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GENERAL 

1. What is this meeting for? 

The Alternatives Public Information Meetings held in January 2022 gave interested persons an 

opportunity to review project alternatives, ask questions, and provide comments related to the 

proposed widening of Florida’s Turnpike from south of I-595 to Wiles Road.  

 

2. Why is this project needed? Why are you even considering adding 4 more lanes? With work at 

home and Covid being endemic in the long run, why do we need to expand now? 

Florida’s Turnpike Mainline through Broward County is a vital north-south corridor serving 
commuters, freight, recreational trips, and visitors.   The Mainline and I-95 are the only north-
south freeway facilities that connect Miami-Dade County and Palm Beach County.   The corridor 
supports short-distance commutes within Broward County, commuters traveling between Palm 
Beach County and Miami-Dade County, and long-distance travelers to the Florida Keys and 
Orlando.  

Traffic growth on the Turnpike Mainline has persisted through years due to new 
residential/commercial development, redevelopment, and growth in tourism and freight 
movements in the South Florida region.   From 2000 to 2019, traffic volumes have an annual 
growth rate of 2.74% per year north of Atlantic Boulevard. Travel demand models show that 
traffic volumes north of Atlantic Boulevard are expected to increase by 1.5% per year until the 
year 2045.   

Currently, there is moderate to severe congestion during the morning and afternoon rush hours 
along the Turnpike and at interchange ramps.  It should be noted that Florida’s Turnpike did 
experience a drop in congestion during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, however we are 
seeing congestion return to nearly pre-pandemic levels.  If nothing is done, there will be more 
stop-and-go traffic, longer delays, and more crashes.  

The purpose and need for widening of the Turnpike Mainline is to add lanes to enhance safety, 
accommodate future (2045) transportation demand, improve travel time reliability, improve 
regional connectivity, and enhance emergency response and evacuation.   

 

3. Why would a public hearing be scheduled for late summer when most seasonal residents would 
not be able to attend? 
The Public Hearing was moved out to allow more time to review community feedback and is 
anticipated to be held in the first quarter of 2023.The Public Hearing will be held in a hybrid 
format, similar to the Alternatives Public Information Meeting, where the public can participate 
in-person or through a computer. This means that no matter where a person resides, they can 
participate in the public hearing. Both in-person and virtual participants will be able to provide a 
verbal comment during the public comment period. All interested persons will be able to 
provide a written comment for the Public Hearing record via mail or online through the project 
website. All comments provided in-person or virtually, verbally or in writing, carry equal weight. 
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4. Will I be able to travel on the Turnpike during the improvement? How will the time be 

impacted? Will there be an issue during Hurricane season, with evacuation if a storm arises or 

will there be delays due to being under construction? 

If the build alternative is chosen, you will be able to travel on the Turnpike during construction. 

If any lane closures are necessary, they would most likely occur at night to avoid impacting 

traffic during rush hour.  It is expected that the same number of lanes would remain open to 

traffic during construction through all times of the year including hurricane season. 

 

5. Is the project coordinating with Broward public Transportation? With the Gas company? 

We have been coordinating with Broward County as well as Florida Gas Transmission (FGT).  

 
DRAINAGE 

1. What studies will be done on storm drain flow in light of projected dramatic increases in 

frequency and severity of storms due to climate change? 

Any future modifications to the Turnpike drainage system will be evaluated, designed, and 

constructed in accordance with all current, local, and state requirements. 

 

2. Will the canal be put back that was filled in that ran parallel to the turnpike just south of Sunrise 

Blvd.? Will the construction affect the wall and canal on the west side of the turnpike? I am a 

resident on Redwood Circle. 

