
JOINT CITY / COUNTY SPECIAL WORK SESSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
211 WEST ASPEN

 12:00 P.M.
 

MINUTES
 

1. Call to Order

Mayor Deasy called the Joint City/County Special Work Session held June 14, 2022, to order at
12:03 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call:
  
NOTE: One or more Councilmembers/Supervisors may be in attendance telephonically or by
other technological means.
  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PRESENT:

CHAIRWOMAN HORSTMAN
VICE CHAIRMAN VASQUEZ
SUPERVISOR BEGAY (virtually)
SUPERVISOR FOWLER

CITY COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:

MAYOR DEASY
VICE MAYOR SWEET
COUNCILMEMBER ASLAN (virtually)
COUNCILMEMBER HOUSE
COUNCILMEMBER MCCARTHY
COUNCILMEMBER SALAS
COUNCILMEMBER SHIMONI (virtually)

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ABSENT:

SUPERVISOR RYAN

CITY COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT:

 

 
  Others present:  City Manager Greg Clifton; City Attorney Sterling Solomon; County Manager

Steve Peru
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance, Mission Statement, and Land Acknowledgement

The Council, Board of Supervisors, and audience recited the pledge of allegiance, Vice Mayor
Sweet read the Mission Statement of the City of Flagstaff, and Councilmember McCarthy read the
Land Acknowledgement.
  

MISSION STATEMENT
 

The mission of the City of Flagstaff is to protect and enhance the quality of life for all. 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

  



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
 

The Flagstaff City Council humbly acknowledges the ancestral homelands of this area’s
Indigenous nations and original stewards. These lands, still inhabited by Native descendants,
border mountains sacred to Indigenous peoples. We honor them, their legacies, their traditions,
and their continued contributions. We celebrate their past, present, and future generations who will
forever know this place as home.

 

4. Update, discussion, and possible direction regarding the Pipeline and Haywire fires in the
greater Flagstaff area, including updates from various agencies working on the fires.

 
  Chairwoman Horstman and Mayor Deasy offered opening remarks and words of gratitude to all

who were working on the fire.
 
County Manager Steve Peru stated that there was a community meeting that evening at 6:00 p.m.
at Sinagua High School. He introduced members of Incident Management Team (IMT), Bret
Axelund with the Coconino County Sherriff’s Office, Wes Deason with Coconino County
Emergency Management, Stacey Brechler-Knaggs with City of Flagstaff Emergency
Management, Fire Chief Mark Gaillard, Steven Fillmore and Scott Grasmere with the California
Interagency Incident Management Team 15, Nick Clinton with the Coconino National Forest. The
following updates were provided: 

An IMT team was mobilizing to Arizona to prepare for fire season when the fire started on
Sunday.
A new IMT team will be coming in on Thursday, June 16, 2022.
Monday, June 13, 2022, was a very dynamic day with terrible conditions.
The primary focus has been property protection.
The original location of the fire was in a banned fire area.
Criminal charges have been filed federally, and state charges will be filed soon.
The Coconino National Forest is working on moving forward with a full forest closure.
The Burned Area Emergency Response team is preparing for post-fire response.
Review of the areas that are at SET and GO status.
One residential structure and one outbuilding have been burned.
Financial tracking was ongoing to assist in reimbursement opportunities.
Emergency declarations also assist in obtaining resources from the state.
There was not significant public infrastructure damage, which limits available resources.
They expected potential for thunderstorms later in the week which could have localized
heavy rainfall and flooding.
Buffalo Park has been closed down and is being used for staging.
There had been great coordination with the teams who had come in.

Supervisor Begay asked how much of the Tunnel Fire area was reburned. Mr. Grasmere stated
that the fire did push into the Tunnel Fire burn scar but a lot of the stuff that reburned was needle
cast from the prior fire. A very rough estimate was about six acres and low intensity.
 
Supervisor Vasquez asked if there were any cost estimates for fire response. Mr. Deason stated
that it is not yet known, most of the invoicing had not been available yet to finance, but more
information would be coming.
 
Supervisor Vasquez asked about the impact to the different watersheds and when they could
expect that analysis. Deputy County Manager Lucinda Andreani stated that the engineering team
had already met to begin the process. They had not received burn severity maps yet, so they
were running models with a variety of assumptions. They were expecting significant flood threat
impacts to the watersheds into Highway 180 and the Rio de Flag. Sandbags had been ordered,
and they were working to mobilize resources.
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and they were working to mobilize resources.
 
Mayor Deasy stated that there had been reports of people not getting the emergency messages.
He asked if the IPAWS system required people to have their location services on. Mr. Deason
stated that it does not require location services, it would distribute to anyone who was connected
to a cell tower. They are careful and specific where they send the messages; they target the
messages to those who are directly affected.
 
Supervisor Fowler stated that there had been areas on the Navajo Nation that had to be
evacuated near Grand Falls due to the negative health impacts of the smoke. There were
community health representatives going door to door with law enforcement and social services.
She expressed concerns about Leupp Road due to Highway 89 being closed. There were a lot of
people who worked in Flagstaff and drove from elsewhere, so it would be important to keep the
area open and notify as far in advance as possible if the road would be closed. She also noted
that the power was going in and out in Tuba City, so there had been close coordination with APS
to notify the community. Recognizing that the fire impacts go beyond the burning area, she asked
that those impacts be reported out in future updates. She stated that the Navajo Nation had
extended their help and wanted to offer any way to be of service. It is important to work together
to make sure all the appropriate messaging is going out.
 
The Council and the Board of Supervisors expressed deep appreciation for all those who were
working on the fire. Continued communication and the coordination of public and private entities
show the dedication to protecting and preserving life, property, and natural resources.

 

5. Adjournment

The Joint City/County Special Work Session held June 14, 2022, adjourned at 1:11 p.m.
 

  
                 

___________________________________
MAYOR

 ATTEST:
 

 

 _________________________________
CITY CLERK
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