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POLICY 

On rare occasions an Animal Management Officer (AMO) will request that a dog be humanely 
euthanized in situations where the dog has a history of extreme aggressive behavior, extreme 
aggression was witnessed by the officer, or an unprovoked aggressive attack occurred. This will 
be requested if the officer deems the dog to be a threat to public safety.  

PROCEDURE 

If an AMO is requesting that a dog be humanly euthanized due to extreme aggressive behavior 
the officer will first discuss the case with the Program Manager. If the Program Manager is not 
available, the officer will speak with the Division Manager or Deputy Director.  

If the decision is made to have the dog humanly euthanized to ensure public safety, the Program 
Manager will email the county contracted shelter’s executive director and make them aware of 
the decision and the reason for the request. Clear and precise documentation explaining why the 
decision was made to euthanize, and all conversations that took place, must be entered into the 
report in Animal Management’s database, ShelterPro, as well as the county contracted shelter’s 
database.  
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