Yes, the existing noise wall and canal will be affected if the build alternative is chosen, as shown 

in the second roll plot on the website. Right of way is needed from the water management 

district, not the residential properties, and the existing noise wall will be replaced. To better 

understand, please visit www.Turnpike595toWiles.com, scroll down to “Documents”, then 

“Alternatives Public Information Meeting”, and then “Overall Corridor Improvement Map 2 of 

7”. 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

1. When will we know which alternatives are selected? 
The preferred project alternative will be presented for public input at a Public Hearing 
anticipated to be held in the first quarter of 2023. If you received a prior invitation for a public 
meeting, then you are already on our mailing list and will be notified about the Public Hearing. If 
you did not receive a notification, then please send an email to Jazlyn.Heywood@dot.state.fl.us 
requesting to be added to the mailing list.  

 
PROPERTY VALUES, TAXES & COMPENSATION 

1. Was cost to homeowner’s home value considered? How will this impact home value in South 

Coconut Creek?   

Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise (Enterprise) does not provide opinions on potential future property 

values.  The Enterprise only appraises those properties that are needed for purchase for its 

http://www.turnpike595towiles.com/
mailto:Jazlyn.Heywood@dot.state.fl.us
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projects. The right-of-way requirements for this project will be developed/refined during the 

design phase. 

 

2. Would we pay higher taxes on our property with this new widening road? Will this project affect 

the property taxes?   

Because Florida’s Turnpike is a self-supporting, user-financed toll road, the tolls collected 

generate the revenue necessary to fund roadway projects such as the widening of I-595 to Wiles 

Road, and other projects throughout the state, without using tax dollars. Reinvesting all 

revenues from tolls into the roadway system allow projects to be planned and built years before 

enough tax dollars could be collected to keep up with demand. Hence, Florida’s Turnpike 

projects do not affect taxes or taxpayers. 

 
3. How do you compensate individuals who are impacted but outside the State right-of-way? How 

does the Turnpike Authority intend to compensate homeowners for the value lost by the 

turnpike expansion being so very close? How and when will we be compensated for our units? 

Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise only appraises those properties that are required for its projects. 

The right-of-way requirements for this project will be developed/refined during the design 

phase. If a property is identified as being required for the construction of the project, the 

property owner will be contacted by a FDOT appraiser during the design phase. 

PROJECT FUNDING, PHASES & APPROVAL 

1. What would be the sources of funding? Federal, State (our taxes), or solely from Toll income? 

The project will be funded through toll and concession revenues collected on Florida’s Turnpike 

facilities.  

 

2. Regardless of alternative chosen does funding exist for design and construction?   

Currently, there is no funding for design or construction.  

 

3. Who ultimately approves this project?  

After the Public Hearing is conducted, the final PD&E document will then be provided to the 

Executive Director of Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise for approval. If the Build alternative is 

approved, the project will move into the design phase.  

 

4. Can you separate the interchanges from the additional lanes for funding? 

Due to the size and scope of the proposed project, it will move forward in segments based on 

priority. Future phases of the potential projects include Design, Right of Way and Construction. 

The PD&E phase is the only phase that is currently funded. 

 

5. What is federal input to this project? 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is not involved in this project.  
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6. How long will it take to complete the project? When will the project start? When do you 

anticipate the road expansion reaching Coconut Creek Blvd? 

Currently, there is no funding for the project beyond the PD&E study phase; therefore, no 

timelines for Right of Way, Design, and Construction have been developed. 

 

7. When will you be purchasing the old golf course for the Oakland Park Blvd interchange? Will you 

be buying the whole property?  

Currently, no future project phases are funded. If the interchange alternative is chosen as the 

build alternative and funding becomes available, the final design phase that includes right of 

way would follow. Further analysis needs to be completed prior to knowing if the whole parcel is 

needed for the project.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

1. Is anyone looking at the quality of the air? 

An air quality analysis will be documented in an Air Quality Technical Memorandum and made 

available for public review prior to the Public Hearing.  

 

2. What quality of life will be had? What effect will the proposed expansion of the Florida Turnpike 

to our current standard of living? 

