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CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2024
1. The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m., with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call was taken and the following Councilmembers were present: Mayor Rachel Medina, Mayor Pro-tem Arlina Yazzie, Lydia DeHaven, Robert Dobry, Matthew Keefauver, David Rainey, and Dennis Spruell.  Staff present included:  Chief of Police Vernon Knuckles, Finance Director Kelly Koskie, Director of Parks and Recreation Creighton Wright, Deputy City Clerk Donna Murphy, City Clerk Linda Smith, City Manager Drew Sanders, and City Attorney Patrick Coleman.  There were approximately six people present in the audience.
Councilmember Dobry moved that the agenda of February 27, 2024 be approved.  Mayor Pro-tem Yazzie seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

         DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver        Medina          Rainey        Spruell         Yazzie          

             Yes                 Yes                  Yes                Yes                  Yes              Yes             Yes
2.    The Consent Agenda items acted upon by Council were as follows:
a. Approval of the Expenditure List for February 27, 2024.
b.  Approval of a renewal Hotel and Restaurant Liquor License for The Wigglin’ Pig, LLC., DBA The Wigglin’ Pig, located at 76 South Veach Street, Cortez.

c. Approval of a renewal Hotel and Restaurant Liquor License for Shiloh Inc., DBA Shiloh Steakhouse, located at 5 South Veach Street, Cortez.

d.  Approval of a Change in Corporate Structure for Cortez Veterans, Inc., DBA Cortez Veterans, Inc., located at 320 North Harrison Street, Cortez. 
e.  Approval of a Special Event Permit for the Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce to partner with Say Yes to the Dress Boutique to host a Masquerade Ball on Saturday, March 2, 2024 from 8:00-11:00 p.m., on the premises of the Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce, located at 20 West Main Street, Cortez.
Councilmember Dobry moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  Councilmember DeHaven seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:

DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver        Medina          Rainey        Spruell         Yazzie          

         Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes                 Yes              Yes              Yes
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
· Lana Waters, Cortez, CO. Ms. Waters spoke to City Council in regards to a Colorado Open Records Act request that lead to the finding of documents showing proof that Councilmember Rainey and Councilmember Keefauver had ex-parte communications that was not disclosed prior to a quasi-judicial hearing on September 26, 2023.  She stated that both Councilmembers sat as judges and have violated the law of a quasi-judicial hearing.  The power to decide on a quasi-judicial hearing affecting land use and development is a significant power and should be treated as such.  Public officials hold a public trust and are expected to adhere to a standard of behavior that does not violate or appear to violate that trust.  She stated that the councilmembers have done both.  She stated that the citizens of Cortez should be able to trust in the honesty and integrity of their City Councilmembers and the process of these hearings and now trust has been broken.  She noted that both Councilmember Rainey and Councilmember Keefauver have not only put themselves at risk of being sued personally by the applicants but the City of Cortez and the City Council as a whole as well.  Ms. Waters continued saying that the public has an expectation that the councilors judging quasi-judicial hearings are fair and impartial.  Decisions made should be free from objectionable bias and personal motivations and this hearing and others related to it were not.  Ms. Waters recommended in an effort to restore integrity and trust of the public that Councilmember Rainey and Councilmember Keefauver resign from City Council immediately and if they do not, recommend other Councilmembers ask them to do so as they have done with other Board members in the past.  She finished stating that it is the Council’s responsibility to oversee and regulate the conduct of individual councilors and that trust is earned when actions meet words.
4.    PRESENTATIONS: 
a. December Financials Statements.  Director of Finance Koskie presented Council with the December 2023 Financial Statements stating that overall the City of Cortez fared well in 2023.  In the General Fund, revenues increased from $14.7 million in 2022 to $16.3 million in 2023, a 11% increase.  Expenses increased from $12.1 million in 2022 to $17.1 million in 2023, a 41% increase, noting that the majority of the increase is due to payment of the Water Fund loans. Overall net income for 2023 was $1.4 million at year end. In the Refuse Fund total revenue was up 25.5 % of projected while total expenses were 87.6% of projected.  Net revenue was $377,359.34 at year end.  The Recreation Center Fund revenue was up 9.5% of projected while expense was only 81.6% of projected. At year end net revenue was $899,356.43.  Ms. Koskie also noted that sales tax figures were 2% over 2022 and there was a decline of 2% in Lodger’s tax and that Marijuana tax showed a 26% decline. Council comments included the leases on the refuse trucks and the overall improvement in the refuse department. 
5.    PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
a.
Ordinance No. 1325, Series 2024.
Director of Finance Koskie presented Council with Ordinance No. 1325, Series 2024 for second reading.  She noted that four items were not budgeted in the 2024 budget and needs to be re-authorized in the 2024 budget.  The items included the pocket park playgrounds, the outdoor pool heater, a universal turf machine and the Golf Professional Contract.  Staff recommends that City Council approve on second reading Ordinance No. 1325, Series 2024, an ordinance amending the 2024 budget for an increase of $362,024.00.  Mayor Medina inquired on supply chain issues and labor concerns.  Director of Parks and Recreation Wright spoke on the Mayor’s concern.  The public hearing was opened, no one spoke, and the public hearing was closed.  City Manager Sanders reiterated that these are not new items and they are being rolled over from the 2023 budget.

