
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-08 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FLAGSTAFF, 
ARIZONA, AMENDING FLAGSTAFF CITY CODE TITLE 7, HEALTH AND 
SANITATION, CHAPTER 7-02, WASTEWATER REGULATIONS BY 
REPLACING SECTION 7-02-0001-0014 WITH NEW LANGUAGE REGULATING 
INTERCEPTORS; TYPES, CAPACITY, LOCATION, AND MAINTENANCE; 
ESTABLISHING SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
 
RECITALS: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Flagstaff maintains and operated water reclamation plants; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is important to keep the operations of Flagstaff’s water reclamation plants in good 
working order and condition; and 
 
WHEREAS, limitations of the types of waste that can be discharged into the Flagstaff’s water 
reclamation plants already exist; and 
 
WHEREAS, from time to time it becomes necessary and prudent to make amendments to the 
limitations of types of waste, and permitting of waste that can be discharged in the Flagstaff’s 
water reclamation plants; and 
 
WHEREAS, said amendments to Flagstaff City Code Section 7-02-001-0014 regulating the type, 
capacity, location and maintenance interceptors for the management of fats, oils and grease are 
now deemed necessary and prudent to protect the good working order and condition of the 
Flagstaff water reclamation plants. 
 
 
ENACTMENTS: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FLAGSTAFF AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. That the following language be deleted from Flagstaff City Code Section 7-02-001-
0014: 
 
7-02-001-0014 INTERCEPTORS; TYPE, CAPACITY, LOCATION, MAINTENANCE 
 
A. A City approved interceptor is required for any business whose discharge can be 
determined by the City to interfere with the POTW or the wastewater collection system. If a 
blockage is found in the collection system and it can be determined by the City to be caused by 
a particular user’s discharge, then the City can require the user to install a City approved 
interceptor, at the user’s expense, to catch the substance causing the blockage. If any interceptor 
is determined by the City to be inadequate in size or design, the City may require the user to 
install or upgrade such interceptor at the user’s expense. 
 
B. A City approved grease interceptor is required for any restaurant or other business that 
performs cooking. Grease interceptor sizing is to be as provided in the Uniform Building Code, 
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Appendix H4 with the minimum size for such interceptors required for restaurants to be seventy 
(70) pounds. All piping from sinks, floor drains, kettles, dishwashing machines, etc. into which 
grease may be disposed must be connected through such interceptor. Grease interceptors may 
not be installed in any part of a building where food is handled. 
 
An exemption of the minimum grease trap sizing will be considered for a business based on type 
of food preparation that is done on site. This exemption must be approved by the Division and 
the Director. The business must serve food that is commonly known to be low in potential grease 
generation and the waste stream discharge must produce less than one hundred (100) mg/L of 
oil and grease as determined by the City. After an exemption is granted to a business, if the 
business changes food service, generates greater than one hundred (100) mg/L of oil and grease, 
or causes an interference or blockage to the sewer collection system due to grease, the business 
will be required to install a properly sized grease trap in accordance with subsection (A) of this 
section.  
 
C. A City approved oil interceptor is required for any business that performs automotive 
repairs or service. (See standard drawing for size and other specifications.) 
 
D. A City approved lint interceptor is required for any business with six (6) or more residential 
size washing machines or any amount of industrial size washing machines. An industrial size 
washing machine is one that has a tub three and one-half (3.5) cubic feet or larger and/or an 
American Household Appliance Manufacturers Association ("AHAMA") capacity of twenty-five 
(25) pounds or more. Residential machines will be any washing machine with less capacity than 
industrial machines. (See standard drawing for lint interceptor size and other specifications.) 
 
E. A City approved sand interceptor is required for any business with facilities for washing 
vehicles. (See standard drawing for size and other specifications.) 
 
F. All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Director and shall be 
located so as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. 
 
