Development Services

QA 520-432-9300
< developmentservices@cochise.az.gov
@@ wwuw.cochise.az.gov

. . e 1415 Melody Ln, Bdg F
Variance Application v Bisbee, Arizona 85603

Zoning regulations regulate land use, control the types of structures allowed, and maintain a
certain level of consistency within a community. These regulations are intended to apply equally
to all properties. However, in some circumstances a particular property is unfairly burdened by
the general rules, creating an unnecessary hardship for the owner. In Cochise County, the Board
of Adjustment considers all variance requests. A zoning variance, if granted by the Board of
Adjustment, allows a property owner to use their land or property in a way that deviates from the
established zoning regulations.

Applicant Info

Name: Ricardo Armando & Blanca Portugal

Address: 325 South San Simon Avenue, Bowie, AZ 85605

Phone: (520) 445-5841

Email: armando@swirr.com

Describe your relationship to this application (select one):

D Property owner (skip next question) Authorized agent

By typing their name below, the undersigned, registered property owner of the property subject
to this application, hereby grants the authorized agent noted above to act on their behalf and take
all actions necessary for the processing, issuance and acceptance of this permit or application.

Signature: Date:

Property Info

Property Owner Name(s): Ricardo Armando & Blanca Portugal

Parcel Number (APN): 30227038

Parcel Size (in acreage or square feet): Approx. 2 acres

Parcel Zoning Designation:




COCHISE Variance Application
COUNTY

Arizona

Processing Fee

$400. Applicants may pay online with a credit card or mail a check to the Development Services
Department at 1415 W Melody Ln, Building F, Bisbee, AZ 85603, payable to the Cochise County
Treasurer.

Required Submittals

|:| This application

D A concept plan

A non-refundable processing fee

Supplemental Questions
1. State which specific regulation within the Zoning Regulations from which you are seeking relief.

2.51.130- keeping of livestock
2.18.040- site development standards
2.48.040- building permit

2. Explain how the provision of the Zoning Regulations that you seek relief from has caused an
undue hardship to you.

My wife & | purchased this property in 2020 due to unforeseen circumstances. We moved onto a
property that lacked shade for our livestock; a mare, llama, 2 sheep, & 4 pigs. The quickest way to
provide shade was to build a small barn for their use. We've had this shade structure for a while,
with no complaints from our neighbors as our area is made up of families with farm animals, big &
small. Having to tear down or rebuild would be of great loss to our hard-earned, invested money
& time, while leaving our livestock without shade. The area we have provided for them is behind
our home, away from the main street (San Simon Ave.) & is the best space for them to roam free.
Having them re-adjust to new grounds would be difficult.

3. Describe any specific physical conditions, unique to your property, that do not allow it to
develop in the same manner as other properties within the same zoning district.

It is the safest place on our property as it is away from our home, utility lines, and the main road.
The ground has been worked for them to have a safe place for them to roam and be free without
getting hurt. They are at a good distance from our home, to where our 2 kids cannot easily get to
them. The remaining space of our property consists of unsafe items & newly planted trees that
could potentially harm them.
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Supplemental Questions

4. State any potential impacts caused by the application of your variance and how you intend to
minimize these impacts on neighboring properties.

The families that live next to us have had no complaints from the time we moved in to now. We
have great communication with them, and this includes the nice couple that live directly behind
us. Our livestock area lies back-to-back with theirs; only a small area divides our horse corrals. Our
animals are just a few steps away from each other to which we say, they keep each other
company. We have spoken to them, & they have no issues about our structure. We do our best to
maintain the grounds clean, so that it does not negatively impact anyone in our area.

5. Justify how what is proposed by this request is the minimum variance that will afford relief.

This has been a stressful situation caused by a person that lives many blocks away from us & who
only seeks to cause problems for us for his personal gain. Our pets cause no harm to anyone, at
most, they catch the attention of anyone that drives by. They are loving & friendly. Our daughter
just began her first year of FFA & the livestock that we've had for years, have allowed her to grow
her care & interest for every animal individually. It is the most positive thing we can do for our
children. We are always happy to adjust to any means necessary, but having to bring down the
only shade structure that stands now or to move them all would be a huge set back for us. We live
in an expensive time & having to move or rebuild would be difficult for us at the moment. We
hope that you please consider our request to allow us to keep everything as is.

6. Is there anything you, or the previous owner, could have reasonably done to prevent the need
for this variance?

No, the fenced areas were already there when we purchase the property, which was of big help
when we moved in our livestock.

Acknowledgment

By typing their name below, the applicant certifies that all information in this application and on
the site plan is true accurate. They understand that if any information is false, it may be grounds
for denial or future revocation of this permit.

Signature: Ricardo A. Portugal Date: 07/03/2025

Development Services Department Page 3
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Acknowledgments Continued, Prop 207 Waiver

By typing their name below, the property owner acknowledges that the approval being sought by
this application may cause a reduction in the existing rights to use, divide, sell or possess the
private property that is the subject of this application. The property owner further acknowledges
that it is the property owner who has requested the action sought by the filing of this application.
Therefore, with full knowledge of all rights granted to the property owner pursuant to A.R.S.§12-
1132 through 1138, the property owner does hereby waive any and all claims for diminution in
value of the property with regard to any action taken by Cochise County as result of the filing of
this application.

Signature (Property Owner): Ricardo A. Portugal Date: 07/03/2025
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Ricardo Armando & Blanca Portugal
325 South San Simon Avenue, Bowie, AZ 85605
Parcel #: 30227038
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