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MEMORANDUM 

TO:    Cochise County Planning and Zoning Commission  
FROM:  Christine McLachlan, AICP, Planner II 
FOR:   Daniel Coxworth, AICP, Development Services Director 
SUBJECT:  Docket SU 22-04 (Chiricahua Sky Village) Agency Comments Summary 
DATE:  March 2, 2022 for the March 8, 2022 Meeting 

 

DRT AND AGENCY COMMENTS DOCKET SU 22-04 

On March 2, 2022, the Development Review Team for the County and relevant external agencies was 
transmitted case information for their review. Reviewers were given until March 25, 2022 to respond. At that 
time, they were notified that a failure to respond by that date would result in an automatic approval by their 
agency/Department. The following is a summation of all the comments that were received by that date. 

 

Cochise County, Floodplain:  

1. This parcel is located within FEMA Zones X and A. therefore, a FPUP may be required. 

2. Prior to construction start-up (if disturbed construction area is more than one (1) acre): 

a. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) may have already been required from the 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). This will also include a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) to clear land. A copy of the NOI must be submitted to Cochise County. For more 
information, please contact: https://azdeq.gov/AZPDES/CGP 

b. A Clearing Permit may have already been obtained from Cochise County Development Services. 
Please contact: https://www.cochise.az.gov/development-services/home 

c. A Notice to Clear Native Plants may have already been obtained from the Arizona Department 
of Agriculture and a copy submitted to Cochise County. For more information, please contact: 
https://agriculture.az.gov/plantsproduce/native-plants 

3.  A Drainage Analysis will be required. This includes, but not limited to, Grading Plans, Site Plans, and 
Drainage Reports prepared by an Arizona Registered Civil Engineer. Please contact the Cochise County 
Engineering and Natural Resources Department for a copy of the Floodplain Regulations for Cochise 
County (December 2015). 
https://www.cochise.az.gov/sites/default/files/highway_and_floodplain/FLOOD_REGS_2015.pdf 
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A. As a part of the Drainage Analysis, the engineer needs to show that no adverse impacts to the 
property, property boundaries, or adjacent properties, will occur as a result of this proposed 
development. Refer to Section 5.1.D of the Floodplain Requirements. 

4. When these items are submitted, then the review process will continue. 

Cochise County ROW:  

• 60’ easement created as shown in Book 2, page 4, Chiricahua Mountain Estates. No dedication statement 
on said map. Further right-of-way dedication is not required at this time, however a right-of-way 
encroachment permit will need to be acquired from ADOT for access. 

• Access to the property is from Highway 181 through an easement. Hwy 181 is ADOT jurisdiction, Cochise 
County Engineering has no additional comments. 

Cochise County Engineering: No comments received. 

Cochise County Building: No comments received. 

Cochise County Attorney’s Office: No comments received. 

Cochise County Environmental Health: May need to apply for a campground permit and comply with AAC R9-8-
601 et seq. 

Cochise County Sheriff’s Office: No comments received.  

Sulfur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative: No comments received. 

Southwest Gas:  SWG has no concerns with this proposal.  

El Paso Gas: Kinder Morgan does not have any pipeline facilities within this property, so no conflicts are expected, 
we have no comments, and you can remove me from your distribution list for reviews on this project 

Arizona Department of Transportation:  

• If access is being sought from SR 181, the ADOT Encroachment Permit process will be required. If not, Cochise 
County will lead the access permit. Encroachment permit application is included in the documents portion of 
this file 

• No TIS will be required for this development. 

• For this application, access from SR-181 would require paving from the highway to the right of way fence with 
either asphalt or concrete, a minimum of 25' wide. 

Arizona Game and Fish: See attached. 

National Resources Defense Council: No comments received. 

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality: No comments received. 

State Lands Department: No comments received. 

Arizona Department of Water Resources: No comments received. 

 



 March 1, 2022 

 Christine McLachlan 
 Cochise County 
 Development Services Department 
 1415 Melody Lane, Building F 
 Bisbee, Arizona 85603 

 Electronically submitted to:  cmclachlan@cochise.az.gov 

 Re:  Review of the Chiricahua Sky Village Campground project 

 Dear Ms. Christine McLachlan: 

 The  Arizona  Game  and  Fish  Department  (Department)  reviewed  your  Project  Evaluation 
 Request  dated  February  02,  2022,  regarding  the  construction  of  an  amateur  astronomer 
 campground  on  a  36.13-acre  undeveloped  parcel  of  land  in  Pearce,  Arizona.  The  proposed 
 campground  is  situated  in  semi-desert  grassland  vegetation,  approximately  8  miles  west  of  the 
 Chiricahua Mountain foothills. 

 Based  on  the  information  provided,  the  Department  offers  the  following  general 
 recommendations: 

 ●  If  proposed  ground  disturbance  (both  temporary  and  permanent)  will  meet  or  exceed  0.25 
 acre  in  areas  with  native  vegetation,  please  ensure  the  project  complies  with  Arizona  Native 
 Plant  Law  regulations  .  A  Native  Plant  Inventory  may  need  to  be  conducted  to  identify, 1

 record,  and  coordinate  plant  salvage  efforts  for  species  that  are  Protected  under  the  Arizona 
 Native  Plant  Law.  In  addition,  the  applicable  land  management  agencies  should  be  consulted 
 regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts. 

 ●  Minimize  the  potential  introduction  or  spread  of  exotic  invasive  species,  including  aquatic 
 and  terrestrial  plants,  animals,  insects  and  pathogens.  Precautions  should  be  taken  to  wash 
 and/or  decontaminate  all  equipment  utilized  in  the  construction  activities  before  entering 
 and  leaving  the  site.  Please  review  the  Arizona  Department  of  Agriculture’s  website  for  a 
 list  of  prohibited  and  restricted  noxious  weeds  and  the  Arizona  Native  Plant  Society  for 2 3

 recommendations  on  control  methods.  To  view  a  list  of  documented  invasive  species  or  to 

 3  https://aznps.com/invas 
 2  https://agriculture.az.gov/pestspest-control/agriculture-pests/noxious-weeds 
 1  https://agriculture.az.gov/plantsproduce/native-plants 
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https://agriculture.az.gov/plantsproduce/native-plants
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 report  invasive  species  in  or  near  your  project  area  visit  iMapInvasives  -  a  national 4

 cloud-based application for tracking and managing invasive species. 
 ○  To  build  a  list:  zoom  to  your  area  of  interest,  use  the  identify/measure  tool  to  draw  a 

 polygon  around  your  area  of  interest,  and  select  “See  What’s  Here”  for  a  list  of 
 reported  species.  To  export  the  list,  you  must  have  an  account  and  be  logged  in.  You 
 can then use the export tool to draw a boundary and export the records in a csv file. 

 ●  Artificial  lighting  could  impair  the  ability  of  nocturnal  animals  to  navigate  (e.g.,  owls, 
 migratory  birds,  bats,  and  other  nocturnal  mammals),  and  may  negatively  affect  reptile 
 populations.  Congruent  with  the  dark-sky  atmosphere  needed  for  an  astronomy  camp,  the 
 Department  recommends  using  only  the  minimum  amount  of  light  needed  for  safety, 
 especially  in  areas  immediately  adjacent  to  open  space  or  undeveloped  lands.  Motion 
 sensing  lighting  and  narrow  spectrum  bulbs  should  be  used  as  often  as  possible  to  lower  the 
 range  of  species  affected  by  lighting.  All  lighting  should  be  shielded,  canted,  or  cut  to 
 ensure that light reaches only areas needing illumination. 

 The  Department  appreciates  the  opportunity  to  provide  an  evaluation  of  impacts  to  wildlife  or 
 wildlife  habitats  associated  with  the  Chiricahua  Sky  Village  Campground  project.  The  report 
 generated  for  you  from  the  Online  Environmental  Review  Tool  (enclosed)  should  provide 
 general  recommendations  and  additional  contact  information.If  you  have  any  questions  regarding 
 this letter, please contact me at (623) 236-7515, and visit our  website  for additional guidelines. 5

 Sincerely, 

 Cheri Bouchér 
 Project Evaluation Program Specialist, Habitat Branch 
 Arizona Game and Fish Department 

 AZGFD# M22-02021627 

 5  https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife/planning/wildlifeguidelines/ 
 4  https://imap.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html 
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https://imap.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html
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