
           

HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD
 

BOARD AGENDA
 

Historic Preservation  Board Regular Meeting - Monday, June 23, 2014 - 6:00 p.m.
City Hall - City Commission Chambers, 100 North U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, Florida

 
             

1. CALL TO ORDER
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

3. ROLL CALL
 

4.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of May 27, 2014 meeting
 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
 

a.   Certificate of Appropriateness 14-20 - Construction of a 7' & 8' Aluminum Fence 
 

b.   Seal, stucco, and paint the east wall of the subject structure to match existing walls of
the structure.

 

6. NEW BUSINESS
 

7. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR
 

8. CONSIDERATION OF ABSENCES
 

9. ADJOURNMENT

Any person seeking to appeal the decision of the Historic Preservation Board of
the City of Fort Pierce, Florida, as to the foregoing, is advised that a record of the
proceedings is required in any such appeal, and any such person may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made including the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of May 27, 2014 meeting
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Historic Preservation Board Minutes 5/27/14

Form Review
Form Started By: Alicia Rosenthal Started On: 06/17/2014 08:31 AM
Final Approval Date: 06/17/2014 



D R A F T

Minutes 
OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE FORT PIERCE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD
HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014 IN FORT PIERCE CITY HALL, COMMISSION
CHAMBERS, 100 NORTH US HIGHWAY 1, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA.
 

               

1. CALL TO ORDER
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 

3. ROLL CALL
Present: Charlie Hayek; Annie Kate Jackson; Paul Sampson; Peggy Harris;

Jean-Ellen Wilson; Brad Culverhouse; Alternate Holly Theuns; Chairwoman
Sonja M. Gates 

Absent: Suzanne Boardman 

Staff Present: Kori Benton, Historic Preservation Officer 
Karen Emerson, Assistant City Attorney 
Alicia Rosenthal, Administrative Assistant 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

a. Minutes of March 24, 2014 meeting   

 
 

AYE: Charlie Hayek, Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris,
Jean-Ellen Wilson, Brad Culverhouse, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 

Passed 

b. Minutes of April 28, 2014 meeting   

 
 

AYE: Charlie Hayek, Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris,
Jean-Ellen Wilson, Brad Culverhouse, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 

Passed 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
 

  



 

a. Construction of a second ground sign for Big Brothers. Big Sisters

Mr. Benton gave an overview of the application. Hoyt C. Murphy, Jr. (Pat) of
Coldwell Banker commented. Mr. Hayek asked if there is any reason Big Brothers
Big Sisters cannot incorporate the sign as part of the existing monument sign. Mr.
Benton responded there are rights provided to Coldwell Banker for particular use of
the monument sign. Mr. Culverhouse asked why Coldwell Banker would have to
relinquish its sign rights. Mr. Benton responded if the property was sold or occupied
by a different business the sign would then be devoted to the property on which it
stands on. Mr. Hayek commented about how restrictive the sign ordinance is and
loosening it up for one parcel will allow people to come in and say you did it for him
why can’t I do it. Mr. Culverhouse feels that Hoyt C. Murphy Coldwell Banker Realtor
should not be penalized to have to give up a sign in order for a tenant to have a sign.

  

 
  Motion was made by Brad Culverhouse, and seconded by Peggy Harris to approve

the construction of a second ground sign for Big Brothers, Big Sisters without any
restrictions. 

 
AYE: Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris, Jean-Ellen Wilson, Brad

Culverhouse, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 
NAY: Charlie Hayek 
Passed 

b. Addition of an ADA walkway to the rear entrance from the Boston Avenue ROW.
Request is coupled with a petition for variance from several Sections of the City’s
Landscape & Parking Code Requirements

Mr. Benton gave an overview of the application. Mike Menard of Cook & Menard
Architecture commented. Mr. Culverhouse asked what types of trees are being
placed through mitigation. Mr. Benton stated palm trees or canopy trees. Mr. Hayek
asked for clarification on the landscape buffer. Mr. Culverhouse asked if the western
property line backs up to the other building. Mr. Benton responded that it is very
close to backing up to the other building. Chairwoman Gates asked if the parking
spaces are tight. Mr. Benton responded they are very tight and the spaces in the City
of Ft. Pierce parking garage are the same 9 foot width. The spaces to the west will
maintain the traditional dimensions. Chairwoman Gates asked if there will be a
handicap parking space. Mr. Benton responded yes. Mr. Culverhouse asked if the
proposed ramp is ADA accessible. Mr. Menard responded yes and stated that it is
not considered a ramp; it is considered a sloping walking surface. 

