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        CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2025
1. The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m., with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call was taken and the following Councilmembers were present:  Mayor Rachel Medina, Robert Dobry, Matthew Keefauver, Bill Lewis, and Dennis Spruell.  Mayor Pro-tem Lydia DeHaven was absent.  Staff present included:  Director of Parks and Recreation Creighton Wright, Municipal Court Clerk Carla Odell, Director of General Services Casey Simpson, Director of Public Works Brian Peckins, Director of Finance Kelly Koskie, Community and Economic Development Director Rachael Marchbanks, Interim Chief of Police Andy Brock, Library Director Beth Edson, Human Resources Director Matt Cashner, City Clerk Linda Smith, City Attorney Patrick Coleman, and City Manager Drew Sanders.  There were two members of the public present in the audience.
Councilmember Lewis moved that the agenda of February 11, 2025, be approved.  Councilmember Dobry seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

         DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver          Medina        Randle        Spruell
           absent              Yes                Yes               Yes                  Yes            absent             Yes
2.    The Consent Agenda items acted upon by Council were as follows:
a. Approval of the Council Worksession/Special Meeting and Agenda Minutes for January 28, 2025.

b. Approval of the Expenditure List for February 11, 2025.

c.  Approval of a Change of Premises for Paragon Business Investments, LLC, DBA Gopher Food & Fuel, located at 2410 Fairway Drive, Cortez.
Councilmember Dobry moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.   Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:

      DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver       Medina        Randle        Spruell
             absent              Yes               Yes               Yes                Yes            absent            Yes

3.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None.
4.    PRESENTATIONS:  None
5.    PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None.
6.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None.
7.     NEW BUSINESS
a. Ordinance No. 1332, Series 2025.  City Attorney Coleman stated that Ordinance No. 1332, Series 2025, would amend the Code of the City of Cortez, Colorado, to impose a temporary moratorium on the submission, acceptance, processing, and approval of applications for licenses or permits for natural medicine healing centers, cultivation facilities, product manufacturing, testing facilities, and any other related licenses or permits involving natural medicine, which includes, without limitation, psilocybin or psilocin.  He stated that in 2022, the Colorado voters approved Proposition 122 that legalized “natural medicine,” or plant or fungus-based psychedelic substances, referred to as magic mushrooms, for personal use and cultivation and the operation of State-licensed businesses known as “healing centers” and other medical spaces. The amendment to the Constitution allows local governments to regulate time, place, and manner restrictions on the businesses.  The Statewide regulatory scheme already regulates certain aspects for the businesses and some local governments have chosen not to regulate the businesses.  He stated that staff is recommending that Council approve the six-month moratorium language to disallow any businesses to seek a location within the City limits and allow time for Council to review possible regulations.  Currently, the only regulations the City would have on these centers would be through the zoning code regarding retail activities.  City Attorney Coleman stated that an amendment was made to the ordinance that was published with the agenda packet noting the placement of the regulations with the liquor and marijuana regulations in Chapter 4 of the City Code Book (Chapter 4).  A six month moratorium is a typical time period for reviewing new regulations and the moratorium could end if Council chose to establish or not establish regulations sooner than the six month period.  In answer to a question from Councilmember Keefauver, City Clerk Smith stated that she has not received any calls to date regarding interest in opening a healing center in Cortez.  Councilmember Keefauver also asked about the distance requirement for this type of business and City Attorney Coleman stated that he did not think that there were regulations from the State regarding distances; however, some local jurisdictions have included distance requirements.   
Councilmember Spruell moved that Council approve on first reading Ordinance No. 1332, Series 2025, an ordinance amending the Code of the City of Cortez, Colorado, to impose a temporary moratorium on the submission, acceptance, processing, and approval of applications for licenses or permits for natural medicine healing centers, cultivation facilities, product manufacturing, testing facilities, and any other related license or permit involving natural medicine, which includes, without limitation, psilocybin or psilocin, as amended, and set for second reading and public hearing on February 25, 2025.  Councilmember Dobry seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:
           DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver       Medina        Randle       Spruell
             absent              Yes                Yes              Yes                Yes             absent           Yes
b.  Appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  City Clerk Smith stated that Council interviewed Richard Fryhover during the Council worksession and Council may make appointment of Mr. Fryhover to the Planning and Zoning Commission or staff can continue to receive applications for the open seat on the Commission.  It was noted that the opening was due to the resignation of Katrina Weiss in November 2024.  
Councilmember Spruell moved that Council appoint Richard Fryhover to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a three-year term to expire April 2028.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:
           DeHaven         Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver       Medina        Randle       Spruell

             absent             Yes                Yes              Yes                Yes              absent          Yes
  8.   DRAFT RESOLUTION/ORDINANCES: None
9. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  City Attorney Coleman stated that he will be presenting at the next Council worksession information on  the process for amending the City Charter and also some possible changes to the City Code.  
10. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  City Manager Sanders stated that Council will have their new monitors in place prior to the next Council meeting.  He thanked the IT Department for their work in getting the monitors so Council could see the presentations better.
11.   CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
a.    Mayor’s Report on Workshop.  Mayor Medina stated that the worksession included interviewing Richard Fryhover for the open Planning and Zoning Commission seat.  Mr. Fryhover was appointed during the regular meeting.  Also, a presentation was made by Housing Coordinator Lisa Bloomquist on the housing needs and obstacles for Cortez.  General Council Discussion included the process to increase wages for Councilmembers.  Discussion on City Charter changes will be held at the next Council worksession scheduled for February 25, 2025.
b.  Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Advisory Board.  Councilmember Keefauver stated that the meeting scheduled for February 6, 2025, was canceled due to lack of a quorum.  

c.   Golf Advisory Board.  Councilmember Lewis stated that the Golf Advisory Board meeting will be held on is February 28, 2025, 7:00 a.m., at the Conquistador Club House.  
12.   OTHER ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  None. 
13.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None.
14. 
ADJOURNMENT:  Councilmember Dobry moved that the regular meeting be adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Councilmember Lewis seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:
      DeHaven        Dobry           Lewis        Keefauver        Medina        Randle        Spruell          

          absent             Yes               Yes               Yes                 Yes            absent            Yes


________________________________






                                           Rachel B. Medina, Mayor
ATTEST:

_______________________________________
                Linda L. Smith, City Clerk








