THE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC
NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES
COMMITTEE PROPOSAL FORM

This document is for those interested in proposing:
1. A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature, or
2. A change to an existing name, spelling, or where a name is applied.

By submitting this form, the proponent acknowledges the BGN Policies
and agrees to work with BGN staff regarding their proposal.

VERSION 2.0.1
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE


https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf

Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the names of geographic features
within the 50 States and in other areas under the sovereignty of the United States. The BGN retains the legal
authority to promulgate all official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well as
canals, channels, reservoirs, and other select feature types.

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a geographic feature for Federal
use. A proponent should carefully review the proposal prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the
BGN policies. Please note all fields with a red outline are required prior to submitting this form.

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal—including personal identifying information and any
associated correspondence—is in the public domain and may be made publicly available at any time.

Submit 1. Email this form and supporting OR 2. Send by mail to:
Proposal: documentation to: BGNEXEC@ usgs.gov U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names
I.  Save PDF as ‘ST_GeographicName’ 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523
_ for example CO_BearCreek’ Reston, VA 20192

Contact Us: i.  Email Subject: ST_GeographicName

BGNEXEC@usgs.gov Please note that anything submitted by mail will delayed.
Naming Basics

Proposed Name: Is this to change an existing name?

Oo'mawki = Y N

If yes, please provide the official name and Feature ID

Is this name in current local use? ) ; . .
as it appears in the Geographic Names Information

Y [= N System (GNIS).
What is the Feature Class? GNIS Name: Agassiz Peak
Summit Feature ID: 25531
Location Basics m;',]
Where is the feature? General Location:
.. -
Latitude: 35.3258365 (38.94741) et State: Arizona
Longitude: _117 6775417 (-77.36839) County: ~ Coconino
For Linear Features (e.g. stream or valley): City/Town/
Mouth/Confluence Townshlp/
Borough:
Latitude: (38.94741)
MM (-77.36839) Public Land Survey System.
Source/Headwater Section(s), Township, Range, Meridian
Latitude: (38.94741)

Longitude: (-77.36839)


https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names

Feature Description

Physical shape, length, width, etc. (Maps can be submitted separately by email)
on San Francisco Mountain.

Name Details

Name information:

Please provide We, the Indigenous Youth/ Elders/ Supporters, highly and wholeheartedly advocate the
renaming of Agassiz Peak. This name change is vital to protect sacred landmarks and
correct this periodically inappropriate name due to its racist origin.

As a community, we call upon you for action.

As individuals that believe in Indigenous sovereignty and reclamation through the
youth voice, we presented this opportunity to support these efforts by other Indigenous
youth who saw this as a chance to take a deeper look and educate others on the
current use, as well history of Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz and his white supremacy ideologies and
B beliefs, which by no means accurately acknowledge the indigenous tribes of the area
historical and, more importantly, recognize how sacred this land is, especially to the Indigenous
significance. Also tribes of the site. The Local State University, Northern Arizona University, has changed
include why you the names of spaces on their Flagstaff Campus due to the Histories of Agassiz arising.
believe the feature - \We want to secure the name change from Agassiz Peak to Oo'mawki (Oh-maw-kee) of
requires a name or - Hopi Origin. We want to restore the name Oo'mawki (Oh-maw-kee) of Hopi origin
name change and  means the home/ place of the clouds, a name particular and specific for that summit
why the proposed  that the name Agassiz now occupies. Restoring the name reflects the journey of
name is appropriate. feconciliation this community is undergoing, changing for the best of Humanity and
Describe any healing in past times of Colonialism and Discrimination.
documents that you These peaks are sacred to thirteen Federally Recognized Indigenous nations, not
including unrecognized tribes: Pueblo, Mohave, Havasupai, Yavapai, Hualapai, Navajo,

relevant information
about the proposed
name, such as
origin, meaning, how
long it has been in

will be submitting . . : X . . . .
o Hopi, Apache, Zuni, Salt, Gila, Paiute, and Ute. 13+ tribes hold histories, stories, and
PR Cultural Narratives of ancestry within these peaks. 13+ nations have sacred ties and
pmpgfa/ 4 relationships with the land at these peaks. This land is holy and sacred, and the current

name of the summit disrespects that and, in fact, directly opposes this.
We recognize the sovereignty of Indigenous peoples, and the reclamation of our
sacred lands protects that sovereignty. Renaming the Peak is a step towards that.



