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      CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2024
1. The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m., with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call was taken and the following Councilmembers were present: Mayor Rachel Medina, Mayor Pro-tem Lydia DeHaven, Robert Dobry, Matthew Keefauver, Bill Lewis, April Randle and Dennis Spruell.  Staff present included:  Chief of Police Vernon Knuckles, Finance Director Kelly Koskie, Airport Director Jeremy Patton, Human Resources Director Matt Cashner, Director of Parks and Recreation Creighton Wright, Community and Economic Development Director Rachael Marchbanks, Community and Economic Development Specialist Helen West, City Engineer Kevin Kissler, Contract City Planner Nancy Dosdall, Director of Public Works Brian Peckins, Court Clerk/Administrator Carla Odell, IT Technician Aaron Holleman, City Clerk Linda Smith, Deputy City Clerk Donna Murphy, City Manager Drew Sanders, and City Attorney Patrick Coleman.  There were sixteen people present in the audience.
Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven moved that the agenda of July 9, 2024 be approved.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

         DeHaven         Dobry         Keefauver          Lewis        Medina        Randle         Spruell          

             Yes                 Yes                 Yes                  Yes              Yes             Yes               Yes
Mayor Medina commented that anyone in the audience that would like to make a statement during Public Participation would need to complete a comment card which is located by the door.  
The following statement was made by Mayor Medina regarding the 4th of July events:
We are deeply saddened by the events that abruptly ended the July 4th fireworks celebration in Cortez. The safety of our community is always our top priority at all public events, and the City does not tolerate any behavior that jeopardizes the well-being of our residents and visitors. We extend our sincere gratitude to all first responders who acted promptly and professionally to evacuate Parque de Vida and the surrounding area.
It was a somber and unsettling conclusion to what otherwise was a joyous day. While disappointing, we are relieved that no one was injured and that the suspect was apprehended quickly.  We at the City of Cortez are committed to fostering a community where everyone can thrive, and we firmly believe that the unfortunate actions of one individual do not reflect the spirit of unity, community, and safety that defines Cortez.  We will continue to work diligently to ensure that all residents and visitors feel safe and secure at our events and throughout our community. 

2.    The Consent Agenda items acted upon by Council were as follows:
a. Approval of the Special Meeting/Worksession Council Agenda Minutes for June 25, 2024.
b.  Approval of the Expenditure List for July 9, 2024.
c. Approval of a renewal application for a Fermented Malt Beverage and Wine Liquor License for Western Refining Retail, Inc., DBA Speedway #9499, located at 921 East Main Street, Cortez.
d.  Approval of a renewal application for a Retail Liquor Store Liquor License for Seven Eighteen Cortez, Inc., DBA Liquid Assets, located at 718 East Main Street, Cortez.
e.  Approval of a renewal application for a Hotel and Restaurant Liquor License for La Casita de Cortez, LLC, DBA La Casita de Cortez, located at 332 East Main Street, Cortez.
Councilmember Dobry moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:

    DeHaven         Dobry         Keefauver         Lewis         Medina        Randle         Spruell          