  

 
  Motion was made by Charlie Hayek, and seconded by Paul Sampson to approve the

addition of an ADA walkway to the rear entrance from the Boston Avenue ROW
coupled with a variance from several sections of the City's Landscape & Parking
Code Requirements. 

 
AYE: Brad Culverhouse, Jean-Ellen Wilson, Peggy Harris, Paul Sampson, Annie

Kate Jackson, Charlie Hayek, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 
Passed 

  



c. Certificate of Appropriateness 14-22 - Exterior Alterations to a Non-contributing
structure

Mr. Culverhouse disclosed that he is a current tenant of the building and he will be
leaving this week due to his lease being up. Mr. Benton gave an overview of the
application. Anthony Donadio from Donadio & Associates Architects commented.
Trina Angelone, Head of Schools, St. Andrews Episcopal Academy, commented.

Mr. Culverhouse asked if the design of the smaller windows is due to the structural
components of the building. Mr. Donadio responded yes. Mr. Culverhouse asked if
there is going to be additional cost and a delay in construction if they go with the
staff recommendation. Mr. Donadio responded it would not delay the construction
but structurally you would not want to do it because you have a landing going right
through the middle of a window. The cost might be a little more expensive because
of the size of the window. An option would be to use a stucco band and stucco infill
and leave the smaller windows to emulate what is there. Mr. Benton asked Mr.
Donadio if it is possible to utilize the existing vertical proportions of the other
windows, but reduce the size of the windows. Mr. Donadio responded that it would
be fairly narrow and tall. The windows can’t be raised much higher than what is
shown because of the landing on the stairs. Mr. Culverhouse asked the estimated
completion date on the alterations. Mr. Donadio responded the first of August. 

Mr. Culverhouse made a motion to approve the COA without changing the rear
windows. Mr. Harris seconded the motion. Mr. Hayek stated the architect said he
would put a banding on the windows to mimic the size of the existing windows. If it
was painted correctly the windows would look the same size as the north side and it
is a very simple, inexpensive change. Mr. Culverhouse withdrew the motion and Ms.
Harris withdrew the second.

Mr. Culverhouse asked Mr. Donadio if Mr. Hayek’s comment was correct. Mr.
Donadio responded that it would be very economical and would solve the issue. 

  

 
  Motion was made by Brad Culverhouse, and seconded by Peggy Harris to approve

the Certificate of Appropriateness 14-22 - Exterior Alterations to a Non-contributing
structure with the banding of the rear windows on the staircase addition, so they
emulate the other windows. 

 
AYE: Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris, Jean-Ellen Wilson, Brad

Culverhouse, Charlie Hayek, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 
Passed 

6. NEW BUSINESS
 

7. CONSIDERATION OF ABSENCES
 
  Motion was made by Charlie Hayek, and seconded by Peggy Harris to excuse the

absence of Ms. Boardman. 
 

AYE: Charlie Hayek, Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris,

  



 
AYE: Charlie Hayek, Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris,

Jean-Ellen Wilson, Brad Culverhouse, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 
Passed 

  Motion was made by Peggy Harris, and seconded by Chairwoman Sonja M.
Gates to excuse absences of Mr. Culverhouse and Ms. Jackson from from the April
28, 2014 meeting. 

 
AYE: Charlie Hayek, Annie Kate Jackson, Paul Sampson, Peggy Harris,

Jean-Ellen Wilson, Brad Culverhouse, Chairwoman Sonja M. Gates 
Passed 

8. ADJOURNMENT
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JUNE  23,  2014  

Owner 

St Lucie County  

Historic Status 

Non-contributing Structure 
within the Downtown Histor-
ic District 

Requested Action 
Construction of a 7' & 8' 

Aluminum Fence   

Staff 

 
Kori Benton 
Historic Preservation Officer 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  B O A R D  :  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  

Location Map Subject Site 

H i s t o r y  

 1909  St. Lucie County’s first court-

house built on site; an imposing brick , 

domed building.  Architect H.I Klopp, who, 

incidentally, was the City’s first town clerk 

in 1901.  Source:  Fort Pierce, A Town in 

Florida.  2001.  Pg. 64 

 1928 Dome damaged by hurricane 

of 1928.  Replaces with hip roof. 

