CITY OF FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA

City Commission Meeting
Agenda Item #

Commission Meetin 01/06/2014

To : The Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Commission
Through: Robert J. Bradshaw, City Manage%

From : Margaret M. Arraiz, Code Compliance Managé

Re :  Request to Reduce/Rescind Code Enforcement Lien

2405 Avenue D, Ft. Pierce, FL
Cases #07-4509

Date : December 12, 2013

ISSUE (S): Request by Gayle F. Jones, 3414 Sloan Road, Ft. Pierce,
FL 34947 for reduction of code enforcement lien in the
amount of $422,270.00 to $500.00.

SUMMARY: The Special Magistrate determined there was cause to
grant a reduction of lien.

FISCAL IMPACT: Will produce revenue of $500.00 to the General Fund.

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approving the reduction from
$422,270.00 to $500.00.

ALTERNATIVES: Deny the request.
Make alternative recommendations.

RESPONSIBLE STAFF: Colleen Greer, Executive Assistant.
COORDINATED WITH: Margaret M. Arraiz, Code Compliance Manager.

ATTACHMENTS: Breakdown of Lien dated 12/06/2013.
Letter and Reduction Request with attachments from
Gayle F. Jones.
Property record from SLC Property Appraiser.
Minutes from 12/04/2013 Special Magistrate hearing.

Commission Agenda Summary Form May 2012



MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Commission
THROUGH: Robert J. Bradshaw, City Manager

FROM: Colleen Greer, Executive Assistant to Special Magistrate
SUBJECT: LIEN REDUCTION REQUEST - 2405 Avenue D, Ft, Pierce, FL.
DATE: January 6, 2014

The following is a breakdown of the above property:

Code Enforcement Fines Interest & Penalties Administrative Fees Filing Fees

$422,250.00 .00 00 $20.00

Totals: $422,250.00 .00 200 $ 20.00
Amount that can be waived including filing fees $422,270.00
Amount that cannot be waived 00
TOTAL $ 422,270.00
Amount requested to be waived $ 421,770.00
Amount being offered for settlement 3 500.00
TOTAL $ 422,270.00
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City oF Fort PIERCE

DIVISIONS OF CODE ENFORCEMENT
& ANIMAL CONTROL

MARGARET M. ARRAIZ, CODE COMPLIANCE MANAGER

REQUEST FOR A REDUCTION OR RESCINDMENT OF
CODE ENFORCEMENT FINES / LIENS

s {1=18=13
Property address: 408 Ave D. Fort PIECCE, Fra 34450
Owner(s) of record: @a yle F. Toneg.

wangsearss: 3474 pan Kol fartpisce  FaR 34947
Property tax ID # 2409 - (0.7 - OOO‘—I OOO Jo
Original purchase date: / / — / 3 - 00 Original purchase price @LODO , Poral

Other Information: L] Inheritad Property [J Purchased a! Tax Sale (] Adjoining Property Owner
Property is used for: Egingie Family | [] Multi-famiy | [J Commercial { [ Industriat | ] Vacant Lot
Name of person Relationship to
requesting reduction: Sgﬁ ?l;" E 5 ZE ro=d owner(s): S J = Ip
=
Telephone #: 1 ‘;n BRI-jo23. Mobite phone #: 79 Q) LRI-1023
=) Preferred contact
E-mail: (‘/ ocu. #—@&G—L" 1} method: Cell phore.
What are owner(s) intentions for 7
property: f\—io-/
Amount of Fine: 42/ SOD. (&) Date Fine Initiated:
s -

Are there current cade violations? GZ/NQ O Yes wain: AR picec ioita]

Is a lien filed against the property? | (] No D‘4&s If yes, what is the lien amount? | () [ <OD. cd

Is property listed for sale? E}_/Ng O Yes | If yes, whatis listing price? |74

Is property under contract for sale? B’{\Io [dYes | I yes, whatis the sale price? Cp
AMOUNT OF FINE / LIEN s 42 ,5(:'0 oo
DOLLAR AMOUNT REQUESTING TO BE WAIVED 5

