
Connecting our community through people,
parks, natural areas, and programs.

A Surprise Appearance at Pride in the Pines!
     Pivot. That was a keyword for Events and Parks in mid-June,
        when an unexpected phone call arrived from those serving
         and protecting the current Federal administration. The    
          team was informed of a special visitor and fastidiously    
         collaborated with the Police Department, Emergency    
        Management and a local event producer to make the   
      necessary changes to an approved special event site plan,
    logistics and safety for the First Lady of the United States. The
visit to the Pride in the Pines festival on June 15th, 2024, was one

Cynthia Burmeister joins PROSE from many of years of 
municipal work with the City of Glendale before making the
adventure to the north. We are lucky to have connected with 
Cynthia, as she works alongside Cathy Guetschow to keep all of us
PROSE in-line!

PARKS, RECREATION, 
OPEN SPACE, AND EVENTS

J U N E  2 0 2 4  N E W S L E T T E R

Welcome Cynthia Burmeister new Administrative
Specialist!

Photos from AZ Daily Sun
of the Pride in the Pines
Event at Thorpe Park

         to remember with a highlight as to how the
 team works together to make great things 
happen. 



Congratulations to Brett Newcomer, who has accepted a
promotion from Parks Maintenance Worker 
to Parks Technician! Brett has been an 
incredible coworker from his first day 
less than one-year ago, and we are 

June brought forward specific challenges to turf maintenance. “Turf” refers
to the type of green space in our parks that varies from well-groomed 
athletic fields to grassy areas for enjoying in a variety of ways. During 
some of the longest and hottest days of the year, consistent watering
and maintenance is crucial. Unexpected complications with the 
irrigation system and a water line break called for quick innovation. 
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Parks Staff Progression & Promotion

PARKS

Tough Times for Turf

High school kids playing Spike Ball on the
lush green grass at Jim Cullen Memorial Park

Tobin and his tractor

The Parks team rose to
the challenge with help
from the Flagstaff
Sustainability Office and
Water Services to get
water back on the grass
and revive the previously
yellowing grass to a lush
green state. 

New blooms 
symbolizing Brett’s

 growth into a new role 

May 2024 Trial Counts

Parks Technician, Tobin Nidever, received his Pesticide
Applicator License, which will become very useful in the coming
months.

happy to see his well-deserved promotion.

Parks Shop
Pollinator

Garden 



RECREATION Jay Lively Activity Center

Fresh New Ice at Jay Lively!

MahJong Club at Joe C. Montoya 
A new MahJong Club has been introduced that meets
Tuesday mornings and Tuesday evenings. The first meet
up had six participants and fourteen in the 
evening. Attendance has been increasing 
throughout the month and another 
session is being considered to meet 
the demand. 

Jay Lively opened to the public right on
schedule on June 1st after completing many
large projects during the annual cleaning and
maintenance closure. The center now has fresh
ice to skate with new markings and logos. Staff  
                          helped build the ice back up to
                                     the appropriate depth.  
                                        Regular patrons took  
                                           notice of the work that
                                              was completed and
                                                were appreciative  
                                               and excited to be back 
                                                in the center.

New PROSE
Logo installed 

People enjoying the new ice during
the first public skate

A clean and calm Jay Lively after the
cleaning and maintenance closure 

Joe C Montoya Community
& Senior Center

MahJong Club
meet-up

Bridge Club is Back 
at Joe C. Montoya!
Bridge Club is back after a 
seasonal break and is just as 
popular as ever with 30 
participants for the first session!

Summer Hockey
League Games

                                                              Summer Hockey League
                                                         is in action. Adult B and
                                                   Adult D leagues played their
 first games on June 9th with more to come!



Summer programs and field trips have been running strong
with consistent participation especially in the weekly field
trips. Field trips have been both fun and educational,
including a trip to Picture Canyon with the Open Space 
Educator to learn about the natural 
environment, a trip to the NAU Imaging 
Lab to take a look at bugs up-close,
 the Wildcat Water Treatment plant,
 as well as just plain fun trips to 
Harkins Theater, Levitate Adventure
       Park and a picnic at Frances 
              Short Pond.