 1962 Original structure demol-

ished and replaced with structure fronting 

Indian River drive. 

 1989 Granite and glass structure 

added to the north of the 1962-era struc-

ture. 

 2007 Chiller Plant added along 

Second Street. 

 2007 Salley port added to granite 

structure to the south to facilitate secure 

 prisoner transfer. 

 2012 HPB conditionally approved 

of 8’ aluminum fence to reinforce securi-

ty near salley port and outside emergen-

cy exit for  courtroom. 

 2014 Previous request amended  

to provide variable height of 7’ and 8’ 

aluminum fence to reinforce security 

near salley port and outside emergency 

exit for  courtroom. 

S t a f f  A n a l y s i s  

Findings 

The existing structure is a non-contributing 

structure with a number of additions of vari-

ous architectural styles.   

Agenda Item  5A 

Location 
221 S. Indian River Drive 

Non-Contributing Contributing 

       C i t y  o f  F o r t  P i e r c e  
                  P l a n n i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  

  

                                       Comprehensive Planning ◊ Development Review   
                                                Historic Preservation ◊ Urban Design ◊ Urban Forestry ◊ Zoning 

Parcel 
2410-803-0001-000-7  

Representative 

Greg White, St. Lucie County 

Recommendation  
 
Approval with Conditions 

Subject 

Site 

Applicant 

David Delcamp 

EDB Architects 
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The site is located directly adjacent to the Boston House, which is a locally designated historic structure; in addition to its listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

The Historic Preservation Board, in 2012, reviewed and approved a similar request to install an 8’ tall aluminum fence, landscaping, and 

lighting. The approval was conditioned upon the applicant permitting and moving the adjacent Boston House monument sign to anoth-

er appropriate location on the property, viewable to the southbound traffic on Indian River Drive.  The applicant has coordinated with 

the owner of the Boston House and contractors to secure estimates to relocate the sign, and the cost of moving the sign has been 

deemed prohibitive by the applicant. St. Lucie County has not move forward with the construction of the fence, citing the costs associ-

ated with complying with the conditions of approval. 

The applicant has amended the original proposal to reduce the height of a portion of the fence and gateway, closest to S. Indian River 

Drive, in the line of sight for the noted sign. 

The application notes that due to site constraints and the holding requirement for fire evacuation for the courthouse, the location of 

the proposed fence is approximately 6’ from the Indian River Drive sidewalk.  Additionally, these same constraints have made a rolling 

gate a feasible option, rather than a swing gate.  A rolling gate requires vertical poles to be placed in front of the front façade of the 

Courthouse Annex on Indian River Drive. 

Staff Analysis 

The significant impacts of the proposed 7’ and 8’ tall fence to the historic district include the pedestrian experience on the sidewalk, 

nighttime safety for pedestrians, and sightline impacts of the high fence on the adjacent National Register structure: the Boston House 

(Cresthaven).   

Impacts to the Boston House context include an obstructed view of the structure from southbound pedestrians and traffic on Indian 

River Drive.   

Pedestrian impacts include: 

 1)The fence overwhelms human scale and presents a forbidding  face to pedestrians.  The applicant has indicated that they are 

 unable to reduce the height or set the fence further away from the sidewalk due to site constraints and security concerns. 

 2) In order to screen the rolling gate posts, a tall hedge is proposed (as previously advised by staff.)  This landscape feature will 

 screen the utility columns, however it has the capacity to create a safety hazard.  The installation could creates a dark pocket 

 for an assailant to hide behind at night, directly adjacent to the sidewalk.  Staff has requested  the applicant to install lighting 

 both in front of and behind the hedge to mitigate this danger.  Bollard lighting has been proposed on either side of the gate, 

 but it does not appear to fully illuminate the front and rear of hedge. 

Staff has attempted to coordinate with the applicant to lower the height of the fence in order to minimize the negative impacts pre-

sented, however, a reduction in fence height to six-feet or less does not meet the standards sought by the applicant. 

The Board must consider the desires of St. Lucie County to provide for a more secure courtroom environment with the presented im-

pacts that the proposed changes  will impose on the historic district and neighboring historic sites, due to the site constraints. 