DOLLAR AMOUNT | AGREE TO PAY 5
If the city waives any fees, intarest, penalties, fine or lisn amount, the undersigned does hereby agree ta'nay the remainder

within sixty (60) days from the date of the Board, Magistrate or Commission’s decision unless an alternate time frame is

spacified in the mqtion.
——
g (oayle Topes

(ETlgrmmrqof Oyner or Represantative) {Printed Name)

I(DN.USHWI X POBox480 5 FortP: terce, FL 340541480 X | TI‘EAﬁ?—m

wwwcitydforipierce.com



Ciry oF ForT PIERCE

DIVISIONS OF CODE. ENFORCEMENT
& ANIMAL. CONTROL

MARGARET M. ARRAIZ, CODE COMPLIANCE, MANAGER

REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF PENALTY

leting this fol ou are making statemen! d o h. Failure to be truthful is a violation of
Fort Pierce City C and Florida Statutes pertaining to which is a felony punishable by up ta
fifteen (1 2rs imprisonment,

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Please fill in blanks completely.
2. Be specific when writing your statement. Use additional pages if necessary.

3. Ifyou are claiming medical or financial hardship, attach supporting documentation (i.e. doctor's
statement or proof of income).

4. Complete seither the application for Waiver of Penalties (lot clearing / demolition) or Request for
Reduction / Rescindment (code enforcement fines).

5. For lot clearing or demolition liens, contact Kathy D'Arton in the Finance Department (772-467-3076)
for cost / faes breakdown.

6. For code enforcement hiens (thoss imposed by a Special Magistrate or Code Enforcement Board),
contact Colleen Greer (772-467-3149) for cost / fees breakdown,

7. If you do not have access to a Notary of the Public, one will be provided te you by the Department at no
charge. All forms must be signed in the presence of the Notary to be valid.

8. Retumn this form, the application and any other partinent documentation to the Code Enforcement
Department.

9. Requests for Reduction / Rescindment of code enforcement liens must be heard before either tha Code
Enforcement Board or Special Magistrate prior to being heard before the City Commission.

Property Address: o2 YOS Ave D V-)(;;r- L'Q;ﬁ;gfm 34950
Property Owner: Gaj/;:" EF Jores.
Mailing Address: 7

Telephone #: ('_z'mlﬁﬁg /023 Cell Phone #: (‘57;2) 383~ (023
E-Mait Address: J/oar bgw @ Ya hoo. Cort,

Is the property in compliance? %lg- 5 If no, please explain !\{/H-
lAe £ £ £ of
hnnd'a_.j {11912

J0ON.USHwyl % PO.Bcx480 5 Fort Plorcs, FL34004-1480 X TT2-467-3000

www.ityollortplercecom



Cityor ForT PiERCE

DIVISIONS OF CODE ENFORCEMENT
& ANIMAL. CONTROL.

MARGARET M. ARRAIZ, CODE COMPLIANCE MANAGER

L _é.v_;l(ﬁff F YooY, , do hereby submit this Petition In request for a
reducticﬁ in the total amount of the penalty imposed and in support offer the following statement:

T, Lyt ok Bt AL D, T2 b bt Lor x b
Ledg . 2. MJ&;_MM_
AMMMMA@M&JMMKMMM
YA T pons <o M#W’MWMMJMC
LMMMLM&W o -
7. /%4 Ll byt Ul ity Loz d_Ha LUy
Lt s 7 D) plusa, Ho Lokprr Xy Ks foy 77, Y
&_JM{MJM M@MM Zes i dise

! :5 ;5 1 5 Egii DY, 7 -
L @50 devid Al %mn« /?, /%.;Z aa LZH .G&:‘%fl 7?{{3% fwﬁf‘;ﬁ

i héLp mto' rtcop ccfit 7P, I«?«a u&/y Jr}f‘ﬁurry, ‘o frobis

m ]gﬁg, ! Pﬂl‘ll Name: W/ﬂ dauns
e B Gaf e

PERSONALLY APPEARED befare me, the undersigned authority

who acknowledged before me that the information contained herein is true and correc@e/bSha is not
personally known to me and has produced Tl D& L1C Fb55-col-65- 246-0

as identification.

