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Introductions

Horus Energy – Georgi Velkov and Mark 
Prichard
Westland Resources – Diana Sandoval, 
M.A. and Joel Diamond, PhD



Project Overview

• 75 MW AC project located on 596 acres of 
private land

• 10 miles northwest of Douglas and 13 miles 
northeast of Bisbee

• Evaluating plans to tie into the local 
transmission network passing through 
project site

• Components include photovoltaic (PV) solar 
panels, inverters and substation, there is no 
battery storage proposed for this project



Key Site 
Selection Conditions

• Existing transmission lines with available 
capacity

• Suitable site topography

• Uncontaminated, available private land

• Avoidance of critical wildlife habitat, 
floodplains and natural resources

• Ability to include a wildlife corridor and 
additional setback for neighbors 

• Existing road access limiting need to disturb 
additional land and develop new roadways



Public Engagement
• Newsletter about the project and open house 

invitation mailed to neighbors and stakeholders 
on March 5, 2024 in Spanish and English 

• Open house held on March 21, 2024 for 
project’s neighbors and attended by 
representatives from numerous organizations

• Project website is available with FAQs, contact 
information 

• Responses to agency and public comments



Project Benefits
• Tax revenue to the County

• Clean, renewable, local energy 
that promotes energy 
independence for the County

• Solar energy uses much 
less water than natural gas 
and coal units to generate 
electricity

• Solar energy production 
curve is aligned with power 
demand curve

• Support for local businesses 
(using local supplier for 
construction and money spent 
in the County during 
construction and operation)

• Job creation through 
construction and operation



Health and Safety Impacts of Photovoltaics 
• It is natural for neighbors near solar developments to be concerned about health and safety impacts. We’d like to 

address unnecessary fears:

• Solar PV technology does not result in emissions or contamination to the air, water, or soil. Concerns of 
public health and safety are evaluated in a study completed by N.C. State University (2017). In this published 
study, the negative health and safety impacts of utility scale PV development were shown to be negligible. 

• Solar PV panels typically consist of glass, polymer, aluminum, copper, and semiconductor materials that can 
be recovered and recycled at the end of their useful life.

• The Project will use crystalline silicone panels. Crystalline silicon panels represent approximately 90% of 
solar panels in use and research has shown they “do not pose a material risk or toxicity to public health and 
safety.”

• Cochise County requires a Decommissioning Plan to be submitted prior to a building permit application for 
new Solar Energy Power Plants and it requires financial assurances. The costs are updated by a licensed 
professional engineer and updated at no more than five-year intervals by the owner/operator adjusted for 
inflation. 



Preliminary Project Design
• There will be circa 225 acres of panels on total of 596 

acres of land. Approximately 400 acres will be fenced. 

• The ground coverage ratio for the arrays is approximately 
38% with distance from edge to edge between panels at 12 
feet 1 inch (AGFD recommended 12ft+)

• The distance from the panels to nearest residence is 
approximately 400 feet, most are further

• Compliance with all development standards (no 
modifications requested)





Wildlife and Habitat 
Preservation

Dahlia Solar Project will incorporate:

• Panel anti-reflective glare technology and rack spacing

• Large wildlife corridors/open space preservation providing 
additional setbacks and vegetative buffer where natural 
vegetation is present allowing large animals to travel around the 
site

• Wildlife-friendly fencing developed in coordination with AGFD that 
allows small wildlife to travel though the site

• Preservation of ephemeral ponding areas where wildlife may 
already utilize water sources within the project boundary

• Implement pre-construction bird/small mammal surveys and 
commitment to exclusion areas if nesting birds are detected

• Trench inspection and escape ramps for small animals during 
construction

• Increase native plant biodiversity through the long-term land 
management



Finding out more information

www.dahliasolar.com

Contact Us At:

Georgi Velkov

georgi.velkov@horuscapital.co.uk

Diana Sandoval

dsandoval@westlandresources.com

http://www.sanddunesolarproject.com/
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