
















Information to accommodate SSVEC’s Proposed Solar Farm on Ranch House Rd, Willcox, Arizona 

For a Special Use Permit from Cochise County Planning and Zoning Department 

 

SSVEC and Solar Power Project Overview: 

Created in 1938, SSVEC is a non-profit, member-owned distribution cooperative providing electricity to 
more than 59,000 meters over roughly 5,700 square miles of territory and 4,200 miles of energized line 
in southeastern Arizona.  The cooperative’s service territory covers parts of the Cochise, Graham, Pima, 
and Santa Cruz Counties and includes the communities of Sierra Vista, Huachuca City, Patagonia, Elfrida, 
Benson, St. David, Bowie, San Simon, Willcox, Sonoita, and Pearce-Sunsities.  

SSVEC has an annual peak demand of 225 MW and an annual load requirement of roughly 900 GWh.  
Over the past several years, SSVEC has made significant efforts to evolve their fuel mix to satisfy energy 
requirements with renewable capacity additions.  In 2016, over 80% of SSVEC energy was produced 
using coal.  Now, only a quarter of that supply is met by coal, and roughly 13% is supplied by solar and 
hydro. With the addition of this solar project, SSVEC could expect another 8-10% of their load to be 
served by green energy. 

The solar energy and capacity will be used to serve SSVEC member load and increase SSVEC’s 
percentage of needs supplied by renewable energy.  The idea of a potential battery will be cycled on a 
regular basis and the storage will be primarily used to store mid-day generation for later use, extending 
the solar energy into the late afternoon and evening hours, and supplying peak demands and reducing 
market purchases during peak pricing hours.  While SSVEC is requesting bids for potential battery as 
noted in this paragraph, it is a highly conceptual idea and we are in the early conceptual phases of the 
bid process and can not specify battery type, if any.   

Public Input:    

Included in this permit application is a letter, dated July, 13, 2020, that SSVEC mailed to 37 landowners.  
The mailing list was provided by the county.   

SSVEC has received phone calls from three landowners, and none of those calls offered any opposition 
to the proposed use for solar.  Instead, they solicited for SSVEC to consider their parcels for purchase as 
well, or to provide their solar contact information. 

Parcel Ownership:   

SSVEC is currently under contract with both parcel owners and escrow monies have been received by 
both parcel owners.  Both contracts are contingent upon Cochise County Special Use approval of the RU-
4 zoned parcels.  Both contracts are attached with this application packet.  

 



Construction: 

SSVEC will own the parcels, however, SSVEC is currently going to bid to hire a solar company to install 
and manage the solar farm panels.  SSVEC will oversee any and all construction and operation of the 
solar panels along with the solar provider who is awarded the bid.  A Purchase Power Agreement (PPA) 
will be held with the contractor that is awarded the bid.  SSVEC will not initially own the solar panels, 
however, a buy out option will be built into the PPA.  

SSVEC will lease the property to the successful bidder for the sole purpose of constructing, installing, 
owning, operating and maintaining the solar system based on agreed contract terms.   

Project Traffic/Parking/Storage: 

Most traffic to the site will only occur during the material delivery and construction process.  It is 
estimated that there may be up to 20 worker’s vehicles accessing the site during the peak construction 
time.  Access to the site will be from Ranch House Road, a non-county maintained road, and 33’ 
ingress/egress utility easement as noted in 2006-18021. Typically, maintenance and access to the site 
will occur during the work week, Monday through Friday between the hours of 6 am and 6 pm. 

Water Conservation 

Initial water use will be provided by SSVEC, which will likely be purchased from the City of Willcox. The 
water use will be for dust control during construction of the solar site.  Once construction is complete, 
there will be minimal water use, mainly for cleaning panels as needed.  Water conservation in relation to 
on-site retention of run-off will have to be reviewed when the site grading plan is developed.   

Drainage 

SSVEC’s engineers have reviewed the site and have determine that there will be no major changes to the 
on-site drainage flow across the site.  Typically, solar fields can be constructed following the existing 
terrain.  The site design will utilize the existing drainage patterns on site.  

 





From: Megan Resor
To: Kirschmann, Robert
Subject: RE: SU-20-10 (SSVEC Solar)
Date: Monday, August 24, 2020 7:15:14 AM
Attachments: image002.png

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL*

Robert,
 
We expect them to be no taller than 7 feet at the pivot point, but with the moving part of the panel
could be maybe 10 feet tall at full tilt. 
 
Thank you,
 

Megan Resor
Sulphur Springs Valley
Electric Cooperative
Right of Way Agent
350 N. Haskell
Willcox, Arizona 85643
Office: 520-384-5512

 
 

From: Kirschmann, Robert <RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 9:37 AM
To: Megan Resor <mresor@ssvec.com>
Subject: RE: SU-20-10 (SSVEC Solar)
 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of SSVEC. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 
Thank you Megan.  For Planning purposes, what is the tallest you expect the panels to be.  Just a ball
park.
 
Best regards,
 
Robert Kirschmann
Planner II
Cochise County Community Development
Development Services Department

mailto:mresor@ssvec.com
mailto:RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov
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From: Megan Resor <mresor@ssvec.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:06 PM
To: Kirschmann, Robert <RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov>
Subject: RE: SU-20-10 (SSVEC Solar)
 

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL*

Hey Robert,
 
Sorry it has taken me a couple of days to get back with you in regards to engineering’s questions
about the flood plain. 
 
