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PUBLIC COMNMENTS
COMMISSIONERS COUk\
August 7, 2024

Good afternoon. My name is Claire Nybro, Burnet County voter and taxpay

Here is an opinion piece from one of our local papers, the Daily Trib, dated April 5, 2011, entitled
OUR TURN: Judge's ruling is victory for open government.

This article recounts a federal judge’s ruling on a case filed by members of the Alpine City Council
and public leaders from 11 other Texas cities who claimed that the Texas Open Meetings Act violated
their First Amendment rights to free speech because it prevented them from making decisions on
official business out of the public eye.

Quotes from the article: “In essence, they said the Open Meetings Act muzzled them. What
nonsense. They tried to use one of the country’s most highly cherished laws that protects free
speech in a bid to stifle open government. Is the irony lost on them?”

“Luckily, US District Judge Robert Junell saw it that way, too. According to his decision, the state
Open Meetings Act protects ‘the compelling interest of governmental transparency.” This was a case
that never should have gone to trial. It was a waste of taxpayer money.”

“Even worse, it only goes to prove that while some poiliticians will pay lip service to treasured
American values, they don't necessarily believe in them or practice them. The Open Meetings Act
was created as a criminal statute with fines and even jail time to ensure government remains open
and transparent. The people deserve to know what their elected leaders are doing, how they're
voting and why they make the decisions they do. The open meetings statute is a security measure
that guards against back-room deals; awarding contracts based on favoritism and nepotism; and
creating a shadow government where decisions are made outside of public view. This ruling by the
federal judge should serve as a wake-up call that time-honored traditions of open government are the
law of the land.”

| direct your attention to an article written by Raymond Whelan, dated July 26, 2024, published in the
Highlander newspaper, which quotes Judge Oakley: ..1e Baker Tilly reportv  come forward when it
is ready, Oakley said. We (the commissioners) cannot tatk about it during opr ¢ 3sion nor ng
executive session. There is nothing to hide.”

in light of the opinion piece from 2011, | have but one question: Is the irony lost on you, Judge
Oakley?

Thank you for your time and attention.