The expansion of the Florida’s Turnpike would help reduce congestion, cars idling for long 

periods of time, travel times, and accidents, which improves the quality of life for residents. At 

the same time, we are evaluating potential natural, cultural, physical, and social impacts as a 

result of the project and will identify ways to mitigate or offset those impacts. The results of the 

study will be presented at the Public Hearing. 

 

3. Why can’t the additional lanes for the expansion be on the east side instead of the west side? 

Why are you placing the extra lanes on the Coconut Creek side? Why not expand on east side of 

turnpike and readjust utilities instead of inconveniencing residents and creating noise, 

pollution? Although I realize that it would be costly, why can’t the road be widened on the 

opposite side, away from the residential community? 

In response to community feedback, we compared three widening alternatives for the section of 

Turnpike from south of Atlantic Boulevard to Wiles Road; one that widens the Turnpike to the 

west within existing right of way, another that widens the Turnpike on a center alignment, and a 

third that widens the Turnpike to the east. All three alternatives would provide the same 

number of lanes.  Also, the noise impacts would be comparable in all three options after 

mitigating with noise barriers. The center and east widening alternatives result in significant 

relocations of both residential and commercial property owners.  The west widening alternative 

requires no relocations and results in the least impacts to the region.   
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4. Has there been a completely new environmental impact study to how moving four lanes west 

will affect the quality of life of resident? Have you done an environmental impact study? 

Environmental analyses performed in this PD&E Study will identify the project’s potential effect 

on social, cultural, natural, and physical resources, along with potential mitigation measures. 

The resulting documentation will be available for public review prior to the Public Hearing. 

FLORIDA GAS TRANSMISSION 

1. How are scheduled improvements and expansion of Turnpike Interchange ramps allowed to 

occur within the main line gas easement? 

The Enterprise and FGT have coordinated on many projects. FGT understands the need for 

localized crossing of ramps over their facilities and recognizes that the ramp crossings do not 

adversely impact the operation and maintenance of the pipelines. However, longitudinal 

roadway encroachments (e.g., pavement, walls, bridges and drainage pipes) into the FGT 

easement do impact the operation and maintenance of the pipelines and impede FGT’s access 

to their facilities. 

 
POTENTIAL PROPERTY IMPACTS  

1. How will the project affect our property? Will residential properties be taken for this road 

widening? I live in Hawaiian Gardens Phase Two, how will this affect me? I live on the west side 

of Turnpike just south of Commercial Blvd, how would this widening affect my home? I cannot 

find any maps of any proposed takings or construction to see if this impacts my property. What 

kind of direct impact does this have to homes and businesses that are in close proximity to the 

turnpike already? What are the proposed changes near and around the Pompano Beach service 

plaza? My home is located on the southbound side of the Florida Turnpike – will I have to move? 

How close will the construction be near my home since we live already pretty close to the 

turnpike? My property backs up to Turnpike with 18 ft. wall in between; how will this project 

impact the wall and my property?  

Conceptual plans that show proposed improvements and the potential impacts to adjacent 

parcels are available for review on the project website, www.turnpike595towiles.com under 

‘Documents’ or in the ‘Public Meeting Exhibit Room’. A legend, provided on each plan, defines 

the symbols and line types used on the concept plans.  For example, the legend identifies the 

line type and color used to show the existing and proposed limited and non-limited access right 

of way lines.  

2. Will this cause any homes in Lauderhill to be relocated?  

The proposed Sunrise Blvd interchange modifications will require six residential relocations. The 

project alternatives will be further refined and developed in detail during the design phase.  

3. Can you review again, potential impacts to Plantation Harbor, on the West side of the Turnpike, 

just north of 595?  

Adjacent to Plantation Harbor, the proposed Turnpike widening will occur within existing 

Turnpike right of way. 

http://www.turnpike595towiles.com/
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4. Regarding Alternative #2 for the Commercial Blvd interchange - How is this proposed to be 

accomplished? Is it at grade or will it be elevated?  How will they maintain the construction work 

zone without impacting our one way in and one way out street? 

