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Greater Observatory
Mesa Area

® Property purchase
- e Adjacent land use

E"l - _ Observatory Mesa Natural Area Coconino National Forest
s A [ N — Private Ownershi
= [y 3 o S «_ _ | City Boundary P w
L] i State Trust
Eitf,'-‘\"g . |"'I BNSF State of Arizona
1 g% t'”! City of Flagstaff Management
|l -‘w 2 '_._“54-‘ Coconino County Lowell Observatory
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B4 | e Tt 4/29/2020
e = 0 025 0.5 1 Miles 3
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Background - Land Managers ma

* Observatory Mesa Natural Area

* Lowell Observatory
* Coconino National Forest
 Arizona State Parks and Trails

You are entering @ protected

Natural Area. =

Please hel;;rotect this community

Greater Observatory Mesa Partners: Soatce by opserving the oW

No motorized vehicles:
or woodcutting.

g’) Lowell

OBSERVATORY
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Background - Current Conditions S\
Current Conditions

e 20-30,000 users/year

* Broad array of recreation

* Hiking, bicycling, horseback
riding, cross-country skiing, and
snowshoeing

* Minimal access
* 5.8 miles of formal trail

* Un-managed recreation and
public use (~15 miles of user- ‘ _ _ il
created unauthorized trails) 5
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¢ 5.8 miles of trail (FUTS &
Loop Trail)

e *8 miles of unauthorized trail
(OMNA/USEFS)

e 27 miles of existing roads
(OMNA & USFS)

e 2 authorized parking areas

| &7 e 2 unauthorized parking areas
Access Points (Series 2) —— Road (Series 4 R IGRABT o : : . .
P e, bed L Bk e 9 wayfinding/regulatory

® Unauthorized — Authorized Trail
FUTS Trail

B Signs (Sefies6) —— Unauthorized Trail - 2=, e Slgnage

Observatory Mesa Natural Area
| Lowell (Private Property) N
[uses ' Jr 3
T

[ T T T T T T 1
0 0.38 0.75 1.5 Miles




Cultural Site Protection
Watersheds and Springs
Wildlife

Ecologically Sensitive Areas
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Management Considerations =\

Property Management
E-bikes

Fire Forest Management
Invasive Weeds
Guiding Documents

Forest
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Public Interest In The Area =W

Flagstaff Trail Initiative public survey
(http://flagstafftrailsinitiative.org/)

e 1,700 public comments received

* 120 of the comments were about Observatory
Mesa, distilled into the following five

recommendations: FLAGSTAFF
1. Construct a new stacked loop system
2. Connect Fort Valley and Observatory Mesa T R A [I LS
3. Adopt unauthorized trails on Lowell Observatory
property as part of trail system l] N “T “AT V E
4. Evaluate unauthorized trails for closure and

naturalization
5. Connect Fort Valley to FUTS with a commuter route 9
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Trail Plan Objectives iy

Propose a sustainable trail system plan for the Greater Observatory Mesa Area
that:

* Addresses management and community concerns and desires

e Benefits conservation of the area (wildlife, natural resources)

* Provides managed recreation opportunities and community access

10
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First Trail Plan Design = e

* Designed with staff and land manager input First Proposal,

% ) Parking (Series 1) [Jusrs
Access Points (Series 2)

* Existing trail maintenance

OMNA

A\ Access, Adopted '

@  Access, Official Lowell (Private
Propel

Trails (Series 3) perty)

FUTS Trail
—— Authorized, Existing Trail
3 Adaptive MTB Conversion
“_4 ... FUTS- Planned
= == Ft. Valley Commuter-Adaptive MTB Extension

* Restoration
 Unauthorized trails: 6 miles

Road, Adopt (Series 4) N
— — = New Trail Concepts (Series 5) w»i?mz
Note: Trail Concepts for visualization only. s
Field surveys required for final alignments.

