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CouNTY OF ERIE
MARK C. POLONCARZ

County EXECUTIVE

March 7, 2025

Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street, 4t Floor
Buffalo, New York 14202

RE: Erie County Sewer District No. 8 Increase and Improvement of Facilities Project
Environmental Review

Dear Honorable Members:

Enclosed please find a memorandum from the Department of Environment and
Planning, Division of Sewerage Management, pertaining to the State Environmental Quality
Review Act (“SEQRA”) actions in relation to the proposed bond issue for improvement projects
within Erie County Sewer District No. 8.

Should your Honorable Body require further information, | encourage you to contact
Joseph Fiegl, P.E. in the Division of Sewage Management. Thank you for your consideration on
this matter.

Sincerely yours,

vy yp—

Mark C. Poloncarz, Esq.
Erie County Executive

MCP:dw
Enclosure

CcC: Joseph Fiegl P.E. Deputy Commissioner, Division of Sewage Management
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MEMORANDUM

To: Honorable Members of the Erie County Legislature

From: Department of Environment and Planning

Re: Erie County Sewer District No. 8 Increase and Improvement of Facilities Project
Environmental Review

Date: March 7, 2025

SUMMARY

Pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), consideration
of the environmental factors is necessary as part of governmental approval of actions. The
County of Erie has determined that the projects associated with the “Erie County Sewer District
No. 8 Increase and Improvement of Facilities” are essential for the protection of public health,
protection of the environment, and will support the local community and economy of the County.
As the approving entity pursuant to SEQRA, it is requested that the Erie County Legislature
review the Project and make a determination of environmental impact. Based upon a thorough
review and examination of the known facts and careful review of all potentially adverse
environmental impacts, it is the Department of Environment and Planning’s conclusion that the
action will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

There is no fiscal impact to the County associated with the Environmental Review.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION

The existing sewerage facilities in Erie County Sewer District No. 8 are in need of various
upgrades and improvements which will require the issuance of bonds. Pursuant to the SEQRA,
consideration of the environmental factors is necessary as part of governmental approval of
actions. The Department of Environment and Planning determined that most of the projects to be
funded in this bond issue will be Type II actions under SEQRA and will not require a review.
One project, the East Aurora Water Resource Recovery Facility Electrical Upgrades, was
determined to be an Unlisted Action. The Department, acting on behalf of the Legislature,
conducted an uncoordinated review, completed a Short Environmental Assessment Form, and
drafted a Negative Declaration. Therefore, pursuant to the proposed resolution, the Legislature
declares themselves Lead Agency and may issue a determination of environmental impact.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Erie County Sewer District No. 8 provides sewage collection, transmission, and treatment
services portions of the Village of East Aurora and the Town of Aurora. Many of the District’s
facilities are nearing the end of their useful lives and will require rehabilitation and upgrades to
continue to meet the District’s needs. A SEQRA Declaration must be made to advance the
issuance of bonds to finance these projects.
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CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION
Erie County Sewer District No. 8 will be unable to advance the necessary capital improvements
to the facilities.

STEPS FOLLOWING APPROVAL

The Department of Environment and Planning, Division of Sewerage Management will advance
the next steps in the process necessary to gamer approval of the “Increase and Improvement of
Facilities” and ultimately issuance of the bonds.
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A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY:
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING

RE:  Erie County Sewer District No. 8 Increase and Improvement of Facilities Project
Environmental Review

WHEREAS, the County of Erie must conduct a review pursuant to the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) in conjunction with the Erie County Sewer
District No. 8 Increase and Improvements of Facilities (2024) Project; and

WHEREAS, in this instance, the County is the Lead Agency pursuant to SEQRA, as it is
the only agency that has discretionary approval authority over this Action; and

WHEREAS, the County has determined that both Type II Actions and Unlisted Actions
are associated with projects to be funded in this bond; and