If Alternative 2 at Commercial Blvd moves forward, the new southbound off-ramp on the west 

side of Turnpike will be elevated prior to connecting with Commercial Blvd.  The proposed 

improvements on Commercial Blvd at the junction of NW 48th Lane/NW 56th Court (one-way in 

and one-way out street) is limited to sidewalk addition, guardrail adjustments and 

resurfacing.  During construction, the junction will be maintained except for limited nighttime 

lane closures (not total closure) for resurfacing work.  

 

5. Will the southbound on ramp and exit ramp to Sample Road be changed from the current 

design?  

If the build alternative is chosen for this interchange, the proposed improvements change the 

current interchange configuration. The proposed interchange changes the partial cloverleaf 

design to a tight diamond interchange for the southbound ramps. Please refer to the graphic on 

the website at www.Turnpike595toWiles.com, scroll down to “Documents”, then “Alternatives 

Public Information Meeting”, and then “Sample Rd Interchange”. 

 

6. What are the modifications projected to the exit on both side of Oakland, the Oakland bridge 

and on the 36th and 35th street? Will the south side of the turnpike be affected? If so, what will 

be the impact? Where would an exit ramp be constructed at Oakland Park Blvd?  

Currently, there is no exit from the Turnpike to Oakland Park Blvd. If the build alternative is 

chosen, a grade separated full access interchange would be built just north of Oakland Park 

Blvd.  This interchange would connect to Rock Island Road through a ramp connector road. Rock 

Island Road would be realigned to the west to receive the ramp connector.  The intersection at 

Rock Island Road and Oakland Park Blvd. would be modified. The existing Oakland Park Blvd. 

bridge would be replaced and located slightly south from its current location. 35th and 36th 

Streets would not be affected. Please refer to the concept plan on the website at 

www.Turnpike595toWiles.com, scroll down to “Documents”, then “Alternatives Public 

Information Meeting”, and then “Oakland Park Blvd. Interchange”. 

 

UTILITIES 
 

1. When was FGT installed alongside the TPK from I-595 to Sawgrass in Broward County? 
Within the study limits, the 18” FGT gas pipeline was installed in 1959, the 24” gas pipeline was 
installed in 1968 and the 36” gas pipeline was installed in 2008. 

2. Why couldn’t the gas lines have been installed on the west side? 
For information about the gas pipeline installation, please contact Terry Coleman, Senior Right 
of Way Representative for Florida Gas Transmission by phone at (407)838-7054 or by email at 
terry.coleman@energytransfer.com.  

http://www.turnpike595towiles.com/
http://www.turnpike595towiles.com/
mailto:terry.coleman@energytransfer.com
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3. Why was a legal agreement entered into with the FGT? 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and Florida Gas Transmission Company, LLC 
(FGT) entered into a legal agreement to establish and clarify the limits, uses, and obligations of 
FDOT and FGT regarding the Natural Gas Pipeline Easement. 

4. Why can’t the gas lines be relocated to the west under the existing right of way?  Instead of 
having to relocate outside the existing right of way.  
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and Florida Gas Transmission Company, LLC 
(FGT) entered into a legal agreement to establish and clarify the limits, uses, and obligations of 
FDOT and FGT regarding the Natural Gas Pipeline Easement. 

Section 5 of the Agreement states that a “suitable location” (for relocation of the affected 
Turnpike Easement Facility) shall mean “the nearest practical location to FGT’s existing Pipeline 
Facilities that is outside the right of way of Florida’s Turnpike and is in FGT’s sole discretion: (1) 
unencumbered and free of obstructions and (2) substantially equivalent to the existing Turnpike 
Easement Facility location for the purpose of Pipeline Operations. “ 

There have been limited instances (e.g., approaching or through interchanges) where FGT’s 
existing pipeline facilities were relocated within State right of way if all parties agreed. When 
encroaching into the FGT easement is unavoidable and gas pipeline relocation is needed, a new 
pipeline alignment is determined by FGT after their review of the Department’s 90% equivalent 
design plans. Within the study limits, and specifically for the segment from Atlantic Boulevard to 
Wiles Road, the proposed Turnpike widening can be accommodated within the existing State 
right of way without encroaching into the existing FGT easement. 

