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URGENT UPDATE – University Avenue Barriers – September 2, 2022 
 
 
The Transportation Commission met Wednesday afternoon, June 1, 2022, to discuss the traffic calming 
barriers on University Avenue.  Since the previous update, City Staff modified the earlier barriers near 
University and Tombaugh and installed a temporary traffic circle at University and Majestic.  City Staff 
presented new traffic data they felt showed reduced speeds east of Majestic and recommended the Traffic 
Commission approve all three strategies. 
 
About a dozen owners spoke during the meeting to express their opposition to the current options and as 
Committee Chairman, I received nearly a dozen e-mails opposing the approach, which I summarized.  
Generally, owners felt there was only a minimal impact on slowing speeds where they are highest, introduced 
some risk to cyclists and pedestrians, and created hassles navigating the circles – all with little benefit.  The 
Commission engaged in further discussion and finally directed City Staff to move forward and contact vendors 
to discuss final design and construction services to make these barriers permanent later in 2023. 
 
I would like to be sure every owner has the opportunity to support or oppose this decision.  Please click on 
this SURVEY to share your opinions.  I want to collect and share the members’ views on these barriers.  If 
people remain opposed, we need to present those findings.  If we do nothing more, these barriers will become 
permanent. 
 
Although the project is moving forward, one Member, Commissioner Kate Morley made comments I 
strongly support.  She said, in part, “I think it is disappointing to hear that the community still doesn’t like 
the designs in front of them.  Later she says, “My alternative to that is that we do something very drastic here, 
because nothing seems to be satisfying.  My gut is that traffic volumes are only going to increase.”  And 
shortly thereafter, she summarizes, “we either work through a final design on what is in front of us, or work 
with the Community to do something way more drastic knowing that traffic volumes are only likely to 
increase.”  Please note that Commissioner Morley’s full comments and the entire discussion were recorded 
and can be accessed on the City of Flagstaff website. 
 
As Committee Chair, I want to hear from everyone and will summarize those opinions.  Please take this 
SURVEY.  But as an individual owner, I oppose these current strategies, in part because they have minimal 
effect and introduce safety concerns.  But my biggest concern is that City Staff will consider their work 
finished, without addressing speeding and volume issues in other areas, especially several places on 
Highland Mesa.  There are more traffic issues than just University Avenue that need resolution and I agree 
with Commissioner Morley and feel we need to consider a drastic alternative.  Please click on this 
SURVEY to complete to share your thoughts. 
 
 
Brian Lee Wilson and Committee Members 



Woodlands	Village	ROA	–	University	Avenue	Barrier	Survey

Woodlands	Village	Owners	have	been	concerned	about	the	volume	and	speed	of
vehicle	traffic	in	Boulder	Pointe.		Cut-through	traffic	has	increased	concerns	after
the	gate	on	Woody	Way	was	opened.		The	City	of	Flagstaff	has	been	testing	various
strategies	to	calm	traffic	on	University.		Please	complete	this	survey	and	share	your
opinions	on	these	solutions.

	 Yes No Not	Sure

Traffic	Circle	at
University	and
Tombaugh?

Traffic	Circle	at
University	and
Majestic?

Center	Striping	on
University,	west	of
Majestic?

1.	Do	you	SUPPORT	the	traffic	barriers	the	City	has	installed	on	University	Avenue?	

	 Yes No Not	Sure

Will	the	barriers	on
University	solve	the
traffic	issues?			

Will	the	raised
crosswalks	solve	the
traffic	issues?

Will	these	barriers
and	raised
crosswalks	together
solve	the	traffic
issues?

2.	The	City	plans	to	make	these	barriers	on	University	Avenue	permanent.		They	also	will
install	two	(2)	raised	crosswalks	on	Woody	Way,	with	another	at	Ax	Handle	and	Highland
Mesa.		These	raised	features	are	designed	to	act	in	some	ways	like	a	speed	hump	and	slow
traffic.		What	is	your	opinion?	



