
Flagstaff Fire 
Department
Special Operations Program



Overall capabilities

• All FFD members are trained in 
Hazmat first responder 
operations.

• 18 Dual certified (Hazmat/TRT) 
technicians.

• Both of these courses consist of 
5 weeks 200 hours of training.

• Ongoing annual CE



Overall Capabilities 

• Stations #5 and #2 are Special 
Operations stations.
• Hazmat, Structural collapse, 
Rope rescue, Water rescue,  
Confined space rescue, Trench 
rescue, Short haul.

• All of this in addition to our daily 
emergency duties. (EMS/Fire)



FFD Special 
Operations History
• Hazmat and Rope programs have been around 

for years.

• Sept. 11th 2001 changed the landscape of our 
Special Operations program.  

• Both of our Special Operations vehicles were 
grant funded and arrived in this time frame 
(Heavy rescue/Hazmat)

• Equipment and training was grant funded.

• After much of the grant  funding dried up we 
separated the trucks to Hazmat and TRT.



Operations
• While many of the departments in the 

state have eliminated all or parts of their 
Special Operations programs, FFD 
is committed to remain a regional resource 
for Northern Arizona.



Hazardous Materials 
response
• FFD responds to Hazmat calls on a daily basis.

• Hazards consist of solids, liquids, and gasses.

• Fixed sites throughout the city containing hazardous 
materials.

• Propane, natural gas, Gore, NAU, water/waste 
treatment, Winona gas farm, Purina, etc...



Interstate and rail emergencies



Scene stabilization

• Incident Command

• Life safety

• Incident stabilization

• Property/Environmental conservation

• Scene stabilization



ERG



Plume modeling
• Rail car carrying chlorine with a large 2" gash 

in the side with a 15-20 mph wind out of the 
SW.

• This Cameo chemical suites model shows us 
the highest levels of concentration and 
guides our evacuation plan.

• National Weather Service in Bellemont has 
similar capabilities and all of this can be sent 
to the EOC quickly.



Additional resources

• BNSF-private contractors

• Responsible party

• ADEQ

• AZ National Guard 91st CST

• State mutual aid

• Red cross



In review • Coordinated efforts 
between FFD and all 
participating 
organizations.

• FFD has a strong and 
healthy hazardous 
materials program.

• Any large emergency 
(fire, hazmat, wildfire, 
EMS) will take the 
entire GFR to be 
involved.

• Questions?
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