
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
COMMISSIONERS COURT MEETING 

August 13, 2024 

My name is Claire Nybro, Burnet County voter and taxpayer. 

Based on audio records, I believe that Judge Oakley owes Mr. Raymond Whelan a public apology 

and that the commissioners were remiss to allow Mr. Whelan to be mistreated last Wednesday during 

the Special Session. 

I will play a condensed audio recording from the commissioners court meeting on July 23, 2024, 

when Judge Oakley said the Baker Tilly audit is "something that we can't talk about in open session, 

and we don't talk about it in Executive Session either ..... but there's nothing to hide." This was 

correctly quoted by Mr. Whelan in an article dated July 26, 2024, that was printed in The Highlander. 

Last Wednesday during the Special Session, Judge Oakley said he wasn't going to "sit there and take 

pie in the face", then he commenced to tell Mr. Whelan that he was misquoted because "I was saying 

that we couldn't talk about it during that open session because it wasn't listed as an agenda item ... " 

The audio recording from last Wednesday clearly catches Judge Oakley in a lie. 

And Judge Oakley does have to sit there and take pie in the face: 

GOVERNMENT CODE 

TITLE 5. OPEN GOVERNMENT; ETHICS 

SUBTITLE A. OPEN GOVERNMENT 

CHAPTER 551 . OPEN MEETINGS 

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 551.007. PUBLIC TESTIMONY. (e) A governmental body may not prohibit 
public criticism of the governmental body, including criticism of any act, 
omission, policy, procedure, program, or service. This subsection does not 
apply to public criticism that is otherwise prohibited by law. 



Burnet County divulges total cash and investn1ents 
B, R.l~ nrnnd \'. \\'hcl:lll 

Sta!T\\'i-iter 

Burnet Countv com­
missii,nc>rs received an up­
clak~ ahout iheir tinancinl 
holdings July 23. during 
their regular meeting. 

During her third quar­
ter report for Fiscal Year 
2024, County Treasurer 
KatTie CrO\rnover an­
nounced the cmrnty count­
ed a total cash and invest­
ment balance of more than 
S64.7 million throngh the 
encl o.f!ast month. 

Fu1thennore. county 
holdings in the LOGIC. 
TexPool and Tex.as Co­
operative Liquid Assel<; 
Securities System local 
government investment 
pools are yielding more 
than 5%,,, in tandem with 
the six-m011th lJ .S Trea­
sury Bill. 

Also. commissioners 

recog.ni2cd the ,York 01' 
prnbati L)ll o !'ricers. 

Texas Ccw. Cireg .-\b­
hort recently pwclaimed 
.lulv 21--27 a: ·· Pr·~trictl. 

· Probation and Prtrole Su-
pen ision Wee'! _,. 

In turn. tJ11~ commis­
sioners applm1ckcl 33rd 
and 424 th District C..\,urt 
probation officers. 

' 'They all ell• a t0t1gh 
joh_,. Burnet County 
.lames Oaklev :;nid. 

l!i other business. the 
commissioners: 

• Applied to the lower 
Colorado River Authori­
ty (LCR.A) for temporary 
ra,,· water irrigation no 
more tha!I IO aCl'e-ket per 
year tabout 3.2 million 
gallons) from October 
2024 through September 
2027: 

A ppro\'ed a re-
imbursement grant of 

S3S.OOO from the Capirnl 
Area Council of C,t,vern­
rnems for county lwu:;e­
hold lrnzardous waste col­
k~clioii events: 

• Appl ied for the Fis­
cal Year 2025 T.:-xas Rurn1 
Law Enforcement Grant 
Program authoriz~d for 
the sheriff county attor­
ney and district attorney: 

• Approved a work or­
der for KC Engineering to 
provide construction costs 
for work 011 CR 114 from 
RM 690 to R\i 23--i 1, !(i 

be 1xiid m1t of Fiscal Year 
2022 rnx notes: 

• Approved bids for 
11aving m CR 420: and 

• Approv,cd aclYenis­
ing for bids to construct 
the Development Services 
building next to the Bur­
net County Counhouse 
Annex on the square. 

tvl.oments before the 

meetiBg ended. during 
time for ·'cliscussion re­
garding an;, pre\ ious 
agend11 items.. Bemam 
residem Charlie Parker 
approached the commis­
sioner~ to discuss an on­
g.1, ing i!idepeudem audit 
or alleged payrol l irregu­
larities t-e !med to th1: sher­
itf's ottice. 

Oakl-e\· rukd Park­
er out o · order. becal!se 
tht' subject matter was 
not apprnp,ri~tie fr,r "old 
bu~iness_· , 

Parker asi-:ed to dis­
cuss. the issue under 
'·public comment·' 

Oakley granted Park­
er permission to speak as 
such. 

Then. Parker voiced 
questions re lated to an 
ongoing ,independenr au­
dit focused on alleged 
payroll regularities with-

in the Burnet Count\' 
Sheriff's Oftiee. 

Lasl September. the 
{'0mmissioners hired the 
independent fitm Bak­
er-Ti I I y J.o c0nduct the 
audit. 

According to his per­
sonal copy of the Bak­
er-Tilly proposed sched­
ule, the audit \\'as plmmecl 
ti1r comp!etiDn last :--:o­
\·'ember. Parker said . 

·'Has Baker Till\ 
complied with the terms 
of their contract a.nd prn­
vided the results of their 
audit')'' Parker asked. 

Voting 
.American 
Plan Act 

Rescue 
of 2021 

will pay fot· the new 
software. 

SiHcc: Parker posed 
h is question during. ti me 
set aside for public com­
ment. by l:rn. t!Je com­
mi;;-;1oners could nnt 
res llOticl. 

1-\l'ter Pnrkt>r linisht' cl 
his c0mmenr. Oaklev 
spoke brietly 

'·Tile Baker Tilly re­
port \\' ! II come forward 
\l ' IWl it is ready_· , Oakk\ 
~a id. 

--\\'e (tlu.· commission­
ers) cm11~ot talk about it 
during open session nor 
during. executi,-e se:;sion. 
There is nothing. to hide." 

Als{:i. the judge 
praised F e-rg uson and 
his electiot1 adminis­
tration associates. 

" I have atI the con­
fidence in tbe wnrld in 
Doug and all the \\'ork 
they do ,., Oakley said. 