	 Yes No Not	Sure

High	speeds,
volumes	at	Highland
Mesa	&
University?			

Street	Parking	on
Highland	Mesa	by
the	Townhomes?				

High	speeds,
volumes	at	Highland
Mesa	&	Majestic?				

High	speeds	on
Highland	Mesa,	east
of	Majestic?			

3.	City	Staff	has	focused	on	traffic	issues	on	University	Avenue,	Woody	Way,	and	at	the
intersection	of	Ax	Handle	and	Highland	Mesa.		Are	you	concerned	about	other	streets	and
areas?		Specifically:	

	 Yes No Not	Sure

Include	traffic
calming	on	Highland
Mesa?

Reduce	speeds
throughout	the
development?	

Provide	better
bicycle	and
pedestrian
protection?	

Address	concerns
now,	and	as	traffic
increases?	

4.	During	the	June	1,	2022	Meeting,	Commissioner	Morley	commented	that	another	more
drastic	alternative	may	be	necessary	to	address	community	concerns	and	better	handle	traffic
volumes	that	are	only	likely	to	increase.		Do	you	support	developing	a	new	and	more
comprehensive,	approach	that	would?	

	 Yes No Not	Sure

Keeping	the	Gate
open	at	Woody	Way?

Closing	the	Gate	at
Woody	Way?

5.	Although	Flagstaff	Transportation	Commission,	Flagstaff	City	Council	and	City	Staff	have
voiced	nearly	unanimous	support	to	keep	the	Woody	Way	Gate	open,	many	owners	are	still
concerned.		Do	you	support?	



6.	Add	any	additional	comments	you	would	like	to	share.	

Name 	

Address	within	WVROA 	

Email	Address 	

*	7.	Please	verify	you	live	in	Boulder	Pointe:	



Transportation Commission Comments - October 5, 2022 
 
 
“Good afternoon Madam Chair and Commissioners.  My name is Brian Lee Wilson and I live in Boulder 
Pointe.  In your June Meeting, you heard numerous owners express concerns about the trial barriers on 
University Avenue. Commissioner Morley expressed her disappointment that residents remained unhappy 
and wondered whether a new approach was needed.  Her idea was supported in the Chat Box, but was not 
acknowledged during the meeting, nor were additional public comments permitted. 
 
We had good participation at the meeting, even with less than 2 business days’ notice, but I wanted more 
feedback and sent out a survey.  As a courtesy, I sent a copy of the survey and background material to Staff 
a couple weeks ago.  I e-mailed 465 owners and received 305 surveys in return – that’s a significant response 
rate of almost exactly 2/3.  Just looking at those who expressed an opinion, I want to share a few findings: 
 

 The Neighborhood OPPOSES the Traffic Circle at University & Majestic by a ratio of more 
than 4 to 1. 

 Owners overwhelmingly DO NOT, by almost 10 to 1, DO NOT BELIEVE, that the barriers 
on University will solve the traffic issues, and 

 More than 6 times as many residents SUPPORT versus OPPOSE Commissioner Morley’s 
comments about an alternative approach that addresses concerns now and in the future. 

 
Before I finish, I want to make a comment on process.  The last traffic study was completed May 2nd.  I waited 
over 2 weeks for Staff to analyze the data and then requested information on May 19 - still 2 weeks before 
the June Meeting.  But I didn’t receive any files until 1 hour before the meeting, leaving zero time for analysis.  
I don’t think it’s fair to deny me data I could have used to support my opinions on this barrier’s effectiveness. 
 
The Development Agreement stipulates that the City develop a system of traffic calming features that are 
acceptable to the neighborhood.  You now have feedback from over 300 owners showing they broadly 
disapprove of your current choices.  I’m asking the Commission to direct Staff to continue working with 
Boulder Pointe residents to develop an expanded approach that includes features as referenced by 
Commissioner Morley.  Thank you for your time.” 
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