5. Is the agreement with FGT a public document, and if so, how can we access it? 
The Agreement is a public document and can be accessed using this link – FDOT and FGT 
Agreement and Global Settlement 

 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

1. Will my building be monitored for any structural changes due to the vibration caused by ground 
modification being performed?  
Per the standard practice of the Florida Department of Transportation, the construction 
contractor will be required to monitor existing structures for damage and/or settlement if they 
fall within the following distances from the construction activities: (1) within 200 feet of steel 
sheet pile installation, (2) within 100 feet of steel soldier pile installation, (3) within an estimated 
distance of 60 to 170 feet from bridge pile driving operations (depending on the actual pile 
driving hammer size being used and the type of monitoring involved), or (4) within 75 feet of 
vibratory compaction. 

2. How will noise be handled during construction? How will construction noise affect my life for 4-
5 years, especially at night? What consideration is being given to the noise of construction? 
What impact will it have on noise pollution during construction? 
Our public information team disseminates information to the community during the 
construction process to keep the community informed. In general, we try to minimize the 

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/content/programmanagement/utilities/list/cert/fgt-global.pdf?sfvrsn=4e236a25_0
https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/content/programmanagement/utilities/list/cert/fgt-global.pdf?sfvrsn=4e236a25_0
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adverse effects of construction to both the surrounding community and the traveling public, but 
it is not always possible to avoid adverse effects. The effects of construction noise can be 
addressed by limiting hours of construction where it is practicable to do so, and to dictate that 
contractors limit certain disruptive operations like pile driving, etc., to daytime hours so to 
mitigate the disruption it causes. Many times, daytime pile driving is not possible because of 
traffic volumes and the proximity of the bridge work to traffic.  Generally, paving must be done 
at night for traffic safety because traffic is too heavy to pave during the daytime.  Contractors 
are required to maintain machinery to minimize exhaust noise to the greatest degree possible. 
 

3. Where will all of the construction equipment, material, debris and workers shanties be kept 
during the Coconut Creek Bridge removal and replacement?   
The construction contractor may use public rights of way in the performance of work activities.  
Typically, available Department-owned right of way outside the traffic clear zone is used for 
staging equipment and material.   If available, and at the contractor’s discretion, there have 
been infrequent occasions when the contractor may enter into private agreements to utilize 
nearby open private property for staging. 

4. What is being done to ensure that air quality, pollution and dust remediation be done during the 

construction process?   

The construction contractor must comply with Chapter 403 of the Florida Statutes for control of 
air pollution.  The contractor provides erosion control measures during earthwork operations to 
prevent detrimental effects to public and private property adjacent to the work.  The measures 
include watering disturbed earth haul routes for dust control and stabilizing finished slopes with 
turf. 

 

NOISE 
 
1. Do you intend to install noise walls in there? Will there be a sound wall built to prevent the 

noise? Does this have anything to do with building a wall by the Turnpike? Can anything be done 

to diminish the noise coming from the Turnpike? How is the noise level from widening the 

roadway going to affect my property? How will sound issues be addressed/remediated? What 

sound mitigation is planned? Will anything be done to decrease the noise at Oasis at Palm Aire? 

Will there be noise walls along the turnpike as the street will be closer to the home and the 

noise will be more? Will authority install sound barriers? Has an environmental impact study 

been done with respect to noise?  

A traffic noise analysis will be documented in a Noise Study Report and made available for public 

review prior to the Public Hearing. The analysis will determine if future impacts warrant 

consideration of noise abatement as part of this project. Any noise walls identified as potentially 

feasible and reasonable under federal and state regulations will be further assessed during the 

Design phase. If they then meet FDOT criteria, noise barriers would be built during construction. 

