
City Manager’s Report 

Nov 28, 2023 

 
Council and Colleagues, greetings. These reports will be included in the City Council packet for 
Council Work Sessions.  The reports are intended to be informational, covering miscellaneous 
events and topics involving the city organization.  This Report will include, as attachments, updates 
from Economic Vitality and PROSE.  
 
HR Interim Director Introduction  
As referenced in my last report, we recently rolled out an interim arrangement for leadership in 
HR.  Allison Eckert joined us a few weeks ago and has hit the ground running.  We are grateful 
for her leadership.  Her interim coverage will cover a few months, with some flexibility, as our 
timeline here is a bit uncertain at this juncture.  Her bio is pasted below: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PROSE 
Recognizing that Council will be hearing an update form PROSE, we wanted to nevertheless 
bring to your attention that the Open Space Commission will be reviewing a Hidden Hollow 
Road Access consideration through Observatory Mesa Natural Area and revisions to the Greater 
Observatory Mesa Trail Plan during their Monday, December 11th meeting.  The meeting begins 
at 4 pm and is held at the Aquaplex Community Room. 
 
Fire 

• Fire Personnel handed out medals to the 400+ runners at the Girls on the Run event to 
talk about careers with FFD.  Great news. 

• Earl Gutierrez was recognized as Firefighter of the Year by the Exchange Club (photo 
below).  Congratulations, Earl! 

• Also, congratulations to Sean Connolly on his promotion to Fire Engineer Paramedic, 
Christopher Denham on his promotion to Fire Captain, and Derek Sausman on his 
promotion to Fire Engineer! 

• Please see flyer announcing the 
upcoming graduation ceremony from the 
Greater Flagstaff Region Firefighter 
Recruit Academy: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Police 
• Congratulations to Colton Hutchison on his promotion to Sergeant! 
• Flagstaff Police Officers assisted with 

the Flagstaff Marathon and Girls on 
the Run events.  

• Chris Panella was recognized by the 
Exchange Club as the Flagstaff Police 
Department Officer of the Year.  Nicely 
done, and well deserved! 

 
 
 
Public Works 

• Congratulations to Sam Beckett for earning an Arizona Qualifications System Gold Card 
and is now a credentialed Operations Section Chief!  Great achievement, Mr. Beckett! 

• The weather allows for great work to continue to be completed for asphalt, concrete, 
and paint and markings. There has also been good progress on repair streetlight and 
traffic signal repairs.  

• The Hazardous Products Center supported the Sustainability team with the Drop off 
Event and collect a variety of household hazardous, electronic and universal waste 78 
pounds of aerosol cans, 185 CFL bulbs, 5 round fluorescent halo lights, 197 fluorescent 
tubes, 66 LED bulbs, 1 HID bulb, 852 pounds of dry cell and lithium batteries, 475 
pounds of lead-acid batteries, 13 pounds of single-use vapes, 169 pounds of light 
ballasts, and 24 pounds of printer cartridges. 

 
Hopi Visit 
On Monday, Nov. 13th, a group of us traveled to visit with the Hopi Tribal Council to discuss 
opportunities to collaborate on Indigenous initiatives and provide various updates on city 
matters involving our Indigenous community.  It was a very nice visit, and thanks to Rose Toehe 
and Shawn Johnson for the coordination.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Above is a photo of the participants, including Chariman Nuvangyaoma, Vice Chairman Craig 
Andrews, and the city entourage.  Below is an excerpt from our White Paper that speaks to the 
governance of the Tribe and some background information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Navajo Nation Visit 
A similar visit with our Tribal neighbors will be 
occurring on Monday, December 4th, when a group 
of city representatives will be traveling to Navajo 
Nation.  Stay tuned for details. 
 
Alliance Meeting  
Mountain Line hosted the Alliance meeting on 
Friday, Nov. 17th.  The agenda is pasted to the right 
for reference.  It was a good meeting with focus on 
voting outcomes and a United Way update.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UWNA Fundraising Campaign 
And speaking of United Way, the city’s campaign for employee donations was quite successful.  
Special props to Heidi Hansen for her amazing efforts in spearheading this campaign, and Chief 
Musselman for his involvement as well.  
 
The effort was successful.  See below email from Christine Pierce to Heidi Hansen, summarizing 
the campaign outcomes.  We had 102 donors from the city, which is remarkable, and a 
fundraising total of $17,774!  Thanks to all who participated.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Budget Retreat 
A reminder that we will be having our December Budget Retreat on December 14th, details will 
be forthcoming.  It will be facilitated.   
 
 
Thanks all for now.  Onward and upward …  
 
 


