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CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL*

Dear Mr. Mattix,
 
My name is Jane Cadwalader and I am the research staff for the Arizona Board on Geographic and
Historic Names (ASBGHN). The Board hears and takes action on name proposals for geographic
features and historic places in Arizona. A very important part of their consideration of a naming
proposal is stakeholder response, especially comment from the County Board of Supervisors in the
location of the feature.
 
Currently, the ASBGHN is considering a new name proposal for a summit in the Peloncillo Wilderness
Area in Cochise County—Docket 2020-04 Doubtful Peak. This feature has received support from the
Bureau of Land Management, which oversees Wilderness Areas. We are currently seeking comment
from the Cochise County Board of Supervisors. Would you be able to help me make contact with the
Board or bring this proposal to their attention so they can comment? I am happy to speak with you
and answer any questions you have regarding the request. My office number is (602)926-3720 and I
can also set up a virtual meeting. Thank you in advance for your help.
 

The ASBGHN has an upcoming meeting on January 24th where it will take potentially action on this
docket.
 
Sincerely,
 

Jane Cadwalader 
Reference Archivist
Arizona State Library, Archives, & Public Records

Email: jcadwalader@azlibrary.gov 
Office: 602-926-3720 

1901 W. Madison | Phoenix, AZ | 85009

This message and any messages in response to the sender of this
message may be subject to a public records request.

 
 

 This E-mail is from an EXTERNAL address. DO NOT click on links or open attachments
unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. If you suspect this message to be
phishing, please report it using the Phish Alert Button at the top of the email, or forward to
cochise.az.gov@missedspam.com or contact IT support at 520-432-8301.

mailto:JCadwalader@azlibrary.gov
mailto:TMattix@cochise.az.gov
https://azlibrary.gov/about/boards-commissions/arizona-state-board-geographic-historic-names
https://azlibrary.gov/about/boards-commissions/arizona-state-board-geographic-historic-names
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      UNITED STATES 


                     BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
                         


   CASE BRIEF (Domestic) 
 
 
 
 
Doubtful Peak: summit; elevation 6,507 ft.; on Bureau of Land Management land / Peloncillo Mountains 
Wilderness, the highest point in the Arizona part of the Peloncillo Mountains, 2.9 mi. NNW of Steins 
Peak; named in association with the adjacent Little Doubtful Canyon and the benchmark on the summit 
named “Doubtful”; Secs 23&22, T12S, R32E, Gila and Salt River Meridian; Cochise County, Arizona; 
32°22’30”N, 109°03’24”W; USGS map – Doubtful Canyon 1:24,000; Not: North Peloncillo High Point, 
Peloncillo Mountain, Pelconcillo Peak. 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=32.374978&p_longi=-109.056709 


Proposal:  new name for unnamed feature 
Map:  USGS Doubtful Canyon 1:24,000 
Proponent:  H. Bates Estabrooks 
Administrative area: Bureau of Land Management / Peloncillo Mountains Wilderness 
Previous BGN Action: None 
Names associated with feature:  


GNIS:  No record 
Local Usage:  None found 
Published:  North Peloncillo High Point (Peakbagger website, 2020); Peloncillo Mountain 
(SummitPost website, 2020); Peloncillo Peak (USGS Water-Supply Paper 422, 1918) 


Case Summary:  The new name Doubtful Peak is proposed for an unnamed 6,507-foot summit in the 
Peloncillo Mountains in Cochise County.  The summit is within the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Peloncillo Mountains Wilderness and is the highest summit in the Arizona part of the Peloncillo 
Mountains (the highest point of the entire range is in New Mexico).  The proposed name references both 
the benchmark named “Doubtful” on the summit and the adjacent Little Doubtful Canyon.   
 
When asked to address the Wilderness Area Names Policy, the proponent noted that the benchmark 
named “Doubtful” (placed in 1907) predates the designation of the wilderness (1989), adding “I would 
even go so far as to suggest that in 1907 the peak was named/recognized as ‘Doubtful.’  This gives my 
proposal to officially name it ‘Doubtful Peak’ a root in local history.” 
 
The proponent shared an email thread from 2014 in which he asked USGS about the benchmark and was 
told “The names of USGS benchmarks was [sic] pretty much at the whimsy of the person or group 
putting them in.”  
 
The SummitPost website applies the unofficial names Peloncillo Mountain and North Peloncillo High 
Point to the peak in question. 
 
