Renaming Agassiz
Peak
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History of Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz

- Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz was a Swiss- born American biologist/
geologist.

- Agassiz was also an opponent of miscegenation. At a lecture at the
Charleston Literary Club in South Carolina in 1847, Agassiz
announced that blacks constituted a separate species. In a letter to
American abolitionist Samuel Gridley Howe in 1863, Agassiz stated
that sexual relations between blacks and whites were “immoral”
and “destructive to the social equality.”

- Agassiz peak, is named after a biologist who used his studies to
legitimize racist beliefs of white superiority. So, keeping the name the

same deeply affects the indigenous as the meanings behind each of
their names are important to us. This also creates a culture of racism
colonization that should be deemed unacceptable.


https://www.britannica.com/topic/miscegenation
https://www.britannica.com/place/South-Carolina
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/constituted
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samuel-Gridley-Howe

Why 1s this 1s an important 1ssue to indigenous people?

The peaks 1s considered sacred to 13 indigenous nations which sadly, some have
been pushed out of Arizona. 13 Tribal Nations which include; Pueblo, Mohave,
Havasupai, Yavapai, Hualapai, Navajo, Hopi, Apache, Zuni, Salt, Gila, Paiute,
and Ute

The peaks still remain sacred and holy to many Indigenous nations therefore, the
current names of the peaks is viewed as inappropriate and misrepresenting.



Cultural significance to local Native tribes

The peaks are associated with 13 indigenous nations. The
Peaks is associated with spiritual deities, ancestors, emergence,
ceremonies, climate conduit, and is still integral to indigenous
daily practices.
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Native names for Agassiz Peak

Dook'o'oostid (Navajo) (Abalone Shell Mountain) (The Mountain that reflects)
Pavoyoykyasi (rain tablet) Nuva'tukya'ovi —(Hopi)

Dzit Tso—Dilzhe’e—(Apache) (Big Mountain)

Tsii Bina—Aa'ku—(Acoma)
Nuvaxatuh—Nuwuvi—(Southern Paiute)

Hvehasahpatch or Huassapatch—Havasu 'Baaja—(Havasupai)
Wik'hanbaja—Hwal bay—(Hualapai)

Wi:mun Kwa—(Yavapai)

Sunha K'hbchu Yalanne—A:shiwi (Zuni)

'Amat 'likwe Nyava—Hamakhav—(Mojave)

Sierra sin Agua—(Spanish) ( The mountain without water)



Quotes from Native Elders

- “Dook’oosliid has been a part of our sacred circle of life since the beginning of life
for the Din¢ people. We as Diné utilize sacred plants, water, & minerals from this
sacred mountain. Our medicine men go to the mountains to gather ceremony
bundles & give offerings to the Diyin Dine’e & give their offerings/ thanks for
protectings us. The mountain have the power to cure our ailments. That’s why the
mountain are sacred to us. We must not abuse the mountains”- Navajo Elder

- “[The peaks are one of the] sacred places where the earth brushes up against the
unseen world,” said Yavapai-Apache Chairman Vincent Randall.

- “To us Hopis, the Peaks 1s a sacred home and resting place for our spiritual beings,
kachina spirits. The kachina spirits serve as guides to the Hopi people.” - Hopi
Elder
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Earth Notes: Flagstaff To Rename Street Linked
To Racist History

By RYAN HEINSIUS - N

There's a movement in Flagstaff to change the name of a downtown street with a

controversial moniker. City officials are considering several community proposals to
Q svoee rethink Agassiz St. It was named after Louis Agassiz, an influential 19th century
biologist and Harvard professor. But his legacy is one of racism.

File photo: Swiss-American biologist, Jean Lois Rodolphe
Agassiz, 3

> Listen

Louis Agassiz loomed large in the world of natural sciences 1800’s. He
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Flagstaff High School students advocate for
renaming the Peaks

Kaitin Olson Apr 14, 2020 Update

Members of Flagstaft High Schoor's Native American Club stand with Flagstaft City Counciimember Jamie
Whelan, right, n this March photo. The students are seeking support trom local ursdictions in renaming the
‘San Francisco Peaks to better represent thei ndigenous histary.

Kaitin Olson

Kaitin Olson

E rly last month, rather than being distracted by their upcoming spring
break, a group of Flagstaff High School students decided to add a higher
issue to their lst of spring semester to-dos: advocating for the renaming of the

San Francisco Peaks.

In a press conference March 11, representatives from Flag High's Native
American Club explained these mountains have long been sacred to 13 tribal

nations, so names like Agassiz Peak, in particular, are out-of-line.

Although Louis Ag
recognized for his




Personal Statements from Students

We will be hearing from the following students:

Mashayla Tso, Makaius Marks, Danell Lipscomb, etc.



Closing Statement

Agassiz’s science was used to try to legitimize racist beliefs of white racial superiority. Therefore,
naming a peak after him is not appropriate and antagonizes the beliefs and acknowledgments of the

NSRRI Bl RS ReninininceRaRgd (Ol This creates a culture of Racism and
colonization that we deem as unacceptable.

- Keeping the name, Agassiz Peak, deeply affects Indigenous people as the cultural names
of the peaks describe the spiritual healing and power that the mountain withholds.. This
also creates a culture of racism and colonization that should be deemed unacceptable.
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