
AMEND BMCC, ARTICLE      
21-200, SOLID WASTE 

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 



PURPOSE OF CODE AMENDMENTS

Eliminate City 
Cardboard 
Collection 

Program

Update 
Collection 
Standards

Clarify 
Geographic 

Eligibility for 
Landfill Use

Require 
Agreements with 

Solid Waste 
Haulers

Codify Landfill 
Operating Rules

Update Waste 
Definitions

Strengthen 
Enforcement 

Authority

General Code 
Cleanup and 

Modernization



ELIMINATE CITY 
CARDBOARD 
COLLECTION 
PROGRAM



UPDATE COLLECTION STANDARDS
SEC. 21-211

https://canva.link/7kzicr59tmjaqcw

https://canva.link/7kzicr59tmjaqcw
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UPDATE COLLECTION STANDARDS (CONT.)

Current Code Proposed Code

X
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CLARIFY 
GEOGRAPHIC 
ELIGIBILITY 
FOR LANDFILL 
USE



REQUIRE AGREEMENTS WITH SOLID 
WASTE HAULERS
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CODIFY LANDFILL 
OPERATING RULES

ADDED DEFINITIONS:
• ANIMALS MEANS PETS, LIVESTOCK, AND WILDLIFE UNDER 

CONTROL OF USERS/CUSTOMERS

• CHILDREN MEANS PERSONS 17 YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER

• LANDFILL MEANS THE BILLINGS REGIONAL LANDFILL 
INCLUDING ALL ACCESS ROADS, TIPPING AREAS, AND 
OPERATIONAL ZONES UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT.

• OPERATOR MEANS ANY PERSON DRIVING OR OPERATING A 
VEHICLE AT THE LANDFILL.

• SPEED LIMIT MEANS MAXIMUM SPEED WHILE TRAVELING 
ON LANDFILL ROADS/OPEN AREAS AS POSTED (E.G.15 
MPH).

• USER/CUSTOMER MEANS ANY PERSON BRINGING WASTE 
TO THE LANDFILL.
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UPDATE WASTE DEFINITIONS

Code 
Section

Current Proposed

Sec. 21-201. 
Definitions

Combustible rubbish comprises miscellaneous flammable 
materials. Generally, it is the organic component of rubbish, 
such as paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, furniture, 
bedding, rubber, leather, tree branches, yard trimmings and 
similar material.

Combustible waste means nonhazardous solid waste that is 
capable of burning under ordinary conditions, including paper, 
cardboard, wood, textiles, furniture, rubber, leather, tree 
branches, yard trimmings, and similar materials.

Sec. 21-201. 
Definitions

Building rubbish means the waste materials from construction, 
remodeling and repairs on houses, commercial buildings and 
other structures. It comprises, among a great variety of other 
rejected matter, excavated earth, stones, bricks, plaster, 
wallpaper, lumber, shingles, concrete and waste parts.

Construction and demolition debris means waste generated from 
the construction, remodeling, repair, or demolition of buildings or 
other structures, including excavated soil, stone, brick, plaster, 
drywall, lumber, shingles, concrete, roofing materials, and similar 
materials.

Sec. 21-201. 
Definitions

Noncombustible rubbish comprises miscellaneous solid waste 
materials that are nonflammable at ordinary temperatures. For 
the most part, it is the inorganic component of rubbish, such as 
tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery, dust, metal 
furniture, etc.

Noncombustible waste means nonhazardous solid waste that 
will not readily burn under ordinary conditions, including metals, 
glass, ceramics, mineral materials, concrete, and similar 
materials.
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UPDATE WASTE DEFINITIONS (CONT.)

Code Section Current Proposed
Sec. 21-201. 
Definitions

Solid waste means all trash consisting of everyday 
nonhazardous disposable materials generated by households, 
institutions, industries, and agriculture made up of waste, 
organics, and recyclable materials.

Solid waste means nonhazardous discarded materials 
generated by residential, commercial, institutional, or 
agricultural activities, including garbage, recyclable materials, 
organic waste, yard waste, and similar discarded materials 
accepted by Public Works. Solid waste does not include 
hazardous waste, infectious waste or other materials prohibited 
by this article.  

Sec. 21-201. 
Definitions

Yard rubbish consists of trimmings from trees, shrubs and 
hedges, branches, twigs, limbs, and trunks less than six (6) 
inches at the large end.

Yard waste means leaves, grass clippings, weeds, garden waste, 
tree, shrub, and branch trimmings, not exceeding three (3) feet 
in length, twigs, limbs, and trunks, not exceeding three (3) feet in 
length and six (6) inches in diameter at the largest end.  Yard 
waste does not include dirt, sod, rocks, animal waste, or 
construction debris.

Sec. 21-220. 
Contaminated 
materials and 
asbestos

Disposal of all contaminated material is regulated by the landfill 
acceptance criteria for total and/or total toxicity characteristic 
leaching procedure (TCLP) concentration limits for the following 
parameters: petroleum hydrocarbons, total organic halogens 
(TOX), semi-volatile organics and heavy RCRA metals.

Disposal of all contaminated material is regulated by the 
Landfill Acceptance Criteria for total and/or toxicity 
characteristic leaching procedure (TCLP) concentration limits to 
determine if the material qualifies as hazardous or non-
hazardous material. Any material characterized as hazardous 
material per Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCA) 
regulations will not be accepted. 
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STRENGTHEN 
ENFORCEMENT 

AUTHORITY
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GENERAL CODE CLEANUP AND MODERNIZATION

• CHANGED VERBIAGE REGARDING 
CONTAINERS

• REMOVED “BLACK” AND “GREEN”

• COMMERCIAL = CONTAINER

• RESIDENTIAL = CART

• MODERNIZED/CLEANED UP VERBIAGE

• OTHER MINOR WORDING CHANGES
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NEXT STEPS

Feedback from CouncilTonight

Communication Campaign7/24/26 – 
10/31/26

Ordinance First Reading8-10-26

Ordinance Second Reading8-24-26

Amended Ordinance Effective9-24-26



THANK YOU
CONNECT WITH US ONLINE:
BILLINGSMTPUBLICWORKS.GOV

      @BILLINGSMTPUBLICWORKS
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