Proposed by:  H. Bates Estabrooks Date:  9/11/20 
Submitted by:  same Date:  same 
Prepared by:  M. O’Donnell Date:  9/30/20 
Case ID:  5405 Quarterly Review List: 441 
Reviewed by: J.Runyon Date:  10/2/20 
 


Approved 
 
Promulgation authorized 
Executive Secretary 
Domestic Geographic Names 
 
______________________________ 











Feature Naming Proposal to The Board of Geographic Names 


Proposed by: H. Bates Estabrooks  wgpu@hotmail.com  


September, 2020 


 


In the San Simon Precinct of District 3 of Cochise County, AZ is a peak which, at 


6,507 ft., is the highest peak in the Peloncillo Mts in Arizona, and is not presently 


given an official name: 


https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=17274 


https://listsofjohn.com/peak/17467 


https://caltopo.com/map.html#ll=32.375,-109.0568&z=14&b=t&o=r&n=0.25 


 


Its current USGS benchmark is labeled simply “C E Uncertain”: 


   


 


I would propose naming this mountain “Doubtful Peak” on the following 


basis. 


First, the mountain is bracketed on the southeast and west by Doubtful Canyon 


and Little Doubtful Canyon, respectively.  Naming this mountain “Doubtful 


Peak” gives it a name consistent with the names of the nearby environs. 
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Second, I have found that there is some location-name precedent for my proposal.  


Let me share this. 


Several years ago, I was puzzled by the meaning of the inscription on the 


benchmark: “C E Uncertain”.  I wondered what it meant.  I contacted the U S 


Geological Survey and had the following email exchange: 


----------------------- 


Re: Request for Explanation of Terms 


Bates E. <wgpu239@gmail.com> 
 


Tue, 
Dec 2, 
2014, 


6:14 PM 


 


 


 


to Steve, GS-AK 


 
 


Steve and Ken, 


Thank you both VERY much for all the effort you put into researching my question. I find this history 
fascinating and the explanation certainly credible. Thank you again. 


Regards, 


Bates Estabrooks 


On Dec 2, 2014 5:31 PM, "Reiter, Steve" <snreiter@usgs.gov> wrote: 


> 


> Greetings Bates:  I examined all the material we've got archived for that mark, but none of it 


explains the meaning of "C E Uncertain".  So I contacted a retired colleague who served as chief of 


our geodetic division when he was employed here.  Here's a summary of our exchange: 


> 


> The disc you're asking about was established close to a triangulation station named "Doubtful" (its 


name was derived from nearby Doubtful Canyon).  Instead of a brass or aluminum disc, the 


triangulation station was marked with an "X" that was etched into a rock.  Then a lot of rocks were 


piled atop the "X" to form a cairn.  The distance and angle between the "X" and the disc were 


precisely measured and the result is termed an "eccentric"; in case you're wondering, the distance 


was 7.20 feet and the angle was 343 degrees - 20 minutes.  Both the disc and the "X" were 


established by a surveying party in 1907.  The disc DID NOT bear the stamping "C E Uncertain". 


> 


> Fast-forward to 1958 and now another survey team is working in the area.  They found the disc, 


but the cairn had disappeared and the triangulation station (the "X") could not be found.  In light of 


this development, the surveying team either stamped into the nearby disc "1958 C E Uncertain" or 


they replaced it with a new disc bearing this stamping.  If true, this abbreviation stands for "Cairn 


Eccentric Uncertain". 


> 


> I was hoping we'd have documentation from the 1958 field work, but no luck.   


> 


> It is important that you treat this as speculation and not as official information.  It's entirely possible 


"C E Uncertain" stands for something entirely different and unknown to us. 


 


> 


> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 5:26 PM, ESIC, GS-AK <askusgs@usgs.gov> wrote: 
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>> 


>> OK then, I'll pass this along to our people in Denver who handle benchmark info.  Perhaps the 


description will give a hint at what the C.E. means.   


>> 


>> Ken Dixon 


>> USGS Office of Communications & Publishing 


>> Science Information Services - Anchorage, Alaska 


>> Follow @USGS on Twitter and "Like" us on FaceBook!  


>> Check out other USGS Social Media sites 


>> 


>> HOW DID WE DO? Please answer our two questions. 


>> 


>> 


>> 


>> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 3:07 PM, Bates E. <wgpu239@gmail.com> wrote: 


>>> 


>>> Ken, 


>>> 


>>> Here's a link to a photo of the benchmark: 


>>> 


>>> http://www.summitpost.org/peloncillo-mountain-az-benchmark/893093 


>>> 


>>> Also, I've attached the photo from that site.  It is a USGS benchmark. 