So to answer their concerns as best as I can right now, it is our intention to design the solar field with
the flood plain in mind and make the needed allowances.  Below are some pictures that illustrates
how easily the elevation can be adjusted to accommodate the flood plain. 
 
The solar panels will be installed on a single axis tracking system.  These vary in elevation, but by
design, they are raised above ground on pedestals to allow for clearance of the panels to rotate and
track the sun.  The height of those pedestals can be adjusted as required.  Below is an example of
one tall enough to walk under.  The junction boxes and electrical connections will be high enough
and very easy to protect from sheet flow and standing water conditions.   
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cochise.az.gov%2f&c=E,1,pWEY4aUUXw3ZVb9S1jSly1uzgm0S8bkupeWAvFpxSFMtsHJBh9Gx1EoJq7--6JJ-g-lo7yZO8Dvbc4ZfntlyGh7aKLXYc7Es6ak4nIVKRQPavphwIyjVBg,,&typo=1
mailto:mresor@ssvec.com
mailto:RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov


 
There will likely be 6 – 12 inverter stations depending on the design.  The inverter stations are
typically skit mounted and approximately the size of a small storage container.  They too, can easily
be elevated on concrete footers or piers or set on an elevated pad.  See below for an example. 

 
I hope this answers their question for the time being.  When we submit for a building permit, we will
have details of the exact heights. 
 
Also, you may have already discussed this project with Kim Bennett (APN 201-17-002E).  I received
an email from him yesterday evening and he has offered some concerns of his own.  We are
researching his AZ Game and Fish “Shooting Preserve” permit and of course he is worried about
drainage.  We will either meet with him this week is possible or next week. 
 
Thank you for your time as always and have a good afternoon.
 
Thank you,
 
 

Megan Resor



Sulphur Springs Valley
Electric Cooperative
Right of Way Agent
350 N. Haskell
Willcox, Arizona 85643
Office: 520-384-5512

 
 
 

From: Kirschmann, Robert <RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 12:51 PM
To: Megan Resor <mresor@ssvec.com>
Subject: RE: SU-20-10 (SSVEC Solar)
 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of SSVEC. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 
No, but engineering has concerns in regards to Floodplain.  They would at a minimum like to know
the height (total, height to electric connections, and bottom of panel) if you have that information.
 
Robert Kirschmann
Planner II
Cochise County Community Development
Development Services Department

126 West 5th Street, Suite 4
Benson, AZ 85602
520-432-9248
520-432-9278 fax

Public Programs...Personal Service
www.cochise.az.gov
 

From: Megan Resor <mresor@ssvec.com> 

mailto:RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov
mailto:mresor@ssvec.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cochise.az.gov%2f&c=E,1,7460m9DA4lIdFWvW0eKYfwEIX-ehNfbK5klDE9sm34Mp5p4upnSN-95eb1lsv9ldXRbjVNJHIq_8S1JoSs1BjJwlVnup1yhCiMemyZD3hoDy4S8mtw,,&typo=1
mailto:mresor@ssvec.com


Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 12:43 PM
To: Kirschmann, Robert <RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov>
Subject: RE: SU-20-10 (SSVEC Solar)
 

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL*

Of course.  So just to be sure, you do not need anything from us right now for the purpose of special
use?
 
Thank you,
 
Megan
 

From: Kirschmann, Robert <RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 10:58 AM
To: Megan Resor <mresor@ssvec.com>
Subject: SU-20-10 (SSVEC Solar)
 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of SSVEC. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 
Good morning,
 
Due to the parcels location in the Flood Zone, the Floodplain department is requesting any info you
have on the mounting and location of electrical components.  Its not required at this stage as we are
conceptual, but it would help in their review and provide better comments for when you apply for
your permits.
 
Thank you,
 
Robert Kirschmann
Planner II
Cochise County Community Development
Development Services Department

126 West 5th Street, Suite 4
Benson, AZ 85602
520-432-9248
520-432-9278 fax

mailto:RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov
mailto:RKirschmann@cochise.az.gov
mailto:mresor@ssvec.com


Public Programs...Personal Service
www.cochise.az.gov
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be protected by legal
privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this
e-mail or any attachment is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately by
returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your system. Thank you for your cooperation.

 This E-mail is from an EXTERNAL address. DO NOT click on links or open attachments
unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. If you suspect this message to be
phishing, please report it using the Phish Alert Button at the top of the email, or forward to
cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com or contact IT support at 520-432-8301.

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be protected by legal
privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this
e-mail or any attachment is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately by
returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your system. Thank you for your cooperation.

 This E-mail is from an EXTERNAL address. DO NOT click on links or open attachments
unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. If you suspect this message to be
phishing, please report it using the Phish Alert Button at the top of the email, or forward to
cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com or contact IT support at 520-432-8301.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be
protected by legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any
disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this e-mail or any attachment is prohibited. If you
have received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately by returning it to the
sender and delete this copy from your system. Thank you for your cooperation.

 This E-mail is from an EXTERNAL address. DO NOT click on links or open attachments
unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. If you suspect this message to be
phishing, please report it using the Phish Alert Button at the top of the email, or forward to
cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com or contact IT support at 520-432-8301.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cochise.az.gov%2f&c=E,1,mLG_dG0YX2JAogHeWi6yQpxm7bfnsXSkymSKzQcoXMfl_ZMs6zTjLvCanqBoVlsdzHWjVRCcJb0nfLHGQVaOwI-zkoxmT-JSjYVOdg_yIBn_W2mG4xpy--D_PFBD&typo=1
mailto:cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com
mailto:cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com
mailto:cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com

























