PETITION TO FLAGSTAFF CITY COUNCIL i
Pursuant to Flagstaff City Charter Article Il Section 17 JJ’ ;
and Flagstaff City Code Title | Chapter 12

Pursuant to the Flagstaff City Charter and the City Code, any citizen (resident) of the City may present a written petition
to the City Manager, signed by a minimum of 25 citizens from the City of Flagstaff, which shall be presented to the City
Council.
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Petition to Flagstaff City Council
Title of Issue: Proposed Jack Welch Memorial Bridge at Picture Canyon

Action Requested: With support of many Friends of Jack Welch and City Staff, we propose
naming the bridge over the Rio de Flag in Picture Canyon the ‘Jack Welch Memorial Bridge.’

With the recent 1-year anniversary of Jack’s passing (July 21, 2023), it's timely to memorialize
Jack’s many and enduring contributions to Flagstaff.

He was instrumental in garnering support for the City’s acquisition of Picture Canyon in 2012
and transition to Picture Canyon Natural and Cultural Preserve. Many Flagstaff residents’ initial
awareness of Picture Canyon sprung from one of Jack’s numerous Walks. In 2016, Open
Spaces Commission recognized him for leading his 100th public walk in Picture Canyon.

Jack contributed to many City Departments and Programs including: Bicycle and Pedestrian
Advisory Committees, Sustainability and Environmental Management, Traffic Commission,
Disability Awareness Commission; Beautification and Public Art Commission.

He volunteered with numerous Community organizations including: National Park Service
volunteer at Wupatki National Monument; Member of Friends of Northern Arizona Forests,
Friends of the Rio de Flag, Flagstaff Biking Organization, Flagstaff Trails Initiative and Arizona
Trail Association.

Jack’s twice monthly Flagstaff Trailheads was among the most popular in the Arizona Daily Sun.
He was the Flagstaff Citizen of the Year in 2009 and recognized by “Best of Flagstaff” as
Volunteer of the Year in 2011.

Elements to be incorporated into the Memorial Plaque are yet to be finalized, and will be
designed in coordination with PROSE staff.

From Martin Ince, Multimodal Transportation Engineer upon Jack’s passing last year;

“Jack moved to Flagstaff in 1998 from St. Louis, and immediately made an impact on his
adopted hometown.

Jack helped form the Bicycle Advisory Committee, and almost single-handedly started the
Pedestrian Advisory Committee, long before they were official City committees. For a number of
years he organized Pedestrian Awareness Week, which later morphed into Flagstaff Walks!.
For many years Jack led a series of walks all over Flagstaff and the surrounding area. He often
conducted several walks per week, and it was not unusual to have 20-30 people along. The
walks were social and enjoyable, and explored beautiful places, but he typically included an
educational component as well — the history of the place, future plans for a trail, open space
etc.

There was a time when, if we held a public meeting or conducted a community survey, we
would only get good participation if Jack sent the word out to his legions of followers.

Jack leaves an amazing legacy of advocacy for walking, biking, trails, and open space, and
inspiration for the whole community. He will be missed.”
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PETITION TO FLAGSTAFF CITY COUNCIL (Continued)
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