Field trip at the Wildcat Water
Treatment Plant Summer Programs and Field Trips

RECREATION
Hal Jensen Recreation Center 

Field trip at Levitate

Field trip at Picture Canyon

Field trip at the NAU Insect
Imaging Lab

Photo of a ladybug taken
during the field trip 

New ‘Little Libraries’ Addition
The Coordinator of Northern Arizona Distance
Learning received a grant to place “Little
Libraries” in various spaces in town and Hal
Jensen Recreation Center was a chosen location! 

New Little Library

Touching a bug



Kids Squared

The new Tuesday evening Learn to Climb Youth
Class has started to gain traction among the
community. Participation is increasing every week
with new and retuning kids. High Country
Adaptative Sports has plans to host a series of
climbing sessions for children with cognitive,
intellectual, or developmental disabilities in June
and July.

Kids playing bean toss

RECREATION

 Group swim lessons have been very 
    successful so far. Over one hundred
      youth have enrolled in swim lessons
       in June and lessons will continue 
        through July and beginning of August.

Learn to Rock Climb Youth Class

Aquaplex 

Aquaplex Open Swim

Swim Lesson Success

Parent and 
child swimming

kids throughout the summer and partners
with different organizations to host activities.
The Aquaplex, Hal Jensen, and Open Space
each provided games and activities and used
this as an opportunity to spread the word
about upcoming events and programs
offered. 

Kids doing yoga
PROSE participated in
‘Kids Squared’ at Heritage
Square and engaged with
approximately sixty kids!
This event is organized by
the Downtown Business
Alliance to offer
stimulating activities for 

Kids rock climbing at the
Aquaplex rock wall



Partners from Sustainability 

A bundle of knap weed at the
Aquaplex volunteer weed pull

Restoration in Progress sign
Kids on a field trip at Observatory Mesa

OPEN SPACE

Invasive Plant Workshops and Volunteer
Events
Open Space is partnering with the Sustainability Community
Stewards Program to host a series of workshops and
volunteer events about invasive plants throughout the
summer. The first workshop, “Intro to Invasive Plants” was a
success with twenty-five in attendance. 

 Open Space continues to provide outdoor education opportunities of all
                kinds. In the month of June, Open Space provided educational  
                programming to 144 youth. These programs range from guided       
                hikes, volunteer projects paired with learning outcomes,   
                hands-on workshops, 

Open Space hosted seven volunteer work events in June and
saw fifty-six volunteers. Examples of work completed:

Pulling invasive weeds at Picture Canyon 

Trash clean-ups at Picture Canyon,
McMillan Mesa, and Observatory Mesa

Trail restoration near the Pit House at
Picture Canyon 

Installation of Restoration Area signs

Youth Education Program
Running Strong

specialized field trips
and more! Some of
the youth groups
have included the
Boys and Girls Club,
Hal Jensen, Service
Learning Camps, and
school summer camp
field trips.

Participants attending the Introduction to Invasive Plants
Workshop

New wood
chips on the

Pit House Trail



More information can be found on our website and social media pages.

Concerts in the Park

EVENTS & MARKETING

Concerts in the Park have been successful so far seeing over 900
people at the first one at Jim Cullen Memorial Park. We look
forward to more throughout the month of July.

Concert at Jim Cullen Memorial Park

People dancing at Concerts in the Park

Tommy Dukes Band 

Upcoming Events and Programs in July

https://www.instagram.com/flagstaffprose/
https://www.facebook.com/flagstaffPROSE/
https://flagstaff.az.gov/807/Hal-Jensen-Recreation-Center
https://flagstaff.az.gov/807/Hal-Jensen-Recreation-Center


https://flagstaff.az.gov/896/Aquaplex
https://flagstaff.az.gov/896/Aquaplex
https://flagstaff.az.gov/2194/Open-Space-Natural-Areas
https://flagstaff.az.gov/2194/Open-Space-Natural-Areas
https://flagstaff.az.gov/817/Joe-C-Montoya-Community-Senior-Center
https://flagstaff.az.gov/63/Jay-Lively-Activity-Center-Ice-Arena
https://flagstaff.az.gov/896/Aquaplex
https://flagstaff.az.gov/2194/Open-Space-Natural-Areas

