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        CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2024
1. The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m., with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call was taken and the following Councilmembers were present:  Mayor Pro-tem Lydia DeHaven, April Randle, Matthew Keefauver, Bill Lewis, and Dennis Spruell.  Mayor Rachel Medina and Councilmember Robert Dobry were absent.  Staff present included: Chief of Police Vernon Knuckles, Finance Director Kelly Koskie, Director of Parks and Recreation Creighton Wright, Community and Economic Development Director Rachael Marchbanks, Director of Public Works Brian Peckins, Airport Director Jeremy Patton, Court Clerk/Administrator Carla Odell, Human Resources Director Matt Cashner, IT Technician Aaron Holleman, Permit Tech/Deputy City Clerk Cheryl Lindquist, City Clerk Linda Smith, City Manager Drew Sanders, and City Attorney Patrick Coleman.  There were four people present in the audience.
Councilmember Lewis moved that the agenda of September 10, 2024 be approved.  Councilmember Keefauver seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

         DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver          Medina        Randle        Spruell
             Yes              absent             Yes               Yes                  absent           Yes              Yes
2.    The Consent Agenda items acted upon by Council were as follows:
a. Approval of the Council Special Meeting/Worksession and Agenda Minutes for August 27, 2024.
b. Approval of the Expenditure List for September 10, 2024.

c.  Approval of a Special Event Permit application for Fundamental Needs Inc., to host an outdoor concert event on Saturday, September 21, 2024, at Montezuma Park, located at the corner of Market Street and Montezuma Avenue, Cortez.
Councilmember Keefauver moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.   Councilmember Spruell seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:

      DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver       Medina        Randle        Spruell
              Yes               absent             Yes               Yes              absent            Yes              Yes

3.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
·  Ty Koppenhafer, stated that he is an engineer for Jones and DeMille Engineering, which is currently working on the City’s Transportation Master Plan.  He stated that a grand opening of their new office in Cortez will be held on Thursday, September 12, 2024, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and he extended an invitation to City Council to stop by.  He spoke about his background and stated that he looks forward to working with the City and helping the community grow. 
4.    PRESENTATIONS
a.  2024 July Financial Statement.  Director of Finance Koskie stated that she and City Manager Sanders are working with City departments on the 2025 Budget.  She stated that when the process is completed the proposed budget will be available on the City’s website and the public is welcome to make comments which will be shared with City Council.  
5.    PUBLIC HEARINGS: None
6.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
7.     NEW BUSINESS
a. Land Lease Agreement for Hangar Development.  Airport Director Patton stated that the Airport had received an inquiry in November 2023 from Mr. Tomac about building a hangar at the Airport.  Mr. Tomac has provided a letter of interest, building plans for a hangar, has researched the necessary utility and infrastructure requirements, and has shown his full intention of carrying out the construction of a hangar.  The Airport currently has room for two hangar lots on the north stretch of hangars and the proposed lot, N8, will allow for the hangar and apron access.  Mr. Tomac intends to build a 60’x70’, or 4,200 sq. ft. structure with an apron to access the taxiway.  The total leased area includes building separation, as well as private parking on the street-side of the structure, that comes out to approximately 7,600 sq. ft.  The Airport would receive a lease rate of $0.41 per square foot of land leased, totaling $777 from October to December 2024, then an annual lease rate of approximately $0.42 per square foot thereafter, totaling approximately $3,200 per year.  Subsequent annual lease rates will be adjusted per the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  Staff recommends that Council approve on first reading, Ordinance No. 1327, Series 2024, an ordinance approving a 40-year Land Lease Agreement between the City of Cortez and Eli Tomac for the purpose of hangar construction.  Discussion was held on the availability of future hangars that could be located at the Airport and how many pilots have requested a hangar.  
Councilmember Spruell moved that Council approve on first reading, Ordinance No. 1327, Series 2024, an ordinance approving a 40-year Land Lease Agreement between the City of Cortez and Eli Tomac for the purpose of hangar construction, and set the ordinance for public hearing on September 24, 2024.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:
           DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver       Medina        Randle       Spruell
              Yes                absent              Yes              Yes              absent            Yes             Yes
b.  Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Advisory Board Appointment.  City Clerk Smith stated that Council made appointments to the various City Advisory Boards at their June 25, 2024 meeting and, due to an unfilled seat, made another appointment on July 23, 2024.  A current member on the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Board has recently resigned and therefore staff is bringing forward the applicants originally interviewed and still interested in serving on the board for consideration.  Council may appoint one of the applicants or have staff re-advertise for the open position.  In answer to a question from Councilmember Lewis, Director of Parks and Recreation Wright stated that the board has enough members for a quorum and can continue meeting during the recruitment for a new member.  Following discussion, Council asked that staff re-advertise the opening on Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Advisory Board.
  8.   DRAFT RESOLUTION/ORDINANCES: None
9.  CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  City Attorney Coleman stated that he will be on vacation from September 11 through September 17, 2024.
10.   CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  City Manager Sanders gave the following report: 
· The CDOT Traffic Engineering School Study for South Broadway and West Main Street have resulted in the recommendation that a ‘school zone’ be installed near the Montezuma Cortez Middle School from mile post 37.68 to 38.07 with a 25 mph school zone speed limit, along with changes to speed zones near the middle school and improved pedestrian crossings in the area.

