
Sidewalk 
Maintenance 

Program
Public Works – Street Section



Objectives of Worksession

-Provide a program update from Council discussion 
Spring of 2019 and review Ordinance #86

-Recap Summer 2019 successes and work program

-Discuss the upcoming ordinance revisions and request 
specific direction 



Ordinance History

Ordinance #86 adopted on July 14, 1903 



Ordinance History
Amended in 1916 – Added language for Cement 
Sidewalks



Ordinance History

Amended in 1989 – Revised to be complaint driven



City Sidewalks

270 miles citywide

5.8 million sq. ft.

1/3 likely needing 

repair



2019 Summer Successes

- Road Repair Street Safety (RRSS) Sales Tax 
- 31,697 sq. ft. of Adjacent Sidewalk repairs completed  

7925 lineal feet of 4’ sidewalk.  $394,762*

*engineering, traffic control, construction management, 
taxes not included in this number.

- Streets crew completed 20 minor 
replacement projects 



2019 Summer  

Fix 50 Pilot Program 

- Identified 50 unique locations in Shadow Mountain

- 2 local on-call contractors provided bid for work

- Pricing was higher than RRSS costs per foot 

- Fall temperatures are not conducive to the work

- Desired specific direction from City Council



Sidewalk Current Practice

-Responsibility for repair of damaged sidewalks.
- Adjacent Property Owner  

- 50% cost share at residential locations

- 100% at commercial locations

• Pros: less direct cost to the City; consistent with other areas of code 
that place maintenance responsibilities (clearing snow, keeping clean 
and unobstructed) on adjacent property owner. 

• Cons: inconsistent compliance, difficult to bundle and bid in timely 
fashion, delay in resolution, often ends up with city performing work 
anyway, work program is inefficient, RRSS locations are completed 
without property owner contributions and liens can be costly.



Sidewalk Key Policy Question

Should adjacent property owners be responsible for 
sidewalk replacements above and beyond general 
upkeep and cleaning? 



Sidewalk Policy Questions

If Yes, ordinance revisions will include language to 
reflect the direction, provide repair specifications, 
delivery options, billing procedures and  collection 
methods.

Consideration:
-Cost Share? Commercial/Residential?
-Timing, when shall the City make repair?
-Collections; direct billing or liens?
-RRSS adjacent property owners?



Sidewalk Policy Questions

If No, ordinance revisions will include language to 
reflect the direction, provide repair specifications, 
establish a city policy for inventory, scheduling and 
completing the work program.

Consideration:
-Contracted work program?
-Establish a city crew to complete?



Sidewalk Key Policy Question

Should adjacent property owners be responsible for 
sidewalk replacements above and beyond general 
upkeep and cleaning? 

YES   or   No



Next Steps 

•Ordinance Rewrite and 1st and 2nd Read in December

•Continue to inventory locations

•Develop work program for Spring of 2020

•Budget Consideration for Sidewalk Program FY21