Mayor Pro-tem Yazzie moved that City Council approve on second reading, Ordinance No. 1325, Series 2024, an ordinance amending the 2024 budget for the Parks and Recreation Department within the General Fund, in the amount of $362,024.00.  Councilmember Rainey seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

         DeHaven        Dobry           Keefauver        Medina          Rainey        Spruell         Yazzie          

             Yes              Yes                  Yes                   Yes               Yes               Yes               Yes

6.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
7.     NEW BUSINESS
a. New Application for a Retail Liquor Store Liquor License.  Deputy City Clerk Murphy stated that a new application has been received from Elevated Liquors, LLC, owner Cole Clark, for a new Retail Liquor Store Liquor License, to be located at 530 North Broadway, Cortez. She stated that fingerprints and individual history records have been completed for the applicant and is on file with the City Clerk’s office. As per C.R.S. Statutes 44-3-302(2)(a) and 44-3-312(2)(a), the local licensing authority must consider the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood to which the applicant seeks to locate their business and to verify that the applicant is of good character. A public hearing must be set not less than thirty days from the date of application. Public hearing has been noticed by placing a sign on the premises and notice will be placed in the Cortez Journal. Staff is requesting that Council set a public hearing date of Tuesday, March 12, 2024, for review of the new Retail Liquor Store Liquor License application for Elevated Liquors, LLC, and the neighborhood boundaries be set as the Cortez City limits. 

Councilmember Dobry moved that Council set a public hearing date of Tuesday, March 12, 2024, for review of a new Retail Liquor Store Liquor License for Elevated Liquors, LLC., DBA Elevated Liquors, located at 530 North Broadway, Cortez, and the neighborhood boundaries be set as the Cortez City limits.  Mayor Pro-tem Yazzie seconded the motion and the vote was as
         DeHaven        Dobry           Keefauver        Medina          Rainey        Spruell         Yazzie          

             Yes              Yes                  Yes                   Yes               Yes               Yes               Yes
  8.   DRAFT RESOLUTION/ORDINANCES: None
9.   CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT: None

10. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  City Manager Sanders gave a report on the following:
· Two of the watershed protection signs, obtained through a Colorado Rural Water Association Source Water Protection Grant, have been installed on the West Fork of the Dolores River and at the McPhee Recreation Complex on Road 25.  Two additional signs are waiting for installation on Lizard Head Pass and at Groundhog Reservoir along with the approval to place signs at the forest service campground kiosks. 

· The airport parking lot project will consist of about 120 parking spaces and a pickup/drop-off area with improved sidewalks and ADA compliance as well as landscaping improvements. Construction is anticipated to begin in April, 2024 and should take about 70 days to complete. The project cost is $2.2M before value engineering. The majority of the funding is through the ARPA grant and the FAA Airport Improvement Program. 

· The City Council candidate meet and greet was held Tuesday February 20, 2024 at 6 p.m. in Council Chambers.  This was a great opportunity for senior staff to meet and learn about the six council candidates, and for the candidates to learn a little about each of the City departments. 

11.   CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.  Mayor’s Report on Workshop.  Mayor Medina stated there was not a Workshop scheduled. 
b. Library Advisory Board.  Councilmember DeHaven attended the recent Library Advisory Board meeting and discussion was had on role of the Board and election of officers are being determined.  She noted that further Library Advisory Board meetings will be postponed until after a new Library Director has been hired.
c. ​Golf Advisory Board.  Councilmember Spruell stated that the golf course will be opening soon.

12.   OTHER ITEMS OF BUSINESS: None
13.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Pro-tem Yazzie moved that the regular meeting be adjourned at 7:54 p.m.  Councilmember DeHaven seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:
      DeHaven        Dobry           Keefauver        Medina          Rainey        Spruell         Yazzie          

            Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes               Yes               Yes               Yes


________________________________






                                             Rachel B. Medina, Mayor 
ATTEST:

_______________________________
        Donna L. Murphy, Deputy City Clerk









