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Julio sdpia-Martinez

Julio Tapia-Martinez, 48, was arrested on charges of kidnapping after Burnet County
Sheriff's Office deputies responded to a call for help at a Bertram home. He was the sole
person arrested in what law enforcement believes is an illegal immigrant smuggling

operation. Burnet County Jail photo

A 48-year-old man was arrested on charges of kidnapping in the early hours of April 10 at
a Bertram home. Burnet County Sheriff's Office deputies apprehended Julio Tapia-
Martinez after responding to a call for help from a person inside the home who had
escaped. Officials believe the suspect is part of a larger human smuggling ring.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement has taken over the investigation and
custody of Tapia-Martinez, who is not a U.S. citizen.

“We ran across this thing by accident,” BCSO Capt. Mike Sorenson told DailyTrib.com. “A
person in the residence was able to escape and call for help.”

According to Sorenson, the suspected smuggling operation transports and exploits
people who illegally immigra® "~ to the United States. Two people were willingly rescued
from the home, while many others scattered and fled the scene. Tapia-Martinez was the
only one arrested, and the exact number of people invoived is unknown.

The two people who were rescued told law enforcement they had been kidnapped from
Dallas, where they were working as roofers, then held captive with demands of payment,
Sorenson said. The suspected smugglers were exploiting the two people resct 1, he
continued, knowing that they didn't have many options due to their illegal status in the

country.

ICE officials were unavailable for comment at the time of this article’s publication. The
investigation is ongoing.

The two kidnapping charges are third-degree felonies thateach Tyafr ent fine
up to $10,000 and two to 10 years in prison.
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Two men charged with child sexual assault
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Isaac Isaiaa Medina (left) and Michael Adam Morales
Isaac Isaiaa Medina (left) and Michael Adam Morales, both 41, were arrested on Monday,
Oct. 17, and charged with sexual assault of two children, one 16 and the other 13, in the

city of Burnet. Courtesy photos

Two Burnet County men are facing child sexual assault charges and decades behind
bars.

Michael Adam Morales and Isaac Isaiaa Medina, both 41, were arrested by Burnet police
on Monday. They were subsequently charged with further crimes on Tuesday after two
juveniles, ages 16 and 13, were interviewed by law “1forcement and Hill Country
Children’s Advocacy Center representatives.

According to a sworn affidavit, wurnet Police Investigator Steven Vollmar was contacted
by uniformed police officers at about 9 a.m. Monday and told of the possible human
trafficking of two children.

Vollmar arrived at a Burnet church, where the victims had supposedly been dropped off
by Medina, who was still on the scene. Medina was arrested and identified the other
suspect as Morales, who was then found and aiso arrested.

Initially, Medina was charged with aggravated sexual assault of a child and Morales with
sexual assault of a child.

According to a forensic interview of the victims conducted by Children’s Advocacy
Center, Medina offered the teens a ride as they were walking in the rain in Marble Falls on
Monday. After they got into his vehicle, Medina picked up Morales and drove to a Burnet
hotel, were the crimes were said to have happened.

After the juveniles were interviewed, more charges were added.

Morales faces eight counts of sexual assault of a child and one count of sexual
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performance of a child. They are being held in the Burnet County Jail. Bond has been

revoked for both.

Sexual assault of a child carries up to 20 years in prison and $10,000 in fines for each
charge. Aggravated sexual assault of a child under 14 years old carries up to 99 years in
prison without the chance of parole until half the sentence is served. Sexual
performance of a child, meanir~ the capturing of a sexual act with a child on photo or
video or in a live situation, carries up to 20 years in prison and $10,000 in fines.



Investigator Vollmar told DailyTrib.com the investigation is ongoing and details and leads
are still being followed to ascertain the extent of a s crimes.

“Any sexual assault, adult or child, is an egregious offense,” he said. “Right now, we're
most concerned about the victims and seeing that they're taken care of, not just today,
but down the road.”
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