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me this é)idi day of “Fﬁﬂmihﬂi .201% .
l’”'% msatm i

COMMRSSION § EE 21602¢ @! )
'W 'E‘:PIRES w"‘“ sl 4( D0000n

Notary Public, Stats of Florida

—

[0ON.USHwyl = PO.Bw.I‘i&O H Fort Plerce, FL 34004-1480 X m—*&ﬁ?-—m
wwweltyoffartplerce.com




Property Appraiser - St.Lucie County, FL

Gaylo F Jones Record: 1of1
Property Identification

Site Address: 2405 Avenue D
Sec/Town/Range 09 :355 :40E
Map ID 24/09N

Zoning C3

Ownorship and Mailing

Page 1 of 1
PROPERTY RECORD CARD
<<Prav  Next>> Spec.Assmnt Taxes Exemplions Permits Home Print
£

ParceliD 2409-603-0004-000-0 Py C"(@‘
Account #. 21924 13\' =<
Use Type 5F Res

City/Cnty Fort Pierce

Legal Description

REVISED PLAT OF ALAMANDA VISTA BLK B LOT 4 (OR 1346-1668)

Assessment 2013

2013 Final 25800
Assessed 25800
Ag.Credit 1}
Exempt

Taxable

Taxes 659.43

BUILDING INFORMATION

Owner Gayle F Jones
Address 3414 Slean Rd
Fort Pierce FL 34947
Sales Information
Date Price Code Dead Book/Page
11/13/2000 6000 O1 Qc 1346171668
9/29/11998 10000 Of ac 117511929
3/4/11998 11000 01 WD 1131/2024
121111984 0 m cv 0450/ 1237
10/1/1984 0 O cv 0447 1 1639
o Pk
S
Exterior Features
View - RoofCover
ExtType HD- - HD- YearBit
Grade D--D- EffYrBit
SloryHght: 0010 - 1 Story No.Unils
Interior Fealures
BedRooms 2 Electrc
FullBath: 1 HealType
1/2Bath: 0 HeatFuel:
%AIC 0 %Heated

Special Features and Yard ltems

Type
FEN4 = CHAINLINK 4'

Y/S Qty. Units Qual.
260

Y 1

AV AV

Cond. YrBif
1890

Total Land and Building
Land Value 1400 Acres 0.1

Building Value: 24400
Fiished Area: 1326 SqFt

SD - Dim Shingle
1960
1985

AV - AVERAGE

0

Land Information
No. Use Type

1 0100-SF Res

RoofStruct HP - Hip
Frame -
PrimeWall; BS - CB Stucco
Secwall -
Prmintwall PN-PN
AvghHiF)
Prm.Flors: DP - Double Pine
%Sprinkled 0
Type Measure Depth
215 -Front Ft 45 100

THIS INFORMATION IS BELIEVED TO BE CORRECT AT THIS TIME BUT IT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND IS NOT WARRANTED,

