
 

 

 

 

December 28, 2018 

 

RE: Docket SU-15-25A (Ingram Road) ~ We Do Not Support This Request 

 

Dear Planning & Zoning Commission, 

 

We are responding to the Docket SU-15-25A (Ingram Road) application for Special Use 

modification to replace one approximately 92,000 sq ft greenhouse with an outdoor grow area of 

approximately 87,000 sq ft for growing medical marijuana, as well as use the existing house and 

barn for office and storage. The subject parcel, APN 201-27-003, is located at 8251 N. Ingram 

Road, Willcox, Arizona.  Our land (parcel number 201-26-002 0) joins this parcel and we:          

Dr. Douglas Miller, Lee Ann Miller, Guy Miller, Ben Miller, Samantha Miller, and Emily Hayes, 

Do Not support this request. 

 

We moved to Arizona 20 years ago and chose to live in a rural area where life is simpler, dirt 

roads are common, and where night lights are sparsely used.  A medical marijuana facility 

Special Use modification would generate an excess of lighting at night because of greater 

security measures needed.  As well, an increase in road traffic would greatly multiply dust levels 

along Ingram Road and the surrounding area, while during wet weather Ingram Road will not 

support any traffic as it turns into a quicksand slush bowl.  These two additional pollutions (light 

and dust) would disrupt and infringe on our current rural way of life and undermine our ranch 

business as well as jeopardize our natural conservation efforts. 

 

In conjunction with the USDA‘s Natural Resources Conservation Services and the Arizona 

Department of Game and Fish, we are working hard to convert our ranch into a Natural 

Resources Conservation Area for the preservation and expansion of native quail and their 

habitats indigenous to Arizona.  Our family ranch has been raising two species of quail native to 

Arizona, as well as German shorthaired pointer birddogs for the last thirteen years.  The increase 

in dust pollution from the dirt road and open air cultivating, non-passable road conditions 

from wet weather, irritation form reflective razor wire and fencing, a chance of toxic or 

lethal conditions for quail after marijuana plant and seed digestion from the outdoor grow 

area, and especially the extreme artificial security night lights that will eliminate home star 

gazing forever, originating from a medical marijuana outdoor grow area of approximately 

87,000 sq ft facility, would create a hardship on our family ranch business by unbalancing the 

natural process of quail, other conservational inhabitants, and the quail’s egg laying abilities 

within our quail breeding facilities.   

  

The laying of quail eggs is triggered by the seasonal increase and decrease of daily sunlight and 

constant artificial light disrupts the natural process.  Additional levels of dust will also obstruct 

the natural process of quail which spook easily.  With lower quail egg production, less eggs 

would be incubated, thus reducing our annual quail chick output.  This reduction in quail chicks 

would in turn hamper the birddogs training process and lower our profits for dog and puppy 
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sales, creating a business hardship as well as disrupting the entire natural process of the 

conservation area.  

 

We are also preserving a family of Burrowing Owls within our conservation area which are 

endangered in Canada, threatened in Mexico, and is a state threatened species in Colorado and 

Florida. Burrowing owls are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in Canada, the 

United States, and Mexico. Any disruption to the environment of the endangered and threatened 

Burrowing Owls would be a grave setback to their current population. 

 

In conclusion, Docket SU-15-25A (Ingram Road) application for Special Use modification to 

replace one approximately 92,000 sq ft greenhouse with an outdoor grow area of approximately 

87,000 sq ft for growing medical marijuana facility should NOT be approved. The home and 

property owners adjacent to the said location Do Not approve of the actives related to growing 

medical marijuana. Besides the previously discussed problematic issues, the approval of this 

application will cause our property resale values to plummet as well. Arizona has an abundant of 

privately owned outlying land which is far away from homes, farms, and more populated areas 

that could be purchased and rezoned for multiple uses. Why does this type of offensive and 

controversial business need to move into a populated farming area? We are currently 

experiencing extreme artificial security night lights that has all but eliminate home star gazing 

forever, already within in our local community from their other marijuana greenhouse facility. 

The extreme night lightings remind me of my childhood years when the “Bat Signal” was used in 

comic book stories to completely erase the nigh darkness. It would seem that one marijuana 

greenhouse facility in our area causes enough hardship and burden on the local community 

without completely destroying our rural way of life. Without denying this application, our 

property resale value will continue to decline until trying to sale-out and reloading would be 

impossible. Denying this application would preserve our ranch business and conservation efforts 

without placing a hardship on our current operation, preserve our rural way of living that we 

originally moved to Arizona for, and keep our property resale value from declining further. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. We, the Miller family, thank the Commission in 

advance for denying this Special Use modification application. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Douglas Miller, PhD Guy Miller Samantha Miller, JD, MBA 
Professor / Co-Ranch Manager Retired – Co-Ranch Manager Attorney of Law 
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Instructor / Ranch Biologist Professional Counseling Student Nurse Practitioner Student 
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