To better understand FTE’s noise analysis process, please review this brief video from the 

Florida Department of Transportation at this link: FDOT FTE Noise Video 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DbdbzGGM6vsk&data=04%7C01%7CJazlyn.Heywood%40dot.state.fl.us%7C45a529fd52f24a93cb0008d9e68f3722%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637794325049788194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yiwMqdLqA0EEoPY0OkpXROwZQKkP%2BvGE%2FPIhH%2BoYPUk%3D&reserved=0
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2. My property backs up to Turnpike with 18 ft. wall in between; how will this project impact noise 

levels? 

Locations with existing noise walls are also evaluated in the PD&E noise analysis. If we 

determine that there are still future noise impacts that exceed FDOT criteria even with those 

existing walls in place, we will evaluate if new or taller noise walls (within the limitations of 

FDOT design standards) can effectively meet FDOT acoustical criteria. 

 

We cannot guarantee during the PD&E phase that existing noise walls will be replaced or 

supplemented by better walls. If the noise study indicates that new or taller noise walls are 

potentially feasible and reasonable, we will commit to further study during the design phase to 

confirm if noise walls are still feasible and reasonable. Only then would noise walls be included 

with construction.  

 

3. Are the noise barriers being built with better noise suppression material? 

We are required under state standards to construct noise barriers from concrete, which have 
enough mass to minimize the transmission of noise through the wall. FDOT has no standards for 
using other materials on noise walls. 

4. Would it be possible to get noise suppression windows in our homes due to our proximity to the 
project? 
FDOT does not have a policy for providing noise abatement measures like insulation, acoustical 
windows, or other similar building improvements at residential properties.  
 

5. How will noise be handled during construction? How will the construction noise affect my life 
for 4-5 years, especially at night? What consideration is being given to the noise of construction? 
What impact will it have on noise pollution during construction? 
Our public information team disseminates information to the community during the 
construction process to keep the community informed. In general, we try to minimize the 
adverse effects of construction to both the surrounding community and the traveling public, but 
it is not always possible to avoid adverse effects. The effects of construction noise can be 
addressed by limiting hours of construction where it is practicable to do so, and to dictate that 
contractors limit certain disruptive operations like pile driving, etc. to daytime hours so to 
mitigate the disruption it causes. Many times, daytime pile driving is not possible because of 
traffic volumes and the proximity of the bridge work to traffic.  Generally, paving must be done 
at night for traffic safety because traffic is too heavy to pave during the daytime.  Contractors 
are required to maintain machinery to minimize exhaust noise to the greatest degree possible. 

6. How will noise impacts to second, third and fourth floor receivers be addressed and mitigated 
for during the construction phase and the ultimate operational phase? 
We are in the process of studying operational noise as part of the PD&E study and communities 
near the Turnpike will be evaluated for future noise impacts. A draft noise study will be made 
available for the Public Hearing, anticipated to be held in the first quarter of 2023.  To predict 
future noise levels associated with the project, we use a computer model that takes into 
account the roadway features, nearby homes, topography, etc. Noise receivers on second, third 
and fourth floors are included in the computer model, accounting for their higher elevation 
above the ground. 
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If your community (including those upper-level residences) is determined to be above the 
specified noise level that we consider for noise walls, we will do a noise wall evaluation. We look 
at the placement location and height of walls within FDOT standards and try to find a concept 
that potentially meets FDOT criteria. We are also looking at alternative construction methods to 
build the highest possible wall closer to the roadway shoulder to more effectively shield traffic 
noise from upper floor units. We attempt to get a 5+ decibel noise reduction at homes behind 
noise walls. It may not be possible to achieve this level of reduction at every upper floor unit. 

If we determine that noise walls potentially meet FDOT criteria, they will be re-studied during a 
future design phase to confirm they still meet the criteria. If that is the case, they would be 
constructed as part of the construction phase. 

