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Several high-profile bills came back to life at the Arizona Capitol this week as the House 

and Senate reached an agreement on debates that have slowly percolated behind the 

scenes. Governor 

Ducey’s priority bill to 

expand gaming options 

passed the House and 

Senate with bipartisan 

(but not unanimous) 

approval; he signed it 

into law shortly after it 

reached his desk, along 

with a revised gaming 

compact. 

The Governor also signed a bill to align state income tax laws with federal policies after it 

passed the House and Senate with unanimous support. The proposal will reduce state 

revenues by approximately $625 million over several years. Republicans said it’s a good 

start on their tax cut plans, but Democrats said they think it should be the only tax cut the 

legislature enacts this year. Most Arizonans will not need to alter their taxes if they already 

filed them, but some who received unemployment compensation will have a chance to 

change their paperwork to remove those funds from their taxable income. (The state will 

provide more guidance on this soon.) 

The Senate revived bills to limit abortions and create flexibility in schools’ instructional  

time – proposals that had failed to pass last week. It also passed a controversial bill that 

authorizes courts to allow drivers to do community service instead of paying traffic fines. 

Bipartisan opposition to HB 2248 and SB 1175 – bills that would limit the Arizona 

Corporation Commission’s authority over renewable energy policy – continued to block a 

vote on the proposals. 

The House narrowly approved bills that increase parental permission requirements for 

some sex education topics and allow legislators to ask the Attorney General to opine on 

whether a Presidential executive order is constitutional. It failed to pass a bill that would 

have permitted  campaign signs to stay up more than two weeks after an election. 

https://www.azfamily.com/news/politics/arizona_politics/senate-passes-bill-that-legalizes-sports-betting-in-arizona-heads-to-duceys-desk/article_2977b73c-9bec-11eb-b00e-6f4fe93ddc4d.html?block_id=997197
https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/tucson-lawmaker-accuses-colleagues-of-trading-votes-on-gaming-bill-for-funding-priorities/article_37d3e1b4-3ec8-58f5-aeb1-60025fc5e895.html
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/04/15/new-compacts-bring-more-than-sports-wagering/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/04/15/new-compacts-bring-more-than-sports-wagering/
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/H.SB1752_041321_HOUSEENGROSSED.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/fiscal/SB1752.DOCX.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/S.1457JUD_ASPASSEDHOUSE.pdf
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/03/29/bill-gives-schools-flexibility-in-meeting-needs-of-each-student/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/03/29/bill-gives-schools-flexibility-in-meeting-needs-of-each-student/
https://tucson.com/news/local/judges-could-let-drivers-pay-off-traffic-fines-with-community-service-under-proposal/article_ee38d1ee-cc93-525e-8401-692516de7994.html
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/bills/HB2248H.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/bills/SB1175P.pdf
https://tucson.com/news/local/arizona-lawmakers-approve-new-stricter-sex-education-laws/article_da6c9914-9d62-11eb-b280-ef7e1855b231.html
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/H.HB2310_041321_TRANSMITTED.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/H.SB1432_041221_HOUSEENGROSSED.pdf
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Amidst the long debates on high-profile or controversial bills, legislators passed others 

without much disagreement. They voted to allow students to wear tribal regalia or 

culturally significant objects to graduation, make it easier to cancel a gym membership, 

fine drivers who do not move over for emergency vehicles, teach slow drivers to drive on 

the right, give theme parks more time to consider using a state financing mechanism to 

come to Arizona, and require schools to give teachers more information about their total 

compensation. 

 

Arizona’s Newest Laws 

It wasn’t just the high-profile bills signed into law this week: Governor Ducey signed a total 

of 45 new laws – including a ban on private funding for elections, permission for businesses 

to ignore mask mandates, annual recognition of Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and 

the Constitutions, and easier access to workers’ compensation for firefighters with cancer. 

This week also brought the Governor’s first veto of the year. He rejected a proposal that 

would give election officials, rather than the Arizona Department of Transportation, 

oversight of the voter registration system because he objected to the increased role of the 

Secretary of State. The veto surprised many legislators since the bill was not controversial 

and passed the House and Senate unanimously. 

 

What’s Next? 

Tuesday marks the 100th day of the 2021 legislative session – the point at which the session 

should end, according to House and Senate rules. There’s no urgency to wrap up this 

session, though, and the pace of progress is still very slow as legislators wait for signs of a 

state budget agreement.  

Approximately 325 bills are still eligible for consideration this session; the House and 

Senate plan to slowly continue debate and voting on those while budget negotiations 

continue behind the scenes. 

 

https://fronterasdesk.org/content/1674675/arizona-senate-passes-bill-bans-prohibiting-tribal-regalia-graduations
https://fronterasdesk.org/content/1674675/arizona-senate-passes-bill-bans-prohibiting-tribal-regalia-graduations
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/H.HB2697_033121_SENATEENGROSSED.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/S.2294TAT_ASPASSEDCOW.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/H.HB2692_040621_SENATEENGROSSED.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/S.2835FIN_ASPASSEDCOW.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/S.2268APPROP.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/S.2268APPROP.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/legislature-arizona-phoenix-legislation-elections-7f0b8661f5d7b673a3927bf7b4995586
https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/55leg/1r/hb2770.pdf
https://www.azfamily.com/news/politics/arizona_politics/gov-ducey-signs-bill-that-expands-cancer-coverage-for-first-responders/article_9276cf6e-9d8d-11eb-b7cf-13f27eeffac5.html
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/summary/S.2360GOV_ASVETOED.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/55leg/1r/hb2360.pdf
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Budget Update: The Surplus Grows 

Legislators have learned that state budgets are more difficult to negotiate when there’s a 

revenue surplus. Excess money means every legislator has ideas about how it should be 

spent, and this year the surplus is larger than any current legislators has seen before. 

