
RESOLUTION 11-

CALLING FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO IMPROVE GERONIMO TRAIL ROAD IN CONJUNCTION WITH PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE DOUGLAS FORWARD OPERATING BASE 

WHEREAS, the United States Border Patrol (USBP), a law enforcement entity of U.S. Customs and Border Protection within the Department of Homeland Security, as its mission detects, interdicts and apprehends those who attempt to illegally enter or smuggle any person or contraband across the sovereign borders of the United States; and


WHEREAS, to aid in its mission in the Douglas Station of the Tucson sector, the USBP is proposing to establish a Forward Operating Base (FOB) in the San Bernardino Valley east of Douglas in Cochise County; and 


WHEREAS, the FOB will be used to sustain up to 30 agents, including living quarters, dining facility, support/maintenance, all-terrain vehicle storage, communication tower and facilities, security lighting, horse corrals, administration, remote video surveillance, vehicle wash station, parking, helicopter pad, fuel, water and well storage, power generators, stormwater retention, detention facilities, septic system, first aid, and other facilities; and

WHEREAS, the FOB will be accessed using 21.8 miles of Geronimo Trail, a County maintained primitive road; and


WHEREAS, USBP currently is a heavy user of Geronimo Trail for patrol activities, resulting in a substantial degradation of Geronimo Trail and thus a great deal of maintenance activities resulting in a 300% increase in road maintenance costs; and


WHEREAS, establishing an FOB using Geronimo Trail for access to the FOB will enormously increase USBP traffic, resulting in even further degradation of Geronimo Trail and increasing the required maintenance by the County; and


WHEREAS, approximately seven other public and private users utilize Geronimo Trail for access representing approximately 32% of the total traffic along Geronimo Trail; and


WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors supports the USBP mission and its presence in Cochise County, but also acknowledges that maintaining Geronimo Trail and the 

many other County roads that are heavily used by USBP imposes a costly burden to the taxpayers of Cochise County; and

WHEREAS, USBP contributes nothing towards the maintenance of Geronimo Trail or other County roads that USBR utilizes to carry out its missions; and


WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors believes that because the USBP mission benefits all the citizens, residents and taxpayers of the United States, it is just that the burden of maintaining roads that are primarily used by USBP should be borne by taxpayers of the United States, not just those in Cochise County,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cochise County Board of Supervisors strongly oppose the construction of the Douglas Forward Operating Base if Geronimo Trail Road is not improved to an all-weather improved paved surface.  In addition, the Cochise County Board of Supervisors requests that the United States of America bear the burden of improving Geronimo Trail Road as a mitigating measure to offset the burden of  United States Border Patrol enforcement activities resulting in negative impacts to Geronimo Trail Road located in Cochise County, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the elected officials of the State of Arizona, its United Senators and Congressional delegation, President of the United States and his Administration, including the Department of Homeland Security, immediately undertake efforts to ensure that the United States of America bear the burden of the impact of United States Border Patrol on Geronimo Trail Road located in Cochise County, by improving the roadway from a dirt primitive road to an all-weather hard surface paved roadway.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Cochise County Board of Supervisors this _____ day of _______________ 2011.

__________________________________
Patrick G. Call, Chairman

Cochise County Board of Supervisors
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