Please provide a list of supporting documentation, including any web links:
Examples: Published sources showing the proposed name or letters of support (local government, historical
society, etc.).

https://www.jackcentral.org/culture/flagstaff-s-sacred-mountain-the-economic-political-and-spiritual-power/
article_e8c827f8-f06f-11e5-a4c0-83d92de048el.html.

https://azdailysun.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/city-urged-to-support-renaming-of-agassiz-peak/article
_1779f061-3ab3-5907-8af2-b3a079¢c84187.html

https://azdailysun.com/news/local/flagstaff-high-school-students-advocate-for-renaming-the-peaks/article_
6772e469-d09b-5794-bbea-99

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/about-forest/about-area/?cid=stelprdb5340115

Is the name commemorative? Does the name honor or refer to a person or persons? Y |m|N

Please note that the BGN will only accept proposals for names that are intended to honor a person or persons
deceased at least five years. The BGN will disapprove names that could be construed to honor living persons. The
person being honored should have had either (1) some direct or long-term association with the feature, or (2) have
made a significant contribution to the area, community, or State in which it is located; or (3) have outstanding
national or international recognition. The BGN discourages the use of an individual’s full name except to avoid
ambiguity.

If yes, please provide the following:

Honoree's Date of Birth: Honoree's Date of Death:

Short biography and significance or association with the geographic feature: (/ist any additional honorees here)



https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=17

Is the feature in a Wilderness If yes, please provide your justification for making an
. Y N Unknown . . .
Area or Wilderness Study Area? ,:l 'EI D exception to the Wilderness Policy:

Please note that the BGN will not approve new names for unnamed features within wilderness areas or wilderness
study areas, unless an overriding need can be demonstrated by the proponent.

Additional Information =4

Is there any local opposition or conflict with the proposed name? |m [Y N

If yes, please explain and describe any opposition.

The City of Flagstaff, Citizens, and the municipal have deemed Agassiz an inappropriate name, having
renamed streets, places, and signage representing Louis Agassiz. They note that the History of this
"celebrated Naturalist" as a prominent Eugenicist is morally and humanely wrong. Local State University,
Northern Arizona University, continues changing spaces named after Agassiz, reflecting the cultural shifts
surrounding Peaks communities. Acculturating the Indiaenous Histories at the base of this Peak.

Additional notes:

Along with submitting this application, there is an assemblage of support from this Peak's surrounding
communities. With the submission of letters of support from the Agassiz Family, the Family whose name is
inherited by Louis Agassiz, supporting the Name Change to Oomawki. Letter of Support from the Mayor of
Flagstaff, Mayor Paul Deasley, Forest Supervisor Laura Jo West, Historical maps, Forest Service
Websites. Additionally, the statements from Indigenous youth and their allies and the inclusion of local
media covering the actions and shifts within the community consist of the name change. The resources
provided be evidence of the conversations and changes the community is dynamically experiencing.

Proponent Information

Please provide one form of contact (email preferred): 3? Are you completing this form for someone else?

& Proponent’s Name: Makaius Marks Y |m|N

Agency or Organization, if applicable: Ifyes, please fill out the following:

Indigenous Youths of Flagstaff sl by

Full Name:
% Email:  makaiusrmarks@gmail.com

Email:
P Mailing 2500 W Route 66 Lot 110 )
ﬁ Address: Mailing

Address:
& Phone: 5204910637 Phone:

Please submit this form and supporting documentation to. 1. By email to BGNEXEC@usgs.gov 2. By mail to the address on page 2.



https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=19
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov

	Proposed Name: Öo'mawki
	Local Use: Choice2
	Feature Type: [Summit]
	Official Federal Name: Choice1
	Current GNIS Name: Agassiz Peak
	Current GNIS ID: 25531
	Point Latitude: 35.3258365
	Point Longitude: -111.6775417
	Mouth Latitude: 
	Mouth Longitude: 
	Source Latitude: 
	Source Longitude: 
	State01: Arizona
	County/City: Coconino
	Zip code: 
	Section, Township, Range and Meridian: 
	Click or tap here to enter Feature Description (Physical shape, length, width, etc: 
	): on San Francisco Mountain.