WHEREAS, the County has duly considered the Actions, the short Environmental
Assessment Form, the criteria for determining significance set forth in 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.7(c),
the draft Negative Declaration, and such other information deemed appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the County has identified the relevant areas of environmental concern, has
taken a hard look at these areas, and has made a reasoned elaboration of the basis for its
determination.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Erie County Legislature declares itself Lead Agency; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that based upon a thorough review and examination of the known facts
relating to the Actions and its careful review of all potentially adverse environmental impacts,
and the entire record and proceedings relating to the Actions, the County finds that the Actions
will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment and that a draft environmental
impact statement will not be prepared; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the attached negative declaration, incorporated herein by reference, is
issued and adopted for the reasons stated in the determination of non-significance; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the County Executive’s
Office, Comptroller’s Office, Department of Law, Division of Budget and Management, and the
Division of Sewerage Management.
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COUNTY OF ERIE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING
DIVISION OF SEWERAGE MANAGEMENT

wHEMEMORAND UM+
TO: 2.5.0.Increase & Improve (2024)
FROM: Danlat Wierzba, P.E., Sanitary Engineer

DATE: February 14, 20235
SUBIECT: SEQR Determination - Erie County Sewer District No. B Increase and Improvement
of Facitities 2024

Erle County Sewer District Mo. 8 has applied for $5.9 milllon of bond authorization to finance
varlous canstruction projects In the District. Projects include replacement of the existing sand

filters at the East Aurora Watsr Resotice Recovery Facility (EAWRRF), etectrical system upgrades to
meat the energy demands of the EAWRRF, and varlous callection system improvements.

The EAWRRF Sand Fliters Replacemant Projact invotves replacement of existing sand fitters with
new disk-styte filters in the approximate footprint of the existing sand fitters. This action will fall
under the Type Il action described I 615.5(c)(1} “malhtenance or repair invalving no substantial
changes In an exlsting structure or facility;™.

The electrical system wilt also be upgraded at the EAWRRF. This project wiltinclude construction of
two new nan-residentlal structures with a combined gross floor area of approximatety 515 square
feet to house the replacament elactrical substation equipment and a replacement generator. This
project has been determined 1o be an Untisted Action. The Project was feviewed and determined to
have no moderate to significant effects on the environment. A Short Environmental Assassment
Form Parts 1, 2, and 3 as wetl as a Negative Declaration are attached to this memo.

Flnally, it Is anticipated that the cotlections systerm improvements will be replacements-In-kind of
existing infrastructure to correct deficlencies. These repairs will fall under 617.5(c){1}. It any of
these impmvements involve mare than a replacement-in-kind, the action will need to be re-
aevaluated.

Attached: SEAFPars 1,2, and 3
MNegative Declaration
cc: 1. Flegt/D. Mitlar/M. Salah

M. Plash, Secretary, ECSD No. 8 hoard of Managers
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Short Envirommental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information

Instructions for Completing

Part 1 - Project Information. The spplicant or project sponser is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses become part of the
application %ot approval or fanding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to firther verification. Complete Part | based on
informasion cumrently available. If additionsl research or invesagation would be aeaded to fally respond to any item, please ancwer as
thoroughly as pessible baced on omrent nformasion.

Complete all {tems in Part 1 You may also provide any addifional information which you believe will be aeeded by or useful to the
lead agency; arach addifions] peges as pecessary o supplement any 1tem.

Part 1 - Project and Sponser Information

Ena County Sewer Gistrict No. €

Mame of Artion or Project:

£351 Aurtea Waber Resolrce Recavery Faciily (WRRF] Electrical UDGrases

Project Location describe, and attach 3 Jocation map):
201 Ml 51, E3st Ao, NY

Brief Descripion of Proposed Achon:

This Project wik upgrade he 2lectical system at tha Sast Aurcra WRRF and regtace the 2a1sng obsalgte generalor 1o mast cument anc arojeciad
atertrical demande. Thils Projact alE0 Mcludes conensction of new DIAKINGS D Nouse he repacement Siecircal equomeant 38 wel 38 n2w dmeways o
access the new stiuctures. The totas proposed Huiding ea s appoumaiery 315 &), L ard he divewdys, walkeays, and graveled araas a2
approximately €300 sq.0