http://www.paslc.org/paslc/pre.asp?prelid=240960300040000

12/17/2013



SPECIAL MAGISTRATE DECEMBER 4, 2013

LIEN REDUCTION REQUEST

Item #2 2405 AVENUE D Case # 07-4509
Officer: Shaun Coss

Section(s):  5-368 (6), 22-67 (b) (4) Fence Maintenance

Owner: Gayle F. Jones
3414 Sloan Road
Ft. Pierce, FL 34947

Shaun Coss: This is Case No. 07-4509. The property is located at 2405 Avenue D. The property is
owned by Gayle F. Jones, 3414 Sloan Road, Ft. Pierce, FL 34947, The code sections that were in violation
were 5-368 (6), 22-67 (b) (4) for fence maintenance. The case was initiated on November 8, 2007 and came
before the Special Magistrate on September 25, 2008. The Special Magistrate signed an Order Approving
Stipulation and Determining Violation providing 90 days to comply or a fine of $250.00 per day. An inspection
was made on April 7, 2009. The property was not in compliance and the fine began. A lien was recorded on
May 8, 2009. Following up on a request from the violator an inspection was made on November 18, 2013. The
officer found the property to be in compliance and the fine was stopped. The amount of the lien is $422,270.00
which inctudes recording fees of $20.00. We received a Request for a Reduction or Rescindment on November
21, 2013. I've had a chance this moming to speak with Anthony Freeman who is the brother of the owner. He
is authorized to speak on behalf of Gayle Jones., We’ve spoken, they’ve made an offer of $500.00 which Staff
is agreeable to and it’s to be paid within 6 months.

Frank Blandino: Mr. Freeman if you wish to offer any testimony you just have to get sworn in.
Anthony Freeman was sworn in for testimony.

Anthony Freeman:  We found out about this lien last month, My sister wanted me to speak on her behalf
because I believe he said in 09 or 08 she was contacted by a City Code Officer by the name of Delphine. [
believe she doesn’t work there anymore. When she was contacted, she corrected the violations. She called
Delphine who came out and said everything was good. This property is in an area where people run over your
property so after what she did they may have screwed it up by jumping the fences and breaking them again. It
was a fence violation, but she was never contacted again. The only reason she found out this lien existed is
because she’s thinking about renovating the property and possibly try to apply for a city grant so she can get the
renovations done. She has maintained the taxes and insurance on this property for many years. She has a
mortgage that she pays every month, She’s kept up the lawn maintenance. From 2005 to date she’s paid out
close to $7,000 just in the mortgage, insurance, taxes and everything else that’s current on the property. As for
that lien she wasn’t aware there were any violations going on because she does pay her mortgage and the bills.
There’s also, I think a meter situation because the property has been vacant all this time. She pays $120.00 a
month for that. So she’s been paying and if she had known about this violation she would have tackled the
problem sooner. When I came down to find out why she didn’t know the lien existed or why no one had sent
her any letters or contacted her we found out they had an address that she no longer lived and hadn’t been there
for at least 15 years. Her current address is 3414 Sloan Road and she is appalled and had no idea of the
violation. When she became aware of it she corrected the violation at that time and because the property was
vacant the people in the area along Avenue D just over time ...

Frank Blandino: 1 think there’s a little bit of confusion here and based on what I'm reading in the record
just for clarification maybe she thought she corrected it but as far as the inspection in 2009 states, it wasn’t in
compliance and that is when the fines began. Be that as it may, we need to go forward and that’s to try and
short circuit things to help you out. What happened was because it was on the books for so long any fine
eventually gets recorded and becomes a lien. The previous case didn’t get to the lien stage because it hadn’t
been that long after the violation was issued that it came into compliance. Here we're dealing with a lien and
just looking at the amount we know it’s a ridiculous number $422,000. No one would intentionaliy let it ride
for 6 years. That number is for prime property; you know ocean front property. Be that as it may, actually with
the negotiations you made with Staff, it makes my job much easier. $422,000 and something; you have to be
practical about, Those numbers are not practical number, absolutely not. You or your sister requested the
proper paperwork for a reduction bringing it down to $500.00 and Staff has agreed to that. But before [ can
agree to that reduction I need to do a little house cleaning and go through the 7 criteria set forth in Rule 17. I'll
go ahead and do that now. It still has to go in front of the City Commission where they’ll determine whether
or not they’re going to agree to this reduction. What controls this is Rule 17. I’'m just going to go through those