I T T T T T T T 1
1.5 Miles

e Abandoned roads: 12 miles

* 4 additional access points and 2 parking areas
* Additional single-track trails: 24 miles

* Travel route

e Accessible trails

* ADA: .8 miles
e Adaptive mountain biking: 7 miles

Management, Esri, HERE, Garmify; GeoTechnologies, Inc., USGS; M/E'{I/I:IASAQ

B/E%.US[?

L7 Kaibaoy | ge¥
£ ¥ (3

» Wayfinding and educational trail signage 11
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Public Engagement Overview =N
Plan 1st Public Stakeholder 2nd Public 3rd & Final
Development Engagement  Epngagement Engagement Engagement
Worked with land Online & in-person 35 Commissions, Online & in-person 4 0SC meetings
management partners meeting (~35 ppl) organizations & other

meeting (~30 ppl)
partners consulted In-person meeting (~115

Online survey (103 Online survey (183 ppl)

respondents) 2 OSC meetings respondents)

Online survey (327

585 comments reviewed 16 meetings 2913 comments reviewed respondents)

42 letter comments o
442 participants, 302

open-ended comments
received 12
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* Neighborhood concerns

o Buffer/visual impacts

o Potential increased impacts (traffic, illegal

camping, etc.)

O Publication of neighborhood access
e Recreation experience
Alignment locations, redundancy
Improved adaptive trails
Educational zones
Equestrian
Varied difficulties

e Environmental concerns (wildlife, springs)

O O O O O

13



\\

~ = | | W N

Parking (Series 1)

] usFs
Access Points (Series 2) OMNA
A\ Access, Adopted
@  Access, Official
Trails (Series 3)
FUTS Trail
—— Authorized, Existing Trail
Adaptive MTB Conversion
A ... FUTS- Planned
== = Ft. Valley Commuter-Adaptive MTB Extension|
—— Road, Adopt (Series 4) N
— — = New Trail Concepts (Series 5)

Note: Trail Concepts for visualization only.
Field surveys required for final alignments.
I T T T T T T T 1

Lowell (Private
Property)

0 0.38 0.75 1.5 Miles

\‘o 3

/’ ~
Z o
Bl
5. 220 22/ (w7 18 oo
-~ City of Flagstdff, Coconfi® County,-County of Yavapai, Bireatr 5t (and
Management, Esri, HERE, Garmigy, GeoTechnologies, Inc., USGS, METI/NASA7
c /EPAUSDA

o
©

What changed?

441 Fort Valley
I >
£
Yy S
N 4 ) = [ \
N ge Flag %
Ri© A
4 5
z
' & .
Z

— — New Trail

| —— Trail, Adopted

FUTS Trail
------- Trail, Decommission
—— Road, Adopted

Education Zone
OMNA
[ usFs
Lowell Properties
/A Access, Adopted

i Road, Decommission @  Access, Official

Adaptive MTB (36")

Parking, Adopted

Map displays proposed trail plan. See Priority maps
for additional details and labeling. N

).

r T
0

T T T

T
0.38 0.75

1.5 Miles

wwlManagement, Esri, HEl

/ Park

ity of Flagstaff, Cocahing,Cupty«Sounty3f Yavapd, Blireaudf Land
RE Garmin, INCREMENT P, USGSEMETI/NASA, EPA,
2

USDA
atn

S-Milto

'TEAM FLAGSTAFF|

WE MAKE THE
CITY BETTER

Adaptive bike trail design
improved

Trails for advanced skill
levels

Improved loop options
Alignments near private
property moved farther
from boundaries

Buffer zone increased
from 1,000 ft. to 1,320 ft.
near springs

Eliminated private
property access
Educational zones

14
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 Environmental concern (springs, wildlife, more restoration)

* Further increase neighborhood buffer/reduce visual
impact

* Desire for enforcement and management information

* Trails
* Improved alignments for biking and adaptive biking
 Reduced density and mileage of trails
e Support for use of abandoned roads as trails
e Support for directional trails
* Consider e-bikes
* Lowell Observatory Master Planning
* QOpen Space Commission recommendations:
* Maintain multiuse and bidirectional trails