Name of Applicant cr Sponsor: Telephone: 716-356-3333

£ne County Sewes CisTai{ No. B E-Mail: gemgengov

Address:
35 Frankin 51
City PO: Smte: Zip Code:
EufTalo NY 14202
1. Does the proposed acton caly mvelve the legistarive adoption of a plan. local law, ordinance, NO YES
adrzinistradve rule, or reguiaton?
If Yas, attzch 2 narrsgve description of the intent of the praposed action and the environmental resources that Z] D
may be afected in the municipality and proceed to Par: 2. If no, continpe to question 2. =
2. Does the proposed action Tequire 3 pesmit, approval of fimding from any other govermeent Agency? NO YES3
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit o approval: SCOPW Buticing Pesmit D
' v
3. a Towl acreage of the site of the proposed actioa? 2,67 acres
b. Total acTeage o be pivsically distmbed? =1 acTes

. Toszl acyeaze {project site and any comtigwors properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project spaasos? =

es

4.  Check sl land uses that occur on. are adjgining oz near the proposed acnon:
[]Utban [] Romi(non-sgricalwre) [ Industial [#] Commercial [/] Residential (suburbam)
[ Forest [] Agricuinme [7] Aquatic [] Other(Specify):
[[] Parklsnd

Pazel i3 SEAF 2018

COMM. 5E-15
Page 6 of 13



5 IL: the proposed acion »0

3 A perprimed ase rader the zoming ragalztions? |:’ D
5. Consistent wizh the adopted commprafsnsive plan” D I:]
NO | T=5
6. Is he oroposed acaon comststant with 13e predertinsnt charscter of tie exising bailt or narural landsczpe?
7 I the sita of the proposad acnion located i1 or does it adjoin a siste listed Crinical Exviroamental Area? o | v=5

If Yas. idennfs

L

8. & Wil the proposed achon result in a substanaal iarease in oaffic above grasent levals”
©.  Are public Tanspormtion services evaileble at or near the site of the proposad actiea’”

¢.  Araany pedesmian sccommodarions of bicycle rowses evailable on or near the sire of tie propased
acgon?

[
1l
Y

OO 3| N

IR

9  Does the proposad acton meet oT azczed Me smte anergy code requiterients?

If -he proposed acron will excesd requiremsnt, descrita desiza feamares 3ad rectmologres.

7
o

[l

10. Will the propesed action comnedt 1o a1 evising public private warer supply? NO | Y=E5
IfMo. describe methed for providing potable wazer:
11. Will the proposed scrion connedr to exdsing wastewster ualides? w»O | YES
If Ma. descTibe method for providing wistewsTar Teatnent:
T2 3 Doss th= pIoject sile CONTAML or i it substanaally contizuous o, a building. srchaeclogical site, or dismes NQ

which is Hsted oa the Madoaal or Staze Tegiser of Historic Places. or that as been determimed 3y the
Commissioner of tha NYS Office of Parks, Recreadon and Historic Preservazon 10 be alizitle for listing on the
State Ragiser of Hiszoric Places?

b. I: the project site, ot any portioa of it located in or adjecent 20 31 aras desigmated 25 sensimve for
archzeolozical sites on the WY Stare Sistoric Presarvanon Offica (3HPD) archzeclogical site inventery?

13. a. Deoas any portien of the site of the propased action. or lands adjoinns fe proposed acion conrain
weldands or other weterbodies rezulated by 3 Jederal. state or loczl agency?

» Would the propesed sction physically alter. or encroach into. any exizting wadand or waterbody?

If Yas, identifv the warland or warerbody aad extenr of ziteratons in square feet or acras.

CI|&I|
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14, Ldentily the tvpical huabilsl Ly pes (ot aceur om, or ane Hhely b be Found on the project site. Check al that agpi
&shoreline  [) Forest [} Azricatwral/grasslands [ Early mid-successional
@ Wetland [ Urban &] Suburban

13, Does the site of the proposed action contain any s_pccics af animal, or associsted habicars. listed by the State ar
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

16, 1sthe project site located inhe 100-wear flood plan?

