
COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
6/28/2024 

Agenda Item #27 "Old Business" 
Questions on Record Regarding Special Audit 

Judge Oakley: 27 is previous agenda Hems, I don't have anything !here, we have the 28 ..... . 

Commissioner Billy Wall: Judge? 

JO: Yes, sir? 

Charlie Parker. I have some quesllons to ask on an item .•.. 

JO: Okay. 

CP: If I can speak. 

JO: Okay. We'll see what the County Attorney thinks is prudent, where we can go. Some things we 
can talk about, we got to be careful about things that aren't posted. 

CP: Okay. WeH, this Is of course all public record. I have e copy for everybody. 

Eddie Arredondo, County Attorney: What agenda item are we under? 

JO: We are under Old Business, 27, discussion regarding any previous agenda Items. 

CP: And this Is specifically, my name is Charlie Parker, by the way, specifically about meeting 
M inutes from September 26, 2023, item 21b, on the forensic audit. Anyway, I've got some questions 
here related to that .. . the first queslion is: To date, what are the total costs incurred by the taxpayers 
of Burnet County for the forensic audit performed by Baker TIiiy? In the original letter of Intent, Baker 
TIiiy agreed to keep their fees to $20,000. This fee excludes expenses like travel, certain costs. etc. 

So that's what I'm asking. 

JO: Yes, so the contract was not to exceed S20,000, um, we initially had to do a retainerof$7,500, 
and that's being returned, I've copied you on that email, 

CP: And I saw that In the Minutes. 

JO: So It's not exceeding $20,000. 

CP: But but I mean it specifically states in there, expenses like copying costs, travel expenses .•. 

JO: You're ...... you're referring to number 5? 

Commissioner Billy Wall: Four. 

CP: No. number 4 . 

JO: They are, um, under a license, uh • correct me ~ I'm wrong here• because this service is, ah, 
requires a license, it allows you to, um, engage with a professional seivice, um, if it's below a certain 
threshold which I believe Is fifty thousand? Is that correct? 

Karin Smith, Burnet County Auditor: I believe under a professional service, it's exempt from the fifty 
thousand. 

JO: Okay, so you don't have to put it up to bid for professional services, so if you needed legal 
representation, or in this case CPA, so you're exempted from putting out to bid, and again, they were 
selected based on their name, (laugh) of who they are, I mean, they're the Boeing of CPA 

CP: Yeah. That's not a good example 

JO: (laughter) but that may not be a good example. 

CP: But, again, a Certified Public Accountant is, has a license, you know, by the State, and, I'm just 
wondering, you know, why there wasn't, you know, again, if they're the biggest out there and that was 
the reasoning, I .... 

JO: Several , I'll tell you that I personally contacted, probably, seven or eight different organizations, 
end, lot of them didn't do this particular kind of work, and whatnot, and so Baker Tilly again being the 
elephant In the room, or the gorilla in the zoo on this particular one, they were based chosen on their 
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not identify one that would do this specific kind of work, and still meet the criteria of not being local 
because it needed to be an outside firm. 

CP: Well , they do have offices in Austin, and I wonder why .. . 

JO: Those offices don't do this particular form of, ah, work .. .. 

CP: Okay. 

JO: They have multiple different divisions and whatnot, and the Texas offices, um, again, don't do 
this kind of particular work. 
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