>>> 


>>> Thanks for your help. 


>>> 


>>> Bates Estabrooks 


>>> 


>>> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 6:32 PM, ESIC, GS-AK <askusgs@usgs.gov> wrote: 


>>>> 


>>>> Hello, 


>>>> 


>>>> The names of USGS benchmarks was pretty much at the whimsy of the person or group 


putting them in. However, this may not even be a USGS benchmark. It is not showing up on the 


NGS Datasheets. Do you have a photograph? If so, or if you have any other information that will 


assist, we can pass this along to our Denver office. 


>>>> 


>>>> Good day, 


>>>> 


>>>> Ken Dixon 


>>>> USGS Office of Communications & Publishing 


>>>> Science Information Services - Anchorage, Alaska 


>>>> Follow @USGS on Twitter and "Like" us on FaceBook!  


>>>> Check out other USGS Social Media sites 


>>>> 


>>>> HOW DID WE DO? Please answer our two questions. 


>>>> 


>>>> 


>>>> 


>>>> On Tue, Nov 25, 2014 at 9:23 AM, <wgpu239@gmail.com> wrote: 


>>>>> 


>>>>> Transaction=GSFRB6XV [25NOV2014 18:23:07UTC] 
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>>>>> Customer email:   wgpu239@gmail.com 


>>>>> Customer:         Bates Estabrooks 


>>>>> Subject:          Request for Explanation of Terms 


>>>>> Originating page: http://www.usgs.gov/ 


>>>>> Primary response: askusgs@usgs.gov 


>>>>> Tracking 


info:    tmplt=2|webchat=yes|time=UTC18:19|time=UTC18:23|recipient=askusgs@usgs.gov|sender=


wgpu239@gmail.com 


>>>>> 


>>>>> If you are experiencing problems with this email application, please send your feedback 


to GSAnswers_Help@usgs.gov 


>>>>> ======================================================== 


>>>>> 


>>>>> Greetings.  I was researching the name of a peak in the Peloncillo Mts. of AZ, located at 


32.375, -109.0557.  The USGS benchmark dated 1958 is labelled "C. E. Uncertain."  Can you tell 


me what "C. E." is an abbreviation for? 


>>>>> 


>>>>> Thanks very much. 


>>>>> 


>>>>> 


>>>> 


>> 


> -- 


> Steve Reiter (Part-time employee in office on MON-TUE-WED) 


> USGS Office of Communications 


> Mail Stop 150 - Box 25046 


> Denver Federal Center, BLDG 810 


> Denver, CO  80225 


> Voice:  303-202-4168 


> Email:  snreiter@usgs.gov 


------------------------  
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So, as far back as 1907, there was a Geological Survey Triangulation Station near 


that spot, and it was named “Doubtful”!  I would even go so far as to suggest 


that in 1907 the peak was named/recognized as “Doubtful”.  This gives my 


proposal to officially name it “Doubtful Peak”, a root in local history. 


I have also provided this information (edited) to Ms. Peggy Judd, Cochise County 


Supervisor.  I am awaiting her response. 







9/11/2020 C.E. Uncertain Benchmark - 6,540' Arizona


https://listsofjohn.com/peak/17467 1/1


C.E. Uncertain Benchmark  AZ 
Datasheet


Elevation : 6,540'
AZ Rank : 1180
AZ Prominence Rank : 55
County : Cochise
Quad : Doubtful Canyon
Coords : 32.3750°N, 109.0568°W Notice


Rise : 2,213'
Saddle : 4,327'
Parent Lineage
Line Parent : Gray Mountain
Proximate Parent : Wood Mountain
Isolation : 23.88 miles
Peloncillo Mountains Wilderness
Highpoint
YDS Class : 2 Discussion  Disclaimer
Weather Link
Snow Depth
CalTopo
Trip Reports:
  Submit a Trip Report
  Report 1
  Report 2
  Report 3
Links: peakbagger.com
Ascents: 
   28 members have reported ascents...
log in to view ascents


Add to Your Completed List  


Click on map to view full-screen map


Images:


