Connecting Minority Communities Pilot Program, NTIA will directly address the:

Lack of broadband access

Connectivity

Adoptionand equity at nation’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Tribal
Collegesand Universities (TCUs), and Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs)

Surrounding anchorcommunities

NTIA will:

Facilitate educational instruction and learning, including viaremote instruction
Purchase broadbandinternetaccess service including:
o Installation orupgrade of broadband facilities on aone-time, capital improvement basis
to increase/expand broadband capacity and/or connectivity at the eligible institution
o Purchase/lease eligible equipment and devices forstudent or patron use, subjecttoany
restrictions and prohibited uses
o Hireand traininformationtechnology personnelwho are a part of the eligibleanchor
institution

Purpose of the Connection Minority Communities Pilot Program:

To expand educational instruction and remote learning opportunities
Spur economicdevelopment
Create opportunities foremploymentand entrepreneurship

By building the digital capacity of the eligible institutions and furthering broadband access,
adoption, and digital skills within those institutions and in their surrounding anchor
communities

NTIA believes:

Broadbandisa critical conduitforeconomicdevelopmentand opportunities

Broadbandis a gateway forincreased productivity, growth, and economicaccess

HBCUs, TCUs, and MSls play an importantrole fortheirstudents and communities

Many students, communities, and anchorinstitutions experience significant gapsin:
o Broadbandaccess

o Adoption
o Digital skills
o Equity

The COVID-19 pandemichas further exacerbated these digital inequities for students, faculty,
and staff of HBCU, TCU, and MSI anchor institutions to develop innovative solutions to address
these digital gaps



Data the NTIAislookingfor:

e Federal Pell Granteligiblestudents

e Studentpopulationsize

e Studentswhoreceive any otherneed-based financial aid from the Federal government/state

e Studentswho are qualifying low-income consumers

e Studentswhoare low-income individuals

e Studentswhohave beenapprovedtoreceive unemploymentinsurance benefits underany
Federal orState law since March 1, 2020

Award Amount:

e NTIAwill make the amountsappropriated under the Connecting Minority Communities Pilot
Program available to eligible recipients
e Eligible fundingrange:
o $500,000 to $3,000,000
o Rangeis notrequired minimum or maximum
= Eligible recipients requestingamountsfor projects outside of this range must
provide areasonable explanation forthe variance intheir projectsize

Resources fordata:

e U.S. CensusBureau’s American Community Survey (ACS)
e Currently, the mostrecentavailable data estimates are from 2015-2019
o Most recentavailable datais from 2019



