan Submittal
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