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2022 (Current) 2021

Comparing the latest drought monitor to the one from this time last year shows how drought conditions have improved somewhat 

across Arizona. Note, however, that in 2021 we had improving conditions with above normal precipitation January - March. This 

year, we have deteriorating conditions with an anticipation of below normal precipitation.
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Below average precipitation 

occurred across all of Arizona 

February through April.

Portions near the Four Corners 

region did better than most, but 

still came in at well below average 

precipitation.
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6ERCs are above average across Arizona for this time of year, nearing record values.
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Odds are tilted in favor of a warmer than average May across Arizona. For precipitation, there are equal chances for below, near, 

or above normal for most of Arizona. May is climatologically the second driest month of the year (behind June), so not much i n 

the way of precipitation is expected.
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The extended outlook favors warmer than average conditions this summer. However, odds continue to tilt in favor of a wetter than

average monsoon season for most of Arizona. 



Weather Forecast Office
Flagstaff, AZ

Wednesday, May 4
Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

9

Above normal significant wildland fire potential should develop in the White Mountains region by May, with the above normal 

significant wildland fire potential gradually spreading north and west into Yavapai County, the Mogollon Rim, and the Four 

Corners region by June. For the time being, near normal significant wildland fire potential is expected along the Kaibab Plateau

this fire season.
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By July and August, near normal significant wildland fire potential is expected with the onset of the monsoon season.
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● Current drought status:  Below average precipitation in January through April has allowed abnormally dry to extreme drought 

conditions (mainly across the AZ/UT border) to continue across northern Arizona.

● Fuel Conditions: Energy Release Component (ERC):  ERCs are above average, nearing record values for this time of year.

● Temperature and Precipitation Outlooks: 

○ May – Odds are tilted in favor of a warmer than average May across Arizona. For precipitation, there are equal chances for below, 

near, or above normal for most of Arizona. May is climatologically the second driest month of the year (behind June), so not much in 

the way of precipitation is expected.

○ June through August – The extended outlook favors warmer than average conditions this summer. However, odds continue to tilt in 

favor of a wetter than average monsoon season for most of Arizona. 

● Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook:  Above normal significant wildland fire potential should develop in the White Mountains 

region by May, with the above normal significant wildland fire potential gradually spreading north and west into Yavapai County, the 

Mogollon Rim, and the Four Corners region by June. For the time being, near normal significant wildland fire potential is expected along 

the Kaibab Plateau this fire season. By July and August, near normal significant wildland fire potential is expected with the onset of the 

monsoon season.

Summary
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Coconino National Forest



Coconino National Forest 



Flagstaff Ranger District Rx and Timber Plans



Coconino 
National 
Forest 
Forest Target 
38,000 acres



Wildland Fire Dispatch



Ground Resources
Staffing During Fire Season and Preposition of Additional
• Local capacity (District and Forest)

• Staffing/hiring update

• Local Federal and Partner Agencies work with the Southwest 
Coordination Center  (SWCC) to move additional resources to 
Northern Arizona. 

• Additional Severity Funding (Resources and Extended Staffing)

• IA Task Force

• Prevention (largest program in the Region if not nationally)



Aviation Resources
Preposition of Aircraft During Fire Season
• Local Federal and Partner Agencies work with the Southwest Coordination Center  (SWCC) 

to move Aviation resources to Northern Arizona. 

• Aviation Resources can stage at local airport: Pulliam Airport, Sedona Airport, Mormon Lake 
Guard or other designated bases as needed. 

• Nearest Airtanker bases: Prescott and Winslow. These bases will host a range of different 
types of airtankers for support



Fire Aircraft Near Flagstaff
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Wildland Fire Prevention, 
Preparedness & Mitigation 



A natural, fire adapted, structure and pattern 
maximizes wildfire preparedness

Fuel Reduction Thinning

Fire Management



Camping and Campfire 
Restrictions

Greater Flagstaff Wildfire 

Risk Reduction Projects



Flagstaff Fire 
Department -
Response 

•Response Plan:
• All operational/on-duty personnel 

go through annual wildland fire 
refresher training

• Mutual Aid with Partner Agencies
• Year-round planning, mitigation, 

preparedness, response, and 
recovery cycle

• Call out program provides 
important wildfire training 



Flagstaff Fire 
Department –
Severity 
Staffing

•Preparedness based on weather 
and resource indices:
• Severity staffing, indicators:

• Red Flag Warnings (Winds usually 
sustained above 25mph

• Available resources in region

• Fire activity in region

• Severity staffing (1-3 units) would be on duty 
outside of their normal operating hours to 
increase staffing levels and decrease response 
times to a working wildfire event. 



Community 
Outreach

• Firewise:
• Private property defensible space
• Wildfire risk reduction-based 

thinning and fire management



https://cocowildfire.org/



•Neil Traver, APS Division Manager

• Janet Dean, APS Community Affairs Manager



Questions?