	Name Information: We, the Indigenous Youth/ Elders/ Supporters, highly and wholeheartedly advocate the renaming of Agassiz Peak. This name change is vital to protect sacred landmarks and correct this periodically inappropriate name due to its racist origin.
As a community, we call upon you for action.
       As individuals that believe in Indigenous sovereignty and reclamation through the youth voice, we presented this opportunity to support these efforts by other Indigenous youth who saw this as a chance to take a deeper look and educate others on the history of Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz and his white supremacy ideologies and beliefs, which by no means accurately acknowledge the indigenous tribes of the area and, more importantly, recognize how sacred this land is, especially to the Indigenous tribes of the site. The Local State University, Northern Arizona University, has changed the names of spaces on their Flagstaff Campus due to the Histories of Agassiz arising.
We want to secure the name change from Agassiz Peak to Öo'mawki (Oh-maw-kee) of Hopi Origin. We want to restore the name Öo'mawki (Oh-maw-kee) of Hopi origin means the home/ place of the clouds, a name particular and specific for that summit that the name Agassiz now occupies. Restoring the name reflects the journey of reconciliation this community is undergoing, changing for the best of Humanity and healing in past times of Colonialism and Discrimination.
     These peaks are sacred to thirteen Federally Recognized Indigenous nations, not including unrecognized tribes: Pueblo, Mohave, Havasupai, Yavapai, Hualapai, Navajo, Hopi, Apache, Zuni, Salt, Gila, Paiute, and Ute. 13+ tribes hold histories, stories, and Cultural Narratives of ancestry within these peaks. 13+ nations have sacred ties and relationships with the land at these peaks. This land is holy and sacred, and the current name of the summit disrespects that and, in fact, directly opposes this. 
        We recognize the sovereignty of Indigenous peoples, and the reclamation of our sacred lands protects that sovereignty. Renaming the Peak is a step towards that. 
	Supporting documentation with details: https://www.jackcentral.org/culture/flagstaff-s-sacred-mountain-the-economic-political-and-spiritual-power/article_e8c827f8-f06f-11e5-a4c0-83d92de048e1.html. 

https://azdailysun.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/city-urged-to-support-renaming-of-agassiz-peak/article_1779f061-3ab3-5907-8af2-b3a079c84187.html

https://azdailysun.com/news/local/flagstaff-high-school-students-advocate-for-renaming-the-peaks/article_6772e469-d09b-5794-bbea-99 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/coconino/about-forest/about-area/?cid=stelprdb5340115
	Is the name commemorative: No
	Honoree's DOB: 
	Honoree's DOD: 
	Short Biography and Significance: 
	Is the feature in a wilderness area: No
	Justificaation for making an exception to the Wilderness Policy: 
	Is there any local opposition: Yes
	explain and describe any opposition: The City of Flagstaff, Citizens, and the municipal have deemed Agassiz an inappropriate name, having renamed streets, places, and signage representing Louis Agassiz. They note that the History of this "celebrated Naturalist" as a prominent Eugenicist is morally and humanely wrong. Local State University, Northern Arizona University, continues changing spaces named after Agassiz, reflecting the cultural shifts surrounding Peaks communities. Acculturating the Indigenous Histories at the base of this Peak.
	Additional Notes: 
Along with submitting this application, there is an assemblage of support from this Peak's surrounding communities. With the submission of letters of support from the Agassiz Family, the Family whose name is inherited by Louis Agassiz, supporting the Name Change to Oomawki. Letter of Support from the Mayor of Flagstaff, Mayor Paul Deasley, Forest Supervisor Laura Jo West, Historical maps, Forest Service Websites. Additionally, the statements from Indigenous youth and their allies and the inclusion of local media covering the actions and shifts within the community consist of the name change. The resources provided be evidence of the conversations and changes the community is dynamically experiencing.

This Restoration of an Indigenous name changing a Racist, Discriminatory Name was started by Indigenous Youth. Youth who allied themselves and worked alongside non-Indigenous Peoples to have conversations and initiate change on various levels societally, impacting numerous institutions and businesses. Conversations will echo for generations, just as the Indigenous Youth's Elders had through Policies of Assimilation and Colonization.

	Proponent Full Name: Makaius Marks
	Agency or Organization: Indigenous Youths of Flagstaff
	Proponents Email: makaiusrmarks@gmail.com
	Proponent Mailing Address: 2500 W Route 66 Lot 110
	Proponents Phone Number: 5204910637
	Are you filing this for someone else: Choice2
	Submitters Full Name: 
	Submitters Email: 
	Submitters Mailing Address: 
	Submitters Phone Number: 