             Yes                 Yes                Yes                  Yes              Yes             Yes               Yes
3.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
· Susan Kemnitz, Cortez,  spoke about her disappointment that Council raised the CORA fees commenting that the State allows for the fee to be increased but each municipality has a different economic threshold and Cortez isn’t the same as Denver.  She stated that the citizens are losing their trust in the City which is the reason the City is seeing so many CORA requests.  It is Council’s duty to have a higher standard of morals, character, and ethics.
· Joy Bullock, Cortez, stated that she must have one of the largest water bills in the City and it makes no sense.  Her largest water bill paid in the past was in 2023 and was $445 and her bill from the City last month was $770 and this month is $824.  She stated that they have cut their water usage since last month by 25% and it has not made a difference.  The City has checked and there is not a leak and their sprinkler system has not changed.  She spoke with staff in the Water Department and was told to xeriscape her yard and the reason for the increase was that we are building a new water treatment plant.  Ms. Bullock stated that something is not right.
· Brent Pharo, Cortez, stated that he just returned from being out of town and had his water turned off for the period he was gone; however, his water bill was $300.00 though there was no usage other than the sprinkler system.  He stated that he understands rate increases but the new rate increase seems punitive and they, along with many people that are on a fixed income, cannot afford these rates and cannot afford to xeriscape.  He stated that the rates are out of line. 
· Kathy Clark, Cortez, stated that she has been a resident of Cortez for 22 years and has taught at the Cortez Middle School.  She stated that she was quite surprised when she opened her water bill and it was almost $400.  She looked at her bill last year for a similar period of time and she had used 800 galloons more and her water bill was half as much.  She stated that she has worked hard to meet her financial obligations on her own and values a nice home and nice yard that is pretty.  She is willing to pay for the water to keep her grass living and green but she cannot afford a monthly bill like she just received.  She is confident that Council’s water conservation plan was at the heart of the new sliding rate but this is excessive.  She is concerned that our prosperous little town on the edge of the dessert will dry up and wither away.  Dead dry grass gives the impression of neglect and desperation and she asked if that is the image that Cortez wants to portray.  She asked that Council consider returning the water rates to the 2023 levels. 
· Anna Pedersen, Cortez, commented that she owns a home and the neighbors in her neighborhood take pride in their property by watering and maintaining their yards.  She stated that this rate hike will force many to not be able to maintain their yard.  She understands the push for xeriscape and commented that even if she did xeriscape, though she doesn’t want it, she couldn’t afford to replace her sprinkler system with drip, remove her lawn, and gravel her property.  She noted that many of the citizens in Cortez are on a fixed income and cannot afford to xeriscape either.  She commented that several of her neighbors are already not watering their yards and their yards have turned to weeds and dirt and there are signs of the trees dying.  She commented that trees are vital to this community and asked that Council revisit the water rate hike and that the emphasis should be on maintaining the beauty of our community.  
· Charlie Williamson, Cortez, stated that he is concerned about the cost of water and that it seems the goal is to get rid of yards by going to dry-scaping.  He stated that everyone’s property values will go down and that when you get rid of the beautification, it takes away from the community.  The only green space for the kids to be able to run around in will be the park.  He asked why the cost went up so much and asked why the citizens are not billed in tenths as the billing does not make any sense.  He asked if properties will be re-evaluated by the Assessor when the beautification is gone.
· Larry Trembly, Cortez, commented that when he received his water bill he had the City come to check to see if he had a leak.  His water bill was $300 this month and for the same time last year and for the same amount of water usage, his bill was $150.  He stated that the fee is $9 per thousand  and last year the fee was $5 per thousand.  He asked why the City doubled the cost of water.  He can not afford this bill and that most people living in Cortez are retired and on a fixed income.  He stated that he has a beautiful yard but he will let it die.  
Mayor Medina stated that the City did a water rate study and a company gave the City recommendations to have a tiered rate to help raise money for the severely aging infrastructure while incentivizing conservation.  She stated that it is alarming that people have bills that are so high and Council needs to address the issue.  City Manager Sanders stated that the issue is about conservation and the amount of water that is being used needs to decrease but it is disappointing on the amounts for the bills.  Staff will review at the issue and come back to Council.   

4.    PRESENTATIONS:  None.   
5.    PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
a.  Resolution No. 10, Series 2024.  Contract City Planner Dosdall stated that Resolution No. 10, Series 2024, approves a site development plan for an addition to an existing commercial building located at 1240 Lebanon Road.  She stated that Terry Tevault (the applicant), on behalf of the Vault Property LLC (the owner), is proposing a site plan to construct an addition to the existing structure located at 1240 Lebanon Road.  The proposal will double the size of the existing Body by Design building.  The lot is 3.15 acres and currently houses the existing Body by Design fitness center.  The property is zoned Industrial (I) and the property is bounded on two sides by the Carpenter Natural Area and two sides by Industrial zoned properties.  A portion of the property is located in a flood zone; however, the addition is probably not located in the flood zone and the City has included a requirement that a drainage report shall be submitted that meets CDPHE requirements and approved by the City Engineer prior to issuance of a building permit for the property.  The site plan review is to ensure compliance with all regulations and to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, to promote growth, to ensure adequate provision of public services and facilities and to guide the character of the City.  The site plan was reviewed and it was noted that the additional parking will be paved and the landscaping requirement will be met.  The Planning and Zoning Commission and staff recommend approval.  City Attorney Coleman stated that the address is incorrectly written and noted that the address is 1240 Lebanon Road (not 1240 Industrial Road).
Terry Tevault (applicant) stated that they will work with the City to do what is required to move the project forward.  Mayor Medina opened the public hearing; however, no one spoke and the public comment section was closed.  
Councilmember Lewis moved that Council approve Resolution No. 10, Series 2024, a resolution approving a site development plan for an addition to an existing commercial building located at 1240 Lebanon (not Industrial) Road, Cortez, Colorado, in the Industrial (I) Zoning District, with four conditions as stated in the resolution.  Councilmember Dobry seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:
   DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver          Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell
        Yes                Yes                   Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes

6.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None
7.     NEW BUSINESS
a. Resolution No. 12, Series 2024.  Contract City Planner Dosdall stated that Resolution No. 12, Series 2024, is a resolution approving the Minor Subdivision Plat for an Amended Plat of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Block 8 of the Cornetts Subdivision, located at 1082 and 1060 North Mildred Street, Cortez.  The applicant, Walter C. Reed, is proposing a three-lot minor subdivision/re-subdivision of two existing parcels of land located at 1082 and 1060 North Mildred Road.  The parcels are currently vacant and zoned residential Manufactured Home District (MH).  The minor subdivision as submitted appears to meet all applicable development standards.  Setback requirements will be determined during the building permit stage.  Staff recommends approval with one condition as noted in the resolution.   
Councilmember Dobry moved that Council approve Resolution No. 12, Series 2024, a resolution approving the Minor Subdivision Plat for an Amended Plat of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Block 8 of the Cornetts Subdivision, located at 1082 and 1060 North Mildred Street, Cortez, Colorado, with one condition as stated in the resolution.  Councilmember Randle seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver          Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          

         Yes                 Yes                   Yes                  Yes                 Yes             Yes               Yes

b. Resolution No. 13, Series 2024.  Contract City Planner Dosdall stated that Resolution No. 13, Series 2024, is a resolution approving the 1st Amended Plat of Lots 1 and 2, Block 7 F.R. Coffin’s Addition to the Town of Cortez, located at 450 East Main Street, Cortez, Colorado, submitted by John and Amador Garcia.  The parcel currently includes two separate buildings/businesses and the request is to subdivide the parcel so that each building is on its own, separate parcel.  It was noted that staff has identified that it does not appear that easements have been created to allow for access to all utilities.  While both parcels will continue to have direct access to Harrison Street, it is recommended that cross easements for access and parking be provided.  Otherwise, the minor subdivision as submitted appears to meet all applicable development standards.  Staff recommends approval of the project with two conditions as stated in Resolution No. 13, Series 2024.   
John Garcia thanked Council for their consideration and praised the hard work of Contract City Planner Dosdall.  Mayor Medina opened the meeting for public comments; however, no one spoke and the comment section was closed.  
Councilmember Randle moved that Council approve Resolution No. 13, Series 2024, a resolution approving the 1st Amended Plat of Lots 1 and 2, Block 7 F.R. Coffin’s Addition to the Town of Cortez, located at 450 East Main Street, Cortez, Colorado, with two condition as stated in the resolution.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:


DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          


    Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes
c. CDOT Aeronautics Discretionary Grant Award Resolution for matches of Parking Lot and Runway Rehabilitation Projects.  Airport Manager Patton stated that the Parking Lot Rehabilitation is currently in the construction phase and the majority of the project, from design and engineering to most of the construction, is funded by the City’s existing ARPA grant.  The areas of the parking lot not planned for revenue-generation were eligible for Federal and State apportionment, hence the combined agreement with a concurrent Airport Improvement Plan Capital Project-the Runway 3/21 Rehabilitation Project.  The construction of the runway will have a separate Grant Resolution given the timeline of execution slated for the Spring of 2025.  The Grant Resolution included in the packet is authorized by CDOT Aeronautics and outlines the Federal, State and Local matches of the applicable funds for the Parking Lot Rehabilitation as well as the 2025 Runway Rehabilitation Project.  The resolution ensures compliance with Federal and State Grant Assurances for the sponsor, the City of Cortez.  Airport Manager Patton stated that this does not depict local funding sources already applied to the Parking Lot Project, i.e. ARPA funds are a separate grant execution and reimbursement process already in-play.  The fiscal impact was reviewed noting that the State will pay $34,589.00, Local (City of Cortez) $34,589.00, and Federal total is $1,314,400.00.  Combined Project Funding is $1,383,579.00.  Staff recommends approve of the Grant Award Resolution and authorize the Mayor to sign the resolution.  Airport Manager Patton stated that we are thankful for the 95% support that the Airport receives for project funding.
Councilmember Dobry moved that Council approve the CDOT Aeronautics (24-CEZ-01) Grant Award Resolution and authorize the Mayor to sign the resolution.  Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          


