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PUBLIC COMMENTS
COMMISSIONERS COURT MEETING
August 13, 2024

My name is Claire Nybro, Burnet County voter and taxpayer.

Based on audio records, | believe that Judge Oakley owes Mr. Raymond Whelan a public apology
and that the commissioners were remiss to allow Mr. Whelan to be mistreated last Wednesday during

the Special Session.

| will play a condensed audio recording from the commissioners court meeting on July 23, 2024,
when Judge Oakley said the Baker Tilly audit is "something that we can't talk about in open session,
and we don't talk about it in ™ (ecutive Session either.....but there’s nothing to hide.” This was
correctly quoted by Mr. Whelan in an article dated July 26, 2024, that was printed in The Highlander.

Last Wednesday during the Special Session, Judge Oakley said he wasn’t going to “sit there and take
pie in the face”, then he commenced to tell Mr. Whelan that he was misquoted because “l was saying
that we couldn’t talk about it during that open session because it wasn't listed as an agenda item...”

The audio recording from last Wednesday clearly catches Judge Oakley in a lie.
And Judge Oakley does have to sit there and take pie in the face:

GOVERNMENT CODE
TITLE 5. OPEN GOVERNMENT; ETHICS
SUBTITLE A. OPEN GOVERNMENT
CHAPTER 551. OPEN MEETINGS
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 551.007. PUBLIC TESTIMONY. (e) A governmental body may not prohibit
public criticism of the governmental body, including criticism of any act,
omission, policy, procedure, program, or service. This subsection does not
apply to public criticism that is otherwise prohibited by law.
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Burne  Cointy divulges total cash

By Ravmond Vo Whelan
Seafl Writer

Burnet County com-
missioners recerved an up-
date about their finaocial
hoidings July 23 during
thetr regular meeting.

During her third quar-
ter report for Fiscal Year
2024, County Treasurer
Karrie  Crownover  an-
nouneed the county eount-
ed a total cash and invest-
ment balance of more than
564.7 million through the
end of last month.

Furthermaore.  county
holdings in the LOGIC.
TexPool and Texas Co-
operative Liquid Assets
Securities  System docal
sovernment  mvestment
pools are vieldmg more
than 3%, in tandem with
the six-month 17.S. Trea-
sury Bill.

Also.  commissioners

job.

recognized the work ol
probation officers.

Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott recently proclaimed
Julv:e 21227 as Preuial.

Probation and Parole Su-

penvision Week ™

In wrn. the commis-
sioners  applauded  33wd
and 424th Disviet Couwrt
probation nlficers.

“They all do a wough
Burnet  County
Tames Oaklev said.

In other business. the
cCommission2rs:

» Applied to the Lower
Colorado River Authori-
v (LCRAY £ temporary
raw water iragation a¢
more than 10 acre-feet per
year {about 3.2 million
gallonsy  from  October
4 through September
2027

+ Approved a re-
imbursement

erant  af

Fhe Highlaude

S33.060 from the Capital
Arca Council of Gove
ments fog county house-
hold hazardous waste col-
fection evenis:

« Applied for the Fis-
cal Year 2025 Texas Rural
Law Enforcement (rant
Program  authotized  for
the sheriff, couniy attor-
nev and district attorney:

= Approved a work or-
der for KC Eagineering to
provide construction costs
tor work on CR 114 from
RM 090 1o RM 2341w
be paid out of Fiscal Year
2022 tax notes:

« Approved bids for
paving at CR 4200 and

« Approved adverts-
ing for bids to construct
the Development Services
building next to the Bur-
net Counity  Courthouse
Annex on the square.

Moments  before  the

meeting  ended.  during
tme for “discussion re-
parding  amy - previous
agenda  items”  Berram
resademt Charlie Pasler

approached the commis-
sjoness (o dIsCUss an on-
eomg  axlependent audit
of alleged pavroll wregu-
lartties refated 1o the sher-
LT's office.

Oaklev ruted Park-
er out ol order. beeause
the subject matter was
not appropriaie for Told
business.”

Parker asked o dis-
the issue under
“public comment.”

Oaklev granied Park-
er permission to speak as
such,

Then. Parker voiced
questions telated {o an
ongeing independent au-
dit focused on alleged
pavroll regularities with-

CUSS

Marhle b«

JEHA

anc investments

in the Burnet
shepfts Offiee.

Lasi September. the
commissioners hired the
independent  rm Bak-
ee-Tilly to canduct the
audit.

According w0 his per-
sonal copy of the Bak-
er-Tilly proposed sched-
ule. the audit was plasned
for completion last No-
vember, Parker satd.

“Has  Baker  Tilh
complied with the wms
of their conract and pro-
vided the results of their
audir?” Parker asked.

Couniy

Since Parker  puosed
his question 2 time
sel aside for C com-

ment. by law. the com-

missioners o 1 oant
respond.

Alter Parker Qnishoed
his  comment.  Caklev

spake brzetly,

“The Baker Tillv re-
port wili come forward
when it s ready.” Oakley
said.

“We (the commission-
ers) cannot 1alk about it
during open session nor
during executive session.
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There is nothing to lide”
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American Rescue
Plan  Act of 20621

will pay for the new
saftware.

b e

Alsd. the  judge
praised Ferguson and
hiz election adminis-
tratton assocrates.

“1] have atl the con-
fidence in the world in
Doug and all the work
they do,” Oakley said.




