
12-102.02. State aid to the courts fund 

A. The state aid to the courts fund is established consisting of monies appropriated to the fund and monies 
allocated pursuant to section 41-2421, subsections B and J. The purpose of the fund is to provide state aid to the 
superior court, including the clerk of the superior court, and justice courts for the processing of criminal cases. 

B. The supreme court shall administer the fund. The supreme court shall allocate monies in the fund to the 
superior court, including the clerk of the court, and the justice courts in each county according to the following 
composite index formula: 

1. The three year average of the total felony filings in the superior court in the county, divided by the statewide 
three year average of the total felony filings in the superior court. 

2. The county population, as adopted by the department of economic security, divided by the statewide 
population, as adopted by the department of economic security. 

3. The sum of paragraphs 1 and 2 divided by two equals the composite index. 

4. The composite index for each county shall be used as the multiplier against the total funds appropriated from 
the state general fund and other monies distributed to the fund pursuant to section 41-2421. 

C. The presiding judge of the superior court in each county, in coordination with the chairman of the county 
board of supervisors or the chairman's designee, the clerk of the superior court, the presiding justice of the peace 
and an elected justice of the peace of the county shall submit a plan to the supreme court that details how the 
funds allocated to the county pursuant to this section will be used and how the plan will assist the county in 
improving criminal case processing. The presiding judge of the superior court, the chairman of the board of 
supervisors or the chairman's designee, the clerk of the superior court, the presiding justice of the peace and an 
elected justice of the peace shall sign the plan and shall indicate their endorsement of the plan as submitted or 
shall outline their disagreement with any provisions of the plan. The supreme court may approve the plan or 
require changes to the plan in order to achieve the goal of improved criminal case processing. 

D. By January 8, 2001 and every year thereafter by January 8, the supreme court shall report to the governor, the 
legislature, the joint legislative budget committee, each county board of supervisors and the Arizona criminal 
justice commission on the expenditure of the fund monies for the prior fiscal year and on the progress made in 
achieving the goal of improved criminal case processing. This information may be combined into one report 
with the information required pursuant to section 12-102.01, subsection D. 

E. All monies spent or distributed from the fund shall be used to supplement, not supplant, funding at the level 
provided in fiscal year 1997-1998 by the counties for the processing of criminal cases in the superior court, 
including the office of the clerk of the superior court, and justice courts. 

F. Monies in the state aid to the courts fund are exempt from the provisions of section 35-190 relating to lapsing 
of appropriations and monies allocated pursuant to section 41-2421, subsections B and J are subject to legislative 
appropriation. Any state general fund monies appropriated to the fund may be spent without further legislative 
appropriation. 

G. On notice from the supreme court, the state treasurer shall invest and divest monies in the fund as provided by 
section 35-313, and monies earned from investment shall be credited to the fund. 
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