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Open Spaces Commission Authority

• Advise on acquisition, preservation, and management
• Advise and assist with educating the community on the value, 

protection, and stewardship 
• Advise and assist with partner collaboration to implementation 

the Open Space management plan 
• Advise and assist with regional open space issues and planning 
• Obtain public input and participation 
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City Code Title 2-20-001-0003 



Discussion Open Spaces Commission Update

• Mission and Goals

• Updates
• Commission’s focus areas

• Positive impacts for the community

• Commission’s Priority Focus
• Connections to City Council goals

• Defining next steps & identifying how  
to work together
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Open Spaces Commission Mission & Goals
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Open Spaces Commission Mission & Goals

Mission: To advocate and support the development of the 
Flagstaff Open Space System, while preserving current Flagstaff 
Open Space, and providing equitable recreational opportunities 
and educational experiences.

Goal 1: Protect, restore, and maintain lands

Goal 2: Grow, link, and provide access

Goal 3: Foster discovery, learning, and stewardship

Goal 4: Cultivate partnerships

Goal 5: Achieve sustainable long-term financial viability 5



Commission Update: Conservation & Restoration

Current Focus

• Zoning Code Amendment -
McMillan Mesa 

• Arizona Public Service 
Restoration Partnership

• Open Space Management Plan
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Commission Update: Conservation & Restoration

• Provide connection to nature

• Offer better access to APS 
Elden Substation

• Ensure best management 
practices

Positive Impacts
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Commission Update: Integrated & Connected System

Current Focus

• Parks Recreation and Open Space 
(PROS) Committee partnership

• Interconnected System

• Observatory Mesa trail plan

Observatory Mesa
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Commission Update: Integrated & Connected System

• Identify community 
needs and 
associated costs

• Supports economic 
prosperity

• Prioritize walking 
and biking

Positive Impacts

Integrated Open Space System 9



Commission Update: Community Involvement 

Current Focus

• Make A Difference Day

• Indigenous Youth STEM 
Academy

Make a Difference Day 10



• Ensure accessibility for all 
residents

• Promote a healthy 
environment

• Provide educational 
opportunities

Positive Impacts

Educational Programming

Commission Update: Community Involvement 
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Commission Priorities Moving Forward

Fiscal Year 2022 Focus

1. Conserve and Maintain

2. Complete City Code Review 

3. Progress towards Interconnected System

4. Achieve Sustainable Funding
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Commission Priorities Moving Forward

Funding 
Thoughts
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Commission Priorities Moving Forward

Community Benefits

• City Council Goals

• Community Health

• Youth Education

• Supports Climate Action Adaptation

• Supports Flagstaff Trail Initiative's 
regional trail strategy 

• Implements Open Spaces and 
Greenways Plan

• Economic Return 15



Next Steps

•Complete Observatory Mesa 
Trail Plan 

•Advance Open Space System

• Sustainable Funding
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Open Spaces 
Commission

Chair: Wm. Mike Wilson

Vice Chair: Andy Bessler

Comm: Jim Burton

Comm: Joseph Thomas

Comm: Mark Loseth

Comm: Eric Nolan

Comm: Jack Welch

Thank you.

Questions?
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