Desert Mountaineer
 07-06-2018


John Kirk
 03-24-2016


John Kirk
 03-24-2016


John Kirk
 03-24-2016


John Kirk
 03-24-2016


John Kirk
 03-24-2016


ScottSurgent
 03-10-2009


Submit another image for this peak
Click on  icons for info/definitions
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**+,-*./0*1232*0,--30--*456-*7872329:74*4;<*=;<-*5>4;<=235;>*2?;@3*3,-*72328,--39ABCDBEF*G*HIJIKLMMJNOP*QRBSTCU*G*VWXYWOWXZ*SJI[J\]̂*_IJIKLMMJ*BMJ[\M̀IaWWW*X********UIJ\b]Ia*DMbHMJ\c*Sd[̀MeP***BMJ[\M̀Ia*_IJM*G*SRAfRFgRB*YVP*YZYZ**hiXXjX*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk**hiXXjX**_RSTDUEfTCU*l**_Cmgfnmo**hiXXjX**AT_*********l**hiXXjX**hiXXjX**SfEfRphCmUfil**EqphChrTSR**hiXXjX**hCmUfBi*****l**mS**hiXXjX**mSDS*smE_***l**_Cmgfnmo*hEUiCU*tYZXVu**hiXXjX**hiXXjX*************************khmBBRUf*SmBQRi*hCUfBCo**hiXXjX**vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv**hiXXjXk*UE_*VjtXNNYu*ACSTfTCUl*jY*YY*YNWwXVYOtUu*XZN*Zj*YxWYOwwNtyu***E_zmSfR_****hiXXjXk*UEQ_*VV*CBfrC*rRTDrf*l**XNV{WV***t|MJM[Ku*****wOYYW****t}MMJu*QRBfhCU*****hiXXjX**vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv**hiXXjX**DRCT_*rRTDrf****l********lYwWXZN*t|MJM[Ku*********************DRCT_XV**hiXXjX**oEAoEhR*hCBB****l*********lZWZx**tKMcb]HKu********************_RnoRhXV**hiXXjX**rCBq*CB_RB******l**frTB_**hiXXjX**hiXXjXWfLM*Lb[\~b]JIa*cbb[H\]IJMK*�M[M*MKJI�a\KLMH*�e*caIKK\cIa*̂MbHMJ\c*|MJLbHK**hiXXjXWI]H*IH�dKJMH*�e*JLM*UIJ\b]Ia*DMbHMJ\c*Sd[̀Me*\]*_McM|�M[*XNNjW**hiXXjXW**hiXXjXWfLM*UEQ_*VV*LM\̂LJ*�IK*cb|�dJMH*�e*I��ae\]̂*JLM*QRBfhCU*KL\}J*̀IadM*Jb**hiXXjXWJLM*UDQ_*YN*LM\̂LJ*tH\K�aIeMH*d]HM[*SmARBSR_R_*SmBQRi*hCUfBCoWu**hiXXjX**hiXXjXWS\̂]\}\cI]J*H\̂\JK*\]*JLM*̂Mb\H*LM\̂LJ*Hb*]bJ*]McMKKI[\ae*[M}aMcJ*Iccd[IceW**hiXXjXWDRCT_XV*LM\̂LJ*Iccd[Ice*MKJ\|IJM*ÌI\aI�aM*LM[MW**hiXXjX**hiXXjXWha\c�*�LbJb̂[I�LK*l*ALbJbK*|Ie*M�\KJ*}b[*JL\K*KJIJ\b]W**hiXXjX**hiXXjXWfLM*oI�aIcM*cb[[McJ\b]*�IK*cb|�dJMH*}[b|*_RnoRhXV*HM[\̀MH*HM}aMcJ\b]KW**hiXXjX**hiXXjXW*fLM*}baab�\]̂*̀IadMK*�M[M*cb|�dJMH*}[b|*JLM*UE_*VjtXNNYu*�bK\J\b]W**hiXXjX**hiXXjX�********************Ub[JL*********RIKJ*****m]\JK*ScIaM*nIcJb[*hb]̀M[̂W**hiXXjX�SAh*Eq*R*****l***XOYPN{wWwYx***jX{PVZxWZYY***Ff**XWZZZZjxxV***�Z*jO*jNW{**hiXXjX�SAh*Eq*R*****l***OZXPVNXWVX**XPZxYPwwxWXX***\nf**XWZZZZjxxV***�Z*jO*jNW{**hiXXjX�mfF**XY******l*jPOVjPwOXWOXO***wVYPVXOW{{w***Ff**XWZZZZXYXw***�X*ZY*Y{WZ**hiXXjX**hiXXjX�*************l**RaM̀*nIcJb[**�**ScIaM*nIcJb[*G***hb|�\]MH*nIcJb[**hiXXjX�SAh*Eq*R*****l***ZWNNNwNYZN**�***XWZZZZjxxV**G***ZWNNN{YwOw**hiXXjX�mfF**XY******l***ZWNNNwNYZN**�***XWZZZZXYXw**G***ZWNNN{ZxYx**hiXXjX**hiXXjX�****************A[\|I[e*E~\|dJL*FI[�*********************D[\H*E~**hiXXjX�SAh*Eq*R*****l**ACSTfTQR*********************************jZw*Zx*XZWY**hiXXjX�mfF**XY******l**ACSTfTQR*********************************jZO*j{*YYWN**hiXXjX**hiXXjXvmWSW*UEfTCUEo*DBT_*SAEfTEo*E__BRSS�*XYS�EVYVXOVjwOXtUE_*Vju**hiXXjX**hiXXjX�lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll�**hiXXjX�*AT_****BM}M[M]cM*C��McJ*********************_\KJI]cM******DMbHW*E~**�**hiXXjX�***********************************************************HHH||KKWK*�**hiXXjX�*hiXXjZ*ACSTfTQR****************************EAABC�W*YWZ*�F*jZwjNxNWN*�**hiXXjX�lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll�**hiXXjX**hiXXjX**************************SmARBSR_R_*SmBQRi*hCUfBCo*







