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Federal agencies field approximately 19,000 members as a dedicated workforce. 
This includes both year-round and seasonal firefighters, though it almost certainty 

undercounts other federal employees whose skills and time are utilized on incidents 
(GAO 2022). 

There are approximately 24,000 private contractors

Local fire departments registered with FEMA field an estimated 1,215,800
personnel (FEMA website). Of the fire departments registered with FEMA, 

approximately 63% report providing specialized services to wildland fire or the 
wildland urban interface (FEMA website).

Non-profit workforce numbers are not large, likely less than 1,500 wildfire qualified 
staff nationally, but their role with prescribed fire advocacy across all lands is 

significant.
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