
 

 - i - 
 

 

CORRECTED 
 
 

Senate Engrossed 
 

counties; board; administrative review; approval 
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
Senate 
Fifty-seventh Legislature 
First Regular Session 
2025 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 8 
 

SENATE BILL 1286 
 

 
 

AN ACT 
 
AMENDING SECTIONS 11-269.27, 11-822 AND 11-823, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; 
RELATING TO COUNTY PLANNING. 
 
 

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE) 
 



S.B. 1286 
 
 
 
 

 - 1 - 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 11-269.27, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

to read: 3 
11-269.27.  Administrative review and approval; 4 

self-certification program; expedited approval; 5 
definitions 6 

A.  Notwithstanding any other law, the board of supervisors of a 7 
county may by ordinance do the following: 8 

1.  Authorize administrative personnel to review and approve site 9 
plans, development plans, land divisions, lot line adjustments, lot ties, 10 
ASSURANCES, preliminary plats, final plats and plat amendments without a 11 
public hearing HELD BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 12 

2.  Authorize administrative personnel to review and approve design 13 
plans based on objective standards without a public hearing. 14 

3.  Adopt a self-certification program allowing registered 15 
architects and professional engineers to certify and be responsible for 16 
compliance with all applicable ordinances and construction standards for 17 
projects that the ordinance identifies as being qualified for 18 
self-certification. 19 

4.  Allow at-risk submittals for certain on-site preliminary grading 20 
and drainage work or infrastructure. 21 

5.  Allow applicants with a history of compliance with building 22 
codes and regulations to be eligible for expedited permit review. 23 

B.  Applications for a license pursuant to this section are subject 24 
to chapter 11, article 1 of this title. 25 

C.  For the purposes of this section: ,  26 
1.  "LICENSE" HAS THE SAME MEANING PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 9-831. 27 
2.  "Objective" means not influenced by personal interpretation, 28 

taste or feelings of a county employee and verifiable by reference to an 29 
adopted benchmark, standard or criterion available and knowable by the 30 
applicant or proponent.  31 

Sec. 2.  Section 11-822, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 32 
read: 33 

11-822.  Subdivision approval; platting regulations; 34 
violation; classification; easement vesting 35 

A.  No A plat of a subdivision of land within the area of 36 
jurisdiction of the county shall NOT be accepted for recording or recorded 37 
until it has been approved by the board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS 38 
AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY ORDINANCE.  The approval of the board OR 39 
A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY ORDINANCE shall 40 
be endorsed in writing on the plat and shall also include specific 41 
identification and approval of the assurances, except those for hiking and 42 
equestrian trails required by this section.  If a county planning and 43 
zoning commission exists, the plat may be referred to the commission for 44 
its consideration and the board may receive the recommendation of the 45 
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commission.  If the subdivision is comprised of subdivided land LANDS, as 1 
defined in section 32-2101, and is within an active management area, as 2 
defined in section 45-402, the plat shall not be approved unless it is 3 
accompanied by a certificate of assured water supply issued by the 4 
director of water resources, or unless the subdivider has obtained a 5 
written commitment of water service for the subdivision from a city, town 6 
or private water company designated as having an assured water supply by 7 
the director of water resources pursuant to section 45-576 or is exempt 8 
from such a requirement pursuant to section 45-576.  The board shall note 9 
on the face of the plat that a certificate of assured water supply has 10 
been submitted with the plat or that the subdivider has obtained a 11 
commitment of water service for the proposed subdivision from a city, town 12 
or private water company designated as having an assured water supply 13 
pursuant to section 45-576. 14 

B.  The ground of refusal or approval of any plat submitted, 15 
including citation of or reference to the rule or regulation violated by 16 
the plat, shall be stated on the record of the board. 17 

