
S.O.I. 
Standards

& Guidelines



Secretary Of 
the Interior 
Standards

For the Treatment of Historic 
Properties



SOI

The 3 “Rs” +1 
Preservation, 
Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, and 
Reconstruction 
Projects 



4 Treatment Standards

Preservation 

Rehabilitation

Preserve Existing Form
Restored to a certain 
significant period in time

Restoration

Reconstruction

Allows for a new 
compatible use

New Construction 
with Accurate 
Documentation
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Standards are applicable to certain situations
• Standards and Guidelines for Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Reconstruction Projects

• Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and 

materials of an historic property. 

• Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair, 

alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural 

values.

• The Rehabilitation Standards acknowledge the need to alter or add to a historic building to meet continuing or new uses 

while retaining the building’s historic character.

• Restoration is defined as the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character of a property as it 

appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from other periods in its history and 

reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period.

• Reconstruction is defined as the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, features, and 

detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a 

specific period of time and in its historic location.



SOI

Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making 

possible a compatible use for a property through repair, 

alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or 

features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural 

values.

The Rehabilitation Standards acknowledge the need to alter or 

add to a historic building to meet continuing or new uses while 

retaining the building’s historic character.



Rehabilitation

10 Basic Standards

#6: Deteriorated historic features 
will be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement 
of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature will match the old in design, 
color, texture and, where possible, 
materials. Replacement of missing 
features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence.
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Day use Senior Center – A Mining Host House 

Meeting Rehabilitation Standards and Guidelines
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Rehabilitation Guidelines

GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATING HISTORIC BUILDINGS 

Identify, Retain, and Preserve Historic Materials and Features

Protect and Maintain Historic Materials and Features

Repair Historic Materials and Features

Design for the Replacement of Missing Historic Features

Alterations

Code-Required Work: Accessibility and Life Safety

Resilience to Natural Hazards

New Exterior Additions and Related New Construction



Flagstaff soft brick



Rehabilitation 
Standards + 
Flood 
Adaptation

• Flood Adaptation (New)





Rehabilitation

Utilized for Federal 20% 
Historic Preservation 
Investment Tax Credit

Questions?
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/tre
atment-standards-rehabilitation.htm

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm

