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   CASE BRIEF (Domestic) 
 
 
 
 
Doubtful Peak: summit; elevation 6,507 ft.; on Bureau of Land Management land / Peloncillo Mountains 
Wilderness, the highest point in the Arizona part of the Peloncillo Mountains, 2.9 mi. NNW of Steins 
Peak; named in association with the adjacent Little Doubtful Canyon and the benchmark on the summit 
named “Doubtful”; Secs 23&22, T12S, R32E, Gila and Salt River Meridian; Cochise County, Arizona; 
32°22’30”N, 109°03’24”W; USGS map – Doubtful Canyon 1:24,000; Not: North Peloncillo High Point, 
Peloncillo Mountain, Pelconcillo Peak. 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=32.374978&p_longi=-109.056709 

Proposal:  new name for unnamed feature 
Map:  USGS Doubtful Canyon 1:24,000 
Proponent:  H. Bates Estabrooks 
Administrative area: Bureau of Land Management / Peloncillo Mountains Wilderness 
Previous BGN Action: None 
Names associated with feature:  

GNIS:  No record 
Local Usage:  None found 
Published:  North Peloncillo High Point (Peakbagger website, 2020); Peloncillo Mountain 
(SummitPost website, 2020); Peloncillo Peak (USGS Water-Supply Paper 422, 1918) 

Case Summary:  The new name Doubtful Peak is proposed for an unnamed 6,507-foot summit in the 
Peloncillo Mountains in Cochise County.  The summit is within the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Peloncillo Mountains Wilderness and is the highest summit in the Arizona part of the Peloncillo 
Mountains (the highest point of the entire range is in New Mexico).  The proposed name references both 
the benchmark named “Doubtful” on the summit and the adjacent Little Doubtful Canyon.   
 
When asked to address the Wilderness Area Names Policy, the proponent noted that the benchmark 
named “Doubtful” (placed in 1907) predates the designation of the wilderness (1989), adding “I would 
even go so far as to suggest that in 1907 the peak was named/recognized as ‘Doubtful.’  This gives my 
proposal to officially name it ‘Doubtful Peak’ a root in local history.” 
 
The proponent shared an email thread from 2014 in which he asked USGS about the benchmark and was 
told “The names of USGS benchmarks was [sic] pretty much at the whimsy of the person or group 
putting them in.”  
 
The SummitPost website applies the unofficial names Peloncillo Mountain and North Peloncillo High 
Point to the peak in question. 
 
Proposed by:  H. Bates Estabrooks Date:  9/11/20 
Submitted by:  same Date:  same 
Prepared by:  M. O’Donnell Date:  9/30/20 
Case ID:  5405 Quarterly Review List: 441 
Reviewed by: J.Runyon Date:  10/2/20 
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Feature Naming Proposal to The Board of Geographic Names 

Proposed by: H. Bates Estabrooks  wgpu@hotmail.com  

September, 2020 

 

In the San Simon Precinct of District 3 of Cochise County, AZ is a peak which, at 

6,507 ft., is the highest peak in the Peloncillo Mts in Arizona, and is not presently 

given an official name: 

https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=17274 

https://listsofjohn.com/peak/17467 

https://caltopo.com/map.html#ll=32.375,-109.0568&z=14&b=t&o=r&n=0.25 

 

Its current USGS benchmark is labeled simply “C E Uncertain”: 

   

 

I would propose naming this mountain “Doubtful Peak” on the following 

basis. 

First, the mountain is bracketed on the southeast and west by Doubtful Canyon 

and Little Doubtful Canyon, respectively.  Naming this mountain “Doubtful 

Peak” gives it a name consistent with the names of the nearby environs. 

mailto:wgpu@hotmail.com
https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=17274
https://listsofjohn.com/peak/17467
https://caltopo.com/map.html#ll=32.375,-109.0568&z=14&b=t&o=r&n=0.25


Second, I have found that there is some location-name precedent for my proposal.  

Let me share this. 

Several years ago, I was puzzled by the meaning of the inscription on the 

benchmark: “C E Uncertain”.  I wondered what it meant.  I contacted the U S 

Geological Survey and had the following email exchange: 

----------------------- 

Re: Request for Explanation of Terms 

Bates E. <wgpu239@gmail.com> 
 

Tue, 
Dec 2, 
2014, 

6:14 PM 

 

 

 

to Steve, GS-AK 

 
 

Steve and Ken, 

Thank you both VERY much for all the effort you put into researching my question. I find this history 
fascinating and the explanation certainly credible. Thank you again. 

Regards, 

Bates Estabrooks 

On Dec 2, 2014 5:31 PM, "Reiter, Steve" <snreiter@usgs.gov> wrote: 

> 

> Greetings Bates:  I examined all the material we've got archived for that mark, but none of it 

explains the meaning of "C E Uncertain".  So I contacted a retired colleague who served as chief of 

our geodetic division when he was employed here.  Here's a summary of our exchange: 

> 

> The disc you're asking about was established close to a triangulation station named "Doubtful" (its 

name was derived from nearby Doubtful Canyon).  Instead of a brass or aluminum disc, the 

triangulation station was marked with an "X" that was etched into a rock.  Then a lot of rocks were 

piled atop the "X" to form a cairn.  The distance and angle between the "X" and the disc were 

precisely measured and the result is termed an "eccentric"; in case you're wondering, the distance 

was 7.20 feet and the angle was 343 degrees - 20 minutes.  Both the disc and the "X" were 

established by a surveying party in 1907.  The disc DID NOT bear the stamping "C E Uncertain". 

> 

> Fast-forward to 1958 and now another survey team is working in the area.  They found the disc, 

but the cairn had disappeared and the triangulation station (the "X") could not be found.  In light of 

this development, the surveying team either stamped into the nearby disc "1958 C E Uncertain" or 

they replaced it with a new disc bearing this stamping.  If true, this abbreviation stands for "Cairn 

Eccentric Uncertain". 

> 

> I was hoping we'd have documentation from the 1958 field work, but no luck.   

> 

> It is important that you treat this as speculation and not as official information.  It's entirely possible 

"C E Uncertain" stands for something entirely different and unknown to us. 

 

> 

> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 5:26 PM, ESIC, GS-AK <askusgs@usgs.gov> wrote: 

mailto:snreiter@usgs.gov
mailto:askusgs@usgs.gov


>> 

>> OK then, I'll pass this along to our people in Denver who handle benchmark info.  Perhaps the 

description will give a hint at what the C.E. means.   

>> 

>> Ken Dixon 

>> USGS Office of Communications & Publishing 

>> Science Information Services - Anchorage, Alaska 

>> Follow @USGS on Twitter and "Like" us on FaceBook!  

>> Check out other USGS Social Media sites 

>> 

>> HOW DID WE DO? Please answer our two questions. 

>> 

>> 

>> 

>> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 3:07 PM, Bates E. <wgpu239@gmail.com> wrote: 

>>> 

>>> Ken, 

>>> 

>>> Here's a link to a photo of the benchmark: 

>>> 

>>> http://www.summitpost.org/peloncillo-mountain-az-benchmark/893093 

>>> 

>>> Also, I've attached the photo from that site.  It is a USGS benchmark. 

>>> 

>>> Thanks for your help. 

>>> 

>>> Bates Estabrooks 

>>> 

>>> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 6:32 PM, ESIC, GS-AK <askusgs@usgs.gov> wrote: 

>>>> 

>>>> Hello, 

>>>> 

>>>> The names of USGS benchmarks was pretty much at the whimsy of the person or group 

putting them in. However, this may not even be a USGS benchmark. It is not showing up on the 

NGS Datasheets. Do you have a photograph? If so, or if you have any other information that will 

assist, we can pass this along to our Denver office. 

>>>> 

>>>> Good day, 

>>>> 

>>>> Ken Dixon 

>>>> USGS Office of Communications & Publishing 

>>>> Science Information Services - Anchorage, Alaska 

>>>> Follow @USGS on Twitter and "Like" us on FaceBook!  

>>>> Check out other USGS Social Media sites 

>>>> 

>>>> HOW DID WE DO? Please answer our two questions. 

>>>> 

>>>> 

>>>> 

>>>> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 9:23 AM, <wgpu239@gmail.com> wrote: 

>>>>> 

>>>>> Transaction=GSFRB6XV [25NOV2014 18:23:07UTC] 

mailto:wgpu239@gmail.com
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>>>>> Customer email:   wgpu239@gmail.com 

>>>>> Customer:         Bates Estabrooks 

>>>>> Subject:          Request for Explanation of Terms 

>>>>> Originating page: http://www.usgs.gov/ 

>>>>> Primary response: askusgs@usgs.gov 

>>>>> Tracking 

info:    tmplt=2|webchat=yes|time=UTC18:19|time=UTC18:23|recipient=askusgs@usgs.gov|sender=

wgpu239@gmail.com 

>>>>> 

>>>>> If you are experiencing problems with this email application, please send your feedback 

to GSAnswers_Help@usgs.gov 

>>>>> ======================================================== 

>>>>> 

>>>>> Greetings.  I was researching the name of a peak in the Peloncillo Mts. of AZ, located at 

32.375, -109.0557.  The USGS benchmark dated 1958 is labelled "C. E. Uncertain."  Can you tell 

me what "C. E." is an abbreviation for? 

>>>>> 

>>>>> Thanks very much. 

>>>>> 

>>>>> 

>>>> 

>> 

> -- 

> Steve Reiter (Part-time employee in office on MON-TUE-WED) 

> USGS Office of Communications 

> Mail Stop 150 - Box 25046 

> Denver Federal Center, BLDG 810 

> Denver, CO  80225 

> Voice:  303-202-4168 

> Email:  snreiter@usgs.gov 

------------------------  

mailto:wgpu239@gmail.com
http://www.usgs.gov/
mailto:askusgs@usgs.gov
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So, as far back as 1907, there was a Geological Survey Triangulation Station near 

that spot, and it was named “Doubtful”!  I would even go so far as to suggest 

that in 1907 the peak was named/recognized as “Doubtful”.  This gives my 

proposal to officially name it “Doubtful Peak”, a root in local history. 

I have also provided this information (edited) to Ms. Peggy Judd, Cochise County 

Supervisor.  I am awaiting her response. 
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AZ Rank : 1180
AZ Prominence Rank : 55
County : Cochise
Quad : Doubtful Canyon
Coords : 32.3750°N, 109.0568°W Notice

Rise : 2,213'
Saddle : 4,327'
Parent Lineage
Line Parent : Gray Mountain
Proximate Parent : Wood Mountain
Isolation : 23.88 miles
Peloncillo Mountains Wilderness
Highpoint
YDS Class : 2 Discussion  Disclaimer
Weather Link
Snow Depth
CalTopo
Trip Reports:
  Submit a Trip Report
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  Report 2
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Links: peakbagger.com
Ascents: 
   28 members have reported ascents...
log in to view ascents
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Click on map to view full-screen map
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