* E-bikes on certain alignments only
 Remove certain alignments due to wildlife concerns 15
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;] Second Prppogal ' Third Proposal ) SN

e s %, 4 P NEF s e — My
S ; y e ¥ ™~ WE MAKE THE
o= i & - / ITY BETTE
l' I\ 0 441 Fort Valley b “ 32 . = . s
s ! \ < - \°
1ji \\ ‘7 — — New Trail Education Zone i -
y P S «
—— Trail, A ‘o
’ . L rail, drfpted OMNA . :‘ o - Commuter rte. Lowell
FUTS Trail [ ] USFs ) r FUTS trail OMNA
-------- Trail, Decommission Lowell Properties 4 o e EXiS 1 i
;% oslig ot NN e ® Moved Section 17 and railroa
—— Road, Adopted '3 A isti i ki
, oal opte Ml A Access, Ado?ted Vi 3 Existing trail A  Existing Access
i Road, Decommission @  Access, Official ',' A e ~=== Trail concept /A Propose Access
Adaptive MTB (36") Parking, Adopted i Adaptive Trail @ Proposed TH t I t m | 1
Map displays proposed trail plan. See Priority maps ,: Edlication Zane Trailhend a Cce SS O O n g e r p a n n I n g
for additional details and labeling. N of Map displays proposed trail pla.n, See priority maps
T . T T T . . . ) jL for more details. J d . . d b d
o ok T e + | @ Used existing roadbeds to vary user

experience & reduce impact

e Decreased density of new trails - 24
to 18 miles (25% reduction)

e Further adjusted/removed

See Long Term Planning
. & for more details 2.4
'@ ! A e alignments to address residential

P and habitat concerns

% 7 | e Adjusted aMTB alighments (similar

wwlManagement, Esri, HERE Garmin, INCREMENT P, USGSEMETI/NASA, EPA,
= w6 USDA  Cd

5-Milto

mileage)
e Kept trails as multi use/bidirectional

® E-bikes allowed on roads and FUTS

What Cha ngEd ? e Added section on management

16
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Third and Final Public Comment Feedback ==

Community disagreement on appropriate experience
o High density vs low density

o Formalized vs not

O Outdoor recreation vs preservation and quiet

Some preference for Version 2 (more trails), some preference to
“leave it as it is”

Desire for more mountain biking experience

Environmental concerns

17
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A‘ Greater Observatory Mesa Trail Plan @ 2

How well does the Trail Plan

meet your desired recreation experience? ﬁ
Not well | can live with it Great! ,
Adaptive Biking .w'.. ® ..
sine @GRS I 00 o.'l‘ 1 LJ®

Downhill Mountain Blklngm O

Equestrian € ".

Passive (wildlife viewing, reflection, etc.)

Running

linter Uses (x-country skiing, snowshoeing) \ 18
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Third Proposal

=== Commuter rte. Lowell
FUTS trail OMNA
~— Existing road USFS
Existing trail A Existing Access

-=== Trail concept /A Propose Access
Adaptive Trail @ Proposed TH

Education Zone Trailhead
Map displays proposed trail plan. See priority maps

%4

\\‘/\ Fort Valley

—— Existing trail
~=== Trail concept
- Adaptive trail
Education zone

=== Travel route Lowell
FUTS trail OMNA
—— Existing road USFS

O Proposed TH

A Access, existing
A Access, adopt

Trailhead

Map displays proposed trail plan. See priority maps
for more details.
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for more details. 5 X
- 0 05 1 Mies 1
3 =
% B3
b {
i‘*"q
%
Included three alignments
| nclude g
’
l\ o
See Long Term Planning 2 \ ‘ See Long Term Planning 4
for more details e ¥ (A for more details 3 2
- . (¥
| { 0T 4 | ® 3.36 (HOt Pockets)° 0.42
Tl \ - AW, N N7 24 . . .
\ ST \
) ] )
/ \9
/ Wl
A
521y 215 e m 1
West Historic Route 66 S - -” West Historic Route 66 ) 22 I e S
N\
2.21

We,
€St Historic Route 66

| ® 5.28:0.65 miles

What changed?