· The City is now offering Bear Deterrent Poly Carts equipped with a securable lid. They will adhere to the same guidelines as regular poly carts, and must be unfastened when set out for pickup. 

· Detective Lieutenant Ryan Loyd has officially retired from the Cortez Police Department after twenty and a half years of service to his community. His last day will be Thursday September 12, 2024. Lieutenant Loyd joined the Cortez Police Department in March, 2004 as a patrol officer, was promoted to Detective in March, 2010, and then promoted to Detective Lieutenant in February, 2015. The City of Cortez would like to thank Lieutenant Loyd for his many years of dedication and service to our community. His leadership and his career has been impressive, and has been a great inspiration for many others.
· Recruitment continues for the General Services and Library Director positions.  Currently, there are 26 applicants for the Library Director position.  The recruiter will review the applications and bring the number down to approximately 14 for further screening.  Currently, there is no information on the applicants for the General Services Director position.
11.   CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.   Mayor’s Report on Workshop.  Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven stated that during the workshop a presentation was made on the water treatment facility and the historic use of water in the community.  Discussion was held on the water fees and possibly using a tiered system in the future.  More information will be shared with the public in the future.  Tips and pointers on the ClearGov Program that is used for the budget were reviewed by the Director of Finance.  Discussion was held on a possible marijuana licensing moratorium or cap with more information being gathered by staff on the topic.  Also, an ordinance will be presented at the next Council meeting on SB 24-131 and a brief summary of the follow-up with citizens that speak during Public Participation would be helpful to Council.  
b. Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Advisory Board.  Councilmember Keefauver stated that there was not a quorum of members in attendance at the September 5, 2024, and the meeting was canceled.  
c.  Historic Preservation Board.  Councilmember Randle stated that the Historic Preservation Board meeting was held on September 4, 2024, and information was shared on the grant that was recently approved for the survey of the Greer and Carpenter Natural Areas which will begin on September 16, 2024.

d.  Suicide Awareness Month.  Mayor Pro-tem DeHaven stated that she and Councilmember Keefauver walked on Saturday, September 7, 2024, in the RISE Suicide Awareness Walk which was well attended and many positive messages were shared.
e.  Microphones in Council Chambers.  It was noted that the microphones were not working well and staff is working on the issues.
12.   OTHER ITEMS OF BUSINESS: None
13.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:  Councilmember Lewis moved that the regular meeting be adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  Councilmember Keefauver seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:
      DeHaven        Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver        Medina        Randle        Spruell          

            Yes              absent             Yes             Yes                absent             Yes              Yes


________________________________






                                           Lydia DeHaven, Mayor Pro-tem
ATTEST:

_______________________________
           Linda L. Smith, City Clerk