G. Grease and oil interceptors shall be constructed of impervious materials capable of 
withstanding abrupt and extreme changes in temperature. They shall be of substantial 
construction, watertight, and equipped with easily removable covers. When bolted covers are 
required they shall be gastight and watertight. 
 
H. Where installed, all interceptors shall be maintained by the owner and/or user at his or 
her own expense. The interceptor must be kept in continuously efficient operation at all times and 
a written record of maintenance performed on such interceptor shall be kept by the user on a 
form provided by the City. 
 
I. The City shall periodically inspect such interceptors and/or records to ensure they are 
being kept in efficient operation. A cleaning schedule will be set by the City if it is necessary to 
prevent the entry of harmful substances into the collection system.  
 
SECTION 2. That the following language replace the deleted language Flagstaff City Code 
Section 7-02-001-0014: 
 
7-02-001-0014 INTERCEPTORS; TYPE, CAPACITY, LOCATION, MAINTENANCE 
 
A. The City of Flagstaff has adopted a Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) Discharge Manual for 
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regulatory compliance. A copy of this plan will be posted on the Division website and is maintained 
by the City Clerk as a public record. The manual describes: (A) Owner pretreatment 
requirements; (B) Installation, operation, and maintenance standards; (C) Participating Pumper 
Program; (D) Plan Review Process; (E) Waiver Process. 
 
B. A City approved grease interceptor is required for a Food Service Establishment (FSE). 
An FSE is defined as an operation that stores, prepares, serves, vends, or otherwise provides 
food for human consumption at the retail level. Grease interceptor sizing is to be in accordance 
with the City’s FOG Discharge Manual.  
 
C. A City approved sand/oil interceptor is required for any business that performs automotive 
repairs or service facilities that wash vehicles, or business where oily and flammable liquid wastes 
are produced A two week notice is required for an inspection if contents will be taken to a City 
owned facility. 
 
D. A City approved lint interceptor is required for any business with more than 1 residential 
size washing machines or any amount of industrial size washing machines. An industrial size 
washing machine is one that has a tub three and one-half (3.5) cubic feet or larger and/or an 
American Household Appliance Manufacturers Association ("AHAMA") capacity of twenty-five 
(25) pounds or more. Residential machines will be any washing machine with less capacity than 
industrial machines.  
 
E. If a blockage is found in the collection system and it can be determined by the City to be 
caused by a particular user’s discharge, then the City can require the user to install a City 
approved interceptor, at the user’s expense, to catch the substance causing the blockage. If any 
interceptor is determined by the City to be inadequate in size or design, the City may require the 
user to install or upgrade such interceptor at the user’s expense. 
 
F. All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Director and shall be 
located to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. 
 
G. Sand/oil interceptors shall be constructed of impervious materials capable of withstanding 
abrupt and extreme changes in temperature. They shall be of substantial construction, watertight, 
and equipped with easily removable and accessible covers. When bolted covers are required, 
they shall be gastight and watertight. 
 
H. All interceptors shall be maintained by the owner and/or user at his or her own expense. 
The interceptor must always be kept in continuously efficient operation and a record of 
maintenance performed on such interceptor shall be kept by the user on a form (or other means) 
provided by the City. 
 
I. The City shall periodically inspect such interceptors and/or records to ensure they are 
being kept in efficient operation. A cleaning schedule will be set by the City.  
 
SECTION 4. Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances 
 
All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of the code adopted herein 
are hereby repealed. 
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SECTION 5. Severability 
 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance or any part of the 
code adopted herein by reference is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions thereof. 
 
SECTION 6. Clerical Corrections 
 
The City Clerk is hereby authorized to correct clerical and grammatical errors, if any, related to 
this ordinance, and to make formatting changes appropriate for purposes of clarity, form, or 
consistency with the Flagstaff City Code. 
 
SECTION 7. Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days following adoption by the City Council. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Flagstaff this 20th day of April, 2021. 
 
 
 
               
        MAYOR 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
  
CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 