® 5.29: 0.85 miles
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inal Draft Plan: Proposa iy

yoss Fle % ey ® I ? : . }
Current Conditions L L -Final Proposal ,
b e ‘I‘ N % ‘

% % "-\‘~://%3’ ‘\
;'\ i \‘\ A ort Valley
. %)
5
¢
\\ i - J , === Travel route Lowell
o =y FUTS trail OMNA
] \ —— Existing road USFS
l} k —— Bxisting trail A Access, existing
<% ---- Trail concept ~ A  Access, adopt
& .| —— Adaptivetrail @ Proposed TH
@ Education zone 4/ Trailhead

Map displays proposed trail plan. See priority maps
for more details.

[T AU P \
05 1Mi|es7L

0 025

See Long Term Planning | A
for more details
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Trail Plan Review g

Approximately 20 miles of additional natural-surfaced single-track trail
O} e 7 miles of adaptive trails

The addition of 2 more formal access points, which will result in a total of 8

@ ® 2 access points with additional parking along Route 66 near the Public
Works Yard and at the western boundary on Forest Road 515

@ Restoration of 4.5 miles of unauthorized trails and 10.5 miles of roads

% Trail sign recommendations for wayfinding, regulations, and etiquette

Two educational zones for interpretive signage to increase awareness of
ﬁ environmental, cultural, and historical significance
21
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r Priority 1

) * Construct, maintain, and adopt trails close
VEmlae to access points
o e * Provide loop opportunities where trail users
currently use GOMA most
1 L * Increase managed trail opportunities before
closing user-created trails
12

13) ‘

West Historic Route 66

22
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~—— Trail construction
—— Trail constructed/maintained
—— Trail, decommission
FUTS trail
Road, maintain
A Access, adopt
%) Trailhead
Lowell

Map labeling is used to display all
ori

this map.

Priority 2

Expand trail system for longer distance
opportunities

Connect to the Fort Valley trail system
Complete trail system with trails for a
variety of experiences

Restore user created trails where Priority 1
trails are already established

23
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Trail Plan Review
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= Trail constructed/maintained
FUTS trail
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-—— Road, decommission
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%) Trailhead
[ Lowell
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USFS

Map labeling is used to display all
4 proposed efforts for priority 3 on this

map.
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Priority 3

Restore all roads for a non-motorized area

24



TEAM FLAGSTAFF

1 - SN\
Trail Plan Review e

| 9/ Priority 3

e Restore all roads for a non-motorized area

N\

= Trail constructed/maintained
FUTS trail
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map.
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Trail Plan Review e e e

Long Term

* Lowell Observatory- Current internal
planning underway, not the right time

* Railroad underpasses- Will require
extensive engineering, funding, and
cooperation

/\ Long Term Access
— Long Term Road
— Long Term Trail
~— GOMA Roads/Trails

- GOMA Proposed Trail
==+ Long Term New Trail
| ===+ Conceptual FUTS
GOMA Rd Decom
4 i Long Term Rd Decom

GOMA Trail Decom
"""" Long Term Trail Decom
OMNA

[ ] USFs
[ | Lowell Properties |

L e e e e 22 /
0 0.130.25 0.5 Miles =
r Lo = 5
f’ \ — A Y
N PO i AR “re s S
1 & 3 = X
& 4

———

=City of FIEgstafff‘Coc‘bnino County, County of Yava'b’ai, Bureau of Land
Managegment,‘_!‘-:sari‘, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, Intermap, USGS, METI/NASA,

EPA, USDA, Sources: Esri, Airbus DS, USGS, NGA, NASA? CGIAR, N Robinson,
NCEAS, NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA; Geoland, FEMA,
Intermap, and thg:GlS%user comménity

b c
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Next Steps = e

2020-2022 Summer 2022 Summer 2023 Fall 2024 Summer 2025 Summer/ 2028-
Fall 2025
C N (O 0
City Council
Trail Plan Public Public Public Review
Drafting Comment Comment Comment and
with Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Final Plan
Partners Resolution
Adoption
k V2R J
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Council
Questions?

Public
Comments
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City Council
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Direction
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