7. Where is the 22' measured from for the noise wall height?  
The 22 feet is measured from where the wall meets the ground to the top of the wall. 
 

8. Can noise walls be constructed first?  
For those noise walls proposed near the right of way line, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise considers 
it a best practice to construct them in the first phase of work, typically within the first year of 
construction, concurrent with other improvements. 
 
 

TRAFFIC 

1. Is there a proposal to widen the Sawgrass Expressway? Could it be an alternative to relieve 
congestion? 
A PD&E for the southern 18 miles of the Sawgrass Expressway was completed in 2018.  Several 
design projects to deliver these improvements are underway and funds are programmed to 
begin construction in Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise Five-Year Work Program.  A PD&E study for 
the northern portion of Sawgrass Expressway (from US 441 / SR 7 to Powerline Road) is 
currently underway.  This project also includes the portion of the Turnpike from north of Wiles 
Road (the north limit of this PD&E) extending to Palm Beach County. 

The forecasts for this widening project (from south of I-595 to Wiles Road) assume the 
referenced projects above are in place and demonstrate the need for both.  The Sawgrass 
Expressway and Turnpike serve different travel markets (i.e., trips), with the Sawgrass 
Expressway serving the western communities and the Turnpike serving the central and eastern 
communities.  

2. An alternative way to reduce congestion is limitations on the number of vehicles allowed to 
enter the Turnpike System.  Is this under study?  What about reducing congestion by variable 
pricing based on demand?  Is there a study of that possibility?  The point is that there ARE 
alternatives to the present plans, alternatives that do not have the same negative effects on 
resident. 
A strategy that limits the number of vehicles entering a freeway is called ramp metering.  Ramp 
metering is viable solution that can complement a future expansion but does not address long-
term traffic demand as a stand-alone strategy. Variable pricing was considered by Florida’s 
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Turnpike Enterprise in the past. Variable priced lanes or express lanes were a component of the 
2017 widening proposal for the Turnpike from Atlantic Boulevard to Wiles Road. As a result of 
negative feedback on express lanes deployed on an existing toll facility, Florida’s Turnpike 
Enterprise has changed the policy regarding its use. The current approach is to provide managed 
lanes or Thru Lanes that allow customers to pay the same toll they would pay to travel in all 
other lanes on the toll road.   

3. Let’s say in 2040 you decide you need another widening for 2065. Will you have to widen to the 
east then?  
Based upon Florida Department of Transportation procedures, the study time frame is a 20-year 
horizon.  For this project, the project design year is 2045.  A new PD&E Study will need to be 
conducted after 2045 to evaluate feasible improvements for future year needs. 

4. Regarding Alternative #2 for the Commercial Blvd interchange - Does the proposed lighted 
intersection create additional back up due to the proximity of the light just to the west? Is there 
any TSM&O improvements being looked at to improve traffic flow on Commercial Blvd?  
The referenced new signalized intersection is under the ongoing evaluations.  If there are 
operational issues associated with Alternative 2, then the results will be taken into 
consideration as part of the alternative selection process.  The TSM&O alternative alone cannot 
address the existing and forecasted congestion due to the insufficient roadway and access 
capacity.  Besides the interchange improvements proposed in this study, additional immediate 
new interchange(s) are needed for effectively addressing the on-going and future traffic 
congestion at existing Commercial Blvd. interchange.      

5. Was there no plan to address the area from Wiles to Sawgrass? 
A PD&E study is currently underway for the portion of the Turnpike from Wiles Road north to 
Palm Beach County (Project No. 437153-1).  The limits of that study include Sawgrass 
Expressway from US 441 / SR 7 to Powerline Road.  The Study is coordinating with the SW 10th 
Street project being managed by FDOT District 4. Proposed improvements include widening of 
the Turnpike, completion of the missing movements to and from the east along SW 10th Street 
within the Turnpike and Sawgrass Expressway interchange, and a limited access connection on 
the north side of SW 10th Street (i.e., SW 10th Street Connector) between the Turnpike and I-95.  