17. Will the proposed action creste 4o wier dischirge. ither frem posnt or non-point sources?!
H Yss,

a  Will stopm water drscharges (low Lo adjacent propeitiss?

b Wil storm waker discharges be directed 1o established conweyance systems (runcfl and storm drains)?
| [T Yes, bricfly describe.

[ o | ves

18. Dots the proposed action include consiruchion or other activities thay would result in the impoundment of water
| o other liquids (e.g., reiention pond, waste lagaon, dam)?
If Yes, cxplain the purpose and size of the impoundment: R ===

|19, Has the site of the proposad action or an adjoning property heen the locatson of an active or losed tolid waste
managermem facility?
if Yes, describe:

20 Has the site of the proposed action of an adjoining prupc_n_v_bccn the u aj Ec}ﬁri\c;l-imnﬁngnlng oF
completed) for hazardous waste?
H Yes, describe

. |
| NO | YES |
v a

[ N0 T vEs |

iy

[CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCLURATE TO THE BEST OF |

MY KNOWLEDGE

Applicain/sponsernume: _Dmr{i-"' (Al ez ey RS-0/ 11—
far’

Stemiure: Al . ha Titte: &ﬂ’&c‘d w

PRINT FORM | Page 3 of 3
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Aszency Use Oniy [If applicable]

Project: |E4 WRRF Eectrical

Date:

Short Environmental Assessmient Form
Part 2 - Impact Assessment

Part 1 is to be completed by the Lead Agency.

21228

Answar all of the following quesdons in Part 2 usinz the informaten coaszinad m Part I and orther marerials submitiad by
tha project spensor or atherwise availzble to the seviewer. When snswering the questons the reviewer should be muided by
the coacept “Have my responses baen reasonable considerinz the scale and context of the proposed zctioa”™

Moderate
to large
impact

may

Wil the proposad acton creafs i meatenal conflict with an adopred land use plan or zoming
remlaticns?

Will the proposed scton r2sult ia 3 chanse in the use or intapsitv of use of land?

("]

Will the propesed acten orpair the charzcter or qualit of the awsons commmiry”

oCcar
L]
4. Will the proposed action have ap impact on the anviroarmrsnmal claracrenstcs that cauzed the [:l
esiablishment of 3 Crdcal Envitonmental Area [CEALT
3. Will the preposed action resulr in g adverse chanee ia the exisning level of maffic or E’
affect exisning inTastmucrura for mass mansit, bikms or walkway?
6. Wil the proposad acton cause 2n increase in the usa of snerzv and it fauls to meorposate
. ) & * =0T e r T3 a r - ifes? ; D
7. Will the proposed action urpact existine:
z. public ' pritate water supplie:? E’
b. public - privete wisiewasar mearmens: unlities? |:|
8. Will the proposed action inmpar the character or quality of ipmortanr histonic, archaeological. D
architecrursl o7 sestbetic resources’
9, Will the proposed sction result in an adverse char 7e 1o namural resources (2. 2., wetlands, D
waterbodias, sroundwarer. air quality. Jeors and fuma)?
10. Will the provosed acrion resultin an incrsase in the potandal for erosien. Jooding or dramazs D
problams?
11, Will the proposed action crears a hazard 10 eavironmensal reseurces of human healsh? I:I

PRINT FORM Pagelofl
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Agency Upe Only |1 applicable
mojece | EA WRRF Elzctrical
Date: 12112125

Shaort Enviranmenntal Assessmernt Form
Part 3 Determination of Significance

Far every question in Part 2 that was anmaered “moderaie to large impact may oceur™, of if there is i need (o explain why a
particular element af the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, piease
complete Part 3, Part 3 should, in suffictent detail, identify the inspact, meluding any measures ar design clesnents that
have Beest included by the grojust sporsor 1o aveid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should alaa explain how the lead agency
determiised that the impact may oc will nol be significant. Each potential smpact should be assessed considering ifs seiing,
protmhifity of occuering, dumtion, irmeversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potertial for short-
tesm, long-term and cumulative impacts.