3



SPECIAL MAGISTRATE DECEMBER 4, 2013

7 criteria real quick and then give you my determination. Number 1, the gravity or seriousness of the violation;
it was minor. I believe it was a fence maintenance issue. Number 2, the length of time necessary to bring the
property into compliance was 6 years and 10 days. But, once they realized the fines were running they tore
down the fence, That's why the fine is so high but you're saying it was misunderstanding and it was a vacant
property. I'm beyond that. I'm just glad it’s in compliance right now. Number 3 the number of prior violations
committed by the violator; eight. What does that mean? Every home owner is going to have a violation at one
point or another. Eight violations is not really a lot. [ don’t know what they are as they are not in front of me
and it's just there to aid me in making my determination. Number 5 the number of violation notices that the
violator has received in the past; six. Again, that's kind of related to Number 4. You have a home. When
things aren’t perfect you’re going to get a notice from the City, Did you take care of it? Probably did. Number
6 whether or what were the extenuating facts preventing timely compliance such as unavoidable hardship? It's
not applicable here or none was presented, but you gave me good justification as to why it wasn't done. In this
situation the property was vacant; the area of where it’s located was susceptible to possible vandalism on the
property. 1’m aware of that and number 7 does not apply here. Looking at these 7 criteria I am going to
agree to the reduction of the lien from $422,270.00 down to $500.00 with the stipulation that the party
pay it within 6 months. That’s the recommendation I will make to the City Commission. Then it’s up to
them whether they will agree with it or not.

Shaun Coss: It should be on the January 6 agenda. And Special Magistrate Blandino, if the violator
doesn’t pay within the 6 months what happens with the lien?

Frank Blandino: Okay this is the standard procedure that the City follows. If it is not paid within the 6
months it will revert back, regardless of what the Commission does, to the original amount. So be mindful of
that. It needs to be paid within the 6 months because that’s what has been agreed to. [ don’t want it to revert
back, I guess you can attend the January 6 Commission meeting and they may not even ask you to come
forward. It will just be on their consent agenda and they just go through and take a roll call on it and they move
on,

Anthony Freeman:  Yes sir. Is that in the moming or the evening?
Shaun Coss: 6:00 PM.
Frank Blandino: So you're free to go Mr. Freeman.

Anthony Freeman:  Thank you gentlemen and thank you Colleen.

MASSEY HEARING

Item# 3 1158 20™ STREET Case No. 12-0616
Officer: Shaun Coss

Section(s):  5-369 Vacant Building, 5-368 (6) Fence Maintenance, 1646, 16-47, 16-48 (1) (5) Outside
Storage, 5-370 exterior Property & Landscaping.

Owner(s): Marva Hayling
3006 Avenue . Apt. B
Ft. Pierce, FL 34950

Shaun Coss: This is Case No. 12-0616. The property violation location is 115 S 20™ Street. The
property is owned by Marva Hayling, 3006 Avenue L, Apt. B, Ft. Pierce, FL 34950. The code sections that
were in violation were 5-369, 5-368 (6), 1646, 47, 48 (1) (5) and 5-370. The case was initiated on April 10,
2012 and came before the Special Magistrate on December 5, 2012. The Special Magistrate provided the
property owners 10 days to comply or a fine of $150.00 per day. An inspection was made on March 4, 2013
and the property was not in compliance; the fine began. On June 24, 2013 the secretary learned of a new
address and mailed a notice to Marva Hayling. On June 26 a letter was mailed to Marva Hayling
acknowledging her new address and enclosing a copy of order with a Massey letter referring to the amount of
fines accruing on the property. Shortly afier we received a phone call from Marva Hayling stating she had no
knowledge of the violations or fines. The amount of the fines is $39,030.00 which includes $30.00 in recording
fees. The Massey hearing was held on August 7, 2013 and Special Magistrate Ross continued the case for 30
days to allow Ms. Hayling to comply the violations, Another hearing was held on September 4, 2013 and
Special Magistrate Blandino continued the case an additional 30 days. After receiving a phone call from Ms.
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