    Yes                Yes                   Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes
d.  Contract for Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Roadway Funding and City Transportation Engineering.  Director of Public Works Peckins stated that the City prepared a request for proposal (RFP) for engineering services.  The project was advertised on BidNet, in the Cortez Journal, and on the City’s website.  Over 500 potential vendors saw the listing, of which 84 downloaded the RFP.  Three firms had follow-up questions and two responsive submissions meeting schedule and budget requirements were received.  City staff reviewed the proposal and scored Jones & DeMille Engineering, Inc. higher than Bohannon-Huston, Inc., due to its significantly clearer work strategy and superior proposed data collection methods.  Jones & DeMille also proposed additional services that will further benefit the scope of work as defined in the RFP.  The services that will be provided include preparing scope and cost estimates for the CDOT – long range call for projects at the August 8th Transportation Planning Region (TPR) meeting.  This will allow the City to provide project suggestions to CDOT for funding consideration.  The selected firm will also perform transportation engineering for City streets and sidewalks in the form of a Transportation Master Plan (TMP).  This work will guide project selection and project design for Public Works to improve the City’s transportation network in line with community goals, independent from State and Federal direction.  Director of Public Works Peckins stated that there is $140,000.00 budgeted in the 2024 Street Improvement Fund for this work. Staff is recommending that the CDOT Roadway Funding and City Transportation Engineering Contract be awarded to Jones & DeMille Engineering, Inc. at its proposed price of $139,868.00, and authorize the City Manager to negotiate and sign the contract.  In answer to a question from Councilmember Randle, Director of Public Works Peckins stated that the information will help the City prioritize projects for long term planning. 
Councilmember Lewis moved that Council award a contract for professional engineering services for CDOT Roadway Funding and City Transportation Engineering to Jones & DeMille Engineering, Inc., at its proposal price of $139,878.00, and authorize the City Manager to negotiate and sign the contract.  Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:


DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          


    Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes

e.  2024 Chip and Friction Seal Project Bid Award.  Director of Public Works Peckins stated that Public Works has been working on a strategy to replace and repair failing roadways in the City.  As part of that strategy, roadways will be reconditioned or replaced with treatments appropriate for the expected remaining service life of that road.  Consideration is also given to the speed and volume of each roadway to ensure that a cost-effective solution is provided.  As part of the plan, the northern part of Empire Street from Highway 145 west to Mildred Road, was improved with a mill and fill last year.  The southern portion of Empire Street, due to aging waterlines beneath, will be reconditioned with a surface treatment.  This same treatment will be applied to other roadways that are good candidates to receive this type of resurfacing.  Staff prepared bid documents for chip sealing, friction sealing, and roadway striping for primary roadways within the City.  One partial bid was received for the friction seal portion of the project.  The entire project was budgeted for $663,000.00.  The engineer’s estimate for the friction seal portioin was $393,150.00.  The bid received from Specialty Applicators LLC for the friction seal portion was $300,855.00.  It was noted that the bidder, Specialty Applicators LLC, is used by Montezuma County to perform similar work.  Since this contractor will already be in the area, it is able to provide a competitive price despite the lack of competing bids.  In answer to a question from Councilmember Dobry, City Engineer Kissler stated the remaining bid items that were not bid by Specialty Applicators LLC, the City could make a contract modification of an existing contract which might be the quickest remedy to try and get the work done this year or a re-bid could be done on the remaining project items.  He commented that typically contractors are busy in September and the work may not be completed this year.  Discussion was held that there is only one bid but it was noted that the friction seal portion of the bid is below the estimated amount.  
Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven moved that Council award the 2024 Chip and Friction Seal Project to Specialty Applicators LLC at its bid price of $300,855.00, and authorize the City Manager to negotiate and sign the contract.  Councilmember Dobry seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:


DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          


    Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes
f.  Cortez Police Department MDT (Mobile Data Terminal) Project.  Chief of Police Knuckles stated that the Cortez Police Department applied for and received the Edward Byrne Memorial Assistance Grant (JAG) in the amount of $234,990.00 to purchase and install 34 MDT’s in the Police Departments fleet to include eForce Silent Dispatch software and AT&T data Cards for internet connectivity for all users.  The City put out a request for proposal and received three responses.  Two were accepted and one was rejected due to an incomplete submission.  The City of Cortez assembled a panel of four City employees to review the bids and select a preferred vendor.  The panel selected MHQ West of New Mexico for the following reasons:  the vendor will travel to Cortez to install the MDT’s themselves, MHQ will travel to Cortez to provide warranty work, and MHQ is the vendor currently installing the emergency equipment in the City’s 2024 Police vehicles.  Using MHQ provides consistency with one installer.  MHQ does quality work when installing emergency equipment and staff is recommending the bid be awarded to MHQ West and authorize the expenditure of $234,990.00 of City funds to purchase and install 34 MDT’s, eForce Silent Dispatch software, and AT&T Data cards for each user, to be reimbursed by the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program. It was noted that eForce Silent Dispatch licenses for all users will need to be funded through budget allocations starting year two (2025) and AT&T cards will also need funding through budget allocation starting year two (2025).  In answer to the question from Councilmember Dobry, Chief of Police Knuckles stated that the life cycle for an MDT is about five years and will be replaced with the purchase of a new vehicle.  Discussion was held on the difference in the award of the bid and the grant amount and Chief of Police Knuckles stated that some money may be used for training.  City Manager Sanders spoke about how a Byrne Grant works and stated that the amount was a projected amount and an application can be submitted to amend the program, and he would recommend that an application be submitted to put the extra money towards firearms and other items needed.  He stated that the award of the bid should be for the bid amount not the Byrne Grant award.  Chief of Police Knuckles stated some of the extra money is being used towards eForce licenses and AT&T Data Cards.  He stated that the quote from MHQ is only for the computers and the installation.  
Councilmember Spruell moved that Council accept the bid from MHQ West of Albuquerque, New Mexico, and authorize the expenditure of $234,990.00 of City funds to purchase and install 34 MDT’s, eForce Silent Dispatch software for each user, and AT&T data cards for each user; to be reimbursed by the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program (JAG) 2022-DJ-23-01-23-1/Cortez MDT Project grant award.  Councilmember Randle seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:


DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          


    Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes

g.  Authorization to Accept the Proposal of Woods Canyon Archaeological Consultants, Inc. for a Class III Cultural Resource Survey of Carpenter and Geer Natural Areas.  Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven recused herself due to a possible conflict of interest.  Community and Economic Development Specialist West stated that in November 2023, Council approved Resolution No. 28, Series 2023, granting authorization for the City to apply for a $12,000 grant from History Colorado to conduct an archaeological survey of the Carpenter and Geer Natural Areas which are owned by the City of Cortez.  A preliminary archaeological survey was conducted in 1993 when the land for the Carpenter Natural Area was donated to the City.  This survey identified a few small prehistoric sites and a historic dump, which may be associated with the Civilian Conservation Corps camp that was located nearby in the 1930’s.  No archeological survey has been conducted at the Geer Natural Area.  On April 19, 2024, a grant for the total of $12,941 was awarded to the City to inventory these two natural areas for archaeological sites.  No matching funds are required.  Two proposals to complete the archaeological survey were received.  Both proposals were submitted by reputable Colorado companies with highly qualified archaeologists and historic preservation specialists.  Although Colliers Engineering & Design submitted a proposal for $2,043 less than Woods Canyon Archaeological Consultants, Inc., Colliers’ proposal was not as comprehensive as the proposal submitted by Woods Canyon.  The higher cost from Woods Canyon is for increased work hours given to the project.  Also, Woods Canyon is a local company, based in Cortez and has extensive knowledge of the Carpenter and Geer Natural Areas.  Staff recommends that Woods Canyon Archaeological Consultants, Inc. be awarded the Class III Cultural Resource Survey of Carpenter and Geer Natural Areas.  It was noted that the bid is for $12,941.00, not $12,491.00, as written in the staff memo. 
Councilmember Randle moved that Council accept the proposal from Woods Canyon Archaeological Consultants, Inc., in the amount of $12,941.00, and authorize the City Manager to negotiate and sign the contract with this firm for the completion of a Class III Cultural Resources Survey of Carpenter and Geer Natural Areas.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:


DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          

       *                  Yes                  Yes                 Yes               Yes              Yes               Yes
*Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven recused herself from the discussion and vote due to a possible conflict-of-interest.
h.  Resolution No. 14, Series 2024.  City Manager Sanders stated that Resolution No. 14, Series 2024, is a resolution waiving the right of the City of Cortez, Colorado, to first refusal and first offer in connection with the sale of affordable housing.  The presentation made at the Council meeting on June 25, 2024 on Colorado House Bill 24-1175 was shared with Council and the audience and it was noted that the statute allows local governments to waive their rights of first refusal and first offer if they do not want to become purchasers or sellers of affordable housing.  It was noted that Council has said that the City does not want to become landlords and this House Bill is not a good fit for Cortez and Council would like to opt out.  Councilmember Dobry stated that he originally brought this issue forward to Council as he did not think the City wants to be party to potentially taking of property rights as the City respects property rights and wants to work in partnership with developers in the community.  Also, the City wants to avoid any undo additional reporting for the staff.
Councilmember Dobry moved that Council approve Resolution No. 14, Series 2024, a resolution waiving the right of the City of Cortez, Colorado, to first refusal and first offer in connection with the sale of affordable housing.  Councilmember Spruell seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:


DeHaven         Dobry           Keefauver         Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          


    Yes                Yes                  Yes                 Yes                Yes              Yes               Yes

  8.   DRAFT RESOLUTION/ORDINANCES: None.
9.   CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  None.
10. 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  City Manager Sanders gave a report on the following items:
· The City of Cortez has been awarded a federal grant, $187,694, for the design services for the runway project at the Cortez airport, phase I, to include a precision path indicator system, end identifier lights, and lighting systems upgrades.  The runway will be rebuilt in 2025 and will also include asphalt improvements and upgrade signage.  This will help bring the airport into conformity with current standards.
· The City of Cortez 2023 Audit was completed and submitted to the Office of State Auditor (OSA) three days ahead of the June 30, 2024 deadline.  We earned an unqualified audit opinion, which can be translated to a “clean” audit opinion, and we received no recommendations.  This is the highest and best level of audit opinion possible.

The application for the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting was also submitted two days ahead of the deadline.  The checklist for the award requirements was 48 pages long.  Additional information required for the award included 12 difference stats sections which covered a period of ten prior years.  Ms. Sara Coffey, Ms. Lynette Reece, and Finance Director Kelly Koskie were able to provide all of the required information.  The GFOA awards will be announced later in the year.
11.  CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.   Mayor’s Report on Workshop.  Mayor Medina stated that Municipal Judge Padilla gave an update on the happenings in Municipal Court and an Executive Session was held on City Attorney Coleman’s evaluation review.  General Discussion included a suggestion made by Councilmember Keefauver to cap/moratorium on the number of marijuana stores in the community.  Discussion will be held on that item at a future meeting.
b.  Golf Course Advisory Board.  Councilmember Lewis reported on the Golf Advisory Meeting held on June 28, 2024, stating that discussion was held on the July activities which include a Jr. Golf Tournament, the Firecracker Golf Tournament, Men’s Club Championship, and Ladies President’s Cup.   The revenue continues to go up and the golf course looks amazing.  He thanked the Golf Course Maintenance Crew for all their hard work as they continue to work around the clock which reflects on the kind of employees that the City has.  He noted that the employees are the City’s greatest asset and the City is very fortunate as it is what makes everything work.  
12.  OTHER ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  None.
13.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None.
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:  Councilmember Lewis moved that the regular meeting be adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  Councilmember Dobry seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:
      DeHaven         Dobry        Keefauver          Lewis          Medina        Randle         Spruell          

           Yes                Yes                Yes                  Yes              Yes               Yes               Yes


________________________________






                                             Rachel B. Medina, Mayor 
ATTEST:

_______________________________
           Linda L. Smith, City Clerk










