7723 1t
Commiss ners Court,Sept. 26, 2023 Agenda ltem 21b

| have a copy of the Baker Tilly proposal dated Sept.15'", 2023. The
proposal shows the week of Nov. 6", 2023 as the completion time for
the Aud with presentation of the findings to the Commissioner’s Court at
completi 1, week of Nov.6",2023

| also ha 2arecc dshowing that six checks totaling $28,707 were sent
to Baker Tilly from Oct. 10,2023 with the final check sent on April 9,
2024.

County Attorney Arredondo states in a letter to the Texas Attorney General
that the Burnet County Judge, the Pct. 1 County Commissioner and the
Burnet County Human Resource Dept. have a draft copy of the audit
report being prepared by Baker Tilly that match a Public information
Request.

1. Why was the Baker Tilly proposal and timeline not made public and
nc¢ even discussed with three of the four commissioners ?

2. Has Baker Tilly complied with the terms of their contract and provided
the results of their audit ?

3. Sheriff Calvin Boyd revealed in the Sept. 26", 2023 Commissioners
Court meeting that the issue of mislabeling of payroll records had
been investigated by District Attorney Sonny McAfee’s office and the
Texas Rangers, why was State Representative Terry Wilson called
W o contacted him ?

4. Why did County Attorney Arredondo choose not to investigate the
mislabeling ?

5. Mrs. Luther stated on Sept. 26" that the Texas ..angers con._ cted
her. Under what authority did Mrs. Luther callthe 7 » | gers?

6. Why js Judge Oakley being evasive and intentionally misleading with
his answers to questions about the previously ¢ _ 1ducted
investigations ? Why is he stonewalling and not presenting the
forensic audit results to the taxpayers of Burnet County ?
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Re: Sheriff's Department Special Audit

From kst Pharnetcountytexas.org <ksmith@bumetcommiylexas, org»
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APCA
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APCA

Wednasday, June 12th, 2024 al 1:32 PM

Payment  Payment
# Date
253817  4/9/2024
Payment  Payment
# Date
253541  3/12/2024
Payment  Payment
# Date
253124 2/13/2024
Payment Payment
# Date
252944  1/23/2024
Payment  Payment
# Date
252434  12/12/2023
Payment  Payment
# Date
251634  10/10/2023

Payment

Type

Check

Payment
Type
Check
Payment
Type
Check
Payment
Type
Check
Payment
Type
Check
Payment
Type
Check

Term

Amount .
Discount

8,627.500.00
Term
Discount
3,820.000.00
Term
Discount
3,725.000.00

Amount

Amount

Term
Discount

3,740.00 0.00
Term
Discount
1,295.000.00

Amount

Amount

Term
Discount
7,500.00 0.00

Amount

Unposted

False
Unposted
False
Unposted
False
Unposted
False
Unposted
False
Unposted

False

Reversal
Date

Reversal
Date

Reversal
Date

Reversal
Date

Reversal
Date

F__ rersal
Date

we are the checks that have been issued to Baker Tilly, They total $28,707.50 and wers charged to 100-4090-4010 Protessional Services.
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Packet Number

AP 23569

Packet Number
AP 23488
Packet Number
AP 23445
Packet Number
AP 23380
Packet Number
AP 23291

Packet Number

AP 23149

172



BURNET COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

Criminal Division ‘

Victim Services
Civil Division

Hot Checks Division i
Eddic Arredondo ]

Burmet County Attorney
The Honorable Ken Paxton, Aftorney ngerai july 15, 2024 §

Dffice of the Atorney General
Open Records Division

PO, Box 12548

Austin, Texas 78711-2548

Ay Request for Open Records Decision as Per Tex. Gov't Cade §552.301

Requestor:
Entity; Burnet County- County Judge, Commissioner Pct. #1, Human Resources

Date Received: July 9, 2024

General Paxton:

As the Burnet County Attorney, | have been asked by three Burnet County departments to seek a ruling
on an ppen records fequesl_. The Burnet County departments in question are
the foliowing:

i, The 8urnet County judge Office
2. The Office of Burnet County Commissioner Pct. #1
3. The Burnet County Human Resources Department

fach of these departments received the same open records request by—wh‘s:ch is here by

antached as Exhibit A, The request asked for the following:

Al emaifs, texts, phone calf logs, draft reports and final reports, and any/all
cormmunications, W include a copy of the PiR(s) that Judge Oakiey obtained from the
Texas DPS, to and from Baker Tilly and publicly funded person/entities, other State and
county officials, including Buraet County employees (whether elected officials or not)
from January 2020 through Tuesday, July 9, 2024,

The three departmnents listed above have emails and a draft copy of awdit report being prepared by firm
Baker Lily that match the request, The audit is 5 result of 2 Burnet County Conunissioners Court
voteforder 1o hire the firm of Baker Tilly 1o investigate the Burnet County pay records of emiployees in
the Burnet County Sheriff’s Office, The Commissioners Court took formal action to hire Baker lly on

Septemher 26, 2023,

Phone: 512 7665476 - Fax: 512.786.9280 -« 220 South Piorce - Burnet, Texas 78611



Piease see the records meeting the request listed as Exhibit 8 for those held by Burnet County Judge
james Qakley's Office, Exhibit € for those held by Burnet County Commissioner Pct #1 Jim Luther’s
Office, and Exhibit O for those held by Burnet County Human Resources Office. Said Burnet County
departments requests a review and ruling by the Attarney General’s Office.

it is believed that ail records provided in Exhibit 8, Exhibit €, and Exhibit D meet the exception described
by Texas Government Code §552.116 addressing audit reports. If so, these records are an exception to
Texas Government Code §552.021. These records were prepared or maintained in conducting an audit
or preparing an audit report as described by §552.116(b}(2]. They include interagency communications
and a draft of the audit report that has yet to be finalized as the date of this letter. As required per
552.116(b){1), the audit was ordered via a vote during Burnet County Commissioners on September 26,
2023. The minutes of said meeting reflect a vote to hire Baker Tilley to conduct an investigation via an
audit. Said meeting minutes are hereby attached as Exhibit E. The contract is hereby attached as Exhibit

F.

These three Burnet County departments also have concerns about the individuals identified within the
draft report. Releasing names and their positions could potentially jeopardize the personal safety of
these individuals. Texas Government Code §552.152 describes an exception for confidentiality of
information concerning a public empioyee or officer for personal safety reasons. Further, because this
audit involves the investigation of work schedules, these three Burnet County departments believe that
Texas Government Code §552.159 shouid also apply. The work schedules of Burnet Count employees,
primarily from the Burnet County Sherrif’s Office are the subject of the audit. This is yet an additiona!
reason why the draft audit report should not be released to the public. As to the persons and position
they described within, thelr disclosure compromises canfidentiality and could interfere with law
enforcement should a determination ever be made that criminal investigation is necessary. The District
Attorney for the 424" judicial District, Hon. Sonny McAfee, has independently conducted an
investigation into the matters that are the subject to the audit. He has concluded that no criminal
charges should be pursued. However, it is unknown if the final audit report will affect this conclusion.
Dut of an abundance of caution, confidentiality of named individuals and their positions should remain

confidential.

for the above stated reasons, thase three Burnet County departments request your office issue an
opinion 3t the responsive information attached in Exhibit 8, Exhibit €, and Exhibit D should be
excepted from disclosure and the names and positions of those named within should be canfidential.

ectfully,

04

tduardo Arredondo
Burnet County Attorney
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