��������� �����	

��


���
�������������������������������������
� !"��#�$%&'(()( ���


̂*_*̀*+abGDcD1*+EdGG**+,--.-[GDFFb/?̂*99*̀*GDF*b/*Ed+]*deF+Edf**+,--.-[\0E]*cd?d̂*eG?G**+,--.-[GF0gbcbF,̂*0*̀*\dGF*EDcb0gcD*0/1*D_fD+FD1*Fd*adc1**+,--.-hGF0gbcbF,̂*fdGbFbd/ADcD@0Fbd/*=Dcc**+,--.-**+,--.-**abGFdE,*****7*1OSJ*****+RQMYSYRQ********EJIRKS*gU**+,--.-**abGFdE,*****7*e/]******\d/e\D/FD1*******eG?G**+,--.-**abGFdE,*****7*-4<2*****?dd1*************eG?G**+,--.-**abGFdE,*****7*5;-4;--4*?dd1*************?Dd+0+**+,--.-**+,--.-**************************GF0Fbd/*1DG+EbfFbd/**+,--.-**+,--.-i1DG+EbgD1*g,*eG*?Ddcd?b+0c*GeE@D,*-4<2**+,--.-icd+0FD1*0gdeF*-5*\b8*30bEcb/D6*/D8*dj*G0/*Gb\d/k*d/*FaD*ab?aDGF*fdb/F**+,--.-idj*FaD*adEGDGadD*\de/F0b/Gk*d/*FaD*G8*Gb1D*dj*1degFjec*+0/,d/k*0gdeF**+,--.-i.8;*\b8*G8*dj*F8*E8*fD0EGd/G*adEGDGadD*E0/+ak*=ab+a*bG*FaD*/D0EDGF**+,--.-i=0FDEk*>8;*\b8*G8*dj*Ge\\bF*GF0Fbd/*d/*FaD*0Ebld/0*0/1*/D=*\D_b+d**+,--.-iE0bc=0,*0/1*-58;*\b8*/=8*dj*GFDb/G*f0GG*GF0Fbd/*d/*FaD*GdeFaDE/**+,--.-if0+bjb+*E0bcEd018**FaD*gde/10E,*cb/D*gDF=DD/*/D=*\D_b+d*0/1*0Ebld/0**+,--.-if0GGDG*d@DE*FaD*\de/F0b/G*Gd\D=aDED*/D0E*FaD*GF0Fbd/8**+,--.-i**+,--.-iGF0Fbd/*\0E]77+EdGG*+eF*b/*Gdcb1*Ed+]k*e/1DE*Ed+]*+0bE/8**+,--.-i**+,--.-iEDjDED/+D*\0E]77F0gcDFk*GF0\fD1*7779:;>777k*+D\D/FD1*b/*Gdcb1*Ed+]k**+,--.-i>85;*jF8*jEd\*GF0Fbd/*\0E]k*G*-9*1D?*<;*\b/*D8**+,--.-**+,--.-**************************GF0Fbd/*ED+d@DE,*35;-46**+,--.-**+,--.-iED+d@DE,*/dFD*g,*?Dd+0+ab/?*5;-4*31?6**+,--.-iEDjDED/+D*\0E]*GF0\fD1*i+8D8*e/+DEF0b/i*9:;>*-4:28***mmm*KJSKYJNOP*TRBIPJSJ8**DPOILJM*FYBJ*̀*;;̂;;̂;-*