6. How will this expansion enhance traffic patterns? 

The project will enhance traffic patterns by adding capacity and new access points while 

reducing traffic congestion. 

 

7. Other than this road building expansion have other approaches been considered to reduce 
congestion such as public transportation, express buses, speed limits, etc.? 
Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise considers transit plans to the extent that the Broward 
Metropolitan Planning Organization has identified this transportation mode in their long-range 
transportation plan and incorporated them into the approved forecast model at the time of the 
current project’s forecast effort initiation.  The proposed manage lanes on Turnpike can 
accommodate local transit plans and facilitate the success of its operations.  
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8. What are entrances/exits for managed lanes? 
In the southern portion of the project, the managed lanes south entry and exit points would be 
located south of the Sunrise Boulevard interchange, with the north entry and exit being just 
south of the Pompano Beach Service Plaza. Intermediate access would be provided at Oakland 
Park Boulevard. In the northern portion of the project, the south entry and exit points would be 
located south of the Sample Road interchange with the intermediate entry and exit being north 
of the study area in Palm Beach County.  
 

9. Will projected 2045 traffic volumes be fully accommodated by this project? 
Yes. 

10. Why not leave the Turnpike as is, and construct a new roadway system west of the Sawgrass 
from 595 to north Palm Beach? 
A western roadway as described would encroach into environmentally sensitive lands and would 
not address the regional demand identified for the Turnpike from I-595 to Wiles Road.   

11. For the proposed interchange at Oakland Park Boulevard, given the existing congestion on that 
roadway between SR-7 and NW 56 Ave, how is the potential increase in traffic will be mitigated?  
Trips to and from the west of the Turnpike along Oakland Park Boulevard travel the corridor to 
the east of the Turnpike to use other north/south facilities, such as I-95.  The travel forecasting 
effort showed no increase in traffic along Oakland Park Boulevard east of the Turnpike for trips 
using the new interchange to travel north or south.  This is because the traffic to and from the 
west that diverts to the Turnpike is higher than new traffic traveling to and from the east to 
access a potential new interchange. 

12. I would like the link to the population studies used for the projected traffic flow in 2045 
The source of the population projections can be found in the Broward Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s Commitment 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan and supporting documents 
(http://www.browardmpo.org/mtp-documents). 

13. What data shows that accidents will increase if more lanes are not added? Were the effects of 
the ever-increasing number and sophistication of accident-avoidance systems in vehicles 
considered in the statistical analysis? 
The project safety evaluations follow and reference information in the current department 
standards and procedures of the Highway Safety Manual (HSM) developed by the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASTHO) through a collaborative 
effort with industry experts. 

Through Turnpike System safety assessments, a clear correlation of congestion and crash 
frequencies exists, and queues in higher speed limited access lanes is associated with an 
elevated risk serious crash injury. The study will consider the effects of vehicle accident-
avoidance systems, to the extent that is captured by studies supporting the HSM. 

14. Could the improvements to the Coconut Creek Parkway Interchange be done if the widening is 
not approved? 
No funding has been identified for any advancement of improvements within the PD&E. The 
potential improvements identified in the PD&E would likely be advanced in smaller projects. 

http://www.browardmpo.org/mtp-documents
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15. Doesn't increased congestion result in decreased speeds and a corresponding decrease in 
fatalities?   
The project safety evaluations follow and reference information in the current department 
standards and procedures of the Highway Safety Manual (HSM) developed by the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASTHO) through a collaborative 
effort with industry experts.   

Lower speeds are generally associated with lowered crash severity.  However, the Turnpike, 
being a limited access facility intended for high level regional mobility, is not intended to 
operate at speeds lower than the posted safe operating speed.  Speed differentials within the 
facility could also contribute to crash risk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


