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• Adopted in 2014 after a years-long development 
and engagement process

• A planning document that serves as a roadmap 
to implement the community’s vision.

• Three themes:
• Promote growth that protects our scenic 

beauty and unique ecosystem
• Encourage efficient transportation modes and 

better connectivity, with housing and job 
opportunities

• Grow our businesses by making the most of 
our educated, entrepreneurial, and creative 
citizens
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• Four sections:

• Introduction

• Natural Environment

• Climate Change and Adaptation

• Built Environment

• Human Environment
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Climate change in the Flagstaff 2030 Regional Plan:

• Climate change is addressed over two pages in the Plan:  Natural 
Environment Chapter, pages IV-11 and IV-12.

The climate change section includes three goals:
• E&C.2: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
• E&C.3: Strengthen community and natural environment resiliency 

through climate adaptation efforts.
• E&C.4: Integrate available science into policies governing the use and 

conservation of Flagstaff’s natural resources.
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Goal 1 is to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.
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Reducing 

our impact

Helping 

the most 

vulnerable

Preparing 

for change
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2007   The City of Flagstaff joins the U.S. Mayor’s Climate 
Protection Agreement

2012 The City of Flagstaff adopts its first guiding document on 
climate, the Resiliency and Preparedness Study.

2014   The Flagstaff Regional Plan 2030 is adopted.

This Plan sets three goals in the climate change section, 
including a goal to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions.

2018   The Flagstaff Climate Action and Adaptation Plan is 
adopted.

This Plan sets a goal to reduce GHG emissions by 80% by 
2050.



The Climate 
Emergency 
Declaration

January 2020
Hundreds of well-organized community 
members spoke at City Council, making the 
case for the climate emergency declaration

June 2020
The Climate Emergency Declaration 
Resolution 2020-09 was adopted 
unanimously by City Council

June 2021
The Flagstaff Carbon Neutrality Plan is 
adopted by City Council, detailing how the 
City will achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.
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• The major amendment to the Flagstaff Regional Plan process 
involves significant documentation, staff analysis and public 
participation between April 1st and December of each year.

• This amendment was initiated by the Planning or Zoning 
Commission, at the request of the Sustainability Commission

• This amendment will update the Regional Plan to align with 
the goals of the Carbon Neutrality Plan.
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• This amendment will update the Regional Plan to align with the 
goals of the Carbon Neutrality Plan.

• The climate action work of the City has evolved rapidly since the 
2014 adoption of the Regional Plan

• There is a significant gap between the Regional Plan’s current 
climate goals and policies, and the City’s climate goals as 
developed in its climate plans.

• The different goals have large differences in ambition and 
requisite actions, reflecting the growth in urgency for climate 
action.
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• Restores alignment between the Regional Plan and the City’s 
climate goals, clarifying the carbon neutrality goal and the types 
of climate action the City will take. 

• Formally recognizes the climate action efforts of the City of 
Flagstaff and its partners will increase understanding within the 
Flagstaff community. 

• Provide decision-makers with support when making decisions 
based on the City’s climate action goals.

• Provides transparency and clarity on the City’s decisions.



The proposed changes to pages IV-11 and IV-12 
include:
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Changes to the narrative
Revisions to goals E&C 2 and E&C 3
Revisions to policies E&C 2.1, E&C 2.2, E&C 3.2, and E&C 4.1
Addition of four policies: E&C 2.3, E&C 2.4, E&C 3.5, and E&C 3.6



Updates to the narrative:
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1. Updates to projected changes, using data from the 2017 Flagstaff 
and Coconino County Climate Profile

2. Defining the three types of climate action: mitigation, adaptation, 
and equity.

3. Updated list of possible climate actions, to align with the target areas 
in the Flagstaff Carbon Neutrality Plan.
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Goal: E&C.2:
Current: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
Proposed amendment: Achieve carbon neutrality for the Flagstaff 
community by 2030.

Policy E&C.2.1:
Current: Policy E&C.2.1. Encourage the reduction of all energy consumption, 
especially fossil-fuel generated energy, in public, commercial, industrial and 
residential sectors. 
Proposed amendment: Policy E&C.2.1. Encourage the reduction of energy 
and material consumption.

Policy E&C.2.2:
Current: Promote investments that strengthen climate resiliency
.Proposed amendment: Promote investments that create a more connected 
and efficient community, decrease emissions from transportation and 
building energy, and strengthen climate resiliency.
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Goal E&C.3
Current: Strengthen community and  natural environment resiliency through climate 
adaptation efforts.
Proposed amendment: Prepare Flagstaff’s community systems and resources to be 
more resilient to climate change impacts, and address climate change in a manner 
that prioritizes those most impacted and ensures the costs and benefits of climate 
adaptation and mitigation are equitably distributed.

Policy E&C.3.2:
Current: Review and revise existing regulations, standards, and plans (codes, 
ordinances, etc.) to reduce the community’s vulnerability to climate change impacts.
Proposed amendment: Review and revise existing regulations, standards, and plans 
(codes, ordinances, etc.) to reduce the community’s vulnerability to climate change 
impacts and reduce the disproportionate impacts on vulnerable communities.

Policy E&C.4.1:
Current: Assess vulnerabilities and risks of Flagstaff’s natural resources
Proposed amendment: Assess vulnerabilities and risks of Flagstaff’s natural 
resources in the context of anticipated climate changes and resulting changes to 
Flagstaff’s systems.
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The creation of four new policies:
Policy E&C.2.3: Review and revise existing regulations, standards, 
and plans (codes, ordinances, etc.) to reduce community greenhouse 
gas emissions.
Policy E&C.2.4: Promote developments that help the community 
achieve carbon neutrality through strategies that reduce the project’s 
emissions from transportation, energy, and consumption.
Policy E&C.3.5: Improve the ability of vulnerable community 
members to adapt and thrive amidst the pressures of climate change.
Policy E&C.3.6: Attempt to equitably distribute the burdens and 
benefits of climate action policies and investments to all segments of 
the community.



In addition, a small change is being made to policy T.8.1, in the 
Transportation Chapter. 
Policy T.8.1:
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Current: Promote efficient transportation connectivity to major trade 
corridors, employment centers, and special districts that enhances 
the region’s standing as a major economic hub.
Proposed amendment: Promote efficient network connectivity to 
and within major trade corridors, employment centers, and special 
districts that enhances the region’s standing as a major economic 
hub.
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Oct. 27th Public Hearing #1 at the Planning 
and Zoning Commission

Nov. 10th Public Hearing #2 at the Planning 
and Zoning Commission

Nov. 16th City Council worksession to discuss 
the Amendment

Dec. 7th Public Hearing at the Flagstaff City
Council and potential adoption
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http://www.flagstaff.az.gov/Climate