C.  Approval of a plat shall not be deemed to constitute or effect 18 
an acceptance by the county for designation of any street, highway, 19 
bicycle facility or other way or open space shown on the plat into the 20 
county maintenance system except for hiking and equestrian trails that are 21 
constructed and maintained by the county.  However, at the time the 22 
streets, highways, bicycle facilities or other ways are fully completed in 23 
accordance with the approved plat and written specifications made by the 24 
county board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY 25 
ORDINANCE, the county shall accept the streets, highways, bicycle 26 
facilities and other ways into the county maintenance system within one 27 
year of AFTER completion. 28 

D.  Any person causing a final plat to be recorded without first 29 
submitting the plat and obtaining approval of the board OR A COUNTY 30 
EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY ORDINANCE is guilty of a 31 
class 2 misdemeanor.  A county recorder shall not accept for recording or 32 
record any plat that has not been approved as provided by this article. 33 

E.  On recording of a plat, the fee of the streets, alleys, avenues, 34 
highways, easements, parks and other parcels of ground reserved to the use 35 
of the public vests in trust in the county for the uses and to the extent 36 
depicted on the plat, including ingress and egress easements depicted on 37 
the plat.  On annexation by any city or town the fee automatically vests 38 
in the city or town. 39 

F.  For any subdivision that consists of lots, tracts or parcels, 40 
each of which is of a size as prescribed by the board of supervisors, the 41 
board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY 42 
ORDINANCE may waive the requirement to prepare, submit and receive 43 
approval of a preliminary plat as a condition precedent to submitting a 44 
final plat and may waive or reduce infrastructure standards or 45 
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requirements except for improved dust-controlled access and minimum 1 
drainage improvements.  2 

Sec. 3.  Section 11-823, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 3 
read: 4 

11-823.  Water supply; adequacy; exemptions 5 
A.  To protect the public health and safety, the general regulations 6 

adopted by the board pursuant to section 11-821, subsection B, if approved 7 
by unanimous vote of the board of supervisors, may provide that, except as 8 
provided in subsection C and subsection D, paragraph 1 of this section, 9 
the board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY 10 
ORDINANCE shall not approve a final plat for a subdivision composed of 11 
subdivided lands, as defined in section 32-2101, located outside of an 12 
active management area, as defined in section 45-402, unless one of the 13 
following applies: 14 

1.  The director of water resources has determined that there is an 15 
adequate water supply for the subdivision pursuant to section 45-108 and 16 
the subdivider has included the report with the plat. 17 

2.  The subdivider has obtained a written commitment of water 18 
service for the subdivision from a city, town or private water company 19 
designated as having an adequate water supply by the director of water 20 
resources pursuant to section 45-108. 21 

B.  If the board unanimously adopts the provision authorized by 22 
subsection A of this section: 23 

1.  The board may include in the general regulations an exemption 24 
from the provision for a subdivision that the director of water resources 25 
has determined will have an inadequate water supply because the water 26 
supply will be transported to the subdivision by motor vehicle or train if 27 
all of the following apply: 28 

(a)  The board determines that there is no feasible alternative 29 
water supply for the subdivision and that the transportation of water to 30 
the subdivision will not constitute a significant risk to the health and 31 
safety of the residents of the subdivision. 32 

(b)  If the water to be transported to the subdivision will be 33 
withdrawn or diverted in the service area of a municipal provider as 34 
defined in section 45-561, the municipal provider has consented to the 35 
withdrawal or diversion. 36 

(c)  If the water to be transported is groundwater, the 37 
transportation complies with the provisions governing the transportation 38 
of groundwater in title 45, chapter 2, article 8.  39 

(d)  The transportation of water to the subdivision meets any 40 
additional conditions imposed by the county. 41 

2.  The board shall promptly give written notice of the adoption of 42 
the provision to the director of water resources, the director of 43 
environmental quality and the state real estate commissioner.  The notice 44 
shall include a certified copy of the provision and any exemptions adopted 45 
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pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subsection.  Water providers may be 1 
eligible to receive monies in a water supply development fund, as 2 
otherwise provided by law. 3 

