                                                                                   Davis Road                      
                			                    Right-of-Way Activities 

Background: 
Cochise County obtained an earmark in SAFETEA-LU for addressing drainage and safety concerns along the Davis Rd. corridor between SR80 and SR191.  Three specific sites were selected for realignment and drainage improvements to provide all-weather access.  Project Assessment and Environmental Clearance efforts were begun in 2007 and additional State Transportation Project funds were acquired.   IGA/JPA’s were completed and fully executed for these funds on September 26, 2011 (STP) and March 6, 2012 (HPP). The Project Assessment for all three mileposts (5.1; 9.9; and 13.1) was approved in May of 2011. 

Current Status: 
An approved Categorical Exclusion for Mileposts 5.1 and 13.1 was obtained on February 24, 2012.   Final review and clearance for Milepost 9.9 is pending approval of a monitoring and testing plan for potential artifacts located at the Milepost 9.9 site. This process may take up to four months or longer.  Design work for Mileposts 5.1 and 13.1 are at 95%; Milepost 9.9 at 30% with final design pending approval of the environmental documents. 

Right-of-Way Acquisition: 
Cochise County currently has a declared 66 feet of right-of-way for the Davis Rd. corridor.  Preliminary survey, ownership and land value estimates were completed in mid-2010 but no formal action has been taken towards right-of-way acquisition.   Future width of this corridor will vary between 100 and 200 feet.  There are three specific sites requiring perfected right-of-way involving approximately 15 parcels with portions of the corridor located on State Lands.   Right-of-Way acquisition will be phased with mileposts 5.1 and 13.1 occurring first and milepost 9.9 to follow after completion of that site’s environmental review and federal authorization to proceed.  Federal authorization to proceed with preliminary right-of-way activities for mileposts 5.1 and 13.1 was granted on May 23, 2012. 

The additional roadway width will be required to be added per a Board of Supervisors action to the County’s declared highway system before right-of-way acquisition can move forward.  PSOMAS has been selected as the prime consultant to assist the County in obtaining needed right-of-way per ADOT and FHWA requirements.  The consultant team has been tasked with providing all activities necessary to acquire needed rights-of-way, assisting with required public hearings and compilation of all required documentation.  Close coordination with Cochise County’s Right-of-Way staff is expected and the Scope of Work will include maintaining ongoing lists of State and Federal contacts; creating a flow chart and timeline of the ROW acquisition process for this project, developing exhibits as needed for public hearings and providing regular update reports of activities.  
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