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  Our Programs are Public – Our Service is Personal

The US Forest Service has completed the Burn Area Emergency Response (BAER) Assessment Reports for the Monument Fire.  These reports contain detailed information about the fire severity; post fire effects, treatment and implementation options.  
The BAER reports identify and determine threats to Values at Risk to include but not limited to Human Life and Safety, Property, Natural and Cultural Resources. 
Enclosed please find a brief summary of the fire burn severity, pre and post fire discharge calculations, values at risk, erosion hazard & sediment delivery and flooding protection guidelines and available resources.    
MONUMENT FIRE

Fire-Burn Severity: 
Soil Burn Severity
Acres

Percen
t



High


2,310

7%

Moderate

12,493

39%

Low


12,946

41%

Unburned

  4,317

13%

Pre and post fire discharge calculations were calculated for several discharge point and washes throughout both fire areas.  The post fire discharge calculations are significantly higher than the pre-fire discharges; some post fire discharges are up to twenty times greater than the pre-fire discharge calculations.  

These higher post fire discharge flows increases the erosion hazard and sediment delivery.  Sediment transport in some of the canyons is expected to increase up to 1,867%.  

Based on this information, Cochise County residents are advised to take precautionary measures to protect their lives and their property as a result of increased risks of flash flooding and erosion damage from heavy monsoon rains.  

Property owners who feel they need to take additional measures to protect their property from flood damage are encouraged to stop by the Emergency Transfer Station to pick-up sandbags:

· Emergency Transfer Station (ETS) is located on Highway 92, west of Coronado Memorial Road, in the Kings Ranch Subdivision.  The ETS hours of operation are from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00.  Starting on Monday July 11, 2011, the new hours of operation will be 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The ETS is scheduled to remain open until Saturday July 16, 2011.

Citizens are encouraged to follow cautionary advice from government agencies, weather service and other public information sources.  Citizens are encouraged to purchase weather radios in order have access to up to date weather information.

Cochise County along with other state and federal agencies are coordinating the placement of additional rain gauges in the vicinity of the fire in an effort to provide more accurate up to date weather information.

Citizens are encouraged to monitor the local news channel for weather reports as well as the National Weather Service website for local weather information www.weather.gov.   

For more detailed information about the Monument Fire, please visit Cochise County's website www.cochise.az.gov
The following values at risk were identified in the vicinity of the Monument Fire:

Homes/Structures

· Lower Miller Watershed

· Ash Watershed

Roads

· Forest Service Roads

· Private Access Roads

· Highway 92

· Park Service Roads

Facilities/Recreation

· Campground in top of Carr Canyon

· USFS Administrative Site

· Water Sources

· Tombstone Aqueduct 

· Water Tank (Mexican Border)

· Pipeline in Cave Canyon along Road USFS Rd. 771

Natural and Cultural Resources
· Arizona Scenic Trails (Clark Springs, Lutz, As, Perimeter, Miller Canyon and John Copper)

Archeological sites

Botany

· Spread of noxious weeds

· Lehman's lovegrass

· Tree of Heaven

Soil Productivity

· Ash Canyon

Threatened & Endangered Species

· Chiricahua Leopard Frogs (Threatened), Miller Canyon

· Mexican Spotted Owls (Threatened)

· Sonoran Tiger Salamander (Endangered)

· Lesser-Long-Nosed Bat (Endangered)

[image: image1.jpg]