3.  The board shall not rescind the provision or amend it in a 4 
manner that is inconsistent with subsection A of this section.  If the 5 
board amends the provision, it shall give written notice of the amendment 6 
to the director of water resources, the director of environmental quality 7 
and the state real estate commissioner.  The board may rescind an 8 
exemption adopted pursuant to paragraph 1 of this subsection.  If the 9 
board rescinds the exemption, it shall give written notice of the 10 
rescission to the director of water resources, the director of 11 
environmental quality and the state real estate commissioner, and the 12 
board shall not readopt the exemption for at least five years after the 13 
rescission becomes effective. 14 

4.  If the board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE 15 
ADOPTED COUNTY ORDINANCE approves a subdivision plat pursuant to 16 
subsection A, paragraph 1 or 2 of this section, the board shall note on 17 
the face of the plat that the director of water resources has reported 18 
that the subdivision has an adequate water supply or that the subdivider 19 
has obtained a commitment of water service for the proposed subdivision 20 
from a city, town or private water company designated as having an 21 
adequate water supply pursuant to section 45-108. 22 

5.  If the board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE 23 
ADOPTED COUNTY ORDINANCE approves a subdivision plat pursuant to an 24 
exemption authorized by paragraph 1 of this subsection or granted by the 25 
director of water resources pursuant to section 45-108.02 or 45-108.03: 26 

(a)  The board shall give written notice of the approval to the 27 
director of water resources and the director of environmental quality. 28 

(b)  The board shall include on the face of the plat a statement 29 
that the director of water resources has determined that the water supply 30 
for the subdivision is inadequate and a statement describing the exemption 31 
under which the plat was approved, including a statement that the board or 32 
the director of water resources, whichever applies, has determined that 33 
the specific conditions of the exemption were met.  If the director of 34 
water resources subsequently informs the board that the subdivision is 35 
being served by a water provider that has been designated by the director 36 
as having an adequate water supply pursuant to section 45-108, the board 37 
shall record in the county recorder's office a statement disclosing that 38 
fact. 39 

C.  Subsection A of this section does not apply to: 40 
1.  A proposed subdivision that the director of water resources has 41 

determined will have an inadequate water supply pursuant to section 45-108 42 
if the director grants an exemption for the subdivision pursuant to 43 
section 45-108.02 and the exemption has not expired or the director grants 44 
an exemption pursuant to section 45-108.03. 45 
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2.  A proposed subdivision that received final plat approval from 1 
the county before the requirement for an adequate water supply became 2 
effective in the county if the plat has not been materially changed since 3 
it received the final plat approval.  If changes were made to the plat 4 
after the plat received the final plat approval, the director of water 5 
resources shall determine whether the changes are material pursuant to the 6 
rules adopted by the director to implement section 45-108.  If the county 7 
approves a plat pursuant to this paragraph and the director of water 8 
resources has determined that there is an inadequate water supply for the 9 
subdivision pursuant to section 45-108, the county shall note this on the 10 
face of the plat. 11 

D.  If the subdivision is composed of subdivided lands as defined in 12 
section 32-2101 outside of an active management area and the board has not 13 
adopted a provision pursuant to subsection A of this section: 14 

1.  If the director of water resources has determined that there is 15 
an adequate water supply for the subdivision pursuant to section 45-108 or 16 
if the subdivider has obtained a written commitment of water service for 17 
the subdivision from a city, town or private water company designated as 18 
having an adequate water supply by the director of water resources 19 
pursuant to section 45-108, the board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS 20 
AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY ORDINANCE shall note this on the face of 21 
the plat if the plat is approved. 22 

2.  If the director of water resources has determined that there is 23 
an inadequate water supply for the subdivision pursuant to section 45-108, 24 
the board OR A COUNTY EMPLOYEE WHO IS AUTHORIZED BY THE ADOPTED COUNTY 25 
ORDINANCE shall note this on the face of the plat if the plat is approved.  26 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE GOVERNOR MARCH 25, 2025. 
 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 25, 2025. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