Staff Recommendation 

The request to install a security fence that is greater than 6’, adjacent to the pedestrian right of way, is incompatibility with human 

scale, therefore Staff recommends that the approval of the fence installation be conditioned upon the following: 

 1) The fence shall not exceed 6’ in height; and  

 2) Lighting shall be installed both in front of and behind the newly planted hedges on Indian River Drive and Boston Avenue. 
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Conceptual Representations  
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Current Site Photos 
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Seal, stucco, and paint the east wall of the subject structure to match existing walls of the
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RESPONSIBLE STAFF
Kori Benton, Historic Preservation Board
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Approval with Conditions
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JUNE  23RD,  2014 

Owner/ Applicant 

RFMD Investments LLC  

Historic Status 

Non-contributing 

Requested Action 

Seal, stucco, and paint the east 

wall of the subject structure to 

match existing walls of the 

structure. 

Recommendation 
 
Approval with Conditions 

Staff 
 
Kori Benton 
Historic Preservation Officer 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  B O A R D  :  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  

Location Map Subject Site 

H i s t o r y  

 1954 Structure  was built.   

 1992 Structure was remodeled 

 1999 City Commission Designated the Downtown District as the Historic Down

  town District. 

 2000 Structure was remodeled, including exterior improvements and alterations 

 2001  Downtown Historic District reauthorized, designating the structure as a non-

  contributing Structure   

 2010 Business tax license for the subject space was inactivated, rendering the 

  storefront vacant. 

 2013 The HPB granted conditional COA approval of minor exterior alterations to 

  the structure. 

 2014 Staff administratively approved stucco repair/resurfacing. 

 

 

Agenda Item  5B 

Location 
100/102 N 2nd Street 

 

Non-Contributing Contributing 

       C i t y  o f  F o r t  P i e r c e  
                  P l a n n i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  

  

                                       Comprehensive Planning ◊ Development Review   
                                                Historic Preservation ◊ Urban Design ◊ Urban Forestry ◊ Zoning 

Parcel 
2410-503-0069-000-0 

Subject 

Site 

Representative 
Marty Limberis Plastering LLC 
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S t a f f  A n a l y s i s  

The applicant is requesting to seal, stucco & paint the east wall of the subject structure, to match the remaining walls 

of the structure. The requested alterations would overlay an existing mural features on this elevation. The mural, paint-

ed in 1995, features a maritime scene which presents a paddle steamer executing a cargo delivery to what appears to 

be the old Fort Pierce marina.  The mural was painting during a decade of preparation and downtown revitalization in 

conjunction with our City’s Centennial Celebration. The mural contributes to the City of Fort Pierce’s Art in Public Places 

mission and initiatives. The mural was present on the structure when the City Commission adopted resolution  99-95, 

Designating the Downtown District as the Historic Downtown District, and also at the time of reauthorization of the 

Downtown Historic District in 2001. The property was acquired by the current owner in 2010, inheriting the present art-

work. 

The owner presented this as their first attempt to seal this side of the building, in response to deterioration observed 

over the last two years.  It is indicated the currently, moisture seeps through the staircase cracks rendering the inside 

of the wall prone to the accumulation of mold and mildew, while the rain further swells these cracks.  

The permeation of moisture into the structure, if facilitated through the subject wall of the structure, should be ad-

dressed to alleviate the negative impacts to the structure. The elimination of the potential points of intrusion may be 

accomplished via alternatives to the overlay of the wall and mural with stucco. The application and maintenance of a 

clear sealant, polycrylic, or water-based archival varnish are the most appropriate actions to effectively eliminate the 

potential for further access by moisture.  The overlay of stucco  upon the mural with the would render a large expanse 

of wall without windows, architectural features, or creative detail, altering the  character of this elevation of the struc-

ture.   

Secretary of Interior Standards for Consideration 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or altera-

tion of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

4.  Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and preserved.  

5.  Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that charac-

terize a property will be preserved.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that charac-

terize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, 

scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

Staff Recommendation  

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Board consider the historic significance of the existing mural pursuant 

to Secretary of Interior Standard 4. If the Board deems the mural to lack historical significance, Staff recommends ap-

proval of the requested alterations, based upon their compliance with the remaining Secretary of Interior Standards. 
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Current Progress of Stucco Repair/Replacement on Southern Façade  

Existing Mural at Rear of 102 N 2nd Street— Painted 1995 
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303 S US 1 

Mural was painted over between 2011-2012 

Avenue A, Between N 2nd St. & N Indian River Dr. 

Mural on Former OPS Building— Currently deteriorating 
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