Due to a strong economy and large deposits from federal aid funding, the estimated state 

budget surplus now totals $1.2 billion. 

The revenues are literally off the 

charts, according to the State 

Treasurer’s Office. At a meeting 

of the Finance Advisory 

Committee this week, the 

Treasurer’s staff had to revise 

graphs to include room to show 

the unusually high fund balances. 

The economists on the 

Committee marveled at the 

current revenues, especially since a year ago, those same panelists predicted a tough 

financial year as the economy reacted to the pandemic in Arizona.  

Those economists are quick to warn that much of that surplus is “momentary money” – a 

one-time boost that can lead to future deficits if state leaders use it for ongoing 

commitments. Some of the fund balance will go toward the tax conformity bill enacted this 

week, and many other tax cut and spending proposals are still on the table for ongoing 

budget negotiations.  The Finance Advisory Committee urged legislators to use a long-term 

perspective to craft a state budget proposal, rather than focusing on this year’s stunning 

cash balance. 

Click here for more details on the Finance Advisory Committee’s economic data, and click 

here for the state’s latest report on unemployment. 

 

 

https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/fiscal/SB1752.DOCX.pdf
https://kjzz.org/content/1674866/some-arizona-lawmakers-want-eliminate-income-tax-brackets-adopt-single-25-rate
https://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/facag041521.pdf
https://www.azcommerce.com/media/1547100/emp-report.pdf
https://www.azcommerce.com/media/1547100/emp-report.pdf
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In the Elections 

The Senate is taking donations to cover its audit of the 2020 election in Maricopa County, 

which got a new home this week.  

These organizations want Senate President Karen Fann (R-Prescott) to stop the audit.  

 

In the Courts 

You can share your thoughts on the next Arizona Supreme Court Justice.  

The Arizona Supreme Court said the legislature can’t tell charter cities when to hold 

elections.  

The Arizona Supreme Court will consider Proposition 208 next week.  

The Arizona Attorney General is turning to environmental laws to push for the construction 

of a border wall. 

 

In the News 

These senators support funding for advanced placement programs.  

Rep. Regina Cobb (R-Kingman) is still trying to advance legislation that would change app 

stores.  

This report graded Arizona’s infrastructure.  

Congress is talking about this Arizona college savings program.  

The Tucson Police Chief got a new job.  

The opioid epidemic is still a problem in Arizona.  

Governor Ducey wants to send the Arizona National Guard to the border.  

 

https://kjzz.org/content/1674533/arizona-senate-and-private-companies-taking-donations-election-audit
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/04/14/maricopa-county-vote-audit-happen-veterans-memorial-coliseum/7225249002/
https://twitter.com/JMShumway/status/1382033702868328451?s=20
https://kjzz.org/content/1674066/public-comment-needed-new-state-supreme-court-justice
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/04/14/state-high-court-voids-2018-law-on-city-elections/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-education/2021/04/15/prop-208-court-case-on-tax-to-boost-school-funding-to-be-heard-by-arizona-supreme-court/7213071002/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/04/12/ag-lawsuit-seeks-environmental-impact-study-on-federal-immigration-policy/?utm_term=AG%20lawsuit%20seeks%20environmental%20impact%20study%20on%20federal%20immigration%20policy&utm_campaign=Wake%20Up%20Call&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email&cm_mmc=Act-On%20Software-_-email-_-Wake%20Up%20Call-_-AG%20lawsuit%20seeks%20environmental%20impact%20study%20on%20federal%20immigration%20policy
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2021/04/07/arizona-students-need-access-to-rigorous-challenging-coursework/
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/55LEG/1R/210414COBB2005.pdf
https://www.govtech.com/policy/Arizona-Bill-Could-Shake-Up-Apple-Google-Business-Model.html
https://www.govtech.com/policy/Arizona-Bill-Could-Shake-Up-Apple-Google-Business-Model.html
https://kjzz.org/content/1674367/c-grade-arizona-ranks-3rd-best-us-infrastructure
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/arizona-education/2021/04/15/sen-kyrsten-sinema-wants-to-take-arizona-college-matched-savings-program-national/7240598002/
https://tucson.com/news/local/report-biden-to-pick-tucsons-police-chief-to-lead-customs-and-border-protection/article_b30fce36-9b9b-11eb-b4d8-13364cef1283.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://kjzz.org/content/1673325/what-policymakers-others-can-do-try-get-handle-opioid-epidemic
https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ducey-says-hes-prepared-to-send-arizona-national-guard-to-border/article_2d7bce47-9544-5b7a-b6e4-4919fc3eaca4.html
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The Arizona Department of Transportation wants your thoughts on their plan to spend $1 

billion on freeway preservation projects.  

The 2-1-1 hotline now speaks Spanish.  

The Arizona Corporation Commission is considering whether summer heat should mean 

assured access to electricity.  

The Arizona Department of Health Services launched a new campaign to 

encourage Arizonans to get the COVID-19 vaccine. 

https://kjzz.org/content/1674925/hearing-friday-tentative-transportation-construction-plan
https://kjzz.org/content/1675324/new-hotline-provides-vaccine-information-spanish-speakers-arizona
https://kjzz.org/content/1675238/urban-land-institute-phoenix-one-least-affordable-housing-regions-us
https://kjzz.org/content/1675196/corporation-commission-moves-forward-95-degree-rule-power-shut-offs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W__cTv8J0wo