This project may have smalt mpacts during construction including noise. traffic, and visual impacts associatad with
building construction and paving projects. As the project 15 confined to the site of an existing wastewater treatment
facility and the new facillizs will nod increase use of the site no moderate to large Impacts are expected The
contract will require stormwater pollution control measures during construction as well 35 restoration of disturbed

araas following the project.

I D Chieck this | fyvou bave deterisnes, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporteng docurmenzation,
| that she pro ¢ action may resubt :noone or mone potentiatty large o signaficant adverse impacts and an
i yental mpact riend |s required,
] Check this box 1f you have determined, based on the information and analysis shove, and any supporting documentation. |
| that the propused action will ned result in any significant adwerse snvircnmental pacts,
[ 4

Eria Counly Sewar Cisirict Mo. 8 - A NTE {1LS
Name of |ead Agency 7 i I Dare
Toseh fieel P.E c D e
Josaph 1) q:}'&_tf._t_‘ LLEE Y oty Co o m' 5875001
Prne o Type Name of | ;‘:\i’l'ﬂ.‘-_'l*}i(.:_j'"‘-‘lcr:: n '.?-_‘iC Agency - - !'."!m af caponsible Qfficer
s} k F '. ¥ 7 ’r: F 'I‘ r 4
'_/_‘;k’ =" J diall brids, : I
4 '-'fﬂy?lli-.l'nll'/!ff._c in Lead Agency Signature aof Peepacer (17 dilFerent frionn Responsible Offices )
- \,_/ —A e RSN z e
i
[ PRINTFORM | Page 2 of 2
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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW
NEGAT!VE DECLARATION
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE

This notice is Issued pursuant ta Part 617 of the Implementing regulations pertaining 1o Article 8
(State Environmental Quality Revtew Act) of the NYS Environmental Conservation Law.

Dat=: February 14,2025

TO: Interested parties

LEAD AGENCY: Erie County Department of Envirenment and Planning — Division of
Sewerage Management

NAME OF ACTION:  Erfe County Sewer District No. 8 East Aurora Water Rasource Racovery
Facility (WRRF)

LOCATION: 201 MIlt Street, East Aurora, NY

PROIECT NUMBER: Erle County Sawer District No. 8 Contract No. 23
SEQR STATUS:Unlisted
DESCRIPTION OF ACTION:

This Project wilt upgrade the electricat system at the East Aurora WRRF and replace the existing
obsolete generator to meet current and projected electricat demands of the Facliity. This Project
also includes construction of new buildings to house the replacament electrical equipment as wetl
as new drivaways 1o access the new structures. The total proposed bullding area is approximately
915 sq. ft. Additlonally, new driveways, walkways, and graveted areas are approximately 6, 800

5q-ft.

In accordance with adopted review procedures and the criteria set forth in Part 617, the proposed
action described above witl not hawve a significant etfect on the enviranment and a Dratt
Environmental Impact Statement {DEIS) will not be preparad.

Reasons Supporting This Determination:

* The proposed action will not cause any change In the use of the tand or character of the
community and witl be cansistent with the communty’s plans/goals.

o Duetothe nature, size, and kocation of the proposed actidn no significant adverse impacts on
gesthetic, agricultural, archaeologicat, historic or other natural or cultural resources are
expected.

* Ravlew of the parcel characteristics indicates that this action wilt not affect any significant
wildtife, plant, or ftsh habitats; nor substantialtyincrease the potential for erosion, flooding, or

drainage prablems.

s No substantlal adverse change in existlng alr quality, water guality, solid wasts production,
traffic patterns, or noise tevels is anticipated as a result of thig action.
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During construstion of the vanaus improvemeants, thece may be increased noise and gust as
well as impacts to traffic; however, these wilt rasult in small to moderste imoacts of timited
duration.

—

e Theproposed action willnot agversely affect energy, wi

’ --‘l 'J
PSR | (. =Y, R e,
fosagh Fiagt . 2. F;C—H: Daputy Cammussionar
ECDEP - Diyjsipn Af Skweraze Management
v

For further irformation contact;
Danel Wierzba, Sanitary Engineer
T15-858-6005

e ] .
tes/O wastuwater facilities an the site,
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